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Did you actually defect?
“Actually, no. I did not contact U.S.
authorities because they still might
stick me in jail and I still wouldn’t be
able to take care of this child. I also
had residual loyalty to my country. I
told Moscow that I would not
contact U.S. authorities, so some
loyalty was still there. I remained
undercover for nine years using my
false documentation but totally
inactive. I had a career, bought a
house, had another child, bought
another house in Pennsylvania,
then in 1997 the FBI introduced themselves after three years of
investigating me.”
So, the F.B.I. was on to you?
“I don’t know exactly how it happened, but in the early 90’s a fellow
named Vassili Mitrokhin knocked on the door of the U.S. embassy in
Moscow and asked to see a CIA agent. It was a weekend so the only
agent available was junior in rank. Mitrokhin informed this young guy, ‘I
use to work in the archives of the KGB and have a lot of information, are
you interested?’ Well the junior guy said, “Naw, that’s all historic stuff.
We’re not interested.’ Heaven knows what happed to that guy’s career,

but the next week Mitrokhin went to MI-5, British Intelligence, and they
said, ‘Com’on in, mate, and let’s have a cup of tea.’ So, they smuggled
Mitrokhin out of the country with a couple of suitcases full of notes he
had copied over many, many years. Apparently Mitrokhi had a big
problem with the Soviet system.”
Then you were exposed?
“Yeah. He had basic information about a Jack Barsky living somewhere
in the American Northeast as a KGB undercover agent. I had what is
called a ‘convenience address’ to send my secret letters to West Berlin,
but somehow the FBI knew about that before we even talked. So, MI-5
passed the information to the FBI. If I had used an ID like John Smith or
Robert Taylor, the FBI would have never discovered me, but Barsky isn’t
exactly a common American name. Plus, only one Barsky had applied for
a Social Security card late in life, went to college late in life, so bam! It’s
got to be him. The investigation was controlled by the Philadelphia office
and assigned to a branch office in Allentown, where my good friend now,
Joe Reilly, was given the task to investigate me. Joe and the Allentown
office studied me for three years because of so many possibilities, such
as, ‘is he still an undercover agent? Is he ‘running’ someone in the U.S.
government? Is he just a sleeper?’ They knew one thing for sure, I was
exceptionally well trained and well-entrenched in American society. So
they took their time.”
Three years?
“Yes, because at the time the CIA and FBI were hurting from a couple of
insider jobs. Two American agents had sold out to the KGB for money,
both of whom were responsible for quite a few dead people. Those two
agents are still sitting in jail. Both of them actually walked into the Soviet
embassy and asked, ‘How much are you willing to pay for X, Y, and Z?’

They betrayed America. So, the CIA and FBI had a couple of black eyes
and were worried that something else may be blooming out there.”
What took place after the
FBI knocked on your front
door?
“By 1997 they realized there
was nothing going on with
me so they decided to make
my acquaintance and asked
me to spill the beans. I
spilled the whole pot during
six weeks of detailed
debriefing. My life, however,
was never interrupted. They
let me go home after the first
night of questioning, I mean,
the area was covered, plus I didn’t have anywhere to go anyway. I passed
a polygraph test and was told at the highest level that I could stay in the
U.S and become a citizen. My FBI contact, Joe Reilly, became my liaison.”
Is it permissible to mention his name?
“Well, he wrote the afterword for my book, so, yeah, it’s permissible.
However, I’m still involved with active agents and I can’t mention their
names. Anyway, Joe and I met once or twice a week, started playing golf
together, and became really good friends.”
When did you become a U.S. citizen?
“In 2014.”
2014?

HE DID IT FOR HIS BABY GIRL.
DAUGHTER, CHELSEA, IN 2018.
“Yeah, it’s sort of complicated.
Defectors usually end up in the
witness protection program,
new identity, a chance to start
all over. But those perks were
not enough for me to disrupt
my family. I was thoroughly
meshed into society, I had a
mortgage, bank accounts,
savings, I had a good life and
our lives would have been
interrupted. And the witness
protection program costs a lot
of money. So, how to become legal. I had entered the country illegally
which was problematic, but someone at the FBI had a solution. They
drove me to Canada then we came back across so I could get an entry
document that stated I entered the U.S. on that date. With the entry
document I got a valid driver’s license, I kept my Social Security number
but I had to change my birth year since the real Jack Barsky was born in
1944. If I’d kept his birth date I’d been on Social Security longer, so that
too would have been a crime. From a Green Card to citizenship is a long
process, plus Home Land Defense got involved and lost my paperwork.
It took the FBI two years to locate my paperwork. So, I get a call one
morning from an Officer Cahill at Home Land Security and she said, ‘Can
you come in tomorrow?’ I did, and was sworn in that day.”
This is a great story. Are you still working?

“I consider this interview working. I’m writing, promoting my book, last
week I was on Fox News with Martha MacCallum, the night before on
another Fox show, and Saturday morning on CNN. I don’t do this a lot
anymore, but it helps with book sales. I do a lot of public speaking, so
yeah, I’m still working.”
Are you legally Jack Barsky?
“Yes, I’ve become a brand. It is a stolen name and I’m sorry about that.
Eventually the FBI talked to the parents of the real Jack Barsky and they
agreed to let me keep their son’s name. They’re gone now, but maybe
they thought that now I’m not dishonoring their son’s name, I hope not
anyway. He was only 11 when he passed away.”
Do you miss mother Russia?
“No. Never. But I did like three things about Russia. Russian bread is
delicious. The Vodka was good and cheap (Laughter). Russian elites are
highly educated with great museums and great historic buildings. But
for the rest of Russian life…naw, no way.”
Do you miss mother Germany?
“No, not anymore. I’ve been back four times, once privately and three
times on business. Once with 60 Minutes, once to be interviewed by the
Germans, and once to promote my German book. I’m done. I like it, but
it’s sort of like I’m a tourist. I don’t feel German anymore. I miss the
bread, but I’m legally, intellectually, and emotionally an American. I
divorced, and later met and married my present wife, a beautiful lady
inside and out. You see, I’ve lived in America for 40 years, in Germany
for only 26 years.”
What’s the name of your book?

‘“Deep Under Cover’ with smaller wording, ‘My Secret Life and Tangled
Allegiances as a KGB Spy in America,’ beneath the title.”
Jack, understanding I’ve been a southern boy all my life……
“I can hear that.” (Laughter).
But, I was also a member of the Intelligence community.
“I didn’t know that.”
I certainly didn’t have the same intense training as you, but in your
presentation at the AVVBA you stated, ‘Had I been in Vietnam, you
would have shot me or I would have shot you,’ really created a cause
to pause.
“No doubt. It’s the crowd you run with. All of us attach ourselves to a
cause, to a bunch of people, and hopefully it’s a church. When I talk to
people who don’t believe I tell them, ‘There’s one thing you can’t argue
about, and that’s the teachings of Jesus. You don’t have to believe he
was the son of God, but there’s nothing with it…how do you hate that?”
TRUMP CATCHES JACK BARSKY,
BOTTOM LEFT CORNER.
And those who say you’re still a
spy?
“According to the National
Enquirer, I still am. They took a
duplicitous photo of me and ran
a fake news story in March of
2016 suggesting I was complicit
with espionage concerning
President Trump. Please, like I
was ever on that level of spying.”

And those who say you should be in jail?
“That wasn’t up to me, that decision was made by the United States
government. I never killed anyone, others did, and they aren’t in jail
either. I guess the government is concerned about what is best for the
greater good. I hope and pray that I didn’t do any damage to America.”
Considering you were KGB, many will wonder why you’re still alive.
“That can be a concern. You see, Russia, by whatever measure you care
to take, is the successor to the Soviet Union, but with a huge difference.
The communist underpinning has been replaced by nationalism, still of
concern, but you cannot live in fear, that’s not life.”
In your presentation, you mentioned a lot about today’s America.
“Is that an open-ended question?”
Wide-open. The floor is yours.
“Then I’ll be blunt. Americans
don’t value history. Anything
older than a couple months is
ancient history, we don’t care
about it. And I say ‘we’
because I am an American. If
you don’t remember history
then you are likely to repeat
it. And this nonsense about
socialism being a good
idea…40% of millennials think
it’s a good idea…that’s an
outcome of not understanding anything about the evolution of man.
And having the background that I do, another thing that bothers me is
this popular notion that big government is good. If you take a million

well-meaning people who wipe out this government and start fresh, it
will still fail. A big government is extremely inefficient; you can’t take the
self-interest out of people. They will fundamentally operate based on
self-interest, that’s the fallen nature of man. We are not good,
something is always pulling us in the wrong direction. You put all this
together and it will fail. A big government, any big organization, has a
tendency of tipping. The selfishness and lack of morality of this country
is mind-boggling. I believe most of the people I meet are good people,
but there doesn’t seem to be a way to connect the intrinsic goodness
that is America with the representatives who run this country. There is
a lethal disconnect. Abraham Lincoln said if this country is ever
destroyed it will destroy itself. During my first TV appearance in 2017
they were talking about collusion, and I said, ‘You’re shooting at the
wrong target. The problem is that we are infighting and losing site at
who is the real enemy.’ And it’s gotten worse. I don’t know what it
would take, term limits? I know the funding of elections is out of control
and our educational system is going down the drain. Our kids don’t know
what to believe anymore. We are dummy-downing America. And it’s all
about feelings, we make decisions based on feelings. We need
somebody like a Lincoln to put this country back on track, but I have my
doubts. Western society is in decline, we are vulnerable.”
Vulnerable to whom?
“The Chinese. They’re a juggernaut. They don’t make a big ruckus, but
they spy as much if not more than the Russians. I know this because I
still have certain connections.
Final words?
‘Freiheit’ in German literally means freedom but doesn’t have the same
gist as ‘freedom’ in America. America is the only country that still has
freedom as it was intended to be by the founding fathers with some

limitations, but it’s clearly not there in Western Europe. The freedom to
fail is the most important freedom that we have, but this thing, that
comfortable safety net people want is eroding society because it makes
people not productive, not useful, and if you’re not productive or useful
you are not feeling valuable as a human being. You have nothing to do,
you have no value, you just exist, and you lose the essence of being a
human being. The forces that are trying to nibble away at our freedom
will eventually fail, because we still have freedom-loving people in this
country, especially down here in the South.”
Thank you for the interview.
“What are you going to do with all of this?”
Hopefully, teach.
“Good, because it’s not taught in schools.”
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