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THE PROCLAIMER
Why not dreary?
September is a special month when the balance of daylight begins to change. At one
point the light of the day and the darkness of night are equal. As we move into the
fall toward the Advent of a new Church Year nighttime darkness in our hemisphere
becomes more prominent. Isn’t that a dreary thought?
As a community of believers in the goodness and light brought into this world by our
Lord Jesus Christ how do we reconcile this increasing darkness in our daily lives?
Some would say we just deal with it, hunker down and hibernate until the light
begins to overtake the darkness around Dec. 20th and Christmas. But, that’s not
what we’re called to do.
Jesus is the Light of the World, and we are called to bring that light to all creation
by trusting in Him and living our faith so that all can see the light of Christ in us. As
the daylight gets shorter and the darkness gets longer, we have more opportunities
to display the light of His goodness. The natural darkness can be our friend.
According to the Washington University Counseling Center, Seasonal Affective
Disorder (SAD) is a reality experienced by many, many people in the Northwest and
in northern states. “Current evidence points to longer nights being the culprit”,
according to their report.
But there are many other reasons why people feel a letdown at this time of year.
The guests, visiting and fellowship with family and friends that we experienced
during the spring and summer have come to an end, and it’s not yet time to
celebrate the joys of Thanksgiving and Christmas, (although some retail outlets are
getting ready for Christmas right now). But it’s not a time to stop celebrating the
love and compassion of our Lord daily.
Our friends are near us and at Grace our challenge and joy in calling a new pastor is
great. As a congregation we are preparing each other for what is to come, and we
know it will be good. Worrying about the darkness is just a waste of time. We
should be as hopeful today as in the brightest of days in the sunshine. It’s all part of
God’s plan. Besides, we should be happy for the people near the South Pole as God
brings them to longer days and shares His sunlight with them.
We are all God’s children, and we look forward to when we come into His light
again.
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OCTOBER CALENDAR
NOTES:
3 Elder’s Meeting, Thursday, 6:30PM
6 Call Meeting, after service
7 Council Meeting, Monday, 6:30PM

Mite Sunday-October 27

Byron Malloy
Mardell Najdek

Events and Members in Our Prayers
The victims of flooding hurricanes on the East Coast
Forest Van Duyn – health and mobility concerns
Dwight Schultz – care and support for cancer
God’s will for Grace Lutheran Church as we work
to call a new Pastor

Serve the Lord
with

Gladness…
Psalm 100:2
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OCTOBER 2019
Sunday

Monday

Wednesday

Tuesday

1

2

Thursday

3

Saturday

Friday

4

5

11

12

Women’s Bible Elder’s
Study 9:30AM Meeting
Quilting Noon

6

7

9:00 Education Hour
10:00 Worship Service
With Holy Communion

Council
Meeting
6:30PM

8

6:30PM

9
10
Women’s Bible
Study 9:30AM
Quilting Noon

CALL MEETING

Living Word Church
6PM-10PM

Living Word Church 4PM9PM

13

14

15

9:00 Education Hour
10:00 Worship Service

16
17
Women’s Bible
Study 9:30AM

18

19

Quilting Noon
Living Word Church
6PM-10PM

Living Word Church 4PM9PM

20

21

22

9:00 Education Hour
10:00 Worship Service
With Holy Communion

23
24
Women’s Bible
Study 9:30AM

25

Quilting Noon
Living Word Church
6PM-10PM

Living Word Church 4PM9PM

27
9:00 Education Hour
10:00 Worship Service

28

29

30
Women’s Bible
Study 9:30AM
Quilting Noon

Living Word Church 4PM9PM

26

3
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
Newsletter Article – October 2019
In the early morning hours of Feb. 18, 1546, Martin Luther closed his eyes forever.
And the hand that hammered the 95 Theses into the door of the Castle Church
in Wittenberg on Oct. 31, 1517, penned its final words:
“We are all beggars. This is true.”
And this is the truth that our Lord says makes you free. Ironic, isn’t it? That, in
order to be free, you must be a beggar; you must be utterly dependent and
reliant upon God. This makes us uncomfortable – the way we’re uncomfortable
when someone gets us a Christmas or birthday present when we haven’t gotten
them one. We feel we owe them. And we don’t much like being in someone’s debt.
But what Luther would remind us is that we are all indeed beggars. But we’re not
just anyone’s beggars. We’re God’s beggars. And this is His legacy to the Christian
Church. Christ came for sinners. He came to seek and save the lost. He came to
heal the sick and raise the dead. He came for sinners, and He dwells only with
sinners.
And, if we are to be where He is, we must be willing to be counted among the
lost, the sick, and the dead. We must be willing to be beggars. We must cry out
for mercy, for grace, and for his undeserved love and kindness. We must be
dependent solely on Him and what He gives.
And here’s the beauty: He gives us everything. Everything – forgiveness of sins,
salvation from death and the devil, and eternal life. This is not because of any
worthiness or merit in us, but it is because of His divine goodness, mercy, and
grace.
We are beggars of Him who deigns to dwell with us, among us, and – yes – even
in us by grace for Christ’s sake. For in the bread and cup that we bless, we share
together with Christ and each other the riches of God’s grace.
So inexhaustible are the riches of this grace – the Gospel in sermon and
absolution, in Baptism and Holy Communion – that our cups overflow. We, who
are God’s beggars, are not only inexhaustibly satisfied but have something to give
back in thanksgiving and praise.
Continued on pg. 5
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On account of Christ’s death and resurrection, the Father forgives you, saves you,
and is pleased with you. And you receive. You receive His love, His righteousness,
His holiness, His acceptance, and His inheritance. We are all beggars. This is true.
This is the heart and soul of Christianity and the life-blood of the Christian
Church. God justifies us, and He declares us innocent and righteous by His grace
received through faith for the sake of Christ. This is not because of our works;
this is because of His work on the cross. We, who once were enemies of God, are
reconciled to Him and made to be His children.
This is what Luther would point us to when He took up his pen for the last time
and scribbled “We are all beggars. This is true.” We are beggars. But we are
beggars of the God who does not ignore us, who doesn’t pass by us on the other
side. We are beggars of the One who descended from heaven to make His
dwelling with sinners.
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STEWARDSHIP

Matthew 18:3

“Truly, I say unto you, unless you turn and become like children,
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” Children trust their
parents. They look to their parents to bless them and care for them.
We are children of the heavenly Father, and He invites us to trust
him. He has given us proof of His trustworthiness by sending His Son
to save us. Children delight in giving their parents gifts – cards and
crafts that come home from school, bouquets of dandelions from the
front yard, etc. Parents don’t need any of these things; such things
don’t add to their parents’ wealth. But parents delight in receiving
these signs of love and thankfulness. Can you see how this applies to
us giving gifts to our heavenly Father?

