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What Kind of God Do You Want? III

Legitimate Question:

A. Previous considerations:

1. 1 Cor. 8:5— “as there are gods many”
(or so-called)
a. 2 Kgs. 17:31 — Adrammelech

(sun) and Anammelech (moon):
Assyrian

b.  Matt. 12:24 - Beelzebub

2. Acts 17:16 — Paul identifies Athens as
a city full of idols: distance from
Athens to Corinth—60 miles.

3. 1 Cor. 8:4 — Corinthians had made
inquiry regarding idols

Ezek. 14:1-11 — Idols of the heart

Isa. 31:7 — Worship of idols = sin.

Psa. 115:1-8 — Effectiveness of idols.

Thus, when you seek after idols that are

exactly a god that does nothing, nor can care

about you...1is that what you want? Or...

God Who Does Care:

A. 2 Kgs. 19:14-19 — “Now therefore, O
Jehovah our God, save thou us...”

B. 1 Pet. 5:6-10 — God does care for you.

How God Manifests His Care:

A. Acts 14:17 — “rains and fruitful seasons”

B. Jer. 10:23; Mk. 6:34 — Man cannot direct his
own step...God teaches us how to do so.

Question: What God do You Want?

A. Psa. 115:1-11 - Living God, or the works of
men's hands.

B. 2 Pet. 3:9; Jn. 3:16-17 — God sent His Son

C. 1 Jn. 3:18 — God expresses His care in
words and manifests His care in deeds.
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Progress or Apostasy

From the beginning of time, God expressed the principle of
not adding to nor taking away from His word, 1.e., “Ye shall
not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall
ye diminish from it, that ye may keep the commandments
of Jehovah your God which I command you” (Deut. 4:2).
This was also echoed in the Revelation of Jesus Christ,
saying, “I testify unto every man that heareth the words of
the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto them,
God shall add unto him the plagues which are written in
this book: and if any man shall take away from the words
of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part
from the tree of life, and out of the holy city, which are
written in this book.” (Rev. 22:18-19).

Though the warnings have been read and re-read
throughout the ages, man continues to, as Peter affirmed,
“But there arose false prophets also among the people, as
among you also there shall be false teachers, who shall
privily bring in destructive heresies, denying even the
Master that bought them, bringing upon themselves swift
destruction. And many shall follow their lascivious doings;
by reason of whom the way of the truth shall be evil spoken
of. And in covetousness shall they with feigned words
make merchandise of you: whose sentence now from of old
lingereth not, and their destruction slumbereth not.” (2 Pet.
2:1-3). As it were in the days of Jeremiah, Jehovah
affirmed, “The prophets prophesy lies in my name; I sent
them not, neither have I commanded them, neither spake |
unto them: they prophesy unto you a lying vision, and
divination, and a thing of nought, and the deceit of their
own heart. Therefore thus saith Jehovah concerning the
prophets that prophesy in my name, and I sent them not,
yet they say, Sword and famine shall not be in this land: By
sword and famine shall those prophets be consumed” (Jer.
14:14-15).

Over the ages, “peace” has been the message of false
teachers, who “have healed also the hurt of my people
slightly, saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace”
(Jer. 6:14). Society has lost the understanding that
spiritual warfare is underway. Paul affirmed it, saying,
“Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of his
might. Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be
able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For our
wrestling is not against flesh and blood, but against the
principalities, against the powers, against the world-
rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual hosts of
wickedness in the heavenly places” (Eph. 6:10-12).
Thus, he admonished Timothy, saying, “This charge I
commit unto thee, my child Timothy, according to the
prophecies which led the way to thee, that by them thou
mayest war the good warfare; holding faith and a good
conscience; which some having thrust from them made
shipwreck concerning the faith” (1 Tim. 1:18-19). To
fulfill his charge, Timothy was to understand that he
would be equipped through his adherence to “Hold the
pattern of sound words” (2 Tim. 1:18), and know that
“Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruction
which is in righteousness: that the man of God may be
complete, furnished completely unto every good work”
(2 Tim. 3:16-17). It’s just like shuckin’ corn: when
finished there will be no question as to whether a
“work™ is good, or evil.

The apostle Paul affirmed that “God is not a God of
confusion, but of peace” (1 Cor. 14:33). Everyone who
1s “in Christ” will affirm that to be the case. However,
every man, woman or collective claiming to be “in
Christ,” that does not adhere to the scriptures, and

directs their own path, make God a liar.




Over the next two/three weeks, there will be a couple
of articles testing the works of man against the
scriptures to identify the truth, or error of religious
works implemented by man. ret
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Better Not to Ask

When the remnant of Judah said to Jeremiah, “Let, we
pray thee, our supplication be presented before thee,
and pray for us unto Jehovah thy God, even for all this
remnant (for we are left but a few of many, as thine eyes
do behold us), that Jehovah thy God may show us the
way wherein we should walk, and the thing that we
should do.” (Jer. 42:2-3). When Jeremiah returned with
God’s answer, then said, “Azariah the son of Hoshaiah,
and Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the proud men,
saying unto Jeremiah, Thou speakest falsely: Jehovah
our God hath not sent thee to say, Ye shall not go into
Egypt to sojourn there” (Jer. 43:2).

They would have been better off not to have asked than
to have asked and rejected the answer. ret
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It is Better

Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of God,;
for to draw nigh to hear is better than to give the
sacrifice of fools: for they know not that they do

evil. Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thy heart
be hasty to utter anything before God; for God is in
heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words
be few (Eccl. 5:1-2).
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With Him 1s

Plenteous Redemption

Psalms 130:7
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Weekly Reading
First, Second and Third John

Philemon and Jude
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ADRAMMELECH ATHENS IDOLS
CORINTH HEART EFFECTIVE
CARE JEHOVAH RAINS

FRUITFUL SEASONS TEACH
LIVING WORK MEN
SON EXPRESS WORD
MANIFEST DEEDS SENT
KIND CONSIST POWERFUL
BOUNDS SEE HEAR
EYES EARS NOSE
SMELL HANDS FEET
SPEAK TRUST SHIELD

Importance of the Revelation of God
Words are mere vehicles upon which thought travels.
When you or I desire to put a thought in the mind of
another, we use words. The scriptures serve that very
purpose. They reveal to the mind those things which our
God desires for us to know. In Deuteronomy 29:29, the
scriptures tell us, “The secret things belong unto
Jehovah our God; but the things that are revealed belong
unto us and to our children forever, that we may do all
the words of this law.” In like, under the law of Christ,
the apostle Paul told the Christians in Ephesus, “For this
cause | Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus in behalf of
you Gentiles,— if so be that ye have heard of the
dispensation of that grace of God which was given me
to you-ward; how that by revelation was made known
unto me the mystery, as I wrote before in few words,
whereby, when ye read, ye can perceive my
understanding in the mystery of Christ; which in other
generations was not made known unto the sons of men,
as it hath now been revealed unto his holy apostles and
prophets in the Spirit” (Ephesians 3:1-5). ret
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