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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH LC-MS
229 11TH AVENUE WEST

GRINNELL, IA 50112  
OFFICE- 641-236-6691

 OFFICE EMAIL- lcms.immanuelgrinnell@gmail.com     
WEBSITE- www.immanuelgrinnell.org

REV. DR. JOEL G. KOEPP
EMAIL- koeppj@hotmail.com  

ALL SOCIAL MEDIA LINKS ARE ON OUR WEBSITE 
SERVICES ARE LIVE STREAMED ON OUR FACEBOOK

LET US KNOW...
If you have a change in address, phone or email, have a loved one who is 

or hospitalized, have a new baby, would like a pastoral visit, or if you would 
like a special prayer during the prayers of the church on Sunday, 

please contact Pastor Koepp or the church office.

DO YOU...
have an announcement for the bulletin or newsletter? 

Have a prayer request? Birth/Anniversary/Graduation announcements? 
If so, please submit the information as you want it to appear in the 

bulletin or newsletter by the deadlines listed below to the 
church secretary at lcms.immanuelgrinnell@gmail.com

Deadline for submitting in the weekly bulletin is Thursdays by noon. 
Deadline for the monthly newsletter is the 15th of each month. 
For those of you without email access, please call or submit 

your written request to the church secretary.
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Decorations are an important part of our preparation for Christmas. 
In November and December people spend hours decorating both 
inside and outside our living spaces. Outside lights are put on houses 
and decorations fill the yards As the nights get longer, we adorn our 
outsides to help alleviate the darkness from become too deeply felt. 

We also spend time decorating inside our living spaces. Battling the 
encroaching darkness of dreariness and dread of preparations and 
business, we set up reminders of hope and peace and joy. We add 
more lights. Many bring in an evergreen tree of some type, and fill it 
with symbols of memories shared and hope of years to come. Some 
place poinsettias strategically around the house and presents are 
strewn about under the tree. The halls are decked with boughs of 
holly, while the weather outside threatens of being frightful, all with an 
aim to bring enjoyment and anticipation to the holiday season.

Like our homes, we take this time to prepare both inside and out for 
the celebration of Christmas. We often use our bodies to teach and 
reinforce inner realities. Some common examples include hugging for 
comfort, kneeling for prayer, standing in silence to show honor, and 
making the sign of the cross to remember our baptism. These and 
many other rituals are good things. When they become nothing but 
blind rituals, it is important to stop and take note of why we do what 
we do. In the church year, we take two special seasons to pause and 
reflect in preparation for two major events in the life of Jesus. We do 
so, because these are major events in our own lives: birth, suffering, 
death, and resurrection.



Advent is the church’s season of preparation for Christmas. It is 
also a reminder of our Lord, who not only was incarnate, became 
flesh and was born, but this same Lord was crucified, died, was 
buried, rose from the dead, ascended into heaven, sits at the right 
hand of God and will come again in flesh in all His glory. This Ad-
vent season, as part of our preparation, we will reflect upon how 
the outer things, our common rituals, help us to prepare internally 
for both the celebration of the birth of Jesus in His humility and His 
coming again in glory.  We will spend our three Wednesday ser-
vices pondering how three common Christmas decorations help us 
see Christ and prepare for His coming: evergreens, lights, and the 
creche. On Christmas Eve, we will focus on the decorated presents 
which point us to the greatest gift of all, Jesus Christ. To further aid 
in our reflections this seasons, you will find devotional books that 
explore this theme, as well as hear from the children during the 
Christmas Program on Sunday, December 14. 

May the Lord bless your Advent and Christmas Seasons.

Hymn ‘O Come, O Come, Emmanuel’	                              LSB 357
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5	 O come, Thou Key of David, come,
	 And open wide our heav’nly home;
	 Make safe the way that leads on high,
	 And close the path to misery. Refrain

6	 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
	 And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
	 Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
	 And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain

7	 O come, Desire of nations, bind
	 In one the hearts of all mankind;
	 Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
	 And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John 
Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. Tune: French, 15th cent. Text and tune: Public domain

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
Rev. Dr. Joel G. Koepp
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MEMORY WORK SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER
*Shortened class time

5th & 6th Grades Memory Work
December 3*: 1st Article and Meaning

December 10*: 2nd Article and Meaning
December 17*: 2nd Article and Meaning

December: 24 NO CLASS
December: 31 NO CLASS

7th & 8th Grades Memory Work
December 3*: Baptism: Part I and Meaning

December 10*: Baptism: Part II and Meaning
December 17*: Baptism: Part III and Meaning

December: 24 NO CLASS
December: 31 NO CLASS
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Wednesdays at 6:30pm

December 3
‘Evergreens’

December 10
‘Lights’

 December 17
‘Creche’

 Fellowship Meal 
5:15-6:15pm
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CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
Sunday, December 14th at 10:30am

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE OF LESSONS & CAROLS
Wednesday, December 24th at 4:00pm

CHRISTMAS DAY DIVINE SERVICE
Thursday, December 25th at 9:00am

NEW YEAR’S EVE DIVINE SERVICE
Wednesday, December 31st at 6:30pm
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The Board of Evangelism’s Christmas Share this year will 
run through the months of November and December. 
Immanuel will be collecting food and hygiene products for 
MICA. The need to help aid in this program is greater than 
ever this year. The items listed below will be collected up 
until December 21st. (Please make sure items you bring are 
not outdated.)

PANTRY ITEMS
Peanut Butter (always requested)
Jelly
Soup (all kinds)
Ramen Noodles (most requested)
Pancake Mix/Syrup
Oatmeal
Cereal
Canned Goods
Mac and Cheese boxes

HYGIENE ITEMS
Toilet Paper
Laundry Soap (always requested)
Dish Soap
Shower Gel
Toothbrushes
Toothpaste
Bath Soap Bars 

If you have questions, please see any 
member of the Board of Evangelism. 

Dianna K.   June R.    Bev H.
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry – lcms.org/stewardship

“We ask you, brothers, to respect those who labor among you and 
are over you in the Lord and admonish you, and to esteem them 
very highly in love because of their work. Be at peace among your-
selves” (1 Thess. 5:12-13).

Have you finished your Christmas shopping yet? Do you have a 
person or two on your list that you just don’t know what to give 
them? While I know you are running short of ideas…dad doesn’t 
really want another tie, and your kid’s teacher doesn’t need another 
coffee mug. It can be nothing short of maddening to try to figure 
things out in the middle of this busy season!

As stewards of all of life and life’s resources, we know that life is 
more than giving gifts. We stewards never want to take anything 
the Lord provides for granted. During this season of Advent and 
Christmas, it is a great idea to do whatever you can to be a faithful 
steward of your pastor. Even more so than the rest of the year, the 
demands on their time, their presence and their stewardship of the 
Gospel in the congregation become heightened. 

The demands on pastors can wear them down and wear them out. 
How does the steward in the congregation serve as a faithful stew-
ard of the treasure that is their pastor? Here are a few ideas:



•	 Put them at the top of your prayer list. – Pray that the Lord 		
	 guards them against the weariness that makes them susceptible 	
	 to the work of the devil.

•	 Make worship a priority – St. Paul admonishes the Thessalonians 	
	 and us to respect those who labor among us. There is no greater 	
	 way to steward your pastor than to respect him enough to show 	
	 up and receive what he has been sent to offer in the proclamation 	
	 of the Gospel and administration of the Holy Sacraments.

•	 Be receptive to his work – If your pastor is tasked with calling you 	
	 to repentance or encouraging you to be in worship, know that he 	
	 is only caring for your soul. 

•	 Esteem him highly – Take the time to thank him for his faithful 
	 service to Christ, the congregation and your family. 

•	 Be at peace – This is an easy time for even minor annoyances to 	
	 get blown out of proportion and become full-blown conflict. This 	
	 not only spoils the season of Advent and Christmas, but it also 		
	 spoils our stewardship of the Gospel and those who serve us in 
	 that Gospel. Remember that Jesus came into the world to be 		
	 the Prince of Peace. This is an act of grace and mercy. The 		
	 steward seeks to reflect this toward their pastor and their brothers 	
	 and sisters in Christ. 

Stewardship at Christmas can be a challenge. Stewardship of your 
pastor during this time of the year is critical to our shared stewardship 
of the Gospel at a time of year when many are more open to hear and 
receive it. 
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Thanks to all members who helped with 
the Fall Church Cleaning. Many items were 
cleared away and organized which was 
needed.  See you in the Spring! ~ LWML

There will be no LWML meeting in 
December. There will also be no meeting 
for the Board of Evangelism in December.

					     Those currently giving electronically, if 	
					     you wish to make changes to your online 	
					     giving for next year, please inform the 		
					     church secretary by December 7th.

			       

Snowbirds: For those of you that head for 
warmer weather for the winter and would like the 
monthly newsletter mailed to you, please submit 
your address, date departing and date returning 
to the church secretary. Even those that have 
submitted their address in the past, please do so 
again to make sure we have the correct address. 
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Poinsettias for the Christmas Eve service are $15. 

Please have your order form filled out and leave 
in the offering basket with payment by December 7th. 

Checks should be made payable to 
‘Immanuel Lutheran Church’ 

with ‘Poinsettia’ in the memo line. 

If you wish to provide your own plant, please fill out an order 
form indicating so and the in memory/in honor of portion 

so we can include it in the bulletin.
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