Wednesday of Holy Week
Healing Service
March 31, 2021

7:00 pm

WELCOME

INTRODUCTION

Jesus filled his ministry with healing and lifting up the lowly. We gather
this evening to call on Jesus for healing and encouragement. We are
reminded that in our darkest of times that God promises to be with us
and Jesus promises to send us the Holy Spirit, our advocate. Let us now
enter into this time of prayer in silence.

Short silence to prepare. Lighting of candles.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

God in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, send your Holy Spirit upon your servants
gathered this evening; drive away all sickness of body and spirit; make
whole that which is broken; deliver us from the power of evil; and
preserve us in true faith, to share in the power of Christ’s resurrection
and to serve you with all the saints now and evermore.

Amen.



HYMN: Healer of Our Every Ill (ELW 612
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give us peace be - yond our fear, and hope be-yond our sor - row.
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I You who know our fears and sad - ness, grace us with your
2 In the pain and joy be - hold - ing how  your grace is
3 Give us strength to love each oth - er, ev - ry sis - ter,
4 You who know each  thought and feel - ing, teach us all your
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peace and glad-ness; Spir-it of all com-fort, fill our hearts.
still  un-fold-ing, give us all your vi - sion, God of love.

ev - 'ty broth-er; Spir-it of all kind-ness, be our guide.
way of heal-ing; Spir-it of com-pas-sion, fill each  heart.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: HEALER OF QUR EVERY ILL, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358,
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

THE WORD: Luke 12:22-34

[Jesus] said to his disciples, "Therefore | tell you, do not worry about your
life, what you will eat, or about your body, what you will wear. For life is
more than food, and the body more than clothing. Consider the ravens:
they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and
yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! And
can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? If then
you are not able to do so small a thing as that, why do you worry about
the rest? Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin;
yet | tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of
these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today
and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe
you—you of little faith! And do not keep striving for what you are to eat



and what you are to drink, and do not keep worrying. For it is the nations
of the world that strive after all these things, and your Father knows that
you need them. Instead, strive for his kingdom, and these things will be
given to you as well. "Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father's
good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give
alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing
treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Word of God.
Word of life.

REFLECTION

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We are not alone, we live in God's world.
We believe in God:
who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and
make new,
who works in us and others by the Spirit.
We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God's presence,
to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death,
God is with us.
We are not alone. Thanks be to God.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Let us pray.

Loving God, our source and our final home, we give you thanks for the
gifts of life on earth, for our human bodies and all you have created. In
your great mercy,

hear us, O God.

Merciful God, by the wounds of your Son we are healed. Bring your saving
health to all people. In your great mercy,
hear us, O God.

Holy God, your Spirit came upon us in the waters of baptism and brought
us into the communion of saints. Renew in us the grace of baptism, by
which we share in Christ’s death and resurrection. In your great mercy,
hear us, O God.

Mighty God, your Son Jesus brought healing and wholeness to all. Bring
your healing presence now to all who are sick or in pain. Grant hope to all
who are discouraged or in despair. In your great mercy,

hear us, O God.

Compassionate God, the strength of those who suffer, bring hope and
peace to all who are in mental, physical, or spiritual distress. In your

great mercy,
hear us, O God.

Almighty God, source of human knowledge, give skill, wisdom, and
compassion to all who provide medical care. In your great mercy,
hear us, O God.

Loving God, our creator and redeemer, give gentleness and courage to
family members, friends, and caregivers of those who suffer. In your
great mercy,

hear us, O God.

TIME OF INDIVIDUAL PRAYERS

God of great and abundant mercy, with your presence sustain all for
whom we pray. Drive away their suffering, give them firm hope, and
strengthen their trust in you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

HYMN: There Is a Balm in Gilead (ELW 614)
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There is a balm in Gil-e-ad to make the wound-ed whole;
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there is a balm in Gil-e - ad to heal the sin-sick soul.
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1 Some - times I feel dis - cour-aged and think my work’s in  vain,
2 If you can - notpreachlike Pe - ter, it you can-not pray like Paul,
3 Don't ev - er be dis - cour-aged, for Je-sus is your friend;
0 ——— — o
i b ] | N Iy ] | =
L e i
but then the Ho-ly Spir - it re - vives my soul a - gain.
you can tell the love of Je - sus and say, “He died for all”
and if you lack for knowl-edge, he’ll ne’er re-fuse to  lend.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: BALM IN GILEAD, African American spiritual



BLESSING

The God of all consolation bless you in every way, grant you hope all the
days of your life, restore you to health and grant you salvation, fill your
heart with peace, and lead you to eternal life. Almighty God bless you,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE:



