One of the tricky parts in reading the gospel of John, 


is that it is constantly working on multiple levels 



with all meanings being intended.  


Just like all layers of the onion, 



are part of the onion.

So if you are literalist, 


you are hearing one thing, 

if you are looking for scriptural references, 


you are hearing another, 

and if you are a theologian, 


yet another.  

This means, as we hear each of these last moments in John, 


he is telling what actually happened, 


connecting the meaning to previous parts of his gospel, 


affirming messianic texts from the Hebrew Scriptures, 


and helping the church understand the theological issues of the day.

It can be peeling away enough layers of onion


that it makes you cry.

Verses 28 and 29 concerning Jesus being thirsty set the stage.  

“I am thirsty,” 


makes sense, 



since Jesus is hanging on a cross 



atop a rocky hill, 



nailed feet and pierced hands, 



with the Jerusalem midday sun beating down on him.  


I would be thirsty without taking a beating 



or carrying a cross.  

But Psalm 22:15 and Psalm 69:21b are fulfilled 


as the innocent Sufferer longs for liquid.  

At the same time, 


what Dale Bruner calls the 



“lowliest of Jesus' I am” statements is made.  


The theme of living water is brought forward, 



as John has Jesus earlier claiming he is the living water 



and anyone who drank of it would never be thirsty.  




So how is it the source is now dried up?  

John also ties together the first sign of his gospel, 



turning water into wine, 




that is the best wine.  


In return, 



now at the end, 




he gets solider wine to quench his thirst.  



From what I have read, 




this Posca is probably a few steps below boxed wine.  

Finally, 


these two sentences have key words from the Passover feast itself: 



jar, sponge, hyssop, wine.  


All hinting at the mystery of what God is doing 



with this ultimate Passover Lamb.

Jesus' next words, 


keep the flood gates open.  

Yes, 


Jesus' life is finished, 


but so are a number of other things.  



The revelation of God's love, 



the mission of the Messiah, 



the reconciliation of the world, 



the rout of the devil and more are completed in the Gospel of John. 

Isaiah 53 and Psalm 22 are echoed.  

Jesus' is able to hand over his Spirit to the church, 


because the work has been done.  

Our future is secure 


we will now be able to welcome the Spirit into our lives.

Our next paragraph is just as full 


if we are willing to take the time to peel back the layers.  

The day of Preparation refers to the Passover Festival.  


It is the day that the lamb was slaughtered 


and the blood was put on the lentil over the door way.  

It was a year that the start of Passover 


coincided with the Sabbath, 


kind of like Christmas falling on a Sunday.  

So an extra big Sabbath and Passover are commencing 


and there are three people on a tree.  

Deuteronomy 21:22-23 proclaims 


if you leave a man on a tree overnight 



the man is cursed 



and the land is defiled.  


Not what you want for the holiday weekend in Jerusalem.  

Luckily for the event planners concerned about this, 


they are dealing with Romans.  

As one commentator said, 


“If there is an awful and painful way to do something, 



the Romans will have found it.”  

So in addition to crucifixion, 


where your limbs are nailed to the tree, 


and you have to raise yourself up on the pinned flesh 



in order to take a breath, 


they had crurifragium.  



Breaking their legs, 




so they can't stand up anymore 




and suffocate faster.  



That was mercy in the Roman world.  

The first two criminals were still alive, 


so their legs were broken 


and a quick death followed.  

But Jesus was already finished.  


So no bones were broken, 



fulfilling the requirements from Exodus 12 




concerning the Passover lamb having no broken bones 



and Psalm 34:21 




with the Lord keeping all bones of the Righteous whole.

Instead, 


for job security, 


for if for some reason he were to be let down, 



put in a tomb, 




and then come out of a coma, 



it would be the centurions life that would be taken, 




they confirm Jesus' death with the spear test,





a spear into his side.  


If they were in a coma, 



the spear would wake them up 



and finish them off.  


If they were not alive, 



what came out would confirm they were dead.  

When we die, 


our blood acts like water and vinegar do, 



it starts to separate.  


The blood thickens and coagulates 


and the water of the body starts to pool.  

Seeing the blood and water pour out like this confirms two things.  


One,



 that Jesus is dead.  


And two, 



for the crowd that John was writing to 



they had questions about Jesus' humanity, 


this affirms that Jesus was a full human being.  

He was not a god in human clothing, 


but he was fully man 


and fully God.  

The layers do not stop there however, 


as water and blood are the elements 



of both of the churches sacraments in baptism and communion.  

Plus all the references in John 


about living water 


and drinking his blood 



come flooding back into the picture. 


Jesus  baptism and the last supper are there as well.  

As are other washing and covenant stories in the Hebrew Bible, 


even the first plague of turning the Nile River water into blood 



is back on the table.  

John  brings all the loose ends concerning Jesus being the source of  life, 


cleansing, 


and purification together with these layered details.  

All of these details come together 


to remind us why, 



despite the horrific way that Jesus died, 


we still call it Good Friday.  

The further we move into the story of Jesus' death, 


the more we peel back the layers, 



the more the goodness of God rises to greet us on this day.  



The more we are affirmed 




that it really is finished 




and there wasn't a detail that God did not address.  

Instead, 


he fulfilled all that we comprehend and more.

28 Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. 30 When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 
31 Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. Because the Jews did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken down. 32 The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other. 33 But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34 Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. 35 The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe. 36 These things happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken,” 37 and, as another scripture says, “They will look on the one they have pierced.”
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