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Firmly Established on Jesus Christ
―Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but has
now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known to all nations,
according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— to the
only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.‖ ~ Romans 16:25-27 (ESV)
As we finished up the book of Romans, I pray that God will strengthen you in Jesus Christ. I pray that
through studying Romans, your faith and understanding of the Bible has increased, and your
knowledge of Jesus Christ has deepened. My hope for you is always that you will continue to grow in
your walk with God and that your faith will grow deep roots. As followers of Jesus Christ, we must
guard against complacency and shallowness of faith. Complacency can lead to unfruitful lives and
shallowness to unbelief. This is why we must grow deep roots in our faith.
In Romans, Paul spent much time arguing to build the foundation of our faith. He then connects our
lives to this foundation… he argues that our lives as Christians are to be built upon this foundation.
Why was this important to Paul? The answer should be simple and obvious. If our foundation is strong
and firm, it can withstand any troubles or temptations of life. If we have a firm foundation, instead of
complacency, we will have joy and peace, and instead of shallowness, we will have security and hope
even in the storms of life. A strong foundation is the best way to guard against complacency and
shallowness.
Paul’s last prayer for the Christians in Rome is that they will be strengthened or established according
to the gospel he’s preached about Jesus Christ. He is reminding believers then and now that Christ is
the foundation of our faith and it is on him that we are established. This message was important in
Paul’s day and it remains important in our day. Then and now, we have people preaching a different
kind of a gospel … one that is not rooted in Jesus Christ who is born of a virgin, who died and rose
again for sinners like you and me. We have preachers and teachers who claim to have special
knowledge that is not revealed in Scripture, and who teach that Jesus is just one way to God. We live
in a pluralistic world where this message is appealing… it sounds inclusive and kind. But I want you to
know that this is not the message Paul preached, and it certainly is not the message Jesus taught.
I pray that through our study of Romans, you are now able to distinguish between the true gospel and
the false ones. The true gospel is about the Jesus of the Bible … the one who Paul, Peter, John and
other apostles died preaching and protecting. Any gospel message that made Jesus more or less than
what is written in the scripture, we must be able to quickly dismiss without apology.
Paul opens the letter reminding us who we are … sinners who are in need of redemption, and he ends
the letter by praying that we be rooted or established in Jesus Christ who is our redeemer. Nothing is
more important than the person Jesus, who is both our Savior and Lord. If we do not get this right
about Jesus, we do not have Christianity.
My prayer for you is the same as Paul’s … that you be established in Jesus Christ. This is the only
way to grow deep roots of faith, and the best way to keep you from becoming complacent and shallow
in faith.
May the God of Peace be with you!
Pastor Mao Her

Dear Beloved Siblings in Christ,
We have arrived on the shore of a defining moment. Afghan refugees are landing in Wisconsin and
with their hasty departure, they are arriving with the ingredients of grief, trauma, and fear.
Refugees are being processed here in Wisconsin at Fort McCoy in an effort the U.S. Army is
calling, “Operation Allies Refuge.” We might name it a “Good Samaritan” moment that will help us
renew appreciation of who is our neighbor in ways that heal us and them. Many of us have come from
refugee moments after wars in Southeast Asia, Africa, and Europe.
I write today in partnership with Donna Veatch, Chair of the Wisconsin Conference Committee on
Immigrant & Refugee Ministries. Together we will ask you to pray and consider how United Methodists
in Wisconsin can respond to this crisis.
Let’s remember the 2016 Book of Resolutions defines refugees as, “persons outside their country of
origin who are unable or unwilling to return for fear of persecution based on race, religion, ethnicity,
political affiliation, or opinion” (p.547). This section goes on to affirm: “Christians do not approach the
issue of migration from the perspective of tribe or nation, but from within a faith community of love and
welcome, a community that teaches and expects hospitality to the poor, the homeless, and the
oppressed” (p.550).
We would invite you to:





Pray for the Afghans arriving here and those left behind.
Consider a response as a congregation that might be financial or even involve partnering with
people on the ground locally to help resettle Afghans.
Consider an immediate financial gift through our Immigrant Assistance Fund #7795, which was
created for such a purpose as this.
Watch our conference website and ENews for up-to-date information.

You can give through your local church or through the Immigration Assistance button on the
homepage at www.wisconsinumc.org. One of our lectionary texts this week features the letter of
James and the challenge to, “be doers of the word, and not merely hearers.” Please join us in prayer
that seeks the healing that would make Christ known.
Thank you.
In the hope that is ours in Jesus.
Hee-Soo Jung, Bishop Wisconsin Annual Conference
Donna Veatch, Chair Wisconsin Conference Committee on Immigrant & Refugee Ministries

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR SEPTEMBER

VOLUNTEERS FOR SEPTEMBER

5th

LAY LITURGIST

Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23
Psalm 125 or Psalm 124 (UMH 846)
James 2:1-10 (11-13) 14-17
Mark 7:24-37

12th Proverbs 1:20-33
Psalm 19 (UMH 750)
James 3:1-12
Mark 8:27-38
th

19

5th

Carrie Montgomery

12th

Denise Edlund

19

th

26th

Steve Montgomery
Beth Schramm
Thank You!

Proverbs 31:10-31
Psalm 1 (UMH 738)
James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a
Mark 9:30-37

26th Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22
Psalm 124 (UMH 846)
James 5:13-20
John 9:38-50

In July & AUGUST, we had the following
sponsor(s):
July 18th
George & Mary Pitmans 58th
Wedding Anniversary…Congrats!
August 8th Denise & Gary Edlund’s 45th
Wedding Anniversary…Congrats!

Birthdays for SEPTEMBER…
2nd
4th
9th
11th
16th
16th
18th
19th
22nd
23rd
25th
27th

Opal Huettner
Beth Schramm
Amy McCullough
Jayla Allen
Pat Koch
Mary Pulizos
Richard Seri
Gregg Lester
Ardy Straub
Nancy Wolski
Pat Nefstead
Pam Seri

Please wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY
when you see them!

If you would like to sponsor the bulletin, please
contact the church office. The cost is $20.00.
Thank you!

Please see the sign-up sheets on the credenza
outside of the church office… thanks!

Adult Sunday School…
Adult Sunday School will resume on Sunday,
September 12th@ 9:30 AM.
Can’t wait to catch up with everyone!!

UMW CORNER
Martha Fellowship
We’ll plan to meet at our usual meeting time to
discuss and share ideas on the future of our
group.
See you on September 15th at 6:45 PM at
church.
~ Carol Olson

The UMW Caring Circle
The Caring UMW will resume their monthly
meetings on Thursday Sept. 9th at 10 AM at the
church.
We are in need of someone to lead the
devotional and suggestions for lunch. It was so
good to start the meetings last spring and I look
forward to seeing all of you there.
Judy Riedy

Altar Decorations
If anyone has flowers from
their garden they would like to
share with the church to
decorate the altar for the
Worship service, please
contact Nancy Wolski or call
the church office.
Thank You!

Goodbye “Sunday” School …
“HELLO” Church School!
Traditional Sunday school as we know it is a
thing of the past. We are excited to announce
we are going to be doing something new this
fall.
“Church” school will be a virtual class, created,
produced for young children and grandchildren
who want to learn about creation, the Bible and
Jesus! We will be posting these classes on our
Facebook and U Tube channels. Stay tuned
for more details. Check the bulletin in
September.

Holiday Giving Program 2021
Even amid a pandemic, last year’s Holiday
Giving Program was a huge success! With so
many generous donations from partners
throughout Milwaukee County and Waukesha
County, we were able to provide 890 lowincome seniors with self-sufficiency care
packages valued at $60 each. These packages
included gift cards to local grocery stores and
pharmacies, a book of stamps, and a handdecorated holiday card.
We hope to continue bringing a bit of holiday
cheer to clients in need this year with the help
of the community and our local partners. Due to
the uncertainty of COVID-19, we will be mailing
our gifts again this year and focusing on the
most basic needs. Below is our wish list:





Books of Forever Stamps
$10 Walgreens Gift Cards
$10 Pick 'n Save Gift Cards
$10 Wal-Mart Gift Cards

Unwrapped items and money collected to
purchase gifts are due by December 13th, 2021.

GOODWILL BINGO…

We will be having our monthly bingo/lunch
with the folks from Goodwill on Thursday,
September 16th, at 11:00 AM.
There is a sign-up sheet on the credenza
outside of the church office, where you can
sign up to help with the food for the lunch.
You can also call the church office to find
out where help is needed.
This event is a lot of fun, and the clients
really get excited about what they will be
having for lunch!
If you need more info on how you can help in
the future, you can call Jo in the church
office, or see Sue Thomas, Dave or Carol
Olson, Flo or Larry Graham, Beverly Bennett
or Carol DeGroot.

August 25, 2021
Dear Friends and Members of CUMC,
I hope you are doing well as you read this letter. God is so great to us! I hope that you heard the
testimony I gave at the August 21st service. We found ourselves with a handful of bills due and not
enough funds in the checking account to cover. We held off paying the bills and thanks to your
commitment and generosity the following Sunday we had the $5,000 we needed.
The funds that came in the week were from faithful givers and some unexpected donations. This is
not the first time that I have been witness to Gods’ provision to us. We are here to serve others
through our ministries and our witnessing to those in need of God’s word.
Financially, we are “holding our own” as I report to the Leadership team monthly.
We have been careful with our spending, repair what is necessary, and do our best to be good
stewards of our money. I am writing today to tell you that it would be in our best interest to increase
our cash reserve, now at $1,300, to a balance of $5,000.
Consider this account to be our savings account; we want a cushion to fall back on.
We do have funds to “cover”; Memorial Funds have $11,400 and replacement reserve at $5,999.00.
Thanks to a generous donor, we have reduced the parking lot loan to an outstanding balance of
$6,273.00.
It is our hope that you will prayerfully consider a donation of any amount to increase our cash reserve
to $5,000. Please mark it as “cash acct” and we will credit it accordingly.
Thank you,
Denise
For the Finance Team of the Accountable Leadership Board

SEPTEMBER 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

3

4

8

9

10

11

17

18

23
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

24

25

Pastor Mao vacation

Pastor Mao vacation

Pastor Mao will be
on vacation
September 21st to
October 20th
6

5

7
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

9:45 AM – Coffee Hour
10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE

10:00 AM – Caring
UMW @ CUMC
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

NO Communion

12
9:30 AM – 10:00 AM – Adult
Sunday School
10:00 AM – Coffee Hour
10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE

13

19
9:30 AM – 10:00 AM – Adult
Sunday School
10:00 AM – Coffee Hour
10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE

20

6:30 PM –
Accountable
Leadership Board
Meeting

Pastor Mao vacation

15
6:45 PM – UMW –
Martha Fellowship

16
11:00 AM – BINGO
with Goodwill COC
South
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
26
9:30 AM – 10:00 AM – Adult
Sunday School
10:00 AM – Coffee Hour
10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE led by Steve
Montgomery

14
6:00 PM - Jazzercise

21
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

Pastor Mao vacation
27

Pastor Mao vacation

28
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

Pastor Mao vacation

22
First Day of

Pastor Mao vacation
29

Pastor Mao vacation

30
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

Pastor Mao vacation

Pastor Mao vacation

The NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE FOR
October is:
September 19th
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Rev. Dr. Hee-Soo Jung…………….…….Resident Bishop
Rev. Forest Wells………….……District Superintendent

Rev. Jorge Mayorga Solis
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