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Fort Worth Decorative Painters is a Chapter
of the Society of Decorative Painters
Celebrating 35 Years

April 20, 2020 Meeting
Has been canceled
April 4 Saturday Paint Day
Has been postponed
FWDP President Letter
It used to be when people spoke of making an important sacrifice you immediately
thought of service members, donating an organ, (or for people with my aversion to
screaming children, babysitting with toddlers for an afternoon). Now, donating a
package of prized toilet tissue to a friend is darned near heroic! Seriously, those of
us who were born during WW II have only vague memories of life then. We were in
school or starting families during other wars. While those with service members in
their extended families had a clearer view of sacrifice, for most of us life went on as
usual.
This time is different. Even our "grand"-toddlers know something is wrong, and fear is everywhere. We no
longer have even the simple luxury of sitting on the patio at McDonalds or Starbucks. Dinner at a fine restaurant is a cherished goal. I foresee lots of Christmas gift cards for such a luxury. Our advancing ages carry
additional risks, and limitations, and frighten us. The TV news shows frighten us, the newspapers frighten
us. Being told "we are all in this together" may fall on deaf ears if we live alone.
Maybe it is my Therapist genes working, but I want to address the fear and offer some ideas. First, lets quiet
some misconceptions. We are NOT holding either April Board or General Meetings. We have no open venues, none. Even if we had a place, different governing bodies have limited meetings to less than half of our
membership. We would never meet unless we could accommodate all members, safely. Second, most of us
are under "shelter in place" restrictions. Third, common sense says it is unsafe to meet now considering the
age of our membership. The decisions on when we convene again will come in time, after consultation with
the Board and as many members as possible.
Even if the country is "re-opened" by Easter, we may return later. We need to look at other organizations
and study their experiences. If large audience events successfully resume and the number of new outbreak
cases are plummeting earlier than expected, we can start talking about the next steps for FWDP. I don't expect that to happen this Spring, or even early Summer. I hope it comes true, but realistically I think it will be
mid to late Summer before we can begin to plan. It literally will be one day at a time, with us watching the
world try and heal itself, and your Board praying for guidance in when to resume activities.
Continued on next page
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Now, for the happier stuff. I am hoping, with Nancy's help, to get out a periodic, small version of the Newsletter
until we are whole again. When we "had a life" we marked time by appointments, meetings, events. Part of what
makes "now" so hard is time seems forever. By continuing an abbreviated Newsletter, you will have a way to
keep up with Chapter news, planning, to share what is working for you, what new projects you are finishing. If
you have things to share, send me an e-mail, or fax Nancy an easy pattern/ project people can do using common
colors and random items from their wood stash. Tell us how you pass time, without feeling like you are trying to
pass time. What do you do to fight the fear? Share a recipe using ingredients we can easily find. Be creative.
When China first started quarantining people I recognized our lives would also change in time. I prepared by
slowly laying in supplies. I would add a small bottle of hand sanitizer, (and could kick myself for refusing to take
the sanitizer freebees given at conventions) buy a roll of paper supplies and some frozen dinners each time I
went to the store.
It was a good plan, then. You see I had discovered grain bowls. I am not a fan of fresh vegetables, so every time
I spotted another brand of grain bowls, I stocked up. That was then. Now that the fresh vegetable sections are
empty, and I am living on daily grain bowls, I find I am really craving something "live". So, my word of wisdom,
variety, even if you don't think you will want it later. Alter your routine, plan a new activity for the time when "life"
resumes. Plan an adventure, plan an activity that stretches you and do it soon as it is legally possible.
At our last meeting I asked members what they did when they were in a creative funk and needed to get off center. Many stated they found music, especially classical music uplifting. It is a major part of my life and calms my
soul. Last week PBS showed the opera Turandot. I can still hear it in my head and I find myself smiling at the
irony an opera based in China is helping me get through this. Whatever your music tastes, turn on the music,
loud. Sing. No one will hear you, belt out a great, beloved song.
Another member said she looks outside and appreciates the beauty of God's creation. Sunlight helps, I'll spare
you the science of how it affects mood and sleep. Open the blinds, sit outside for at least 15 minutes a
day. Once a week I go to a park, stay in my car and enjoy a different view for a few minutes.
I have several friends from our former workplace that are in poor health and their children live out of town. I keep
in phone and e-mail contact and send occasional cards. If you were fortunate to attend Carol Spohn's Funky
Birds card-making class, you can spread a lot of laughter by sending these irreverent, easy- to-make note
cards. If you missed the class, well. you are artists-get busy.
Two more thoughts. Lets get busy and finish those projects that just need a bit more work. Sometime in the Fall,
hopefully, we can have a disaster "show and tell" where we bring all the projects we finished. And then there is
Christmas to think about. I can't imagine we could not hold our Christmas party on the usual date. But, IF the
worst happens, I suggest we hold it, tree and all, at the first meeting we can hold, regardless of the month.
As for me, today was a good day. I am through yesterday's medical tests, (the kind whose prep makes you
swear to NEVER have them again) I scored a month's worth of doggy potty pads, (my 3 dachshunds don't understand the purpose of grass) and a package of toilet tissue. So, I have another task for you. My Physical Therapist is working required extra shifts at Harris-HEB, and mentioned she was tired as she had been to six stores the
night before to find there was no toilet tissue, and she was out at home. Yesterday I also noticed many of the
nurses in the department I was in disappeared around noon. They are overworked and skipped lunch for a fruitless search for paper.. So, today's T paper victory package is going to my Physical Therapist. It is the least we
can do to support these brave people. Toss them a few rolls! If you need help in getting your contribution to a
medical worker, call me.
Remember to get your Newsletter ideas in, remember our painting friends that need prayers, (Gerry Cook of BB
Chapter has been returned to the hospital with seizures) put on some music and sit out in the sun today. Stay
well, Y'all.
P.S. About the fear thing. Dr. Phil, a UNT grad. Had great advice that has improved my coping skills. He said
turn on the TV in the morning to be sure nothing important happened over night. (I just skim the newspaper
which is always a day or so behind) then turn it off. Turn it on at 5 pm to get the updated news, then turn it off or
to a non-news program. Give it a try.

3

FWDP Newsletter

4

Sunshine—

Everyone has been well so no sympathy or get well cards have been mailed in January/February. We have birthdays coming up:
March 1 Yvonne Lowrie
April 6 Delfa Calderon
April 13 Pam Martinez
Please let me know if I have missed anyone. Suzane Godley

Treasurer’s Report—Sharlene King
Treasurers Report: 10,506.00

Memory Boxes—Judy Wallis
Being confined to home would be a great time
to paint a memory box or two!
THANK YOU , Judy
GOD BLESS YOU

Be sure to read Connie’s President’s letter. Important information about
the world situation and what our chapter is doing about it.

We will send out shortened newsletters with any important information,
including cancelations and/or postponements, from time to time to keep
in contact with members.
If there is anything you would like to have sent out please let me know.
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From Beth Stodieck
Mark Kistler at Draw3D.com has an offer going right now for 75% off his normal costs for online
drawing classes. Anything from 3 months to a whole year that included special features. Though it’s
drawing lessons, It’s a great fun way to understand more about techniques like perspective and
shading that will make painting more intuitive! The only supplies needed are pencils, paper, eraser,
ruler and, if you have one available, a paper stump for blending. Would also be super fun to watch
long distance with grandies via FaceTime or WhatsApp. While we’re stuck inside I thought this
might be a fun way to grow and learn.
Use coupon code:
KISTLER75OFF

2019 Board
Elected Officers:
President –
VP Programs –
Treasurer –
Secretary --Membership --

Connie Alexander
Louise Smith
Sharlene King
Peggy Thomas
Dora Jodoin

Committees:
Christmas Party:

Sheryl Jones

Hospitality/Table Attendant:

Jan Park

Monthly Raffle:

Armida Guzman

Newsletter

Nancy Genetti

Website/Publicity:

Suzane Godley

Parliamentarian:

Yvonne Lowrie

Saturday Specials

Dusti Dancer

Seminars

Nancy Genetti

Sunshine/Birthdays:

Suzane Godley

Memory Boxes

Judy Wallis
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April 4 Saturday paint Day preview—Postponed
Will work out a palette fee for that day, but if you prefer to buy your these are the paints
used:
Deco Art Multi Surface Satin
DA505 Poppy

DA503 Pink Cadillac

DA500 Cottonball

DA534 Brown Sugar

DA531 Iris

DA518 Green Apple

DA530 Lavendar Fields

DA516 Muted Gold

DA514 Canary

DA502 Vanilla Shake

DA506 Lipstick

DA539 Black Tie

DA517 Chartreuse

DA527 Blue Bird

DA523 Coastal Waters

DA504 Flamingo

DA535 Cocoa Bean

DA537 Dolphin

Saturday Specials
At this time, the first Saturday Special will be postponed. Will have a makeup date as soon as the world is back to normal.
The VFW is also closed and we will have to take into consideration when they may open.

Crowley VFW Post 6872, 3409 County Road 920, Crowley, TX 76036

April 4th

Nancy’s Tote or apron

June 6th

Dora’s Glass Etching and tinting with pencils

July 25th

Nancy’s Shara design on Metal

August 29th Dusti’s Haunted House
We have rolled back our Saturday Special costs this year so it is only $30 for the day including lunch! What a deal for a
day of painting without interruptions and no cooking or dishes to wash!
As always you do not have to be a member to attend our Saturday Specials, so please invite your friends and family to
join us. If you haven’t joined us for a Saturday Special in the past you have missed a great time. The days are filled with
friends, food, and painting!
Please join us even if you want to paint on your own project.
I am looking forward to seeing you all this year,
Dusti
817-480-7308
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Postponed

7” Diameter

9” x 3” - scrap of wood
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16” x 17”
Postponed

6” x 7”

9” x 6 1/2”
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Chapter Meeting
Fort Worth Decorative Painters of SDP
March 16, 2020
The Chapter meeting of the Fort Worth Decorative Painters of SDP was called to order at 6:36 p.m. March 16, 2020 at
the Fort Worth Botanical Garden meeting room. Connie Alexander served as Chairman and Peggy Thomas served as
recording secretary.
President – Connie Alexander Connie asked everyone to give their ideas on what they do when things don't go
right in their day -- how to get a different mindset. Some of the responses were to put on music and sing along, look
around at God's creation and appreciate nature, have a snack etc.
Programs – Louise Smith Peggy will be teaching tonight (The O Come Let Us Adore Him plaque) and in April
Nancy will teach the bumblebee project. Louise mentioned that we need to start thinking about projects to bring in for
the November meeting. We will need eight projects for our regular meetings and four Saturday Specials.
Membership - Dora Jodoin Dora reported that we have two new members. Sally Word from Bedford and Janice
Briggs. This makes us 25 members.
Secretary - Peggy Thomas Minutes from the February meeting were approved as written. Jan Park made the motion to accept and it was seconded by Sharlene King.
Treasurer's Report - Sharlene King Sharlene reported that the checking account has a balance of $10,376.00.
Dusty reported that forms will be sent to the members needing to be on the signature approval on the account. The
forms will have to be notarized and Dusty will get them back at the next meeting or the Saturday Special if that occurs
first.
Hospitality – Jan Park Jan commented that we have the next meeting covered. She still needs some signups for
the fall. She will send in the names of those signed up for next meeting for the Newsletter.
Newsletter - Nancy Genetti Deadline for the next newsletter is this coming weekend.
Service Projects/Memory Boxes - Judy Wallis Judy has not received any calls from Cook Childrens Hospital.
She will check next month to see if they need any more boxes.
Seminars - Nancy Genetti Nancy reported that the Lynne Andrews Seminar has been postponed due to the Coronavirus. The Board thought we should put it off until the spring of next year. Anyone who has already paid can leave
the money in the account until it is rescheduled. If anyone does want their refund now, we can cut them a check on
request. Nancy is going to check with Lynne to set up a new date (Friday and Saturday) sometime next spring.
Saturday Specials - Dusty Dancer Dusti reported that Nancy will be teaching the Saturday Special on April 4.
The newsletter gave the paint colors you will need. You can bring the tote or apron to the class. We will put the pattern on there.
Monthly Raffle - Armida Guzman (Absent)
Sunshine/Birthdays - Suzane Godley

(Absent)

Publicity/Website - Suzane Godley Local newspapers have been notified of meeting information.
Christmas Party - Sheryl Jones/Louise Smith The theme for the Christmas Party is "Merry Christmas Everything". For the auction (which is our major fundraiser) we need large or small items. Volunteers are also needed to
paint for the table centerpieces raffle. Judy, Peggy, Connie, Louise and Sheryl have volunteered to be on the committee and will be painting the nametags and favors.
Parliamentarian - Yvonne Lowrie No input.
Other Business: We received $45.00 from Bluebonnet Chapter which was the amount remaining to be paid to us for
our share of the proceeds of the Christmas Project chest raffle.
Meeting adjourned at 6:50 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Peggy Thomas, Secretary
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If you cannot find Disinfectant wipe, here are a couple of ways to make them.

.
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March Meeting
Peggy
teaching at
the March
meeting
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Nancy Genetti
Newsletter Editor
1117 Eton Drive
Richardson, TX 7;5080

Facebook:
Fort Worth Decorative Painters (FWDP)

Www.fwdecorativepainters.com

Next Newsletter Deadline April 18. 2020

FWDP Meets the Third Monday of February, March, April, May, September, October &
November.
January Meeting 4th Monday and the Christmas Party 2nd Monday in December.
At the
Botanical Gardens
3220 Botanic Garden Blvd.
Fort Worth, TX 76107
2020 Dates to Remember
January 6 Transitional Board meeting
January 27—Regular meeting, Board Meeting—Program: Sharlene—Gnome
February 17—Regular Meeting, Board Meeting—Program: Bluebird—LaRue/Louise
March 16—Regular Meeting, Board Meeting—Program: Oh Come Lets us adore him—Peggy
March 19-20—Lynne Andrews Seminar
April 4—Saturday Special—Nancy—Art Tote or Apron—postponed
April 20—Regular Meeting, Board Meeting—Program: Nancy—Bees—canceled
May 18—Regular Meeting, Board Meeting—Program: Sharlene – Red Truck
June 6—Saturday Special—Dora—Glass Block Etch and Colored Pencils
July 25—Saturday Special—Nancy—Merry Christmas/Floral Tin oil can
August 29 –Saturday Special- Dusti—Home Sweet Haunted Home
September 21—Regular Meeting, Board Meeting—Program: Beth—Bee Body Pins
October 12 (change of date) —Regular Meeting, Board Meeting—Program: Peggy—Ornament
November 16—Regular Meeting, Board Meeting—Program: Dusti—Snowman
December 14—Christmas Party

