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“I’m Roger and I play records.” For 20 years (1959 – 1979), 
listeners of Los Angeles’ once powerhouse KMPC heard 
Kolman Carroll Rutkin begin his “R.C. Get Together” that way; 
the 90-year-Carroll died last week in Long Beach, California. 
Andrew Rutkin notes that his father “lived an amazing life; 
was surrounded by family; and his passing was peaceful.” 
The son of Eastern Europe immigrants, Roger Carroll was 
born in Baltimore in 1928 and moved away at 15 to work as an 
announcer at Frederick, Maryland’s WFMD. After World War ll, 
he relocated to Los Angeles, and at age 18, became the 
youngest announcer ever on the ABC Radio Network. Carroll, who worked at Los 
Angeles’ KABC from 1946 – 1959, became executive producer of the “Lawrence 
Welk Radio Show” in 1981 and owned KWIP, Salem (Oregon), a station he sold in 
1991. For many years, he was the off-camera voice for such TV shows as “The 
Smothers Brothers Comedy Hour,” “Bonanza,” “The Danny Thomas Show,” and 
“Tony Orlando and Dawn.” In 2017, he started a streaming internet station, Roger 
Carroll’s Best Sounds in Town.” Commenting about his father, Andrew Rutkin 
states, “We will all miss him terribly. I’ll especially miss his wealth of stories and 
his amazing talent for mucking up his computer.”


