Today, we are going to talk about something 


that we somehow often take for granted.  

I am not referring to the air we breath, 

the gift of another day, 

or the fact that we live in Skagway. 

Instead, 


I am talking about the person who gives us each breath, 



each day, 


who placed us in Skagway at this moment in time, 

Yahweh, 

God, 


the creator and ruler of the universe.  

It is not just that God made us though, 


it is something that most people 


in any other circumstance 



find hard to believe.  SLIDE
It is that God has a relationship with us, 


that God invites us into his community of the Father, 



Son, and Holy Spirit.  

As our text in Genesis reminds us, SLIDE

“The Lord God called to the man, 



“Where are you?””

Now, I know that Skagway has had its fair share of celebrity sightings.  


If protocol follows other times I have mentioned celebrities, SLIDE


we will hear of Woody Harrelson filming up on the pass for a movie 




and the evenings afterwards around various Skagway watering holes.  



Harrison Ford stopping in for a night, 




and that should be a good primer to get the conversations started.  

The rationalist 

or the one who listened to the sermon a few weeks ago 


about all humans being created equally 



will quickly point out that they are people created in God's image


 just like you and I.  



Each of us with our own special gifts.  

There is wisdom there.  

There is also the reality that, 


in our fallenness, 


in our desire to uphold certain attributes, 



we raise up the characteristics of certain people who embody them.  

We hold up King David SLIDE

because he was a man after God heart.  



We can highlight a string of failures later in life, 



but that characteristic was recognized by God 




and praised.  

We can do the same for Maya Angelou SLIDE

in how she worked in so many avenues 



to make us aware of Civil Rights for all.  

Or Michael Jordan 


for his basketball prowess and competitiveness.

But in holding these characteristics up, 


we are missing what Genesis is telling us.  

It is not just that we have seen God 


who is good.  

It is not even that we have had a conversation with God.  SLIDE

I saw Houston Rockets 7' 1” center Hakeem Olajuwon in the Denver airport

 

where we talked long enough, 



that he signed a pair of my goalkeeper gloves.  


I talked with NBA all-time assist leader John Stockton at Gonzaga 



while the trainer told me my ab muscles were non-existent.  SLIDE
But in both of these cases, 


neither of them would have been able to identify me a week later, 


neither of them would know my name.  

But what Genesis is telling us when it says SLIDE

the Lord God called out, “Where are you?”  

It is proclaiming that the Lord God 


was doing his normal routine 


and something was missing, 



Adam and Eve.  

He noticed they were missing 


and went to seek them out.  


He called out to them 



and desired to see them.  

They were not just a piece of the puzzle.  

They were people God had a community with 


and without them, 





the community was not whole.  

This is something that a number of you are really good at.  


When a friend isn't at coffee, 


or church, 


or some other scheduled event 



that they said they would be at, 


I hear you check to see if anyone knows why they are missing.  

If no plausible answer is offered, 


a phone call or text usually happens.  

You do this with your close friends, 


because you miss them, 


you appreciate their presence, 


you were looking forward to spending time with them.  

They are part of your life, 


you are in community together.

Do you hear SLIDE

that we are missed in similar way 



by the one who causes the heavens to spin in conjunction with each other, 



who controls the winds and the tides, 



who created everything that is!  

God not only knows our name, 


but our full name, 


even our nicknames.  

God also notices when we, 


you or I, 



are not present before him.  

Not because God is taking roll call to punish us, 


but because our presence with in God's community matters.  

God takes on a particular role of a creator, 


when he takes on the role of parent.  

As a Father or Mother Hen, 


the connection to us matters.  

We are his.  

We do need to acknowledge that we are not equals with God.  


So that awe that we get from a superstar 


or a politician knowing our name 



is a fair feeling to feel with God.  

The question quickly becomes, SLIDE

“Why does it matter to God 



if we have a relationship with him?” 

Yahweh is so far beyond us, 


why do we matter?  


What can we offer in the relationship?  

I am led to the reality of our world, 


that we follow people 



because they say they are something.  SLIDE



I am fair, 




I am kind, 




I am smart, 




I am brave.  

Whatever they say, 


we will normally follow them 



until they show that they do not uphold those characteristics.  


We stop following them, 



because they have broken our trust.  

We no longer have faith 


that they are 


who they say they are.

If you look at our conversations with God, 


we spend a lot of time celebrating that God is good, 



faithful, forgiving, loving, 



merciful, just, and kind.  


We are not just following talking points, 



but seeing ways in which God is all of these things.  

Even at times when it is hard to see God's goodness, 


we are trusting that God is good.  

When it seems that we have done something that can not be forgiven, 


we trust that God will forgive.  

When we feel like we can not be loved, 


we trust that God still loves.  

These actions lead us to SLIDE

“not just believe in God” 



as if we are taking a scout oath that we don't understand all the words to.  

Instead, 


we are “trusting oneself to God.”  



We are putting our lives in the hands of a God 




who will be who he says he is.

This is why relationships break down in the human world, 


is it not?  SLIDE
Someone says they will be good with the money we invest in their business 


and they gamble it away.  

Someone says they will be faithful in marriage 


and they find someone else.  

Someone says we and our time are valuable 


and they continuously show up late 


or just cancel.  

We have put parts of our life in their care 


and they do not uphold those parts.  

As we trust ourself to others, SLIDE

when they are not faithful, 


our trust disappears.  

The reverse is also true.  


As we trust ourself to someone 



and they remain true to us, 




our trust deepens.  

As our trust deepens, 


our relationship grows 


and we are likely to tell them more, 



let them know parts about us that others do not know, 



to listen to their advice and wisdom more.  

That is what God desires from us as well.  


To not only trust that he is all of the things scripture proclaims he is, 


but to experience all of the things.  

That is where we experience the freedom of God.

Freedom that we desire 


comes when we are not only trusting someone else to take care of things, 



but they have the personality and character 



to take care of our needs well.  SLIDE
Someday I will, 


but I currently don't have the girls help me load the top of the car.  



They can't reach the top, 




so it is not something they can easily do.  


Lisa however can.  



So that is my go to 




for help putting up a kayak 




or pair of skis.  

As I learn to trust, 


that means I don't always have to do everything with the roof top gear.  

As we learn to trust God 


in the areas he tells us to trust him, 



we find that we don't have to do all of the pieces that we think we do. 

We don't have to have a million dollars in a 401K, SLIDE
we don't have to be in control of everything, 

we don't have to with hold love, 


we can be more vulnerable than we are, 


we can ask for help.  

Do you hear the freedom coming in.  

Do you hear your anxiety being released?  

Do you hear why scripture calls us to love God with our whole person?  

When we look at the passages that tell us how to love God, SLIDE

it names off the heart and soul in Deuteronomy 


and Matthew adds on Soul.  

Recall that we clarified a couple of weeks ago, 


that we are whole beings 



that have all parts enmeshed together.  

So we are to love God with every aspect that we are.  


There is no part of our life 



that is outside of loving God 



and responding to God's love.

Sometimes I am asked, 


“How do I know God?”  



God is mysterious, 



God is more than I can comprehend, 



God is not physical.  

So how can I have a relationship with someone like that?  SLIDE

I know it is possible, 



because that described a large part of how Lisa and I dated.  


That 2,000 miles really hinders the physical aspects of dating.  

I still can't fully comprehend all that she is 


and she is still mysterious.  

But our phone and text records would show 


that communication built up the majority of our relationship.  

The two or more hours each night we would talk to each other 


sure helped cover the gaps.  

We can talk with God anytime we want as well.  


We have a fancy word for it called prayer.



But it is just having a conversation with God.  

A large part of those conversations with Lisa SLIDE

was sharing about things we had done in the past 


or how we were dealing with issues now.  

In those conversations, 


I was reminded of Lisa's character 



and figuring out if it could be trusted.  

We can review 

and be reminded of God's character 


by reading his interactions with us throughout history 



by reading scripture.  

Many of us read scripture and pray daily.  


That puts us half way there.  

But remember, SLIDE

it is not just believing, 


but also trusting our whole self to God.  

That calls for obedience 


as well as love.  

Trust can not happen without obedience.  SLIDE
So if he hear God telling us to forgive 


and we don't, 



we aren't trusting God to make things okay.  

If we are called to love our neighbor


 and don't try, 



we are telling God, 




I believe all these things about you.  




I just don't trust them to be true.  

The scene is played out over and over in film.  SLIDE

Someone asking someone else to trust them and jump.  



If they don't, 




they will die.  



If they do, 




they will live.  

That is what we are called to do as people in relationships, 


in community with God.  



To trust God and jump towards life. 

 If we don't, 


we remain in the bonds of slavery to the world.  



Something we were never created for.  

Instead of living free in God's presence,

 instead, SLIDE

we find ourselves hiding from God like Adam and Eve were, 



when he was coming to bring new life to them. 
