



























































REGIONAL CONTEXT

The S.A.L.T. study area is located at the eastern edge of the
Phoenix metropalitan area, immediately adjacent to the
Superstition Wilderness Area and the Tonto National Forest.

The total area of State Trust Lands recommended to be set
aside for preservation represents a small percentage of
the State Trust Lands located within the surrounding region.

Pinal County could transfer development/density rights from
those lands set aside for preserve to State Trust Lands in
the region that are suitable for development.

This type of development/density transfer would increase the
economic value of other development-suitable State Trust

. Lands, compensating for conservation-suitable lands set

: aside for preservation.
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PROFOSED
CONCEFTUAL
AREAFLAN

S.A.L.T. proposes that Pinal County and the Arizona State
Land Department utilize this Conceptual Area Plan to guide the
planning and approval of all future development and
conservation of State Trust and private lands.

PRESERVE

Acquire or set aside as open space preserve and grazing
allotments, with a new, dedicated Peralta Road Entryway and
other trailnead access roads.

FLOOD PLAIN PRESERVE

Protect as flood plain preserve and wildlife / riparian habitat for
Pygmy Owl protection, wildlife connectivity, and hiking trail
access to the preserve.

OPEN SPACE

Protect as scenic buffers along Hwy B0, wildlife habitat along
washes, and public parks on hilltops.

VILLAGES / PAD

Develop residential villages, with village centers, between the
major flood plain washes, including public roads to access the
preserve.

COMMERCIAL

Develop a Town Center and Shopping Center at new
interchanges along an extended Superstition Freeway.

MIXED USE / PAD

Develop planned area developments of mixed use within an
extended Superstition Freeway corridor.

EXISTING DEVELOPMENT

Already, or currently being developed, as mixed uses.
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EXPFANDED LAND USE
SUITABILITY ANALYSIS

This map was produced using a composite ranking of the

legend categories of specific resource maps. The rankings

fell between the values of -10 and 10. Those values falling below
the value of negative five were designated as lands to be set
aside for conservation. Those values falling above positive five
were designated as lands to be set aside for development.

Those lands equal to or greater than negative five and equal to
or less than positive five were designated as lands to be
determined as either conservation or development.

VEGETATION

Colors (2,3,4,5,)- Ranking -10
Colors(1) - Ranking -8
No Color - Ranking -4
FLOODPLAINS

Zone A - Ranking -10
Zone C - Ranking 5
SCENIC QUALITY

Area A - Ranking -10
Area B - Ranking -8
Area C - Ranking -5
ARCHAEOLOGY

Sites Ranking =10
Springs Ranking -5
Floodplains Ranking -5
Foothills /Washes Ranking -3
Other Ranking 0
WILDLIFE

Habitat Ranking -8
Endangered Species Ranking -6
Springs (1/2 Mile Buffer) Ranking -10
RECREATION

1/2 mile Buffer Ranking -10
GRAZING

All lots Ranking -2
SLOPE

0% - 5% - Ranking 10
5% -10% - Rarking 7
10%-15% - Ranking 3
15% and Greater - Ranking -10
SOILS

A1&B2- Ranking 8
D1- Ranking 5
E1-E4- Ranking -2
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OWNERSHIF &
DEVELOFMENT

Most of the Study Area is undeveloped State Trust Land, including
some Bureau of Land Management (BLM) lands and several
private land tracts, both undeveloped and developed.

W hile the majority of the Study Area is rural in character, a

large area of the northwest portion, the Gold Canyon Area,

is fully developed. Pressure is also building for new urban
development on State lands as well as the undeveloped

private lands along U.S. Hwy 60 and in the Florence Junction

and Queen Valley areas.

GOVERNMENT LANDS

The majority of the Study Area lands are owned by the State of
Arizona. Several small parcels within the Study Area are owned
by the Bureau of Land Management, Bureau of Reclamation and
Pinal County. Several parcels within the Study Area are in
private ownership as well. Those parcels in private ownership
that are developed are described below.

GOLD CANYON AREA

Existing developments in the Gold Canyon Area include
several urban residential communities with varied densities of
single-family homes, multi-family, and townhomes. Commercial
developments include some tourist attractions, small office
complexes, and three small shopping centers, as well as
Superstition Mountain Golf Club and Gold Canyon Ranch
Resort.

The following developments are included within the Gold
Canyon Area: Superstition Mountain, Mountain Brook Village,
Superstition Foothills, Gold Canyon East, Kings Ranch, Mesa
del Oro, Peralta Trails, Herrmosa Hills, Mountain Whisper,
Fairway Views, The Casas, Golden Springs, Hieroglyphic
Trails, and Montessa (south of Hwy 60).

QUEEN VALLEY AREA

A somewhat urbanized development within the Study Area is
the retirement community of Queen Valley. The development
includes mobile homes and single family homes, as well as a
small core of neighborhood commercial uses, a golf course
and a clubhouse.

ELEPHANT BUTTE AREA

This privately owned section of land is being marketed for
single family home lots, with no infrastructure improvements.

FLORENCE JUNCTION AREA
This area has not developed much as of yet, with the exception of

a small commercial area. However, there is a proposal for a
small airport in the area.

SUFERSTITION
AREA
LAND FLAN

DESIGNWORKSHOP
GIS Consultants

David Hosmer Longey
Planning Consultant




"su_ﬁiEuerrom W}LDEQNESS %

®  Mine
] Ellsworth Desert
Johnson
Donnely

Z#4 Quarter Circle U
74 Martin

&

1 Miles

Af 0

Source of Data: Arizona Land Resource Information Systems (ALRIS)

7

S

GRAZING AND MINING

Several ranching operations exist within the Study Area. These
ranchers control grazing lease rights to all of the State Lands
and BLM lands in the area.

A few mining operations also exist within the Study Area.
These miners control mining permits for some of the lands
within the area.

GRAZING LEASES

The Donnelly Ranch grazing lease area (#5-526 14) is east of the
Gold Canyon Development Area, abutting the Superstition
Wilderness Area on the north. This ranching operation

grazes about nine sections of State Land.

The Quarter Circle U Ranch grazing lease area (#5-71) is east
of the Donnelly Ranch area. It is bordered by the Superstition
Wilderness Area on the north and east. This ranching operation
grazes about twenty sections of State Land, and one section

of BLM land.

The Johnson Ranch grazing lease area (#5-2333) is northeast of
Hwy 60 and south of the Donnelly and Quarter Circle U grazing
areas. This ranching operation grazes about twenty-

sections of State Land. i

The Ruiz Ranch grazing lease area (#5-3619) lies east

of the Johnson area, south of the Quarter Circle U area, to the
Tonto National Forest boundary. This ranching operation
grazes about seventeen sections of State Land.

The Martin Ranch grazing lease area (#5-2574) is on the far
east edge of the Study Area, north of Elephant Butte, along the
border of the Tonta National Forest. This ranching operation
grazes about two and three quarters sections of State Land.

The Flake Ranch grazing lease area (#5-102441) lies
southwest of Hwy. 60, on the far southwestern edge of the
Study Area.

The Ellsworth Desert Ranch grazing lease area (#5-1568)

is everything south of Hwy. 60 and west of Florence

Junction, on the far southwest corner of the Study Area.
MINING PERMITS

The largest mining operation within the Study Area is that of a
rock and gravel operation in the Queen Creek Wash, east of

U.S. 60. There are several other small mining permits elsewhere
within the Study Area.
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Three types of topography make up the Study Area: valley,
foothills, and mountains, all generally sloping to the south and
southwest.

VALLEY TOPOGRAPHY

The valley topography encompasses a large portion of the Study
Area, from Hwy 60 to the foothills. Slopes within this portion

of the Study Area are generally below 10 percent, and the most
suitable for large scale development.

FOOTHILLS TOPOGRAPHY

The foothills topography is also a large portion of the Study Area,
between the Valley and the Superstition Mountains. Slopes of
10% - 20% within this portion are much less suitable for large
scale development, and slopes of 20% and up are unsuitable.

MOUNTAINS TOPOGRAPHY

The mountains topography is actually on the northern and
eastern edges of the Study Area, in the Superstition Mountains.
Slopes are the greatest within the mountains, and unsuitable
for large scale development.
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SCENICTEATURES

Weavers Needle, Cathedral Rock and other such scenic
features are highly recognized within the Superstition
Mountains. There are also many scenic features within the
Study Area, some of which have been named and some of
which remain unnamed.

BUTTES & MOUNTAINS

The following are several of the scenic buttes and mountains
located within the Study Area:

Silly Mountain
Dinosaur Mountain
Rattlesnake Hill
Barkley Hills
Sombrero Butte
Turks Cap
Buzzards Roost
Coe Butte

Powder Spring Mountain
Eagle Ridge

Knife Butte

Black Point
Elephant Butte
Comet

CANYONS & VALLEYS

The following are the main scenic canyons and valleys of the
Study Area:

Whitlow Canyon
Tule Canyon

No Name Canyon
Horse Canyon
Barkley Basin
Queen Valley
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