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In This Issue...

Mission
NJTA has been established for the enjoyment and
preservation of the Triumph automobile. NJTA is
open to all owners of Triumph autos and to those interested in the Triumph brand.

Contact List
Ray Homiski
908-418-2253 : TR3RAY@gmail.com
Cliff Besett
718-442-1756 : Cliffwizard@aol.com
Ken Blair
973-625-5469 : GT6Ken@gmail.com
Ron Weinger
908-575-7064 : sheron@worldnet.att.net
Lillian Blair
Debra Lipp
freyacrue@aol.com
Glenn Schwenker
Gschwenker@verizon.net
Peter Nelson
Eric Boehm
Art Wildman
awildman1@verizon.net
Ray Homiski
908-418-2253 : TR3RAY@gmail.com

Allen Rosenberg 732-742-4642
Steve Bodenweiser 610-207-7651

The New Jersey Triumph Association is a local chapter of the Vintage Triumph Register, the Triumph
Sports Owners Association and the Triumph Register
of America.
Membership dues are $25 for the first year’s registration which includes the official NJTA club pin. Renewal membership dues are $20 annually thereafter.
Dues are to be submitted by April of each year. This
entitles you to participate in all club activities, meetings and elections. You will also receive the Club
newsletter, The Coventry Chronicle, in which you are
able to post free classified ads for a run of three
months. You can find the membership form on the
last page of this newsletter.
The Coventry Chronicle is the official publication of
the New Jersey Triumph Association and is published
monthly.
Technical material is provided for reference only and
should be utilized advisedly.
Opinions expressed are those of the
contributors or correspondents and
are not those of the New Jersey Triumph Association,
its members or its officers or advisors.
Visit us at our web site
www.njtriumphs.org
Please submit articles, letters and information to the
Coventry Chronicle Editor
Ray Homiski
P.O. Box 6
Gillette, NJ 07933
e-mail
TR3RAY@gmail.com

Presidents Message
By Ray Homiski

I heard it said that we have more
going on then ever before in the club.
Since I have only been a member since
2009, it is hard for me to do a fair comparison. Still there seems to be a flood of
activities that we either have done or are
on the planning table right now to be
done.
The health of any club can be measured not in the total amount of members
only but moreover in the active participants in club events. To that end, I would
say we are doing fine. With the variety of
events, locations and timing we have
something for everyone. We strive to
make events available to the entire State
of NJ and we have many members from
New York as well. We look to do things
on Saturdays, Sundays and during those
times where they would not conflict with
other major events. All this adds up to
having a variety of things to do all during
the season and even some after the season.
As I write this, we are coming off of
a very successful Veterans Show in Lyons, NJ. This being our 3rd year we had
a record number of both British Cars, Military Vehicles and even some American
Iron. This event is to show support for
our Veterans in the hospital and we hold
this event right on site allowing them to
attend and take part. This year we had
some really good support from several
areas.

These sponsors help us with expenses, door prizes, gifts for the Vets and
more. Each year it has grown from the last
and now we have another partner that will
come on board for next year. The Military
Transport Association will be co-owners of
this event going forward.
This event conceived by NJTA Vice
President Cliff Besett with the help of Secretary Debbie Lipp has grown legs and is
now a regular on our events calendar. You
can see photos of this event on our web
site and Facebook page. Or click on the
ribbon photo below.
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New Jersey & Other States’
Triumph Stories
by Glenn Roy
I recently wrote something of what might be
called “Staggering” for a newsletter. I am a NJTA club member in retirement, following a 32year career of research fellow in the food and
beverage industry. I draw from a pension worth
those “corporate layonly 17 years
offs” that had me move my wife and kids over
four states. I still have great sustainable economy sarcasm for graduating chemists. My niche
of happiness was found in academia after 11
years of parttime appointments in NY, IL,
PA, and NY. I
am currently an
Adjunct Professor teaching Organic Chemistry
at Vassar College in Poughkeepsie, NY.
This title-of-liking
as a part-time
job allows me to
spend money on
revisiting and
re-energizing my British Car hobby, and sustain other hobbies.
Retirement is time consuming – you understand
– don’t you?
This is the year of my best expectations; my
(3rd) Stag will stop ‘marking its territory’ and the
1964 TR4 of 42 years is back to life. Should I
talk about (admit here) doing 94 mph on a ma-

jor VT highway in my TR4 while coming back from
partying in Montreal as a college student in Burlington?” I have “restored” eight British cars to
date. Today, my arthritis and other maladies have
slowed me down a lot since the 1990’s. But the
enjoyment of British cars hasn’t been lost. In my
retirement, I pray for only a few things: my health,
my family, and of course my hobbies. One has me
spending inordinate amounts of money to fill a
freezer. The other is the continued joy in driving
and… less in repairing the Triumphs. I do love that
joy in driving! Forward to some stories!!
My Triumph herd has now been culled down to
two. ‘Grandpa Glenn’
gave one of the Stags
to Brooks, his son. I
am a recent (2011)
grandfather to Solomon, who says, “

.” Triumph Stag
Parts USA has kept
both on the road. I
must acknowledge
Founder and Fellow
Stagger, Michael Coffey, as my “go-to” expert. I am usually
buried alone in the garage with trusted parts and
superior advice.
The Other States’ story begins well before the
Stags. In 2014, I am to make roadworthy (again)
my first car, from 1972. My Dad said not to take
the TR to St. Michael’s College in VT. I didn’t listen. I went off the highway in VT snow in 1974.
Then the 1964 TR4 rolled over a deer a few years
ago and nothing was ever the same since. The
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undercarriage suffered torn brake, hydraulic
and gas lines. Worst was a snapped head
pipe and exhaust manifold. In this 50th year,
there should be gasoline and tires burning, as
well as cigars. Over 42 years many 114,558
miles have been driven, safely. Other States’
Stories include a 1973 XJ6 and the 1969 TR6
cars remained in Chicago and the 1971 and
1975 TR6s in NY. Oh, the TR6’s are a higher
adrenaline car on the race track than my older TR4. I could part a
trade for my 1964
TR4 for a 1971 TR6
easy.
I post-graduated from
the Ohio State University in 1980 and
came back to NY.
The TR4 didn’t fare
Ohio weather well at
all. I blew a head
gasket. And Dad only
told me not to take to college! I had it
shipped at new job expense to my NY rented
house after being rear ended by an uninsured
OH motorist in a beater. Go figure. I am married then and with boy and girl by 1982. I did
do a pretty good ”final” restoration of the 1964
TR4 during 1980-6, upon employment. But I
had to have a TR6! I mechanically restored
and welded stiffeners in a 1971 TR6 to mostly
drive in NY over the Tappan Zee Bridge to
General Foods in Tarrytown for six years. At
a time of family finance woes, it was put up
“For Sale.” It was actually
to a man who
came to buy it. You see, I gave the Honda
keys to my then 5 year old son, Brooks, after I
juggled the cars around in the driveway. I had
moved the Honda up into the sloped driveway

and then allowed the potential buyer to start the TR6.
Suddenly, the Honda was rolling toward the buyer
man and the TR6! In desperation and strength we
both tried to stop the Honda. The Japanese car
dragged the buyer (he) and scarring skin while the
seller (me) protected the TR6. Analysis: son did not
return keys to Mom; he got in Honda and took it out of
gear. Note: Dad did not engage parking brake. Doctor
bills later, buyer man agreed to take the Six as reparation.
A job layoff in 1986
moved us to Illinois.
There I bought a 1969
TR6 project car and used
it to commute to the NutraSweet Co. in Mt. Prospect for nearly five years.
It was a really fast TR6
without all the emissions
stuff attached. I eventually sold it because I still
had my TR4 in my garage being repaired after the accident at OSU (“and
married with too many cars”). Then I had the (midlife
crisis?) Jag. In 1989, in Streamwood, IL, I had a
nightmare experience with a purchased 1973 Jaguar
XJ6 after doing a successful in-board rear brake replacement. That car drove beautifully until, on a suburban roadway, a total rear suspension failure
occurred when the IRS rear end broke loose while
accelerating from a green light. My embarrassing moment was watching out the driver’s door as the IRS
rear end assembly wobbled. I traded it in for a Dodge
Neon but kept the hood ornament. Laid off again in
1990, I traveled to Pittsburgh, PA and took my TR4 to
and won
first place in the participants choice not the race
track!)!
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Then the hobby quieted down when laid off
again. I ended up employed back in NY just
35 minutes from where I grew up in Oakland,
NJ. In 1997, I happened upon a barn find in
Wappinger Falls, NY, a mint 1975 TR6 with
only surface rust. I began a restoration by
sand blasting the chassis and painting myself
in POR15. I ended up gifting it to my brother
beautifully restored. He has since sold it in
NJ. I do have an odd way of giving cars
away.
My 17 year Stag ownership has been
enjoyable if energy
consuming. I’ve
had three Stags in
that time. One was
a real cut-up story!
Another Stag became a college
graduation gift to
my son, while the
third Stag became
a fulfilled dream on
page #114 in the
Rimmer Bros. catalog (Edition 2.1 ).
Geez, how did this Stag obsession begin and win me over from the TR6’s and my
first TR4? I was an Oakland, New Jersey resident and VT college student in 1972. I went
with my teenager friend, the late “Boy Scout”
Bob Kennedy in our first “fixer upper cars”
TR4s to visit the British Leyland showrooms
in Leonia, NJ. A Saffron yellow Stag stood
proudly in the showroom. Wow, “I
” is what I remember saying to Bob.
That Stag’s visual was tucked in my mind for
25 years (because we didn’t own cameras at
that age).

In 1997, I was trout fishing and happened upon an auto salvage yard in Kingston, NY and viewed
a rusting, dead, red, automatic Stag sadly implanted
with a Chevy Big Block V8 and leaving the original
engine mounts. I bought that 1972 Stag for $600 including the plastic hood scoop and had it delivered
to my home in NY where I removed the Chevy engine. I had to pursue a welding restoration over four
years of 4 inner and outer quarter panels, trunk,
floorboards and radiator surround. The BMIHT certificate indicated this Stag (LE 10002 UBW) was
shipped to British Leyland Motors Inc. in Leonia, NJ
on Dec. 6, 1971. It is
the second 1972
model Stag air
freighted to the USA
and may have been
the showroom car in
Leonia in 1972. It
was built on October
14, 1971. Sure
enough, removal of
the carpeting and
paint layers displayed that Saffron
color. And the owner’s info in the glove box identified
a resident of North Woodmere (Long Island, NY) address. I contacted him and confirmed his purchase
of that car. He does not have the original invoice but
did have it junked when the Chevy engine died. At
purchase, Engine LE 5002 UEBW was nowhere to
be found at the salvage yard. Darn! I needed a Stag
engine. I can have Brittanica Auto in Poughkeepsie
rebuild the engine. I see a white Stag out of the corner of my eye in an auto shop while in Ohio on business. A week later, I show up and trailer this $700
bucket home. This is a dead 1971 Stag with
manual transmission, good turning differential and
the lowest registration number (LE 1402 L) of which I
have seen or read. This car was far worse than my
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impulsive purchase likes to admit. I was already into intense welding restoration and
didn’t want another project that was worse. I
cut the car up. I do have a picture of this car
in half. Even a rotisserie restoration wouldn’t
have saved that car. I got about $400 in steel
recycling cash and many parts. The engine is
now rebuilt and in the 1972 Stag. In fact there
is metal from the 1971 welded into the 1972
because of the butcher-job Chevy implant. I
got quite addicted to cutting with stone blades
and arc welding, although MIG welding was
more fun.

extra engine and engine stand. The current engine
was cracked and the heads removed and in the
trunk. The 4-speed transmission was saved and
rebuilt ($1000 for sale). Brittanica Auto stepped in
again and swapped parts in an engine rebuild. I
brought the engine home to my garage and
purchased/installed a used/rebuilt J-type O/D. This
third Stag was to be the one that appeared in the
Rimmer catalog. (Not in the magazine as my car
just the model in the magazine I dreamt of). And
my muscles and brains used back in the late 90s
made that the last project. The spray booth garage
is closed, unless I repaint the TR4.

My son Brooks now owns that 1972
Stag in Emerald green with a 1971 Triumph
V8 engine. My son and I entered the green
Stag at The Roadster Factory Summer
Party 2001 and we
won best campsite
(not car) for the Safari theme. The
Roadster Factory
was where I left the
Stag with my son.
What a great college
graduation gift. He
drove it for his wedding.

By Spring of 2004, I had put about 600 Stag
miles on locally. I had the usual carburetor issues
and minor run-in adjustments that made for a pretty quick car. The wire
wheels were challenging (to clean, balance
and tube). My confidence in driving the
Stag enticed me to go
to MossFest NJ Fall
2004 and I couldn’t
wait to use the O/D on
the highway. The Texas Stag died at mile 45
on that trip with just
705 miles on its new
engine. Upon disengaging from O/D 4th
gear and coasting into the exit ramp to 20mph, I
applied the brakes and suddenly heard a knocking.
I pulled over quickly and the engine just lost power, chugged its last turn and stopped. It was towed
and left at “Nick’s Garage” in NJ. Nick used a cylinder scope and saw a bent valve. Clearly the Stag
swallowed a valve (see photos). Evidently, my former Brittanica Auto mechanic (back in the UK

I searched to reward myself with another Stag found for sale in Texas. In April
1999, I spent $1,000 for a Mk2 Stag out of
BrazoSport in Dallas. The owner had it in
storage for 20 years, putting only 47,000
miles on since new. (picture with my son
when it was moved home.) My spirits lifted as
the restoration went quickly over 3 years. Not
a lot of welding really. This Stag came with an
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now) had installed a loose valve keeper? I
authorized repair but Nick Hanges passed
away just a few weeks later. I then patiently
waited for the estate to be settled and regain
custody of the Stag. It took nearly 6 months.
It’s great to
have friends! Fellow
Stagger, Kevin Murphy of Ridgefield CT
and serious Series III
Rover owner, as a
valued friend, guided
the rebuild. For
about six years all
was enjoyable. My
work calendar was
busy enough to attend the VTR Convention in 2003,
Stowe British Invasions, VTR at Richmond, VA in 2004, VTR at Valley Forge, PA
in 2007 and a photo in VTR magazine (issue
#138, 2013, p.21). I raced both the green and
the blue Stags at
at Lime Rock Park, CT where the ’73 Stag
took 7th out of 31 in Autocross, with a 3rd
place in 8 cylinder performance. Brooks and I
got on the track at
at another VTR meeting and coming home I blew
an over drive line that created quite a smoke
cloud. Most recently I finally gave up a Stowe
weekend for the Bronte, Canada
weekend. Truly enjoyable!
In 2009 I had the distinct honor to
meet John Macartney during the Triumph
Transamerica Charity Drive. We are in a photo in his freshly restored 1973 Stag about to
continue on the 10,000 mile trek for PTSD.
Then one day in 2010, I drove home
35 miles on the highway from my fiancés
house in an unbelievable deluge of horizontal

rain. The Stag swallowed so much rain through the
air intake that I Iost nearly all power on the highway but just made it into my driveway with minimal
1st gear throttle. Inside I was dry, or nearly so. The
Stag was never the same again, until this year!
Slowly, I dried out the
Stag. I blew out cylinders with air, chased
frayed wires, cleaned
grounds, changed plugs
and battery, and found
a melted fuse. The car
finally started after replacing nearly everything but ran poorly for
more than a year. It felt
more like a 4-cylinder.
Acceleration was bucking. Dennis Culligan of
and newsletter editor, mentioned he had a similar symptom in his
TR6. He suggested installing a new distributor. So
I found a distributor body in my shed and sent it off
in MN for overto Jeff at
haul.
That did the trick. The old dizzy bearings were
done and the old Pertronix electronic ignition didn’t
survive whatever electrical overload was caused
by the deluge.
With a lot of TLC, both Stags are running
LittleBritishCars or LBCs today, very much enjoyed. I now know the feel of the Triumph V8 in top
running condition. As to the future, I want to find
the article about converting a hardtop into a surrey
top. I want to convert my 1973 hardtop that way.
The 1972 hardtop is structurally restored and
painted gweeen for my son’s Stag.
I have enjoyed driving these cars. I miss the 1975
TR6 but I’ll be driving the TR4 a lot this summer
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too. My fiance likes the TR4. Maybe she’ll
learn a manual transmission.
For the Tahiti Stag, New Jersey Triumph Association “Touch of England”, Schenley Park
PA, and VTR in NC are on my calendar now.
See you then.

Glenn Roy is a Director of Triumph Stag Club
USA
Northeast area

Club News
I had the opportunity to attend the
first Mecum auction in Harrisburg, PA.
First, let me say that I have attended
other auctions in the past, more specifically RM auctions at the Greenwich, CT
concours. Like typical auctions, they
were pretty sedate and organized.
Working like a well oiled Triumph, they
move through items efficiently and you
feel as though you know what is going
on at all times.
Now let’s contrast that with what I
experienced at Mecum. After paying my
$20 entry fee we entered a huge room
where you are greeted by several classic cars then the auction floor with seating. Up front, gold entry for bidders that
cost $500 per seat. Behind that basic
bidders at $100 per seat. I sat right behind those folks probably about 15 rows
from the front. You immediately notice
that this is not like any auction you have
attended before. Many have seen this
on TV but being there is a different experience.
The atmosphere is one of a rock
concert. Large stage, many multi media
screens each displaying different views
of cars, visual effects and imitation rock
stars. I was treated to a few tunes from
AC/DC and a cartoon hopping across
the virtual stage. The volume is ear splitting, again, acknowledging the comparison to a rock concert.
When that finally settles down you
get introductions and then some smaller
auctions for charity commence. This is
the warm up for what is coming. The volume is no less ear splitting then the mu-

sic. There is no time wasted as they have
to get through 1000 cars this weekend.
Auctioneers do half hour shifts and they
move quickly. This was one of those environments where if you scratch your head
be prepared to pay for your bid. What you
don’t see on TV is the interaction between
auction floor spotters and the bidders.
They use any means to get you to bid up
an item. They feed into your jealousy,
greed, sympathies, anything to get you to
up your bid. What I found a bit nerve
wracking is the visual signals these spotters use. Besides the hand cues and loud
screams they stand next to a bidder and
up close begin to bob around or gyrate
seemingly to get you distracted from your
financial responsibilities and coax another
bid from you.
The sound of the auctioneers voice
begins to get a bit overwhelming at times.
Frequent breaks help relieve that tension.
Likewise, the seller is bombarded with
pressure to lift reserves. They use speed
and overwhelming sound to keep you unsteady. Overall I really liked the action in
sort of a strange way. Kind of like being in
midtown Manhattan mid day on a Friday.
A friend I went with was interested in
a Sunbeam Alpine. After reading about it
on line he figured it was a $5000 to $6000
car. A personal inspection, in my view,
made me believe that it would not even
reach that value. The condition of the
paint was poor and there were uneven
panels showing signs of bad bondo application. Overspray abounds and the doors
would not close after being opened. Nothing you would detect from the on-line catalog.
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The big surprise came next. The
Alpine came up on the block and covered the $6000 right off the bat. Less
than 30 seconds later the bid closed at
$17,000 and it did not sell as it did not
meet reserve. So much for my assessment.
Another surprise was that there
were so many other large stadiums at
this facility filled with cars including a
very large tent with the cars in cue for
today's auctions. I examine several including a fantastic Bently that was exquisite. I opened the doors just to close
them and hear that sound that is like a
safe being closed. Next I came upon a
Rolls Royce that again showed signs of
poor, cheap restoration. I opened this
door and closed it and I swear, I never
saw a car shake and vibrate so much
from a door closing than this. I began to
look around to see if anyone was watching as it almost looked like I vandalized
this car. My friend gasped, he told me
he expected the door to come off or the
door jam fold in on itself. Again the catalog would not reveal this.
Bottom line, buyer beware on a
supersonic level. You can get caught up
in the hype and hypnotic atmosphere
especially if you have more money than
brains. It is totally your responsibility to
assess each vehicle you bid on. The
auction house simply facilitates the auction and does not even pretend to take a
part in assessment role. Now if you want
a 1990’s Cadillac in mint condition for a
song, this is the place for you.

Club News
At a recent local car show, member Robert Reitz met up with a New
York Giants Super Bowl Champion Stephen Baker. He snapped this photo of
Stephen behind the wheel of his Spitfire.
Seems Stephen is a real fan of the car.

Member and club Vice President
Cliff Besett recently won a prestigious
award at a local cruise night. The Galloping Hill Cruisers at 5 Points in Union, NJ
has a special award for stock European
cars.
This award was created by the family of a deceased cruiser Frank Novak. I
met him personally over the years. He had
a Jaguar XK150 in mint condition. A
dream car that he and his wife enjoyed.
He was a man in his 80s and active in the
hobby. Sadly he died at the wheel of his
personal modern car. The award is a tribute by his family given only to those special cars his family think he would have
approved. See the photo below for a
glimpse of the award and ceremony.

Member Joe Nazzaro had an article published on his 1973 TR6 in the
Petrolicious web blog. A very interesting read. Believe it or not it is a romantic
tale. Read the article by clicking on the
photo below. Guys get ready as it can
cause marital distress if read by your
significant other. Women be warned,
this is the closest to a romantic story
you will see in our newsletter.

Meeting Info
NJTA Meeting Minutes 7/22/14
By Debbie Lipp, Secretary NJTA
NJ Triumph Association Meeting Minutes
for 7/22/14
- Ice cream run - Barbecue at member
John Bullock's house in Califon, NJ on
Sunday 8/17/14. A car run and ending at
an ice cream parlor. There is no rain
date. Details are online on the NJTA website.
- The NJTA anniversary party will be on
Sunday, October 5, 2014 at Delicious
Heights in Bedminster, NJ. We will all
meet at the restaurant, go for a short car
run and then go back to the restaurant to
eat.
- Somerville, NJ cruise night is Friday,
8/15/14 in front of the court house. Cars
can start parking there around 5PM. The
spots in front of the court house are being
reserved for our Triumphs.
- The fall run will be the week after the
anniversary party on Sunday, October 12,
2014. Ken & Lillian Blair have laid out the
route - they just have to get all the specific
information down.
- The Veterans Show that was held on
7/12/14 was a success. A lot of people
showed up and we fed everyone and had
a lot of things to give out and a lot of cars
and military vehicles for everyone to see.

- Fallfest is Saturday, 9/6/14 at Liberty
Village in Flemington, NJ. Our event coincides with the 350th Anniversary of
Hunterdon County. Our show starts at
9am and the anniversary event starts at
12. There will be plenty to do, see and
buy.
- Warren Car Show - Sunday, 9/7/14 lots of classic cars and race cars
- Sunday, 8/3/14 is our show at the Intrepid museum in NYC. Only a certain
amount of cars are allowed to go due to
space. There will be a private tour by our
NJTA member, Eric Boehm, and we will
have lunch at a nearby restaurant (The
Landmark Tavern) - price is $24 per person. There will be full time security
around the cars. Everyone needs to get
to the Intrepid no later than 9am. The Intrepid officially opens at 10am to everyone and it can get pretty packed. We will
have time to walk around and take pictures and have to get back to our cars
and leave the Intrepid by 2PM.
- Lillian gave an update on the bylaws.
She said it was approved by the executive
board and will now be sent out to general
club members to look over and review.
- Tech questions
- Raffle
- End of meeting

Editorial & Response
By Ray Homiski

This comes up every now and then.
Folks approach me to say they would like
to come to one of our shows or events but
do not think their car is show worthy. To
that I say, “Nonsense!”

have. No matter how good a car looks, remember there will always be someone with
a better car. We have several people in the
club with award winning cars that they
made that way over time with limited funds.

If your car is road worthy and can
make it to a show or event then by all
means please join us. We are not an elite
club nor are we car snobs. We appreciate
each and every car that comes to a show
or event. No matter how it currently looks,
it is welcome. Many of our events even
have a category for “Diamond in the
Rough.” This is a car that is in need of
some cosmetic work but still a viable machine worthy of our club’s attention.

Time, persistence and yes, showing
the car, will all help you make that Diamond
in the Rough a gem in the eyes of others.

Recently I was invited to see a car
under restoration. The owner was concerned that even if the car was made
road worthy, it was not good enough for
the club. In this person’s eyes, the car
looked as if it could not ever be used in
an event. In my eyes the car looked really
good. I even commented that if he got the
car running there is very little needed to
make it a real gem.
I think we all see the flaws in ourselves much more than others do. Still, I
encourage each of you to bring your car
to an event and see how much attention it
attracts. You may just be surprised on
how many positive comments you get.
Remember most of the cars you see at
shows were probably in worse condition
when they started out prior to restoration.
Myself, I cannot afford unlimited funds to
make my car a first class example but I do
not worry about this, I just enjoy what I

I really want to see those hidden
gems in the light of day. You have at your
fingertips a lot of experience and willingness to help. Go to our Facebook page and
make a request, ask a question or just lurk
and see what is going on. Look at the technical tips on our web page, ask a question
for the newsletter tech tip section or attend
a meeting and ask your question in person.
All this is available to you as a member.
I am opening a challenge to all owners who have not yet brought a car to one
of our shows. Send me a photo of your car
and the club members who meet monthly
will look it over and comment on it. I will
also feature it in a future newsletter. The
goal is to expose your car to the club and
give you some ideas on what can take your
car to the next level for the least amount of
money. We can also provide some confidence in your car’s ability to show.
What have you got to lose? Send the
photos and brief description to me at the
email address in the second page of this
newsletter.
Cheers,
Ray

What’s New?
1973 GT6 MK3 up on eBay with a bid
over $12K but did not meet reserve. It
was described as a restoration with an
emphasis to detail. I have to admit, it
looked good.

1962 Triumph TR4 race car on eBay sold
for $2800. Claimed to be an SCCA race car
complete with log book. Last raced in 1974.

Claimed to be a 1955 Triumph TR3 on
eBay. There were to many inaccuracies in
this posting for me to mention in one small
clip like this. Still it sold for $4000, amazing.

1969 TR6 listed on eBay as “The
Best Restored Show Car” It was
really good but the asking price
was $40,000. Needless to say it
did not make this reserve. The bids
ended at $30,100.

Historic Bits
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Technical Q & A
I recently purchased a new tonneau cover along with a new convertible top. If
you have done one in the past, you know that they come with the “Lift a Dot” fasteners
in a separate bag. These fasteners must be placed in a way that matches the pins already in place on your car. No small task, start without a plan and you can have a very
poor result. Crooked covers, wrinkles, tears and even the possibility of missing a pin
because you used to much material on one end. Add to that the fact that these come
with NO instructions and there are none to be found on the net. Needless to say you
get one chance to do it right. Here is what I did to install the tonneau cover. I figure it
was easier than doing the convertible top for a beginner. I am pleased with the results.
Here is how I did it.
1. You start out with the Lift a Dot fasteners.
Two pieces for each one. Top piece has 4 tabs
that are to
pierce the top.
The backing
supports the
material
sandwiched
between.

2. Starting at the rear, I measured to find the
center of the car to match up with the center of
the tonneau.
Marked them
both with
tape.

3. After matching up centers, locate the pins
under the tonneau by centering the Lift
a Dot over
them. Line up
the LaD with
the edge of
the tonnear.
Mark the spot
with pen.

4. Use the mark to push the LaD down to mark
where each of the 4 tabs must be cut through the
tonneau. Note,
the Lad is oriented with the
rounded end
pointed outward
toward the edge
of the tonneau.

5. I used an exacto knife to
pierce the tonneau where each
of the tabs meets
the material.

6. Force the tabs
through the tonneau material to
assure good penetration.

Technical Q & A
Continued

7. Mark the
center again
to make sure
you have it.
Then pull the
LaD to prepare for making the hole.

8. I used a
belt hole
punch to
make the
hole in the
tonneau for
the LaD.

9. Once the
hole is
punched I
pushed the
body pin
through it to
assure it fits
and widen
the hole.

10. Place
LaD on front
of tonneau
and the
backing plate
on the back.
Bend over
tabs to mate
the two pieces.

11. After bending tabs over,
place a wood
block under
the front of the
LaD and tap
the tabs down
with small
hammer.

12. I installed the two LaDs on the back between
the gas cap. They may not be equal distant from
the gas cap because the pins may not have been
installed that
way. That is
why it is important to line up
the center of
the tonneau
with the center
of the car. I
also did this
installation in
the heat of the
sun to allow
stretching of the tonneau material so it does not
bow. It would do so if they were installed in a cold
dark area.
13. Next I installed the front
two LaDs again
stretching the
material in the
sun. I continued the process for all the
LaDs. I worked
doing two front
at a time then
two backs directly across from them until they
were all done. I then had to turn my attention to
the sides.

Technical Q & A
Continued

14. I noticed
a slit on each
side where
the body
turns down
creating the
cut down
door. This
was not like
my old tonneau that
had no slit at all. I stopped and asked the opinion of a professional installer that happens to
be an NJTA member, Ray Paterek.

15. The slit
also has a
flap of material backing it
up. I was unsure what it
was for and
how to install
it properly.
After consultation we agreed that it was to facilitate the
folding of the tonneau behind the seats without
creating that ugly wrinkle.

16. Note
that the flap
simply has
a hole
punched
into it to facilitate holding it in
place while
the LaD fits
over it holding them both together.

16. After consultation with Ray
Paterek he
asked why I was
not using a particvular tool. Basically I said
because I did not
know it existed.
He loaned me
his and what
took me nearly two days to complete the front
and rear LaDs took mere hours to do the sides
using this tool. It punches all 5 holes in the correct spot in one shot. Four small blades for the
tabs and the hole punch for the center pin. This
tool eliminates steps 5 thru 9 in this article. Now
you know how to do it the hard way and the easy
way.

Here is the finished product. Pretty good for a
first timer. Next I will tackle the convertible top.
That should provide some entertaining moments
for your all once I document it.

Technical Q & A
Continued
Now I want to see if member Eric Boehm (Curator
of the Intrepid ) will hire me to restore the old aircraft aboard the Intrepid Museum.
Since I know how to install these, I can see there
is a need for a qualified LaD person on board.

Here are a couple more shots of the finished tonneau. All done in the hot sun so now it
can shrink in the colder weather and still fit.

These photos were taken recently during the NJTA visit to the Intrepid Museum. As you can see
they used the very same fasteners for this helicopter cover. More Intrepid photos will follow in
next month’s newsletter.

Classifieds
Remember, as a member of the NJTA you are entitled to a free posting on classifieds
for 3 months running. Dig out your garage and send photos, description and contact
information to me at TR3RAY@gmail.com and I will get it listed in the next issue.

2nd Posting
1972 Triumph TR6 Sports Car (CC75356L)
113K Miles complete engine rebuild at 86K
With:
Surrey Roof
Over Drive
Webber Carbs
ASA Mufflers
Rear Tub Shock Conversion
Front Spoiler
Oil Cooler
Premium Fuel Pump
Leather Seats w/ Seat Belts
AM/FM Radio w/ CD Player
Auxiliary Power Source
Wood Crested Shift Knob
Alloy Valve Cover
New Tires (5)
New Battery
New Gearbox Cover (Polyethylene)
New Carpet w/Heat Shield
New Window Washer
Rebuilt Radiator
Rebuilt Heater
Pertronix Electronic Ignition w/Coil
Wood Created Shift Knob
Electric Fan Kit (Not Installed)
Sun Visors ( Not Installed)
Leather Rimmed Steering Wheel
w/Triumph Logo
Vince Maggio
512-514-0138H
908-240-2514 C
vincemaggio@msn.com

Regalia
I am starting a new page in the newsletter called Regalia where we will feature
the items we have for sale to club membership. These items all have the club logo emblazoned upon them. Right now I can only write up the items we have for sale along
with the price. In the near future you will see photos of the items represented here as
well. We will be doing more in the area of regalia so keep a sharp eye out for updated
information. The Regalia Director Art Wildman (awildman1@verizon.net ) can be contacted should you want to purchase any of these items.
Item
T -Shirts
Blue

Green

Gray

Polo Shirts
Gray
Red
Black
Blue
Denim Shirt
Blue
Seat Belt Pad
Red
Blue
Patches
Cars Logo
No Cars Logo
Badges
Cars Logo
License Plate
Frame
Owners Log Book

Size

Price

Medium
Large
2X Large
3X Large
Medium
Large
2X Large
Medium
Large
3X Large

$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00

Medium
Medium
Medium
Medium

$ 28.00
$ 28.00
$ 28.00
$ 28.00

Medium
X Large
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

$ 28.00
$ 28.00
$ 5.00
$ 5.00
$ 1.00
$ 1.00
$ 8.00

–

$ 1.00

–

$ 10.00

Events
Check out the Events section of our web site and this newsletter to be up to date on the latest
gatherings, both club and non-club sponsored. We really like to see new members and cars at our
shows no matter the condition or age of the car. Please try and attend one of the club meetings at the
Chimney Rock Inn in Gillette NJ. It happens each month (Except December) on the 4th Tuesday of
that month and starts at 7:30 PM. It is a great venue, you have dinner, talk cars, watch presentations
and share information about Triumph cars. You don’t need an invitation. Drop in, bring a friend and
enjoy your club and all it has to offer.
Somerville NJTA show Friday August 15th.
We meet on Main St in front of the Court
House where spaces will be reserved for us.
Event goes from 5 to 9 PM. Hope to see you.
Member John Bullock has given the date
for our annual Ice Cream Run. It will be August 17th and details are in the following flier.
John and his wife Eleanor give of themselves
and their home to run this event each year. It
is a special mid summer treat that is not to be
missed.
NJTA sponsored Fallfest in Liberty Village,
Flemington, NJ. Saturday September 6th. This
was a very successful show last year and we
look for it to be even better this time. See flyer
in this newsletter

Join us for the New Jersey Triumph Association 35th Anniversary Dinner. The date will be
October 5th, 2014 and will feature a run + dinner. The details are being worked out but mark
the date.
Also
I am looking to contact past Presidents who will
be our guests of honor. If you know of any and
can get this word out to them, please do. Have
them contact me, Ray Homiski at my email address or phone. More detail to follow.
The Annual Fall Fun Run will take place on October 12th, 2014 this year. All the details are
still being worked out but mark your calendars.
This always proves to be a great run put together by Ken & Lillian Blair, this year will feature a more southerly route.

The 2014 Vintage Triumph Register National
Convention is hosted by the Triumph Club of
the Carolinas in the Yadkin Valley region of
North Carolina. Having last hosted the convention in 1994, we are pleased to welcome
you all for a return trip, or your first visit.
The festivities will take place from Tuesday
September 9 - Sunday September 14, 2014
on the grounds of Shelton Vineyards and numerous other local venues.
Flyer

Don’t miss this one. The annual Brits on the
Beach in Ocean Grove NJ. What a great
venue for a show. A block from the beach, a
historic beach town with loads of shops, restaurants and plenty of fun for the family. The
NJTA is sponsoring some trophies this year
so come out and cheer your club on. See
the detail in this link.
Flyer

Several MG clubs have joined forces to bring
the annual Cecil Kimber Birthday Run. This
is a good, fun event. See more details in the
flier that follows.
Have you visited the NJTA web page
lately. It has been updated with many events
that are NJTA sponsored and others that are
not. All NJTA events start out with the NJTA
abbreviation on the calendar. Take a look.
http://www.njtriumphs.org/shows---events.html

New Jersey Triumph Association
Hamburger & Hot Dog Barbeque
And Ice Cream Run
Where? At the home of John & Elinore Bullock,
When? Sunday August 17
3 Tamarack Farm Lane, Califon NJ 07830
Barbeque 11:30 – 1:30
Ice Cream Run 2:00 – 3:30
The Ice Cream Run consists of a leisurely drive through back roads
and byways of Hunterdon County and finally stopping for
a well deserved ice cream treat.
Menu: We will be serving hamburgers and hot dogs with all the
appropriate toppings and sides,(sodas, chips, pickles,
sauerkraut,onions, chilli, relishes, etc, etc, etc.)
Cost: To you, zero. The club picks up the tab. Just come and enjoy
RSVP: Call John at 9088325082 or email to
johnbullock777@gmail.com
Please give the number attending.
Deadline to respond: Friday, August 15th, 2014
If the forecast for Sunday is for bad weather the event will be
canceled on Saturday and everyone will be notified by phone or
email. The event status will also be posted on the NJTA website
home page. NO RAIN DATE will be scheduled.

You are cordially invited to attend...

FALLFEST 2014
ALL BRITISH AUTOMOBILES &
MOTORCYCLES ARE WELCOME

Saturday, September 6th, 2014 - 9am to 3pm
Rain or Shine at Liberty Village, Flemington NJ
One Church Street, Flemington, NJ 08822
Show registration: $15 postmarked by August 30, 2014, $20 after and at the gate. Set up after 8:00 am. Popular
Voting until 1:30 pm with award and prizes at 3 pm. Special awards and raffle for children under 16.
Registrants will receive a dash plaque, goodie bag and raffle ticket for door prizes. Spectators are FREE. Vendor
space limited to first 10 vendors that pre-register: $25 postmarked by August 30, 2014.

Popular Vote Awards are anticipated in the following classes:
Austin - Healey
Bugeye
Sprite MkII-IV
100-4
100-6 & side curtain
3000
3000 roll up window

Jaguar
XK120-150
E-type
Other Jaguar

MG
T-series & pre war
sports
MGA MGB/GT/C chrome
bumper MGB/GT rubber
bumper
Midget chrome bumper
Midget rubber bumper

Triumph

Miscellaneous
Other British Motorcycles

TR2 & TR3
TR4, 4A, 5, & 250
TR6 early
TR6 late
TR7/8
Spitfire & GT6
Other Triumphs

Mini
Morgan
Other British Modified
British Diamond in the
Rough
Best in Show

Contact Information:
Allen Rosenberg at bigalnj@aol.com, 732.742.4642; Larry Gersten at Austhealey@aol.com, 908.879.3993;
Jon Rubel at EEMGEE@aol.com, 718.891.5776

Pre Registration Form - Please postmark by August 30,
Please make checks payable to New Jersey Triumph Association and mail to Lawrence Gersten, 38 Cora Lane, Chester, NJ. 07930
Name_________________________________________________________________________ Phone___________________________
Address_________________________________________________Email________________Will you be a vendor?__________________ Car Year,
Make & Model____________________________________________________________ Class__________________________
I hereby release AHSTC, ENYMGAC, NJTA and all volunteers, vendors, and employees from any liability as may be directly or indirectly related to this event.

Signature & Date__________________________________________________________________________________________________

New or Renewing

Membership Form

You may use this form to either begin a new or renew your membership in The New Jersey Triumph Association. The NJTA is the premier Northeastern U.S. car club dedicated to the preservation, historical archiving
and educating the public about Standard Motors Triumph Automobiles.
To start or renew your membership, please select the correct box below and fill out the form completely.
Please print clearly and fill out the entire form even if you are an existing member as information changes
over time and we need to keep current to allow you to receive all the benefits of your membership.

New Member $25

Renewing Member $20
Make your check payable to

The New Jersey Triumph Association
P.O. Box 6
Gillette, NJ 07933-0006
This membership includes you and a family member so please include that information below when filling
out this form.

Name(s)_________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Phone # ( _____)______________ (optional)
E-mail _____________________________________________
Year and model Triumph(s) owned
________________________________________________________________
There have been requests to have the roster available to the membership only. At the
minimum, we will only print name, town, state and cars owned. If you do not
want the following information included please check the appropriate box.
Do NOT include phone number in roster ________
Do NOT include full address in roster ________
(only town and state will be included)
Do NOT include e-mail address ________

