Chapter 11 has a transition 


that many others would have separated.  

In theory, 


the first half of our reading today is one you have already heard.  

The majority of it 


is Peter retelling the story from last week 



with some minor details changed or added.  

Most wise pastors would have included it 


with the passage last week.  

In my first read, 


I wondered how I was going to tie together the first 18 verses 


with the rest of the story about Antioch 



and Barnabas' work there.

While chapter breaks were put in 13th century 


and verses by the 16th, 


with Eusibius earlier adding story blocks to the gospels in the 4th century; 



there is a reason these accounts were put in the same chpater.

The two stories do have the connection of reaching out to the Gentiles.  


But so does chapter 10.  

The two stories work together to show the transition out of Jerusalem to the wider world, 


so there is that to look at.  

But the piece that stood out most clearly to me this week 


that holds these two different stories together, 



is the process of discerning what to do 



and the difference it makes.

Holding this investigation of discernment as our focus today, 


we will look at the two stories 

and see how God is making the way clear 


for the Kingdom of God to spread across the world 



so that all can acknowledge Jesus as Lord and Savior.  

As we prepare to look at this spread, 


a note to help give us a reality check.  

Any historical account, 


even a 9 hour Ken Burns special, 

picks and chooses events, 


to show how one event influenced the next.  

The time in between is not always spelled out.

From our reading last week to Peter's explanation this week, 


we are told it was a few days.  

As we reach the events in Antioch, 


when Saul arrives there, 



14 years have passed 




since his seeing the light on the way to Damascus.  


From chapter 9 to half way through chapter 11, 



the time that I have been your pastor has come and gone.  

Luke covers this with a simple, 


“Now those who had been scattered.”  

We don't get the dates, 


because the linear timeline is not the focus of Luke the historian.  

His primary focus is how the story of Jesus 


spread to the various peoples and nations.  

Hence why he can finish up Peter's work with Corneilius' household


and then in the next pen stroke move to Antioch.

Antioch carries the distinction of being the Seattle, Houston, or Miami 


of the Roman world.  

Most would say that New York and Los Angeles are two most premier cities in the US. 
The Rome and Alexandria of the Roman Empire.  

Antioch was the third largest city, 


with half a million people.  

It is built on the major crossroads going east and west and north and south. 


So we move from Jerusalem 



to the nearest large city 



and see that Jesus' reality is applicable to more than rural Jews 




and God-fearers.  


The gospel has a connection with the metropolitan Greeks.

The reason it has a connection, 


is because people listen to the leading of the Spirit 



and respond to it.  

The blessing of Peter's retelling of his story, 


is that it gives us plenty of tips on how to discern the Spirit's leading well.  

An important piece we need to realize is that Peter, 


the leader of Apostle's at this point, 



has done something 



that again no one in the Jerusalem church was ready for.  

As he returns from this event of meeting, 


eating with, 


and baptizing Gentiles, 

when questioned about what he did, 


he is transparent.  

He does not say, 


“I am the rock on which Jesus is building his church, 



fall in line.”  


It would be convenient to sometimes have this power 



and other pastors in the world have been granted this power.  

But it is not one that Peter claims for himself.  


To make such a claim is unscriptural.

Instead, 


when he is questioned about what he did, 



Peter gives a full account, 




adding in a few details that were not reported the first time.

The first piece that helped Peter to discern was prayer.  


We know it is a good thing to do, 



but this interaction would not have occurred 




without Peter being in prayer.  

Peter's prayer looks different from what we typically do 


in a few ways.  

We live in a world where prayer is imagined as us talking to God.  

Peter's description of falling into a trance 


leads to him seeing things.  

He is not just talking to God about things 


or giving him our laundry list.  

He is watching what God is doing.  


This watching is what leads to the vision of the sheet with the wild animals.  

Then comes a second piece 


that seldom happens in my prayers, 



a back and forth dialogue with God.  




“Kill and Eat!” 




“I have never!” 




“‘Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.’”  

When I have engaged in such adialogue, 


my experience has led to a similar reaction to Peter's.  



I find myself being called to something that I don't want to do 



or think I am prepared to do.  


Maybe why engaging with God in such a way is not at the forefront of our lives.

At this point, 


Peter could again say, 



“God showed me, 



so listen to me.”  

He does not.  


We should not either.



Satan masquerades as an angel of light.

The next piece Peter brings into the equation is the witness of others.  


The three men cleared by the Spirit are there 


and Peter tells us he takes six brothers from Joppa with him.  



3X2 is 6.


Peter is doubling his bet to be safe.

He is making clear that he is not doing this as a lone ranger.  


He is doing this action within the community of believers.  

This enables Peter to check if his reality aligns with others reality.  

The double vision of the last two stories does not always occur to confirm, 


but Peter reminds us of another source we can check.  



Jesus' word themselves.  

Peter actually remembers Jesus saying, 


“‘John baptized with water, 



but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’”  

We have Jesus' teachings in the four gospels 


and the larger corpus of scripture to check with.  

This is important,


for the circumcised believers had a legitimate issue with what Peter did 



according to the Rabbi's teaching.  

Maintaining holiness is in scripture.  


The practical application on how to maintain holiness 



came from the Rabbis


there answer was not to eat with Gentiles. 



The application rather than the word itself had become the known word.



Much like, “God helps those who help themselves.”




Not in scripture,





but a general summary of 






responding to the Spirit's leading to action. 

Peter remembers Jesus' words, 


but he could have remembered Yahweh's to Isaiah in 51:4, 



“my justice will become a light to the nations.” 


Or to Abraham, 



“And all nations on earth will be blessed through him.”  
In the end, 


Peter recalled an instance 



where what he was experiencing aligned with Jesus' words.

Verse 17 contains a part that is sometimes overlooked.  

Not only do we have conversation with God through prayer, 


others witness, 


and scripture.  

We also have these incredible, God given brains.  

We hear Peter using logic, 


“So if God gave them the same gift as he gave us, 



who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, 


who was I to think that I could oppose God?” 

We hear the listeners checking the logic 


and making sure it makes sense to them as well.  

These are the keys to good discernment.

As we move locations, 


we now get to hear discernment in practice.  

God's hand has been at work 


and the people who were scattered after Stephen's stoning 



have continued sharing the gospel.  

We arrive in Antioch 


which is bursting with God's life.  

This news reaches Jerusalem 


and they send Barnabas to check it out.  

This is scary for a pastor of a small church.  


Why would you send one of your most effective members 



to help elsewhere? 


But this is how the church grows.  

Still, 


Barnabas was a good man, 



a title not given to anyone else in the New Testament. 

Through his faithful 

and Holy Spirit filled ministry, 


many come to the faith.

Barnabas has a relationship with God.  


He sees all of the things happening here, 


the life transformation, 



and sees how a person gifted differently from himself 




might make an even bigger impact.  

In God's providence,


he has seen the perfect person 



back in Jerusalem years ago.  

So off he heads to Tarsus to find Saul.  


They spend a year teaching in Antioch together 


and great numbers of people in a large city come to know Jesus.  

The movement is big enough, 


that they get a name for themselves, 



“Christians.”  

What people call you matters.  


You can make your name whatever you want, 



but it is what people call you that carries weight.  

Christianos, 


followers of Christ.  

This most likely occurred in 48-49 AD.  


It is another 150 years until Jesus' people go by this name.  

But if you are going to be described for doing something, 


following your anointed savior is not bad.  

It is way better 


than being known for what color the building you meet in is.

We also hear why Antioch is considered the cradle of the Christian Faith.  


They were discerning how to help others.  

Agabus and other prophets came down from Jerusalem.


He shares a vision that God has shown him 



that a famine is coming.  

We know that they were probably praying people in Antioch, 


so they did pray for those who were effected by the famine.  

But they did not stop there.  


They also took action.  

They decided to send an offering to the people effected in Jerusalem.  


Each gave as they had ability. 

Now they could have been led to send it anywhere, 


but through listening to the Spirit, 



Jerusalem was where they sent it.  


What is more, 



they sent two of their best teachers to deliver it, Saul and Barnabas.

Of note, 


is the fact that Agabus came from Jerusalem 


and probably returned to Jerusalem.  

The Jerusalem Church had this knowledge as well, 


but we don't hear of Jerusalem responding in the same way.  

Maybe it is not mentioned, 


because it doesn't fit the timeline.  

But we can start seeing clues 


as to why the church's center did not remain in Jerusalem.  

Both times the Spirit has expanded, 


the church was caught unaware.  

As a famine is predicted, 


from what we have, 



they self isolated 



rather than plotted how to take care of the other churches.  

The Spirit moves in mysterious ways, 


so that could be overlooked.  

The taking care of self however,


is the road to death.  

The Seattle Presbyterian Churches is a modern tale of this.  

In the 1950's, 


this congregation planted all of the churches in Seattle we know: 



University Presbyterian, 



Bethany, 



Bellevue, 



and Queen Anne.  

Somewhere along the line though, 


people stopped going out 


and focused on staying in.  

This road 


with heartbreaking twists and turns 



meant that as of July 21, 2021, 


this multi-million dollar piece of property that seats 1000+ people, 


on hospital hill 



just off I-5 in Seattle 




has closed its doors.  

They missed pieces in their discernment process that led to death.  
My prayer for us 


is that we continue to send people out.  

During my time, 


we have sent a majority of the Pastor Nominating Committee that called me 



to other churches around the United Sates in Wyoming, 



Washington, 



Anchorage and Wasilla.  


We sent Meredith out to Idaho, 



and now New Jersey.  

As we continue to do this 


and hear the Spirits leading, 



we will find ourselves stronger for it, 



instead of weaker as we would assume.  

May we continue to strengthen 


and then send out our brothers and sisters in Christ.

