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February 29—March 7, 2020

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION—SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2019
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Dear Seminarians in Christ,
I am very pleased to announce an exciting pilgrimage/tour of the Eternal City; Rome, departing
February 29,2020 during spring break. It will cover the major Churches, antiquities and attractions of
this great City. I have arranged for an excellent guide, knowledgeable in church history and deeply
committed to the faith to give us inspiring and factual points of some of the most sacred places we hold
as Catholics. We will celebrate Mass daily in many of these beautiful churches. A trip to Rome
would not be complete without sampling it's great food and wine. The trip includes an excursion
Bagnregio (The Dying City);birthplace of St. Bonaventure.
Yours in Christ,
Fr. John Trigilio
Mass will be celebrated each day
As always our trip includes Buffet Breakfast each day and Supper or Lunch with wine,
water and coffee included each day.
INCLUDES:
All transfers abroad Airport/Hotels
Round Trip Coach Trans-Atlantic Airfare
Buffet Breakfast Daily
Major Meal each day (Lunch or Supper) with water, wine and coffee included
English Speaking local guides throughout
English Speaking Tour Manager day of arrival to day of departure
First Class Hotel throughout
Entrance Fees to Sites
VAT (Value Added Tax) 19%
Service fees for Hotels and Restaurants
EXCLUDES:
Passports and/or Visa Fees
Gratuities to Drivers, Guides, Tour escort/Manager
Luggage handling
Items of personal nature
Day 1—Trans-Atlantic Flight to Rome
All participants will depart on a bus from Mount St. Mary’s Seminary to Newark International Airport for your transAtlantic flight to Rome, Italy. Meals and entertainment are aloft and afternoon arrival in Rome.

Day 2—Rome Arrival
Upon arrival at Fiumicino, Leonardo daVinci Airport, we will clear customs, baggage claim, meet our motor-coach and
driver and immediately depart for center city Rome. Upon arrival at our hotel we will check-in, have some time to
refresh before having a short orientation of the area around the hotel. We will have a walk over to Vatican Square
before supper (included) this evening.
Day 2—Time allowing we will see the Presepe dei Netturbini and The Museum of the Poor Souls in Purgatory –see
pages 8 & 9.
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Day 3 — St. Peter’s Basilica / Vatican Museum / Sistine Chapel
At 22,067 square meters, St. Peter’s is the world’s
largest church; regarded as one of the holiest
Catholic shrines, it is a popular place of pilgrimage,
even though it is neither the Mother Church nor a
cathedral (San Giovanni in Laterano is both). It is
hard to grasp its proportions until you have seen it.
Particularly impressive is its height, 136 meters from
the ground to the top of the magnificent dome, the
tallest in the world. According to Catholic tradition,
the Basilica is the burial site of the apostle St. Peter,
the first Pope and Bishop of Rome. St. Peter's tomb
is
said to be below the high altar. Many popes have
been buried here since the Early Christian period. A
church has been on this site since Roman Emperor
Constantine the Great. Construction of the present
basilica, which replaced the basilica of the 4th
century, began on 18 April 1506 and was completed in 1626. St. Peter’s Basilica is also famous as a magnificent
work of art, to which major Renaissance artists, including Michelangelo, Bramante, Raffaello, Sangallo and Giacomo
della Porta contributed. Gian Lorenzo Bernini designed the ample staircase and elliptical square surrounded by
columns, which “introduces” the basilica, with the façade by Carlo Maderno.
We will also visit the Vatican Museum and culminate with the Sistine Chapel. The Vatican Museums originated as a
group of sculptures collected by Pope Julius II (1503-1513) and placed in what today is the Cortile Ottagono∙ within
the museum complex. The popes were among the first sovereigns who opened the art collections of their palaces to
the public thus promoting knowledge of art history and culture. As seen today, the Vatican Museums are a complex of
different pontifical museums and galleries that began under the patronage of the popes
At the end of the tour there will be
free time for anyone who would like to
visit the Cupola: Not that many
visitors know that it is possible to
climb up to the top of St Peter’s dome:
it is a fantastic experience, and a great
opportunity to enjoy a dizzying city
panorama all around Rome and to
admire a top down view of St Peter’s
basilica nave. At the entrance to the
basilica, after the security check, there
is a sign that directs you to the far
right of the portico (past the Holy
Door) and to the kiosk for the
elevator. You can take the elevator to
the roof level (saving 320 steps), but if
you want to be on the top of the
cupola you must take the stairs for the last portion (551 steps in total). The entrance cost is Cost 7 Euros for
elevator, 5 Euros for stairs.
After the brief elevator ride (or the first 320 steps), before your climb to the dome, you can stop and enjoy the view
from the gallery inside the dome looking down into the basilica . Take a few moments to absorb the astonishing
beauty of the cupola from within, looking down onto the main altar.
Michelangelo himself designed this dome, which measures 135m (450 ft.) above the ground at its top and stretches
42m (139 ft.) in diameter. Legend has it that in deference to the Pantheon, Michelangelo made his dome 1.5m (5
ft.) shorter across, saying “I could build one bigger, but not more beautiful, than that of the Pantheon.” Carlo
Maderno later added the dome-top lantern. The climb to the top of the dome proceeds through progressively
narrower and sloping stairs. The narrow passageway can be uncomfortable if you are claustrophobic
Supper included this evening.
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Day 4 — Saint Paul Outside the Walls
San Paolo Fuori Le Mura is the second largest
basilica of the four. It was founded by the Roman
emperor Constantine over the burial place of St.
Paul (now under the papal altar), making it a
popular pilgrimage site. The huge basilica has
maintained the original structure with one nave
and four aisles, but it was almost entirely reconstructed in 1823 following a fire. The covered
portico that precedes the façade is a Neoclassicist addition from the reconstruction. What
remains of the ancient basilica is the interior portion of the apse with the triumphal arch. South of
the transept is the cloister, considered one of the
most beautiful of the Middle Ages.
Afterwards:
Tre Fontane is a 12th century monastery church at the Abbey of Tre Fontane, the legendary site of the martyrdom of St
Paul. The abbey is an ancient pilgrimage site, and has two other churches as well as the monastery church. These are
Santa Maria Scala Coeli and San Paolo alle Tre Fontane The martyrdom of St Paul is mentioned by St. Ignatius of Antioch, and later by Eusebius of Caesarea who added the detail that it occurred in the reign of the emperor Nero. The actual year is unknown, although AD 67 is usually quoted. The tradition that he was beheaded with a sword was deduced
from his status as a Roman citizen, as this was the chosen method of executing malefactors of that class at the time.
The basilica of San Paolo Fuori le Mura has been venerated as the site of his burial since very early times, and it seems
that this was the site of his martyrdom, too. The developed legend describes how St Paul was beheaded at a site now
marked by the church of San Paolo, and that three springs of water emerged from the ground where his head bounced.
Then his body was carried some distance back to the site of San Paolo Fuori le Mura for burial. The earliest evidence
for Benedictine monks occupying the monastery dates from 1080, when it was put under the authority of the abbey of
San Paolo Fuori le Mura, itself governed by the abbey of Cluny. Today much of the abbey's income comes from selling
its products, and nowadays that of other Cistercian monasteries. So, now there is a shop selling Cistercian products
from abbeys worldwide, and doubles as a small bar where you can drink Trappist beer. This cannot be recommended
too highly.
Santa Maria del Terzo Millennio alle Tre Fontane - Saint Mary of the Third Millennium of the Three Fountains
This is the church of the pilgrimage shrine of Our Lady of Revelation (Il Santuario della Vergine della Rivelazione). This was founded as a result of a set of visions of Our Lady to a private individual. The Church’s Magisterium has not pronounced on the validity of the apparitions, nor on the doctrine promulgated
thereby.
The shrine was built as a result of alleged visions of Our Lady experienced on the
site by Bruno Cornacchiola (1913-2001). At the time that they occurred he was a
city tram conductor, and was apparently both an Adventist and a Communist sympathizer.
He had been a rabid anti-Catholic, but according to his testimony had been visiting the abbey with his three children in 1947 when they saw an apparition of Our
Lady as a young woman holding a copy of the Bible and standing in a natural
grotto by the side of the road. As a result he converted to the Church, and made it
his life's work to found a pilgrimage centre for Our Lady of Revelation at the
cave.
Pizza Lunch included, supper on your own.
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Day 5 — Civita di Bagnoregio / Birthplace of St. Bonaventure
Founded by Etruscans more than 2,500 years ago. The population
dwindle to just fifteen residents over the course of the 20th century.
The Civita (Old City) was the birthplace of Saint Bonaventure, who
died in 1274. The location of his boyhood house has long since fallen
off the edge of the cliff.
He entered the Franciscan Order in 1243 and studied at the University of Paris, possibly under Alexander of Hales, and certainly under
Alexander's successor, John of Rochelle. In 1253 he held the Franciscan chair at Paris. Three years earlier his fame had earned him the
position of lecturer on The Four Books of Sentences—a book of theology written by Peter Lombard in the twelfth century—and in 1255
he received the degree of master, the medieval equivalent of doctor.
After having successfully defended his order against the reproaches of the anti-mendicant party, he was elected Minister General of the Franciscan Order. On 24 November 1265, he was selected for the post of Archbishop of York; however, he was never consecrated and resigned the appointment in October 1266.
The only relic of the saint is the arm and hand with which he wrote his Commentary on the Sentences, which is now
conserved at Bagnoregio, in the parish church of St. Nicholas.
He steered the Franciscans on a moderate and intellectual course that made them the most prominent order in the
Catholic Church until the coming of the Jesuits. His theology was marked by an attempt completely to integrate faith
and reason. He thought of Christ as the "one true master" who offers humans knowledge that begins in faith, is developed through rational understanding, and is perfected by mystical union with God. By the 16th century, Civita di Bagnoregio was beginning to decline, becoming eclipsed by its former suburb Bagnoregio. At the end of the 17th century,
the bishop and the municipal government were forced to move to Bagnoregio because of a major earthquake that accelerated the old town's decline. At that time, the area was part of the Papal States. In the 19th century, Civita di Bagnoregio's location was turning into an island and the pace of the erosion quickened as the layer of clay below the stone was
breached in the area where today's bridge is situated. Bagnoregio continues as a small but prosperous town, while the
older site became known in Italian as La città che muore ("The Dying Town").
The town is noted for its striking position atop a plateau of friable volcanic tufa overlooking the Tiber river valley, in
constant danger of destruction as its edges fall off, leaving the buildings built on the plateau to crumble. The city is also
much admired for its architecture,
some spanning several thousand years.
Civita di Bagnoregio owes much of its
unaltered condition to its relative isolation: the town was able to withstand
most intrusions of modernity as well as
the destruction wrought by two world
wars.
Lunch included in Civita
Bagnoregio.
Supper on your own
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Day 6 — Subiaco: Starting point for St. Benedict.
We will depart Rome this morning after breakfast heading southward to our first stop, Subiaco, the first of 14
monasteries built by St. Benedict. We will celebrate Mass here today. Afterwards, we will have a guided tour of the
monastery.

When St. Benedict, at the age of fourteen (c. 494), retired from the world and lived for three years in a cave
above the river Anio, he was supplied with the necessities of life by a monk, St. Roman. From this grotto,
St. Benedict developed the concepts and organization of the Benedictine Order. He built twelve monasteries, including one at the grotto, and placed twelve monks in each. In 854 Pope Leo IV is said to have consecrated an altar to Sts. Benedict and Scholastica and another to St. Sylvester. Another renovation took place
in 1053 under Abbot Humbert of St. Scholastica. Abbot John V, created cardinal by Pope Gregory VII,
made the grotto the terminus of a yearly procession, built a new road, and had the altars re-consecrated.
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We will conclude our day with supper included at a rustic restaurant with local regional cuisine: Santuccio Restaurant
in Sezze Romano. All the food products, wines, cheeses meats are locally produced. This restaurant has 4.5 stars on
Trip Advisor. Meal to include wine, water and coffee. Return to Rome for overnight.

“Santuccio” la ristorazione semplice e genuina tra i Monti Lepini”
“The locale was born as a country inn when Sante Perciballe, then Mayor of Sezze, in order to overcome a relative
lack of food (eateries) in the country, decided to venture into this family-run business. It was June 1969: he did not
have a specific preparation, nor an idea of what would entail the organization of lunches and ceremonies. However,
he pointed to the great culinary abilities of his wife Lina, who, was tied to "simple" dishes of rural tradition. They
were, however, really exceptional and he did not go wrong! "Signora Lina’s dishes remind me of the aromas and
tastes of those cooked by my grandmother." Taken from the “IPMAGAZINE”
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The Museum of the Poor Souls in Purgatory
The Church itself is a brilliant gothic jewel amid the
otherwise heavy Renaissance churches in Rome.
Inside, its three naves are crowned with altars to the
Saints: outside, its central tower soars above the
rest, points to Heaven moving the soul upward.
Over the entryway is a marble relief sculpture of the
Poor Souls, who also look upward with hope, for
Heaven is their destined home after their time of
suffering is over. They look upward seeking relief.
Catholic doctrine teaches us that Purgatory is a
place of suffering, where souls atone for their sins.
The artifacts in the Museum attest to these truths.
Each glass display holds a different item –
Scriptures, prayer books, a tabletop, an article of
clothing – that bears the singed marks of the hands of souls in Purgatory.
These souls were permitted by God to return to earth to ask family members or friends for prayers or Masses and leave
behind some evidence of their suffering. Thus, they give testimony for Catholics of all epochs that Purgatory exists, a
physical place of atonement.

Origin of the Museum
In the 19th century, under the influence of the Enlightenment, ‘modern’ minds were already doubting these truths of the
Catholic Faith. One good defense of the Faith
came from a French priest, Fr. Victor Jouet of
the Order of the Sacred Heart - founded in
1854 by Fr. Jules Chevalier with the purpose
of saying Masses and prayers for the repose of
the Poor Souls..

In 1897, the Order in Rome had a chapel
dedicated to Our Lady of the Rosary. On
September 15, the chapel caught fire. When it
subsided, the clear image of a suffering face,
portraying a soul in Purgatory, was noticed on
one charred wall. This impressed Fr. Jouet
deeply, and he became interested in finding
other concrete evidence of manifestations of
the souls in Purgatory to living.
With the support of Pope St. Pius X, Fr. Jouet
traveled throughout Belgium, France,
Germany and Italy, collecting these relics –
proofs of the existence of Purgatory – to
house in the Gothic Church that the Order was building to replace their chapel in Rome.
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Presepe dei Netturbini
Get a new perspective on the creche
of Bethlehem at Il Presepe dei
Netturbini, a model village of Jesus'
birth created by a waste collector. In
close proximity to the Vatican, this
spacious recreation of the nativity
grotto expresses the devotion of a
municipal sanitation employee,
including various junk such as
fragments from the facade of the
Vatican's basilica thrown out after
restoration. Tucked away in a
former storehouse, the scene has
been meticulously built since 1972
and now features more than 100
houses individually lit by bulbs
representing hearths. It draws plenty
of visitors--including a few popes-and grows from year to year, adding
new items from the streets of
Vatican.

In the most beautiful time of the year, we celebrate the nativity scene in Via dei Cavalleggeri, a stone's throw from the
Holy Office and St. Peter's. Born from the passion of an enlightened man, Mr. Giuseppe, who has dedicated his whole
life to the realization of a work that has become, not surprisingly, incredible. Enriched over time, chronologically, with
stones and stones brought by its pilgrimages of faith in the world. Thanks to word of mouth first and to the media then,
which became so well known to all, that many wanted to contribute, each with a personal stone of origin, so that the
crib would represent the peoples of all faiths and origins in an endless work in progress. It's not surprising, then, to see
so many people quenched on the pavement, waiting to access the premises of the AMA where he shows himself the
permanent artifact. Near Christmas, prominent secular personalities, even Mother Teresa and all the Popes of our time
have left the papal state to visit and bless him. John Paul II was in love with his work. An artist, therefore, who has
become a character of his own, but also a proud municipal employee; a garbage collector
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Day 7—FREE DAY for SHOPPING
Today after Mass you can enjoy the entire day on your own visiting sites, churches or museums or just getting in
some of that last minute shopping over by the Pantheon or Borgo Pio. Alternatively, we could do a half day tour of
the sites listed below.
Another suggestion would be to visit the Roman Omni Theater. The “Time Elevator”; a film that spans two and a
half thousand years of Roman history will review and culminate many of the events and sites of the last days in Rome.

OR
CLASSICAL & MONUMENTAL ROME Optional Tour
(Price will be subject to the number of participants)
We will begin with our visit of Rome, visiting such sites as the Coliseum, the Capitoline Hill, Roman Forum, the Pantheon and the Fountain of Trevi, the Spanish Steps and much more. The Eternal City was the capital of the Roman
Kingdom, the Roman Republic and the Roman Empire, which was the dominant power in Western Europe and the
lands bordering the Mediterranean for over seven hundred years from the 1st century BC until the 7th century AD.
The city is regarded as one of the birthplaces of western civilization. Since the 1st century AD Rome has been the seat

of the Papacy and, after the end of Byzantine domination, in the 8th century it became the capital of the Papal States,
which lasted until 1870. In 1871 Rome became the capital of the Kingdom of Italy, and in 1946 that of the Italian Republic. Tonight we will have a farewell supper with Music, Wine and Water included.

Day 8—Departure to USA
Morning departure from Leonardo d’Vinci Airport to Newark Liberty International Airport . Time schedule
to be announced.
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FOR FURTHER INFO CALL
Fratelli & Company Group Travel
E-mail — louis@fratelliandcompany.com – tel. or fax (908)766 -8994
Or
Fr. John Trigilio - trigilio@msmary.edu
TOTAL PACKAGE— $ 2,450. per person (double occupancy)
(price includes Airport Taxes and Fuel Surcharges they are subject to change)
Price quoted is based on payments made by check or cash only. For credit cards please add 3.50%

RETURN THIS FORM WITH YOUR DEPOSIT — PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Mount St. Mary Seminary Pilgrimage—2020
FEBRUARY 29—MARCH 7, 2020

Name as it appears on passport: _____________________________________Male______ Female ___________
Street Address: _____________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip:______________________________________________________________
Cell or Res. Tel: ________________Work Tel:_________________ Email:_____________________________
Date of Birth: _________________________Place of Birth: (City, State, Nation_________________________
US CITIZENS
U S Passport #:_______________________________________Expiration Date:_________________________
(please include a photocopy or email a PDF scan of your passport)
FOREIGN NATIONALS
Foreign Passport # ___________________

Expiration Date__________

Alien Registration # (Green Card)________________________
If you DO NOT have a passport at this time, please indicate, then provide to the tour operator/tour organizer with
the passport info ASAP.
I wish to room with: (room mate name)_____________________________________________________________
Private Accommodations or Single Room:__+ Single Supplement Fee $250.
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:

Fratelli & Co. GTC
26 Pill Hill Road
Bernardsville, NJ 07924
$250. – Due Now with Tour Application.
Balance in Full Due 60 days prior to departure date. December 29, 2019
LIST SEVERE FOOD or MEDICATION ALLERGIES: (optional)
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TERMS & CONDITIONS
Reservations/Deposits/Payments: Deposit of five hundred dollars ($250.00) is required at the time of booking. No reservation is confirmed until the deposit is received by the tour operator. Balance of the tour price is due and payable sixty (60) days prior to departure.
Minors And Infirm: Children under the age of 18 must be accompanied by a parent/guardian or a responsible adult deemed worthy by
the parent/guardian. If a minor is traveling with any person other than parent/guardian then the responsible adult will provide the travel
agent/tour operator and have in his/her possession a notarized letter from the parent/guardian giving that adult full permission to make
decisions on their behalf and permission to room with the minor. No minor will be allowed to room alone without the parent/guardian or
named responsible adult. Due to the physical demands of the tour and the inaccessibility of handicap facilities abroad, no physically
handicapped person may be a tour passenger.
Tour Price: The tour price in this brochure is based upon the U. S. currency vs. the European Euro at the time of printing, October, 1,
2019. If changes in these rates occur, it may change the price accordingly. The tour price is based on booking a minimum of 25 paying
passengers. A lesser amount could increase the price of the tour. Should the price of the tour change for any of the reasons mentioned
above, the passenger will then have the right to cancel the reservation and receive a full refund of payment made to date, provided that
written notice be received by Fratelli & Co. within 7 (seven) days of the notification of the price change. Otherwise, the cancellation
policy written below prevails. Airport Taxes which are included in the tour price are subject to change. No refund will be made if the
passenger is dissatisfied with any of the accommodations; fails to use any of the accommodations included in the tour price, or must return home prior to completion of the tour.
Cancellations: Land and Air arrangements may be canceled and passenger may receive a full refund less one hundred ($100.) dollars
cancellation fee if the cancellation is made no less than ninety (90) days prior to the scheduled departure date. If cancellation is made
less than sixty (60) days prior to scheduled departure, there is no refund unless a suitable replacement passenger books the tour in his/her
place. For these reasons we recommend you take Travel Insurance.
Travel Insurance: Health, accident, Trip Interruption/Cancellation and baggage insurance are NOT included; brochures can be made
available through your travel agent.
Sightseeing & Itinerary: Sightseeing is included as specified in the itinerary with English-speaking guides and customary entrance
fees. The tour operator reserves the right to vary the sequence of the itinerary and/or reroute the order of cities, should circumstances
arise.
Passports: A valid passport is required, and MUST be shown upon request to the travel agent/tour operator, tour leaders and any airline
personal and customs officials.
Responsibility: Fratelli & Co., your tour operator has arranged a vacation package which may include one or more of the following: air,
land transportation, hotel accommodations and food service. Neither the tour operator nor the organizer own, operate, manage, or control
any hotel, bus company, railroad, cruise line, service provider, restaurant, airline transportation company, person or persons rendering
any of the services, and/or accommodations offered in connection with this tour. The tour operator and/or tour organizer do not guaranty
any passenger’s safety who participates in the tour. Accordingly, the passenger understands that he or she has no claim against the tour
operator or organizer for any delay, or other irregularity caused by a third party service provider, damage to or loss of property, injury to
or death of the person due to any action or failure to act by the air carrier, bus carriers, private cars, livery carriers, railroad, ships, hotels,
restaurants and any service providers in connection with this tour, strikes, war, or any acts of God. Under these circumstances, no portion of the tour price will be refunded. It is advisable that you cover any potential risks with insurance coverage.
Cancellation of Passenger’s Rights: In an effort to make the tour pleasant for all, the tour operator reserves the right to: 1.cancel any
reservation and refund the tour price, pursuant to the cancellation clause, of any passenger who acts irrational by words, actions and demeanor prior to the tour departure; 2. refuse further participation in the tour once the tour begins, with no refund given, to passengers
who: act unruly, irrational, unduly argumentative, incite trouble among passengers, endanger the health and/or safety of the other passengers, tour operator, tour organizer, and/or tour escort, or if they become physically or emotionally disabled and create a burden that the
remaining passengers are unwilling to accept. No tour passenger, tour operator, tour organizer, tour escort, will be obligated to assist any
infirm, handicapped or injured passenger.
Inclusions: All hotel taxes, service charges, First Class Three Star Hotel, Comprehensive sightseeing as per itinerary, English-speaking
guides, Breakfasts, lunches and dinners (including in flight meals) as per itinerary.
Exclusions: Passport and visa fees, tips for tour escorts, drivers, guides, food service personal, hotel maids, phone calls, laundry services,
and other items of a personal nature. Rates do NOT include beverages at meals unless specified in the itinerary. Rates do not include
transportation to and from US airports or baggage handling in the United States.
Physical and Emotional Limitations: The tour operator cannot be held responsible for any part of the tour missed due to physical or
emotional limitations. Anyone who cannot participate in an event will not receive a refund for any unused portion. Further, if anyone
must stop or return to a hotel or motor-coach during a tour, and uses public transportation or taxis, it will be their responsibility to pay for
the transportation.
Miscellaneous: Any Litigation concerning this tour shall be brought in the State of New Jersey. This agreement shall be construed according to New Jersey and Federal law. The tour operator shall not be responsible for any typographical errors or misprints. The tour
operator reserves the right to substitute in its discretion any air, land and sea carrier, hotels, and service providers and itinerary.
I have read terms and conditions of the tour and accept them. I represent I am not physically or emotionally
challenged and I am able to meet the physical demands required by this tour.
________________________________________________________________________________ _____________________
signature:
date:
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