
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

3rd Sunday after Epiphany – January 22, 2023
8:30 am Service is live, 11:00 am is live, live-streamed, and recorded

Holy Communion, Setting One

Hymns will be found in the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship Book.

Prelude - Improvisation on ELW 520 - Dearest Jesus, at Your Word

GATHERING 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P In the name of the Father, and of the a Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin

to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin,
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

P Most merciful God,
C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name.

C Amen.

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the a Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Gathering Song - Dearest Jesus, at Your Word 520

APOSTOLIC GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

C And also with you.
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Hymn - All Glory Be to God on High 410
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P The Lord be with you
C And also with you
P Let us pray

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. Summon us into your
light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come through the cross of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD

First Reading: Isaiah 9:1-4

The northern tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali experienced the gloom of defeat by Assyrian
military forces, but they are assured that their condition will be reversed when God makes a
light-filled appearance. The joy they will experience will resemble celebrations of great harvests,
because God will deliver them from everything that diminishes or oppresses them.
1There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time [the LORD] brought
into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make
glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.
 2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined.
 3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy;
 they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder.
 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders,
  the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.

Psalm: Psalm 27:1, 4-9 Congregation sings Refrain and bold verses.

Refrain

1The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then | shall I fear?
  The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I | be afraid?
 4One thing I ask of the LORD; one | thing I seek;
  that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; to gaze upon the beauty
of the LORD and to seek God | in the temple.
 5For in the day of trouble God will | give me shelter,
  hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high up- | on a rock.
 6Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies | who surround me.
  Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I will sing and

make music | to the LORD.  Refrain
 7Hear my voice, O LORD, | when I call; have mercy on me and | answer me.
 8My heart speaks your message— | “Seek my face.”  Your face, O LORD, | I will seek.
 

4



9Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your ser- | vant in anger.
  Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of | my salvation. 

Refrain

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18

Paul calls on the Corinthians to end their dissensions and share the unified outlook of the
gospel. Discord arises when we forget that we belong not to human leaders or institutions but to
Christ. Indeed, the unifying word of the cross of Christ is the center of the gospel and the power
of God’s salvation.
10Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you
be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same
mind and the same purpose. 11For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are
quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. 12What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to
Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13Has Christ
been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14I thank
God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15so that no one can say that you were
baptized in my name. 16(I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know
whether I baptized anyone else.) 17For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the
gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power.
 18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God.

Gospel Acclamation

After the Gospel is announced, the people say: Glory to you, O Lord.
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Gospel: Matthew 4:12-23

Jesus begins his public ministry shortly after John the Baptist is imprisoned by Herod. He
proclaims the nearness of God’s reign and calls four fishermen to be his first disciples.
12Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13He left Nazareth
and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that
what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:
 15“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,
  on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—
 16the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light,
 and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.”
17From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”
 18As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 19And he said to them,
“Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” 20Immediately they left their nets and followed
him. 21As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother
John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 22Immediately
they left the boat and their father, and followed him.
 23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of
the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people.

After the Gospel is read, the people say: Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Message

Sermon

Hymn of the Day - Jesus Calls Us; o’er the Tumult 696

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or
used as appropriate.

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Make your church one in purpose, proclaiming the message of the cross. Help us to work
together across differences. Energize ecumenical partnerships, including the World Council of
Churches and Lutheran World Federation (other ecumenical ministries in which the
congregation takes part may be named). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
We rejoice at the bounty of your creation. Fill the land and sea with your abundance. Bless
harvests in the southern hemisphere and fallow fields in the northern hemisphere. Equip farmers
to till and keep the earth sustainably. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
In Christ your reign comes near and calls all to repentance. Break the rod of the oppressor in
every nation. Dispel the shadow of death in places of war and persecution. Grant us leaders who
lift the yokes that burden those in need. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Be a stronghold for those in trouble and a rock for all who are afraid. Rouse communities to care
for neighbors who need shelter, are facing maltreatment, or are isolated and lonely. (Especially
we pray for . . . .) Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Sustain the ministries of this congregation and all churches in this community (neighboring
congregations may be named). Nurture each congregation’s unique witness to your presence;
foster mutual respect; inspire our cooperation in loving our neighbors. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Bring healing to all who are sick in body, mind, or spirit (especially), Barbara, Jan, Janet, Joyce,
Ida, Phyllis and Larry, Bob and Ellie, Naomi, Pat, Judy, Mary, John, Tom, Pat, Riley, and others
we may name aloud or quietly in our hearts. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
We praise you for the faithful who have gone ahead of us, both famous and unknown. Help us to
leave our nets and follow, and bring us with them to the fullness of your promise of eternal life.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in Christ
crucified.
Amen.

PEACE

P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

MEAL

7



Offering

Offertory - Lead me Lord by Samuel Sebastian Wesley (11 - Choir)

Offertory - Create in Me a Clean Heart

Offertory Prayer
A Let us pray together
C God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You

bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts,
that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.  Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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Preface
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son;
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy Holy Holy

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
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This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever.   Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen.

P Come to the banquet for all is ready.

COMMUNION SONG – LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
And each person may respond Amen.

COMMUNION HYMN – Here I Am, Lord 574

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

SONG AFTER COMMUNION

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Let us pray.

A God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ,
making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we
may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus
Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.
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SENDING

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

C Amen

SENDING HYMN – We Are Marching in the Light 866

DISMISSAL

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C We will. Thanks be to God.

Postlude - Toccata no. 5 by Girolamo Frescobaldi

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2014 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27001. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net ##A-721914.

The Altar Flowers today are given to the Glory of God with the following recognitions:
Z In memory of loved ones by the Foreman Family
Z In memory of Tony Perrotte’s 63rd birthday (January 27) by Penni Perrotte

Altar Flowers – If you would like to make a recognition through a request for Altar Flowers, please stop
by the credenza under the TV monitor in the atrium. Sign up for the day(s) you would like to request, pick
up an envelope and form in the lower box and turn in your request form(s) which should indicate your
announcement for the bulletin, and payment ($40) at least one week in advance. If you have any
questions, speak with a staff person.

Prayer of the Church (Members):  Barbara Hadden, Jan Franzen, Janet Ravert, Joyce Veazey, Ida
Elliott, Phyllis and Larry Jenkins, Bob and Ellie DeVries, Naomi Watson, Pat Casper, Judy Schlegel, Mary
Bader, John Friedrich, Tom Kraska, Pat Cashwell, Riley Waugh

Prayer List Changes – If you have names to add, or delete at any time, email staff, or call the office.

Prayer of the Church (Friends): Kay Matthews and Robert Meissner [Tony Perrotte’s mother and uncle],

Vickie Ettinger, Lois Horn, Diane Johnson (Penni Perrotte’s friends), Gary Hill (cousin of Penni Perrotte), Laura

Williams (friend of Amanda Anderson), Bill Lopatta (uncle of Amanda Anderson),Tim and Sue Williams (friends

of the Foremans), Sara Russell (sister of Anna Snyder), Susan Freeman, her husband Don and daughter Emma

(by Joan Pepper), Sayge Lindsay (grandson of Alta Lindsay), Susan Roberts (friend of Kathy Anderson), Donore

Lantz (friend of Judy Schlegel), MJ Chevalier (sister of Marcy Brown), Roketta Hudgins (mother of Greg

Hudgins), Gay Reed (friend of Robin Winfree), Sally Midyette (mother of Kathy Anderson), Jacki and Steven

and daughters (friends of Joan Pepper), Zach Maier (cousin of Kathy Anderson), Lois Horn (friend of Penni

Perrotte), Virginia Hinshaw (great-grandmother of Kayden and Hunter Hinshaw), Gad Kainer, Eric Tabert

(nephew of Deb Tabert), Dean Greg Jones of Duke Divinity, Armenia and Artsakh (friends of Judy Schlegel),

William and Barbara Wilson (parents of Bill Wilson), Linda Leslie (mother of Sean Slane), Paul DeVries (brother

of Bob DeVries), Twila Dahl (sister-in-law of Bill Dahl and Martha Dahl), Gini Rinkus (friend of the Dominicks),

Elaine Williamson (sister-in-law of Greg and Jeanna Hudgins), Paul (son-in-law of Jan Huntley), Cynthia Sund

(grandmother of Megan Cunningham), Richard Dominick (brother of Ted Dominick), Burr Hasselbeck,

Josephine Economy and John Bigsby (friends of Bess Line), Jane Taylor (mother of Maria Chi), Wayne Coulter

(brother-in-law of Marlene Coulter), Debra Fletcher (sister of Bill Wilson), Marie Watts (cousin of Pat Casper),

Ruth Parker (aunt of Pat Casper), Jim Cunningham (father of Megan Cunningham), Ashley Collins (niece of Deb

Tabert), Holly (friend of Pat Cashwell), Patrick Howell (son of a friend of the Waughs), George and Pat Rose
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(friends of Debbie Fullbright), Margaret C. by Catherine Crenoisent, John and Connie Heinz, Gregory and

Colleen Davidson, Richard and Claudia Steele (friends of Dean and Marcia Redman)

Today, during the Sunday School Hour (9:45-10:45 am) AND after 11:00 am Worship

EVERYONE IS INVITED to a time of fellowship, information sharing and encouragement!

It is a Congregational Summit -- A Time and Talent Fair

The various committees and groups of the church will be stationed around Trinity Hall, with information

available about the various ministries they are involved in at St. Paul's. We hope to encourage additional

participation in these valuable areas of ministry. Come, ask questions, see what areas are of interest to you.

Volunteer your time and talents to help these ministry areas flourish. 

During the Sunday School time, we will have refreshments and a light snack will be available after late service

for all in attendance.

PLEASE JOIN US at either time period.

Yearly Reports!  All committees and groups which meet at St. Paul's are required to submit a report each

year which outlines what your committee/ group accomplished in that year. You should include the purpose of

your committee, as well as the membership. Reports are to be submitted to Susan Esposito, as soon as

possible, emailed to admin@stpaulsdurham.org, or dropped in her mailbox in the reception office, no particular

format as long as it is readable. If you have questions, ask a staff member.

Articles and information for the February issue of Cross Connections, are due on Monday, Jan 23 to Susan

Esposito. You can email to admin@stpaulsdurham.org, or drop in her mailbox in the reception office. “Holy

Folders” will meet on Friday, Jan 27 at 11:00 am to assemble the issue for the post office. All are welcome!

The 2022 annual giving statements have been mailed. If you have a question regarding your statement,

please contact one of the co-financial secretaries, Phil Hart (psbhart@gmail.com) or Rod Runestad

(rodrunestad@gmail.com).

VESPERS SERVICE – On Thursday, Jan 26 at 5:30 pm, we will be having a vespers service. This

service of chants, organ music, prayers and readings, will be modeled on the vespers given in Franz Eler’s

Cantica Sacra, a missal published in Hamburg, Germany, in 1588, which was widely used over the following

century and a half. Chants and chorales will also be taken from the Cantica Sacra. The service will last approx.

45 minutes.

Grow ing Thru Grief
Growing thru Grief offers help and support to people grieving the loss of a loved one. We are a coalition of

religious and civic organizations which have been serving people since 2013. We offer education and small

group support each week. Here is the upcoming schedule:

Jan 24   Grief Shared is Grief Diminished, with Artie Hendricks

Jan 31   Frogs in Cream, with Nell Noonan

We meet at St. Paul’s each Tuesday. First time attendees must show proof of covid vaccination and booster(s).

Masks are optional. We ask people to come at 4; the program begins at 4:30, and all will end by 6. Please

contact admin@growingthrugrief.org if you have questions.

The Dropped Stitch Prayer Shawl Ministry has returned. They meet on the last Friday of the month at

1:00 pm in the sofa area of the atrium. This group creates prayer shawls by knitting or crochet.

We welcome back the Tongue and Thimble group. This group creates small quilts which are distributed to

the nurseries at local hospitals for their critical patients. They meet downstairs in the Fiber Arts/Music room off

of the Genesis Hall on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month at 10:00 am - 12:00 noon. 

PASTA for PARKTOWN!!  Help Stock the St. Paul’s Shelf at Parktown Food Hub!

THANK YOU!  As of the end of December, your amazing generosity helped us deliver a total of 619 pkgs and

668 pounds of pasta to the Parktown Food Hub! You have helped to meet a vital need that keeps growing.

Please continue to add a package – or two – of dry pasta to your shopping cart to support this important

community ministry and keep the St. Paul’s Pasta Shelf well stocked. The Women’s Connection Group is leading

this initiative to support the Parktown Food Hub, a ministry of South Durham Connections, led by Pastor Sharon

Schulze.  St. Paul’s Shelf - dry boxed pasta – spaghetti, macaroni, ziti, penne, etc. (NOT: kits or dinner, nor

canned pasta entrees). Please notice the basket of crocheted hearts on the table by the sofa. Pastor
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Sharon Schulze created these as a heartfelt Thank You to St. Paul’s for your generous holiday gift cards and

ongoing gifts of pasta to support the Parktown Food Hub and ministries and especially the families it feeds and

helps. There are a few left to be taken.

Music Time for Children –  Join us at the 8:30 am service on Sundays for music time with Ted Turner,

our minister of music. Following the children's message, all children (and parents) are invited to come sing

some songs and have some fun in Whitesell hall during the sermon at the early service. They will return to the

service after the singing to continue worship.  We hope to see you there.

Child Care on Sunday mornings! We have an attendant, Courtney, on Sunday mornings who will care for

your small children so parents and older children may attend Sunday School and worship. She will be available

during the 8:30 service through the 11:00 service. Care will take place in the Parlor which is the room between

the atrium and Whitesell Fellowship Hall.

Thursday Bible Study – Join us on Thursdays at 10:30-11:45 am where we are studying the book of

Genesis. The class takes place in the Conference Room and by Zoom. Study notes will be emailed.

Our Free Little Library is full of books, magazines, and puzzles for your use. You are welcome to take or

leave one to use and share. Stop by the shelf which is near the water fountain in the atrium.

Worship – We have two services: 8:30 am and 11:00 am, both using Setting One of the ELW. The

8:30 am service will be in-person. The 11:00 am service will be in-person, live-streamed and recorded. The link

to watch the 11:00 service live is: https://vimeo.com/event/1478223. The link to watch any services which

have been recorded is: https://vimeo.com/stpaulsdurham then choose the service date or event you wish to

watch. We now are offering child-care during the worship times. Our attendant will be located in the room

between the foyer and Whitesell Hall. 

Sign-Up Genius Links
We need worship assistants weekly. Please visit the Sign-Up Genius links which we use to enable

volunteers to fill in where needed, for both services. Click on the link and fill in your name on the date(s). 

� Sunday Morning Worship Tasks

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0944a4a72fa5f58-sunday1

Tasks include setting up, lector, worship assistant, sound, altar guild, video, etc. Staff will be glad to provide

assistance for any of these tasks.

� Sunday morning Communion Assistants and Lock-Up

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0944a4a72fa5f58-communion

� Devotions – https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044eabad28a3fd0-daily1  

Please send your devotions to Vicar Amanda Spangler at vicar@stpaulsdurham.org
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Gathering - Dearest Jesus, at Your Word 520
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Hymn of the Day – Jesus Calls Us; o’er the Tumult 696
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Communion Hymn – Here I Am, Lord 574
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Sending Hymn - We Are Marching in the Light 866
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