Aim: How did the colonists fight back against the British? 


I. The Colonists Fight Back

· The colonies did not to import British goods 
· Sons of Liberty- group of colonial patriots

· 1770 Britain repealed all the Townshend import duties except on tea

a. Boston Massacre

a. crowd harass soldiers with insults 

b. soldiers began shooting

c. 5 people total were killed 

b. The Boston Tea Party
· 1773 Parliament passed the Tea Act
· allowed the East India Company to sell tea directly to the colonists

· taxation without representation
· The colonies demanded to remove the tea tax 

· "Sons of Liberty" dumped tea into the Boston Harbor

· This was known as the Boston Tea Party
II. Britain’s Response

a. Intolerable Acts 

· Britain closed the harbor of Boston until the colonists paid for the tea

· restricted self-government in Massachusetts
b. The First Continental Congress
· 1774 First Continental Congress 
· Leaders Samuel Adams, John Adams, George Washington, Patrick Henry 
· The purpose was not to seek independence from Britain.
· Three objectives: 
· to compose a statement of colonial rights

· to identify British parliaments violation of those rights

· to provide a plan that would convince Britain to restore those rights

· agreed to boycott British goods 
· Patrick Henry “Give me liberty or give me death.” 
· colonial patriots began training militiamen and storing military supplies
