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DAV recognizes HAM veterans
Chad Parsons, director
of the local chapter of the
Disabled Veterans of
America, had a surprise
for our World War II veterans at the last monthly
meeting on April 24.

Standing left to right: Bob Morgan, John Parker, Dan Healey, Hal Muth and Sherman Best,
all USAAF veterans except for Hal Muth of the
USMC, veteran of WW2, Korea and Vietnam.

Chad Parsonns presents a
challenge coin to Bill
Brown, USN veteran of the
D-Day Landings

Chad came into possession of some gorgeous
challenge coins, minted
to commemorate the
opening of the World
War II Memorial in
Washington, DC, in
2009, and handed them
out to some of our favorite people.

Hard men, desperate times: The 19th Bomb Group in the SW Pacific
In Alis Vincimus—”On
Wings We Conquer”

that Japanese aircraft were
attacking Pearl Harbor. At
more or less the same
During the early morn- time, the radio operator on
ing hours of December 8, duty at the Cavite Navy
an Army cook just coming Yard on Manila Bay overoff duty at Clark Field on heard a message transmitthe island of Luzon tuned ted in clear from Pearl
in his Zenith Transoceanic Harbor: AIR RAID
radio to the Honolulu ra- PEARL HARBOR THIS
dio station. He heard the IS NO DRILL.
announcer broadcasting
By 0600 Philippines

time all units of the Asiatic Fleet, the Far Eastern
Air Force, and US Army
ground units were on full
alert. P-40 pursuits at
Clark, Iba and Nichols
Field were prepared to
take the air to intercept the
long-anticipated Japanese
air attack. B-17s of the
19th Bomb Group at Clark
Field went aloft to avoid

being caught on the
ground. General Brereton,
commander of the FEAF,
requested permission to
bomb Japanese airfields
on Formosa; the refusal of
permission by MacArthur
is a decision that remains
shrouded in mystery and
controversial to this day.
See HARD MEN, page 2
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By 1100 hours no attack had materialized. P-40 pursuits had to land
to refuel. The B-17s, finally given
permission to attack Formosa, landed at Clark Field to refuel and
bomb up.
What no one knew at FEAF HQ
was that the Japanese airfields on
Formosa were fogged in during the
morning. As soon as the fog
cleared, the Japanese
launched their attack,
striking Clark Field at
1240 while most of the
American airplanes
were on the ground.
An airman outside one
of the hangars looked
up and saw the incoming bombers. The reality of war had
not yet sunk in; the airman called
everyone’s attention to the “pretty
Navy formation.” Fifty-four Japanese bombers unloaded on the
field, but the worst damage was
caused by strafing A6M2 “Zero”
fighters. When the Japanese left,
they had destroyed half the bomber
and pursuit strength of the FEAF
and achieved air superiority over
the Philippines. By the end of December the 19th Bomb Group evacuated to Darwin, Australia, leaving
only a remnant of P-40 and P-35
pursuits of the 24th Pursuit Group to
continue the fight against the invading Japanese.
America did not have extensive
resources to commit to fighting the
Japanese in the early part of the
war. The 19th Bomb Group, at the
time it arrived in the Philippines in
late 1941, was the only heavybomber group deemed combatready in what had only recently
changed from the Army Air Corps
to the US Army Air Forces. The
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19th Bomb Group was equipped
with B-17D bombers, which had
neither powered turrets nor tail
guns. The 35 B-17Ds of the 19th
Bomb Group represented over a
third of the total production of B-17
bombers to date, including prototypes and the “B” and “C” versions.
The B-17E began coming off the
production line at Boeing’s Seattle,
Washington plant by the fall of
1941 but would not reach the Pacific until January 1942. The
early-model B-17E had tail
guns but the bottom turret
was remotely operated and
largely ineffective; gunners
complained its mirror-based
periscopic gunsight gave
them vertigo. This model
only saw combat in the Pacific. By the time the 8th AF in Europe incorporated bomb groups
equipped with the B-17E, the
bombers had the manned ball turret
in the belly.
The 19th Bomb Group was temporarily joined by the 7th Bomb
Group in January of 1942, in time
to operate from Java against the
Japanese coming south to seize the
oil fields in Borneo, Sumatra and
Java. Parts, especially engines,
were in short supply. New aircraft
were in even shorter supply. The
original air route to the Philippines
took the B-17s over or near Japanese territory. This route closed
with the start of the war. A South
Pacific route, via Palmyra Island,
Canton Island, Fiji and New Caledonia, was used instead. US heavy
bombers had to fly about 8000
miles from California to Australia
to reach the SW Pacific war zone.
This was originally considered such
a feat of airmanship that when the
first squadrons of the 19th Bomb

Group flew across the Pacific to the
Philippines in October 1941, the
pilots received the Distinguished
Flying Cross for the feat. Only a
year later, the flight would be considered routine.
The remnants of the Philippine
veterans from both pursuit and
heavy bomber outfits had to contend with bad weather, lack of intelligence (including inaccurate or
nonexistent navigation charts), wet
and soggy airfields, lack of spare
parts, bad food, malaria and other
less appetizing tropical diseases, all
before they could even fight the
Japanese. A formation of 6 B-17s
of varying types too often represented a maximum effort mission.
To prosecute the war against the
Japanese the 19th and 7th Bomb
Groups operated from Singosari in
Java and from Batchelor Field, 50
miles south of Darwin. Missions to
attack the Japanese fighting American and Philippine Army units on
the Bataan Peninsula had to stage
out of Del Monte field on Mindanao. Fifteen hundred miles separates Darwin from Del Monte, and
at least another 500 miles from Del
Monte to targets on Bataan, meaning a two-thousand-mile round trip
for one bombing raid. In contrast,
from 8th Air Force bases in East
Anglia to Berlin is also about 500
miles. Imagine operating from bases on the east coast of Greenland,
flying to a forward base in East Anglia to attack Berlin, then returning
to Greenland via East Anglia. At
the end of these two-thousand-mile
round trips, the bombers need repairs for combat damage as well as
routine maintenance. The crews
themselves provided the repair
work.
See HARD MEN, page 3
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The reason for this is simple, if brutal: the
ground support echelon of the 19th Bomb Group
was either trapped on the Bataan Peninsula or
had come south to Del Monte Field on the island
of Mindanao before the war started. A few crew
chiefs and mechanics were ferried out of Del
Monte, or were smuggled out by submarine from
the island of Corregidor in the mouth of Manila
Bay, but many of them died fighting on Bataan,
or in the infamous Death
Always under
March, or became
POWs when the Philip- strength in perpines surrendered to the sonnel and airJapanese in May 1942. craft, suffering
The 7th Bomb Group
from losses and
was reassigned to the
China-Burma-India The- combat damage,
ater in March 1942. The operating from
43rd Bomb Group was in makeshift forAustralia, but wasn’t yet
ward airfields
operational. Through the
summer of 1942, the 19th with limited reBomb Group remained pair facilities, the
the only operational
19th fought a desheavy-bomber unit in the perate war until it
SW Pacific.
was relieved and
Always under strength
in personnel and aircraft, sent home late in
1942. It would
suffering from losses
and combat damage, op- later be reerating from makeshift equipped with Bforward airfields with
limited repair facilities, 29 Superfortressthe 19th fought a desper- es and sent to the
ate war until it was rePacific once
lieved and sent home
again, to particilate in 1942. It would
pate in the final
later be re-equipped with
defeat of Japan,
B-29 Superfortresses
there at the beginand sent to the Pacific
once again, to participate ning and at the
in the final defeat of Ja- end.
pan, there at the beginning and at the end.
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Memories
By Linda J. Hill
I’ve been asked by the Editorial Staff of “The Fury”
to write profiles on our members, volunteers and veterans. I thought I might begin at the beginning with some
of the many memories of the museum and those who
have helped it become what it is today.
In March of 2007, my son William and I first found
out about the Museum through a newspaper article in
the Sunday edition of The Hickory Daily Record. We
had just moved to the Hickory area a few months before. While getting our bearings we noticed several old
military jets sitting in the grass area at the eastern end
of runway 6-24. William is a military history buff and
loves airplanes. He absolutely had to go see those old
jets every time we got in the car. Rain, sun, cold, snow,
it didn’t matter. Off we went to the airport!
But that article in the Sunday paper set the ball rolling for both of us. t first I wanted it to be something for
him, “his thing to do.” But it wasn’t long before all I
was hearing was ‘Mom, you have to come out there
with me and stay too. You have to be a part of this. It’s
so great!’ The next Saturday when I took him out to the
airport and the Museum, I stayed to humor him. I’ve
been humoring him ever since. Will and I helped rebuild and repaint the old flight service room there at the
main terminal building. This was where all the pilots
checked in, filed their flight plans, and checked weather
before taking off on trips. We then began helping to
create display areas for memorabilia, artifacts, and pieces on loan from various branches of the U. S. military.
As a 501 C-3 non- profit organization, we have been
blessed ten-fold with donated and “on loan” items for
all the public to see and enjoy.
In helping to create our first Museum brochure, Brian King and I chose to place importance on what we
believed the museum to be at that specific time , “A
Walk Through History,” reflecting the opportunity the
Museum creates to walk through and among the various
exhibits and the static aircraft outside on our tarmac.
Over the years, the Museum, as well as our brochure and website have been updated, but still reflect
the aura of the sacrifices made throughout history by
our Military men and women, enabling each visitor
who walks through our doors the opportunity to see a
piece of history.
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Trip takes flight at South Dakota Air & Space Museum
By Jim Keller
Planning a trip to the Black
Hills of South Dakota?
There are lots of attractions
in the Rapid City area—
Mount Rushmore, Deadwood, Sturgis (for the annual motorcycle rally).
But don’t forget the South
Dakota Air & Space Museum about ten miles east of
Rapid City on Interstate 90.
Go north about a mile at
exit 67.
It is outside Ellsworth
AFB so you don’t need
military ID and best of all,
it’s free. The museum has
about 25 airplanes and several missiles. Being right
next door to Ellsworth you
are likely to see a B-1
bomber take off or land. It
can be quite noisy since all
takeoffs are full afterburner. For the next several
months there will be several B-52’s there as well
while their Minot AFB
home base has its runways
reworked.
Back in the cold war days
the area had lots of ICBMs
and bombers. The museum
reflects that but also has the
B-25 General Dwight Eisenhower used in WW2.
Other bombers include the
B-29, B-52, B-26 and B57.
The fighters include a Sabre jet (of course) as well
as an F-84, F-100, F-101, F
-105, and F-111 (try to figure out the landing gear on
that one!). And there’s

Above: F-86
Left: B-1 Lancer with B-29
in backgroound

missiles.
The museum conducts onbase bus tours that take you
through an old missile simulator facility where they
used to train the missile
operators. No military ID
needed.
The Sturgis motorcycle
rally
is held in August and
plenty more aircraft of vari- the B-1 looks like a flying
is a time to avoid unless
ous types.
refrigerator and the B-52
you are here for the motorThe B-1 is the star of the looks like a B-52.
cycles. Motel prices jump
show, naturally. A B-1 can Most of the planes are
carry twice the payload of a outside and not fenced off. to hundreds of dollars a
night all over the area. It’s
B-52 or three times that of You can walk right up to
a B-2 and is the only one
them. Inside there are oth- jam packed with motorcycles and driving can be a
that goes supersonic and
er exhibits including an
problem. The weather is
can fly just off the ground ICBM launch facility, an
best in the months just beto hide from radar. The
F106 simulator, an early
joke goes that the B-2
form of B-1 simulator, and fore and after summer valooks like a bird on radar, several smaller planes and cation.
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The Centerfold

McDonnell F-101B Voodoo of the South Dakota Air Museum

Meeting Schedule
All monthly meetings will begin with a business meet- Further announcements concerning meetings, work
ing followed by a general meeting with a presentation. schedules, presentations, etc., will be made as part of
Meeting dates are as follows:
a new publication, the HAM Calendar, which will be
available in the Museum Gift Shop soon.
August 23
September 27
October 25
November 22
Editorial Committee

The fury
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Thomas Burkhalter
Kyle Kirby
Linda Hill
Karen Moore

The Editorial Committee thanks Emily
Killian of the Bechtol Group for her
assistance in design and layout of this
issue of The Fury.
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Henry Busch with Airlift DC-8 (photo courtesy Al Bormuth)

Recently Henry built a model of a Douglas DC-8 in the livery of cargo airline Airlift. This was the
company and type aircraft flown by Museum member Bob Morgan at the height of his career. This
model is Henry at his best.

MASTER
MODEL
MAKER
A look at the work of Henry Busch
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Bob Morgan examines Henry’s Airlift DC-8 (photo
courtesy Al Bormuth)

This model became part of the Museum
exhibits in January. Here is Bob Morgan
giving a close examination to the detail
Henry builds in.
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IF YOU LOOK IN THE DISPLAY CABINETS AT THE MUSEUM,
YOU’LL SEE SOME GOOD MODEL AIRPLANES, AND THE BEST OF
THOSE ARE DONE BY MASTER MODEL MAKER HENRY BUSCH.
Revell F-105 Model Built by Henry Busch

SA-R-1 DC-3 model as built by Henry Busch

F-4E of the 555 TFS model as built by Henry Busch

Since retiring, Mr. Busch has pursued his hobby of
model-making and the Museum, for one, is grateful
that he has.
Several of Henry’s models are of particular significance to the Museum and its members. On display in
the model exhibit is an F-105B kit manufactured by
Revell. The F-105B picture on the cover is the very F
-105B on display here at the Museum!
Recently Henry built a model of a Douglas DC-8 in
the livery of cargo airline Airlift. This was the company and type aircraft flown by Museum member Bob
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Morgan at the height of his career. This model is
Henry at his best.
Perhaps the piece-de-resistance of Henry’s efforts,
at least in our possession, is the model of SA-R-1, a C
-47 reconfigured for use by the Saudi royal family
just after World War II, and flown by Bob Morgan in
1946 and 1947
Henry’s attention to detail and competence in execution are part of the man’s professionalism. Models
like Henry’s are works of art – which makes them
priceless.
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About the Hickory Aviation Museum
The Hickory Aviation Museum is a non-profit organization staffed by dedicated volunteers with a common
obsession: the love of aviation! Admission is free and on the weekends it makes a wonderful outing for the
whole family. Youngsters of all ages can sit in the pilot’s seat and dream!
We as a group are dedicated to maintaining the facts and truths of the Golden Age of Aviation. Aviation
artifacts and memorabilia from great airplanes and noteworthy aviation figures are on display. The Museum
is also a gathering place for veterans of all wars and services to meet, tell stories, enjoy camaraderie or just
hang out. This creates a priceless opportunity for the younger generation to learn and appreciate what their
forebears contributed to the aviation history of this great nation of ours.
The Museum is always growing. We add new exhibits and aircraft on a regular basis. We invite you to become a member and grow with us. You don’t need a background in aviation, just an interest and the will to
learn. Bring the youngsters along! Who knows, they could be future aviators. The membership fee for the
whole family is nominal. Membership applications are available online at the Museum website,
www.hickoryaviationmuseum.org, or at the Museum itself.
We look forward to seeing you Saturdays, 10 am – 5 pm, or Sunday from 1 pm – 5 pm!
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