Calendar At A Glance
Sundays, Nov. 6, 13, 20, 27,
Worship Services
8:30 & 11:00 am
Communion & Anointing - Nov. 6
Sunday School - Mornings “Live”
with Jesus - 9:45 am
Prayer Group
Wednesday Nov 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
6:15 pm
Faith Builders Class
Tuesday, Nov. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
7:00 pm
Men’s Open Bible Study
Wednesday, Nov 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
6:00 am
Pastor’s Bible Study
Monday, Nov. 7, 14, 21
7:00 pm
Praise Choir Practice
Thursday, Nov. 3,10,
7:00 pm
Chancel Choir & Bell Choir Practice
Thursday, Nov. 3,10,17,24
7:00 pm & 8:00 pm
Women’s Bible Study
Wednesday, Nov 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
9:30 am
New Members Class
Tuesday, Nov. 1, 8, 15, 22,
Exercise Class - 11:30 am
Wednesday, Nov 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
Thursday, 6:30 pm - Nov. 3,10,17,24
Meetings
Evangelism
Wednesday, Nov. 3
7:00 pm
SPRC - Wednesday, Nov. 9
6:30 pm
Trustees - Thursday, Nov. 10
6:30 pm
Church Council - Wednesday,
Nov. 16, 7:00 pm
Clergy Support Group - Thursday,
Nov. 10, 9:00 am
Missions - Tuesday, Nov. 1
7:00 pm
Epilogue - Wednesday, Nov. 16
12:00 noon
Election Day - Nov. 8.
Don’t forget to Vote!
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Gracious Receiving
Since childhood, we’ve been taught that “it is better to give than
to receive.” It’s a good way to live, but in order to give, you need
to find people who need and will accept your help.
Do you easily ask for help? I know I don’t. I always attributed it
to my German stubbornness. But there are times when we all
need help. Maybe a chore is more than you can handle alone.
Perhaps you don’t ask because you don’t want to be refused. If
you live alone, you may want another set of ears to hear information, or just a ride when you go to the doctor’s office but don’t
want to admit you need the help.
There are a number of agencies here in Erie that help people.
Some provide food based on income and household number.
Others provide home improvement help based on income.
LIFT is available to many people as a means of transportation.
These are very helpful if you qualify. But many people are just
above the income guidelines or too young to receive this help.
Some of these agencies have a waiting list for services to be
provided and with the LIFT, you usually wait for a return ride
home.
Here at Lakewood, we want to help people who may need rides,
food, help with reading mail or paying bills, help with yardwork,
etc. Remember the survey you filled out last winter asking you
to tell the Health Ministry Team how you could help? We had a
good response to that survey so we started step two: finding
people to help. We’ve put notices in the bulletins and newsletter
for several months, but received very few responses.
I never thought “finding people who will accept our help” would
be the more difficult part of the program. As winter nears, will
you please reconsider what the members of Lakewood UMC
can do to help you? You would be benefitting them by allowing
them to give of their time and energy. John Wesley taught us
“Do all the good that you can, in all the places you can, to all the
people you can.” Please help us live up to his words.
You can call the church office with your request and someone
will return your call within a day or two. We will need a few days
to activate things, but we will help.
Have a Blessed November.
Suzie Rosendahl
1

PASTOR’S PAGE
“Reflections of the Election”
Much has already been said about this year’s presidential election. Perhaps you are tired of the campaigning and wish it to be over.
I won’t share with you my personal political views; I don’t think that’s
appropriate for the pastor to do. I won’t try to persuade you to vote
one way or the other, though I do have a candidate I prefer. Instead
I’d like to share some things I’ve been thinking about as the campaign
draws to a close.
First, I think we as Christians need to be reminded that integrity matters. Both candidates suffer
issues of credibility, with the other side casting dispersion on the other and bringing up things from
their opponent’s past. The words we speak matter because words can hurt or heal. Things we do
in secret, or things we do when we think no one is watching, can come to light and later embarrass
us. A good definition of integrity is always doing the right thing, even when no one is looking.
I have heard supporters of both candidates say something to the effect of “Well, my candidate isn’t a saint, but……” That in itself is truth – none of us is perfect or without blame. The Bible
tells us that we all fall short of God’s expectations of us. On the other hand, ethics is a huge issue this campaign season, with both sides lodging complaints against the other about unethical behavior, speech and attitude. It is simply an excuse to try and excuse wrong behavior by saying
“Well, nobody is perfect.”
I do believe it is important to look at the overall pattern of a person’s life. We all make
occasional mistakes, lapses of moral judgement. Haven’t we all done things we wish we could do
over? Too often people judge a person’s entire character by one instance in their life. I know, personally, I have said things I wish I could take back. I don’t want to be judged for that one mistake.
I also believe it is important when we do make mistakes, that we own up to them and take
personal responsibility. King David was not judged to be the greatest king of Israel because he
was perfect. He committed adultery, lied to cover it up, and engaged in treachery to have the
wronged husband killed. BUT, when confronted with the truth, he fell to his knees and confessed
his sin. Psalm 51 is a beautiful expression of David’s contrite heart. More people, our candidates
included, would fare much better if they simply owned their mistakes, offered a sincere apology and
asked for forgiveness. Too often politicians, and we ourselves, try to deflect, misdirect, or blame
someone else. God wants a contrite heart, and so does the American public when an official does
something wrong.
I know I am tired of the nasty talk that has dominated the political air-ways this season. I am
reminded of a line my mother used with the Lewis boys when we were growing up. I think she borrowed it from a line in the movie Bambi. “If you don’t have something nice to say about someone,
don’t say anything at all.” Sadly, that is not what America wanted this season. Many of the “nicer
candidates” are no longer in the race. So, I am reminded of the words of Mother Theresa, “Do the
right thing anyway.”
I hope to see you in Church.

~Love in Christ, Pastor Bob

Holy Communion will be celebrated on November 6th. We will receive Communion by kneeling at
the Communion Rail.
Prayer and Anointing: November 6th. After both services, we will have a brief prayer and healing
service for anyone desiring prayers and anointing for themselves or for others.
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Fill a Family Thanksgiving Box.
As part of your Thanksgiving preparation, create a Thanksgiving Box. Each
day family members write on slips of paper something for which they are
thankful that day and place them in the decorated box. The box will make a
nice Thanksgiving table centerpiece, and when opened, a way to remember
how blessed we are every day. You could add to it all year long too of
course.

Let’s Do Lunch!

The Epilogue Group, Lakewood’s widow and widowers group, is going to
lunch at Ricardo’s Restaurant, 2112 East Lake Road, on Wednesday,
November 16, 2016. They will meet at the Church parking lot so that those
who do not drive may join the carpool. Departing at 11:30 a.m. Please see
or call Karen Mencer at 864-1683 or 573-356-8627 by Friday, November
11th so reservations can be made. This is a time for good fellowship over a good meal. They meet
the third Wednesday of every month for lunch. The group was started by Mary Geib and Louann
Andrews. The name means, “the rest of the story”.

Opportunities for Spiritual Growth
New Members Class
Rev. Lewis will be offering a class for anyone interested in exploring the Christian faith through the
United Methodist tradition, while considering joining this local church, is invited. Beginning Tuesday
night at 7pm in the library with the session entitled “What Does it Mean to be a United Methodist?”
We will be using James Harnish’s book entitle “A Disciple’s Path.” For persons who complete the
class and decide they are ready to join Lakewood UMC, new members will be received on Sunday,
November 27th, or a Sunday that fits your calendar.
Autopsy of a Deceased Church
Rev. Lewis will be offering a discussion group for persons who have read the book by Thom Rainer.
The subtitle gives away the author’s intent: “12 Ways to Keep Yours Alive.” People who have read
it have been stirred. While they love Lakewood UMC, they see warning signs. Extra copies have
been purchased and are available in the Narthex. Discussion group will meet Monday nights, October 31st to November 21st.
If you are admitted to ANY hospital any where, tell the admitting clerk you are a member of Lakewood UMC. Each day the Lakewood receptionist contacts UPMC & St. Vincent’s to see if any of
our members are there. As a back up, call or have a family member call the church office to report
your admission.

New Pictorial Directory
Our last pictorial directory was published in 2013. Do you think you have changed since then? How
many times have you seen someone in church and wondered if they were new or if they went to the
“other” service? The new directory will help you identify others, keep you updated with addresses
and phone numbers, and simply be pleasant to page through and maybe be reminded of someone
you have not been in contact with for a while - maybe you need to send a card or make a phone
call. For the directory to be most helpful, it needs to be as complete as possible, Please sign up on
the sheet in the Narthex to have your picture taken or call Pam Anthony to make an appointment at
833-4131.
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Prayer Chain:
If you wish to have the prayer chain pray for someone, contact Patty Lasher at 833-0946 or sproutness@yahoo.com.

Attendance
(Not including October 30th)
October - 171
Year- to - Date Average
163

“I was hungry and you gave me something to eat.” Matthew 25:35
Thanks to all who have signed up to help with our TRACY BACKPACK ministry. If you are not
able to help pack bags on your assigned date, please let your team leader know. If you are a driver, please let Maria Spicher know.
DATE

PICKUP DRIVER

PACKING TEAM

Nov. 2/3

Rich Estes
10:30am
Roger Pike
10:30am
John Kot
10:30am
Maria Spicher
10:30am

Rich Estes
6:30 pm
Sharon Pike
12:30pm
Kathy Fisher
6:30pm
“Sub” Team
11:30am

Nov. 9/10
Nov. 16/17
Nov. 21/22

DELIVERY DRIVER
John Kot
10:00am
Sam Hasley/Sandy Schultz
10:00am
Nancy Pence/Becky Schmidt
10:00am
Jim Kell/Jerry Rhone
10:00am

She goes to
Exercise Class

EXERCISE (and LIKE IT!!)
Come join us for our Christian Inspired workout session on
Wednesdays at 11:30 am and/or Thursday evenings @ 6:30 pm
in Fellowship Hall. It's a faith centered, energizing workout that
will leave you feeling revitalized every day, inside and out!

The annual Holiday Food Drive will be held on November
16th. Faith Circle from Lakewood UMC will be staffing the site at
the Harley-Davidson Store on West 12th Street from 6:00 am to
6:00 pm. That’s 12 long hours and we need help! Volunteers can
sign up in the Narthex thru November 6th or by calling Suzie
Rosendahl at 881-7783. Donations of food or money can be
dropped off at the store during the event or at church on Nov. 13 th.
Remember: $1 buys $17 worth of food for distribution within the
community.
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How to avoid getting the flu
Hand hygiene (most important way to prevent the spread of germs)
Wash your hands with soap and water or use alcohol hand rub often, especially
after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing.
Ask others to wash their hands frequently. Avoid crowded areas
Stay away from anyone with a fever, cold, flu, or other respiratory infections.
Respiratory etiquette
Cover your mouth and nose with tissues when you cough or sneeze, and put your
used tissues in a wastebasket right away.
If you do not have tissues, cough or sneeze into your inner elbow, not your hands.
Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth.
Immunization
Speak to your health care provider about getting the flu vaccine.
Family members and caregivers of people at higher risk for complications from the
flu (young children, patients with weakened immune systems, and older adults)
should get the flu vaccine.
If You Get the Flu
If you have flu-like symptoms, contact your doctor immediately.
If you have had close contact with someone who has flu, tell your doctor.
If you have any flu symptoms stay home
Soup Luncheon
to follow the 11:00am worship on Sunday, November 20. Join us
for a combined worship service with the St. James AME church
and Pastor James Keeton. Enjoy a soup luncheon with fellow
Lakewoodians and members of St. James AME church. Hope
you will join us as we grow our friendship together.

Do You Know…..
In the Narthex (lobby) there is a white five gallon bucket just left of the stained glass window. This bucket is for collecting loose change (or dollars) to support the two boys we
sponsor at the New Horizon School in Paraguay. Sebastian is 14 and Alan is 5. Both boys
feel fortunate that they have the opportunity to attend this school. At the end of this newsletter are letters Lakewood received from both boys, thanking us for our support. As you
read them, please think about the wonderful opportunity both have and the chance of a better future because of our support. Any amount you feel comfortable to donate is greatly appreciated.
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Jessie Vogt
Autumn Ferrante
Jennifer Thomas
Collin Olson
Sharon Swanson
Mark Kennedy
Curt Spicher
Jeremy Gontz
James Baker
Jennifer (Gwitt) DiMarco
Timothy Reinke
Beverly Shrum
Emily Smith
James Pace
Christine McClelland
Greg Lindner
James Kell
Annastassia Pons
William Beveridge IV
Stanley Green III
Lawrence Thompson
Darby Lawton
Donna Moren
Tara Pace
Dawn Patterson
Jeffrey Conway
Ann Dill
Sam Hasley
Julie Kostek
Jean Himes
Carol Overbeck
Debbie Bisbee
Tracy Deeb
Jeffrey Vogt Jr.
Judy Lipsitz
Betty Baron
Jessica Mathis
Helen Camp
Rachel Dunmire
Lydia Asplund
Norma Buerk
Jeanie Elwell

2-Nov
4-Nov
4-Nov
5-Nov
5-Nov
6-Nov
6-Nov
7-Nov
9-Nov
9-Nov
9-Nov
9-Nov
10-Nov
11-Nov
12-Nov
13-Nov
15-Nov
15-Nov
16-Nov
16-Nov
16-Nov
17-Nov
17-Nov
17-Nov
17-Nov
18-Nov
18-Nov
18-Nov
18-Nov
19-Nov
19-Nov
20-Nov
20-Nov
22-Nov
23-Nov
27-Nov
27-Nov
28-Nov
29-Nov
30-Nov
30-Nov
30-Nov

Please sign the pew pad. It helps
our Pastor with his ministry.

SERMONS ON LINE
If you missed a Sunday Worship Service, Pastor Bob’s sermons are posted on our web site (www.lakewooderie.org).
Go to the home page and click on the “About” button and a
menu will drop down. Locate the link “Sermons” and click
on it and a list of sermons will show up. Find the Sunday
date or the sermon title you are interested in, click on it and
the sermon will appear. You can read it on line or print it out
if you still enjoy holding paper in your hand when you read,
or if you’d like to share it with someone else. God bless!
October 2 -“Were There Dinosaurs on the Ark ”
October 9- “Did God Really Say That? ”
October 16 - “Toward an Honest and Reverent View of
Scripture”
October 23 - “God Is Able to Do More Than We Imagine”
Prayer Group
Prayer Group: Lisa Medina is offering leadership for a group
of people dedicated to prayer.
They meet on Wednesday
evenings at 6:15 in the Prayer Chapel, accessed from the
front of the Sanctuary through the double doors on the right.
All are welcome, even if you haven’t been there before.

We had an awesome October! The children had fun doing
lots of fall and Halloween activities from examining the insides of a pumpkin to going on a "Spooky Walk". We also
learned about fire safety and enjoyed a visit from West Lake
fire department. The students always enjoy seeing the fire
truck! Our Halloween parades and parties were a lot of fun.
The children always look so cute in their costumes!
November will bring more fall and Thanksgiving activities.
We always look forward to our annual Thanksgiving feast
with our Pre-K classes. In cooking class, they make muffins
and dippity do to enjoy at their feast.
I would like to report that we have 14 children in our Mommy
and Me program! That is a good number and our hope is
that they will all enter our preschool program in the next couple of years.
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Sunday School

Corner

Sunday Morning “Live” with Jesus.
An Hour to KNOW, BECOME LIKE and SHARE JESUS CHRIST

Mission Project for Pre School – 12th Grade Classes: From September
25th through November 27th each class will be collecting money to help with
our sponsorship of two students, Alan and Sebastian, so they can attend
New Horizon School in Paraguay. Empty your piggy banks and look for
loose change to put into your class donation. Let’s see which class collects the most money!!

Its almost “that time” again!
NO! Not another rummage sale - the ELECTION DAY BAKE SALE.
Please remember the Bake Sale, Tuesday, November 8th. We need lots
& lots of baked goods, candy and other treats to celebrate the end of this
election season! There will be containers in the kitchen available for your
convenience in packaging your donations. Your donations may be
dropped off in the kitchen up until the afternoon of the sale. Call Sharon
Swanson at 8330980 with any questions.
Thank you to all who helped with the Book Sale and Sunday Supper! These events would not
be possible without your devotion to helping others!
The next meeting of U.M.W. will be in November, (the date to be announced later). at 9:30 in the
church library. Fresh faces & ideas are always welcome!
Prayer Shawl will be meeting Nov 14th and Nov. 28th at Bev Shrum’s house at 1:00 pm. Thank
you to everyone who has donated yarn or money to buy yarn and those who make the shawls. This
ministry would not be a success without you. We donated prayer shawls to the cancer center to
hand out.
Pam Anthony will be leading the Advent by Candlelight event on November 29th. There will be a
sign up sheet for deserts in the back of the church. We will also need many other volunteers for
decorating, set up and clean up. The program has been chosen and it promises to be a relaxing,
fun-filled evening for the ladies of Lakewood and their guests! Please talk to Pam to volunteer or if
you have any questions.

The Person in the Pew

This week’s person is a long-term member, a very busy member! She is retired, but couldn’t give up work, so she went back part-time. She is an avid reader and card player, and
has been part of a card club for many years. Her card club also likes to travel and they are
scheduled to go to New York City to see a Broadway play. She likes musicals. Speaking of
traveling, she has also traveled to Japan, the Mediterranean, and many other places. But
her favorite trip might be the yearly one she takes to Allegheny Sate Park, with about 70
other family members. She has 5 siblings, 3 children and 5 grandchildren. She is lots of
fun to be around!
Do you know this person?
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Christian love and sympathy go out to Phyllis Komora and her family. Phyllis’ brother, Donald
Bridger, passed on October 11th at his home. Private services were held. May God’s peace be
with them as they honor her brother.
A Memorial Service for Dee Schmidt’s daughter Lori Kizer will be held at Lakewood on Sunday, November 6th at 2:00 pm. Light refreshments will follow service. In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to Lakewood United Methodist Church.
A Memorial Service for Richard Lewis, father of Brian Lewis, will be held at Lakewood on Saturday, November 5th at 3:00 pm.

Help with food purchases: If you are looking for help, please see or call Suzie Rosendahl at
881-7783. She has information on 2 monthly programs through 2 nd Harvest Food Bank. One is for
people older than 60 with very limited incomes. The other is for people of any age with a lessrestrictive income guideline.
Veterans Day in the United States
In the USA, Veterans Day annually falls on November 11. This day is the anniversary of the signing of the armistice, which ended the World War I hostilities
between the Allied nations and Germany in 1918. Veterans are thanked for
their services to the United States on Veterans Day. Veterans Day is intended to honor and thank
all military personnel who served the United States in all wars, particularly living veterans.

Support for Our Students Attending New Horizons School in Paraguay
The New Horizon School began and continues to function on faith that God will touch the hearts of
others to make our vision a reality. Each family pays a small portion of their child's education. We
then seek scholarships through sponsors (referred to as "Sponsorships") to supplement the
cost. A sponsorship is $480 per year per child or $35 a month. We currently have 715 students
from 4 years old through the 12th grade. The school’s vision is to form leaders through academic
excellence in order to develop integrity, discipline, wisdom, honesty, respect, and love of God and
neighbor.
The funds cover the cost of school operations, student books and materials, all school staff
(except missionaries who must secure their own funds), maintenance and snacks for those who
cannot afford them. Sponsorships run from January through December which coincides with the
Paraguayan academic year (February through November). We accept children on faith that God
will provide sponsors for all children every year. Sponsorship requests may be sent to the Samaritan Hands office to the attention of Tina Spannbauer:
On the following 2 pages are copies of the letters sent from Alan and Sebastian, our two students who Lakewood UMC currently supports by paying their tuition to the New Horizon School. As
noted elsewhere in this newsletter, we also collect change to help underwrite the costs. Checks
can also be written to Samaritan Hands/Paraguay School for a tax deductible donation. Or perhaps you are interested in sponsoring a child of your own? See Kathy Fisher for donations or information.
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