THE INTERCOM

OCTOBER 2020

OBSERVING EVANSTON GOVERNMENT IN THE PANDEMIC
— by Betty Hayford
Observing city meetings and
operations is a core function for LWVE
and that has not changed during
the pandemic. What has changed
is that all city meetings are held on
Zoom. The pandemic, race relations,
police issues, lake front damage and
a budget crisis have generated long
meetings. Your Observer Corps has
been attending these meetings and
filing reports which can be accessed
on the LWVE website at lwve.org.
CITY COUNCIL
At the beginning of every Council meeting, Mayor Steve Hagerty
provides an up-date on the pandemic. The spring surge of cases,
hospitalizations and deaths has eased, although the return of
Northwestern students coincided with an up-tick in cases. Through
spring and summer, the mayor outlined extensive city efforts to
coordinate operations with medical facilities, senior residences, social
service agencies and the business community. A huge collaborative
effort succeeded in housing the homeless population and limiting
infections. Hagerty continues to emphasize the need for continuing
precautions to contain the virus.
The pandemic disrupted the economy, and beginning in June,
Interim City Manager, Erika Storlie, informed Council that the
carefully balanced 2020 budget was in tatters. Revenue was down
as people stayed home and city expenses increased for housing and
other social services, medical expenses and technology for city staff
to work remotely. Storlie and her staff immediately worked to cut
spending, restricting new hires, furloughing staff and then instituting
limited lay-offs. Staff also worked to seek external state and federal
funding to cover Covid-related expenses. The effort continues to
maintain budget stability this year and develop a balanced 2021
budget which will be presented in October.
LOOKING TO THE FUTURE
City staff outlined the beginning of a new strategy for the city to
support Evanston based businesses. Staff also outlined a study of
the advantages of selling city buildings, starting with the civic center,
but possibly including the police or fire department headquarters.
Council had to address other issues — some expected, some
unanticipated. Although the city manager search was scheduled to
move into high gear in March and conclude in summer, the pandemic
forced suspension. The process resumed in summer and applications

have been submitted. Council
made an initial review in September
with a selection of finalists and an
appointment to be made in October.
Over the summer Council had to
address the explosive issues of racial
discrimination and demands to “Defund
the Police.” Evanston marchers called
for racial justice in every aspect of
city government and questioned
police operations and budgets. Mayor
Hagerty sponsored a series of town hall
meetings examining police procedures,
policies and training.
The Human Services Committee, a standing committee of council
members also observed by LWVE, gathered information from trials
in other cities substituting teams of medical and mental health
professionals for some police roles in 911 calls. Storlie has committed
initial funding in the 2021 budget to plan and begin implementation
for a similar effort.
The lakefront is Evanston’s pride, but it proved to be vulnerable
to historically high water levels and increasingly intense storms.
City engineer, Lara Biggs, described damage to the shoreline and
lakefront parks and outlined the need for repairs which could cost
millions of dollars. First-phase emergency repairs will begin this fall,
but further investigation and more work will be required in the next
few years.
Also on the lakefront, a long-time dilemma is again before Council
— the Harley-Clarke mansion, empty for a decade and needing
repairs. In mid-September, four groups presented proposals to
council. All envision a lively set of community activities based in
this handsome building. All have plans for fundraising and revenue
generating activities. But much more discussion and review will
be needed before Evanston can decide whether this building has
a future.
PLEASE JOIN US
Evanston City government has been busy, and the LWVE Observer
Corps provides one means for members to keep up with our elected
officials. In order to sustain our observing and reporting, we need
more observers. Most of us observe two or three times a month
for several hours. The more we observe, the more we understand
and are able to advocate for transparency, accountability and good
government. If you want to learn more about the Observer Corps,
please contact Sue Calder at sbcalder@gmail.com.

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dear Colleagues,

League of Women Voters®
of Evanston
2100 Ridge Avenue, Evanston, IL 60201

Election season can be exhausting! This year,
especially, there is so much to think about,
learn and do. While the conversation is mostly
about the presidential election, we have some
important races and issues closer to home. I
hope you have taken advantage of the many
resources to become informed about the
candidates and issues and I hope you have
planned how you will vote. If you still have
questions, contact the Voter Hotline at
224-297-5052.

847.859.7883 LWVEvanston@gmail.com

www.lwve.org
2020-2021 ELECTED OFFICERS
President Jennifer O’Neil
VP Voter Services Mary Keefe Kelly
VP Membership Valerie Krejcie
Secretary Linda LaBuda
Treasurer Lois Taft

Back to being exhausted, sometimes it helps
to break things down to a more manageable
level and focus on something more specific —
something that directly affects us and that we
may be able to influence. You will find several
articles in this Intercom about very interesting topics: climate change, criminal justice,
reparations and housing among them. If you aren’t already committed, you can be
involved in activities relating to any of these. I encourage you to pursue one or more.
We can also use some help with the office tasks, writing articles or items for social media,
Zoom production and participating with several standing committees — especially
membership and events.
Being a member of the League automatically provides us with a lot of information, but it
also gives us the opportunity to make a difference. Our members are our most valuable
asset as an organization and the greater the participation we have the more successful
we will be. And, of course, the more members we have the greater our impact.

2020-2021 ELECTED DIRECTORS
Local Government/Observer Corps
Elizabeth Hayford
Voter Services/Forums Judy Hoffman
Development Karen Hunt
Monthly Events Joan Lakebrink
Communications Katie O’Neil
Members-at-Large
Environment Elizabeth Kinney
Membership Kathleen O’Malley
Voter Services Mary Rothschild
Special Initiative and Intercom Editor
Mark Tendam
2020-2021 NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Chair Sue Calder
Member Birch Burghardt

If you haven’t yet renewed your membership, please do that right away. In addition, I
challenge each and every member to participate in at least one issue or project with the
League and to invite one friend or acquaintance to join the LWVE. You can do all of this
from the comfort of your home!

ADDITIONAL APPOINTMENTS
Webmaster Mary Lewis
Office Coordinator Kate Todd

As Margaret Mead said, “Never doubt that a small group of committed citizens can
change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.”
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MISSION STATEMENT
Now is a good time to make a contribution to League
operating expenses, the Education Fund, or the
Education Fund’s ETHS Scholarship Fund along with
your dues. You can download your form from the League
website www.lwve.org or pay your dues directly on
PayPal.

As continuing members renew, we want to welcome new members who have joined
in recent weeks: Terri Michaels, Kristine Lofquist, Cinda Axley and Judith Gruber.
Be sure to look through this issue of the Intercom to learn about all the League activities
that members, new and experienced, can support and promote as elections approach!
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The League of Women Voters, a
nonpartisan political organization,
encourages informed and active
participation in government,
works to increase understanding of major public
policy issues and influences public policy through
education and advocacy.

LIKE LWVE
ON FACEBOOK

UPDATE ON LOCAL PROGRAM ACTIVITIES
SUPPORT THE FAIR TAX AMENDMENT!
The League of Women Voters supports the approval of an Illinois
constitutional amendment on the November ballot to permit
a graduated rate income tax, currently forbidden in the Illinois
constitution. We believe it is fairer and more equitable for low and
moderate income residents and it is needed to provide additional
revenue to support essential human services in Illinois.
League members all over Illinois are speaking and writing in support
of the amendment. Others, including the editorial board and guest
columnists at the Chicago Tribune are opposed. Some of the
arguments against the amendment are weak and some are irrelevant.
For example, opponents say that if Illinois adopts a graduated
rate income tax, millionaires will leave the state and weaken the
economy. However, there is no evidence to support such a claim!

RUE SIMMONS EXPLAINS
EVANSTON REPARATIONS PLAN
— by Betty Hayford
On September 24, Alderman Robin Rue Simmons and Equity and
Empowerment Commission Chair, Jane Grover, outlined over a
year of research and analysis creating a foundation for a plan for
reparations for Evanston’s black community. They presented a
detailed summary of their work enabling the audience of over 50
LWVE and Wise Up members to understand the need for reparations
and the positive benefits that will accrue from the reparations fund.

As a counter example, when California and Minnesota raised
tax rates on the highest earners, net immigration of millionaires
increased.
Peer reviewed studies show that millionaires move out of state
for the same reasons that other people do — for a new job, to
join family or to live in a more comfortable climate.

Rue Simmons pointed to the wealth gap between white and
black Evanstonians and the history of discriminatory practices and
policies — especially in the period between 1900 and 1969. Because
housing policies have been the easiest to document, the initial
recommendations from the reparations subcommittee will be to
provide $25,000 grants or forgivable loans to eligible black residents
to purchase or renovate homes. She acknowledged the important
work of Shorefront Legacy and the Evanston History Center in
compiling historical evidence of residential discrimination.

Other opponents say they support a graduated tax but they think it
is more important to address the state pension problem. After the
pension debt is reduced, they will vote for this amendment. This
argument makes no sense, because the pension problem and the
unfair flat tax rate are two separate issues that have no relationship
to each other. The pension issue is not on the ballot. The graduated
tax rate is on the ballot and deserves a YES vote.

The City Council has designated tax revenue from the sale of
recreational cannabis in Evanston, up to $10 million, for the Fund.
The speakers pointed out that the Evanston Community Foundation
has set up a mechanism through which residents and local business
can contribute to the fund. After the initial emphasis on housing
assistance, the subcommittee will investigate programs to support
economic development and entrepreneurship.

LWVE is supporting the Fair Tax amendment this year as part of
the local program. League members are speaking to other leagues
and groups to explain the amendment and why it is needed. If you
have any questions about the amendment, please contact our lead
spokesperson, Kathy Tate Bradish at kathytatebradish@gmail.com.

Rue Simmons emphasized the many ways the subcommittee had
engaged Evanstonians to explain and explore the effort, along with
conversations with leaders in congress — and across the country —
working to support steps repairing damage to African Americans
from centuries of slavery and discrimination.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING WORKSHOPS

The thorough preparation of a plan and the optimistic view that
reparations would strengthen the black community and shape a
stronger and more inclusive Evanston was most impressive!

•

•

The Affordable Housing group is planning workshops to provide
training to LWVE members on affordable housing issues and
strategies. Workshops will be scheduled early in the new year.
This fall, League members have spoken in City Council meetings
to support more flexible regulations on the creation and use of
Evanston’s accessory dwelling units (ADUs) like coach houses. This is
one way to increase types of available housing, some of which could
be made affordable for low-income residents.

A video of the presentation is available by YouTube accessed
through the LWVE website at tinyurl.com/y39on652 along with an
extensive list of resources provided by the speakers. The reparations
subcommittee continues to meet each month and can be viewed on
the City of Evanston web site or Channel 16. tinyurl.com/y4stfk9v

Other issues will be coming up before city committees including
whether to use spot zoning to control density in certain
neighborhoods, a possible new multi-family development in south
Evanston and Joining Forces’ effort to persuade the city to review
the city code through a lens of racial equity and affordability.
For more information about how to get involved in this effort, contact
Sue Loellbach at sloellbach@connect2home.org.
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CRIMINAL JUSTICE: IN THE HEADLINES — IN THE LWVE PROGRAM
— by Sue Brenner & Lois Taft

Executive Director, Patrick Keenan-Devlin, will
speak to us abut the center’s work.

Criminal justice issues are in the headlines.
Nationwide, demonstrations for Black Lives
Matter demand the end of bias against African
Americans by the police as well as calling out
inequities in the treatment of people of color
in the courts. In Evanston marchers demand
“defunding the police” and citizen comment at
City Council urges changes in police operations.

And on December 8, we will get a broader view
of this critical issue from Benjamin G. Ruddell,
Director of Criminal Justice Policy of the ACLU
of Illinois.
For more information about both of these
events, see Upcoming Events on page 7 of this
issue of the Intercom.

So it is very timely that the LWV of Illinois is asking all local Leagues to
help review and study our decades-old position on Criminal Justice. An
LWVIL committee has been working for several years analyzing studies
presenting new thinking about our legal system. They have developed
a proposal for the new position that would be the basis for advocacy at
the state and local levels. We will be asked to host consensus meetings
in January to send our response to the state League.
As individual League members, we must think about what is best for
our city and the nation and inform ourselves about the substance
of the many intertwined elements of our criminal justice system.
The proposed new LWVIL position presents 14 questions related
to crime, bias, policing, pretrial procedures, courtroom practices,
and sentencing to help us in the process. See the full report on
the LWVIL website under the link Taking Action – Criminal Justice
Position Update Study, or review a summary of the report on the
LWVE website under Local Program 2020.
HOW IS LWVE INVOLVED?
A group of LWVE members has been reviewing the LWVIL position
and considering how to approach the consensus process. LWVIL has
guided us to many informative materials and we have found a host
of books and articles illuminating the issues. Leagues around Illinois
are hosting panels and presentations.
On October 22, LWVE will sponsor a look at the work of one of our
local resources, the James B. Moran Center for Youth Advocacy.

HOW DOES A CONSENSUS STUDY WORK?
Many League members have never participated in the consensus
process. Because the League is a “bottom-up” organization, state
leagues draw up positions with input and approval from local
leagues. Leagues all over Illinois will be reviewing the proposed
materials and providing their response. At our consensus meeting(s)
we will go through each question, come to a consensus on whether
we agree or disagree and provide a report of our conclusions to the
state League. An LWVIL committee will take the reports from local
Leagues all over Illinois and prepare a final draft of the new position
to be submitted for approval at the LWVIL convention in June 2021.
The current LWVE working group consists of Sue Brenner, Carol
Cotter, Sonia Evenstad, Diane Goldring, Betty Hayford, Holly Heap,
Joan Lakebrink and Lois Taft. We are all continuously reading and
watching to learn more and understand how different elements of
the system impact each other.
WHAT CAN I DO NOW?
For now we encourage each of you to learn more about our criminal
justice system and advocate for a system that is truly just. Go to the
LWVIL website www.lwvil.org, click on Taking Action and review
the information provided. Contact anyone in our working group
if you want to join us to examine and review this fascinating and
important topic. And, be sure to join us for the consensus meetings
in January 2021.

FINAL ELECTION THOUGHTS
Election Day is getting closer. Some of us have already voted — and we still have time to vote by mail, vote early at the Civic Center or
vote at our local polling place on November 3. Many thanks to our colleagues who provided so much information in such accessible form
in the LWVE Special Election Issue of the Intercom. tinyurl.com/yy2jf7ws Here are a few tips or reminders:
FORUMS The League always plays a major role in introducing us to the candidates and this year was no different. On September 15,
LWVE joined with the Leagues of Wilmette and Glenview-Glencoe to host a forum for the 17th Illinois House District candidates Jennifer
Gong-Gershowitz (D) and Christopher Kruger (G). Yesoe Yoon (R) had a last-minute schedule conflict which prevented her participation.
The forum was recorded and can be accessed on the LVWE website www.lwve.org.
And on September 26, the League of Arlington Heights-Mount Prospect-Buffalo Grove hosted candidates for the 9th Congressional
District, Jan Schakowsky (D) and Sargis Sangari (R). That event is also available on the LWVE website.
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES League members working on protecting the environment will be interested to learn that the Environmental Voter
Project has been working since its founding four years ago to get environmentally motivated voters to the polls. Martin Stinnett, Executive
Director, determined that over 10 million registered environmentalist voters did not vote in 2016. The organization has 5000 volunteers in
12 states working to get out the vote by text, phone, direct mail and digital advertising. Learn more at: www.environmentalvoter.org.
VOTE! IT’S YOUR RIGHT | IT’S YOUR RESPONSIBILITY | ELECTIONS HAVE CONSEQUENCES
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VIRTUAL LEGISLATIVE LUNCH: INFORMATIVE AND OPTIMISTIC
— by Betty Hayford
We’ve all been innovative in carrying out our work during the
pandemic. LWVE adapted our traditional Legislative Lunch to a Zoom
format and presented a rich discussion bringing us up-to-date on the
work of our legislators in Springfield. Five legislators came together
on August 20 for our alternate year focus on Illinois issues. The event
is available at tinyurl.com/y32t3ux5, so members and all residents
can review the report on achievements of the spring session and
prospects for upcoming actions.
The legislators, representatives Kelly Cassidy (D 14th), Robin Gabel
(D 18th) and Jennifer Gong-Gershowitz (D 17th) and Senators Laura
Fine (D 9th) and Heather Steans (D 7th), have served in Springfield for
as little as one term and up to more than ten years. All demonstrated
an impressive command of complex matters and an ability to explain
them to their constituents.
League member Helen Gagel moderated the event, skillfully
rotating questions among the panel and providing each legislator
opportunities to explain her priorities. Kelly Cassidy related her long
support for a graduated state income tax rate as a necessary step
to provide a revenue stream needed to support public services and
stabilize state finances. Others explained that most states already
have graduated tax rates and have a stable fiscal environment.
Laura Fine outlined her recent work with other legislators to introduce
ethics proposals, including term limits for legislative leaders and
restrictions on lobbying. In light of the recent corruption investigation
involving ComEd, she called for house speaker Michael Madigan (D
27th) to step down.
Robyn Gabel addressed the importance of clean energy and
environmental protection. She emphasized the impact of the

proposed Clean Energy Jobs Act which is supported by 82% of
Illinois voters. It will create green jobs all over the state, lead to 100%
renewable energy in Illinois by 2050 and electrify the transportation
sector. Enacting this legislation may be delayed by the current
investigation into ComEd. Others pointed out the need to get lead
out of drinking water and require polluters to clean up their waste.
Jennifer Gong-Gershowitz summarized the important elements of the
voting bill passed this spring facilitating universal voting by mail and
making election day a holiday. Access to voting is well protected in
Illinois, but the League and others need to work to educate voters on
how to register, how to become informed about candidates and how
to cast a vote.
All the legislators agreed that fiscal conditions in the state are perilous.
Heather Steans pointed out that the pandemic has sharply reduced
revenue projections, while increasing community needs for health,
education and unemployment support. Individual remarks outlined
the importance of health care, criminal justice reforms, safeguarding
immigrant rights, and, in the aftermath of George Floyd’s death,
identifying racist aspects of current operations and dismantling
systemic racism.
Helen concluded by asking the panel if they saw any reason to be
optimistic about current conditions and all responded positively —
emphasizing that this is a time to restore faith in government, learn
from past mistakes and address long-standing injustices.
This event reminded us all that good work can be done in Springfield
even as the state faces serious challenges, and we are fortunate to
have a group of hard-working, dedicated and competent legislators
working to address these tasks. We appreciate their willingness to
join us for this discussion and to respond to our communications
throughout the year.

POWER THE VOTE – A VIRTUAL GATHERING TO BENEFIT THE LWVIL
— by Sue Calder and Lois Taft

The keynote speaker, Illinois Lieutenant
Governor Juliana Stratton, reminded us that we
are living in unprecedented times with stresses
from COVID, the economy, the climate crisis
and continuing racial injustice. The themes of
inequality and the fight for justice were echoed
by others during the afternoon.

Members of Leagues from across Illinois
came together virtually for a celebration
of our Centennial on September 24, 2020.
We celebrated the passage of the 19th
Amendment and the 1965 Voting Rights Act
and we recognized League members who have
been active for 50 or more years. With 42 local
Leagues and 3600 members across the state,
we continue to work collaboratively with other
organizations to activate and inform voters.
Allyson Hunt, LWVIL President, chaired the meeting. There was a
welcome from the LWVUS President, Deborah Turner, and a supportive
greeting from Valerie Jarrett, Board Chair of When We All Vote.
Throughout the program, friends and supporters congratulated the
League on our 100th Anniversary. Groups sending greetings included
WGN, ABC7, Jessie Jackson, Al Sharpton, YWCA IL, the Chicago Urban
League, and other local leaders.

One of the highlights of the afternoon was a
virtual play presented by a theatrical group,
Her Story Theater. They presented a short play
entitled, Remember the Ladies, in which they
raised the voices of women who fought for the
right to vote including Alice Paul and Ida B. Wells.
A three-woman panel discussed their organizations and the work they
do to Power the Vote.
•
Jen Dean, Deputy Director of Chicago Votes, brings young
Chicagoans together to learn grassroot basics of democracy and
continued on page 6
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DO LESS — A NEW APPROACH FOR YOUR FALL LEAVES
 by Leslie Shad, Natural Habitat Evanston,
—
Guest Essay

CLIMATE
CORNER

Leave the leaves and plant stalks — it’s one
of the most important steps you can take in
gardening for wildlife. Many of us know that
monarch butterflies migrate to Mexico for
winter, but what about other insects?

Most insects overwinter right in our backyards.
• Many butterflies and moths winter as eggs on plants or as
chrysalises that may drop among leaf litter.
• Fireflies overwinter as larvae underneath leaves or topsoil.
• Beetles and spiders spend the winter as eggs, larvae or adults in
plant stalks, seed heads or pods. It’s also where birds can find and
eat them fueling up against the cold.
• Native bees burrow underground or into plant stalks; some solitary
queen bees or wasps hibernate in quiet, dry spots through winter.
To help beneficial insects, “Do Less”
• Instead of hauling leaves away, rake them under shrubs and trees
or into flower beds. Leaves not only hide insect eggs, chrysalises
and adult bugs, but also protect the topsoil. Further, leaves decay
into natural fertilizer, nourishing trees and shrubs and eliminating
the need for chemical fertilizers.
• Don’t mulch, which can chop insect life among leaves. Leaves will
still deteriorate.
• Leave seed heads and plant stalks, where insects hunker down or
burrow for the winter.
• Skip the leaf blower, which blasts away insects with the leaves
as well as the topsoil they need. Blowers kick up 5 pounds of
particulates per hour, including dust, fungi, animal waste and
toxins — and spew fuel!
• Think of birds as well. They will forage in winter for insects and
seeds among seed heads, leaves and stalks.

POWER THE VOTE continued from page 5

•

•

to prepare them for elected and other public service. They worked
to establish a polling precinct at the Cook County Jail, which has
inspired organizations and jails across the country to endorse a
similar model of voting behind bars.
Tina Hone, Chief Equity Officer for the YWCA of Metropolitan
Chicago, helps women take ownership of their lives and exercise
their power in the voting booth.
Jennifer Taff, Associate Director of Habit for Humanity, encourages
new home-owners to participate in their community and to vote for
leaders who support their values.

Giant Swallowtail, hanging from a plant stalk.
Image from monarchbutterflylifecycle.com/blogs (tinyurl.com/yyuvuoh3)

Insect populations are in decline, and they underpin wildlife food
chains:
• Insects feed birds, rodents, opossum, skunks, turtles, fish, frogs,
snakes and even other insects. Every wild thing eats insects, or preys
on something that eats insects or otherwise benefits from them.
• 96% of terrestrial nestlings need insects — especially caterpillars,
which are soft, and a crucial source of carotenoids.
• Caterpillars dominate for 16 bird families including chickadees,
vireos, sparrows, cuckoos, bushtits, cardinals, warblers,
woodpeckers, mimids, thrushes, orioles and crows.
Here are some additional steps you can take:
• Discontinue pesticides or lawn chemicals
• Incorporate native plants for year-round forage
• Mow less, reduce turf, plant shrubs, trees and wildflowers
• Reduce light pollution by turning off outdoor lights or by using an
amber light or motion sensors

that serves as every voter’s one-stop-shop for election information. You
can use the guide to research the candidates on your ballot and find out
who stands for what you care about — and make sure you, your friends
and your family are prepared to vote!

The panelists described changes needed in our election system and
opportunities for collaboration. Suggestions included automatic
registration for all, reinstating voting rights to individuals when they exit
the penal system and making election day a national holidayThe program ended with a call to spread the word about the Illinois
Voters Guide illinoisvoterguide.org, a resource powered by the LWVIL
6
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VOTER HOTLINE
224-297-5052
Get answers to your questions regarding
registration, voting by mail, what's on the ballot,
polling place locations, etc.
If no answer, leave a message and we will return your
call as quickly as we can.

LWVE (MOSTLY) VIRTUAL EVENTS CALENDAR AT A GLANCE
ALL MEETINGS, UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED, WILL BE CONDUCTED VIRTUALLY.
You will receive an email with event details and registration information.
Or contact the League office at LWVEvanston@gmail.com or 847.859.7883 with questions.
Once registered, please check your email for links to individual events that will be sent out close to the actual date.
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20 AT 5:00 PM
Drinks & Dialogue: Reducing Your Carbon Footprint

TUESDAY,
NOVEMBER 3

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22 AT 1:00 PM
Patrick Keenan-Devlin, Executive Director of the
James B. Moran Center

ELECTION
DAY

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18 AT 7:00 PM
Review of the November 3rd Voting Process
with David Orr
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8 AT 7:00 PM
Issues of Criminal Justice Reform

ZOOMING LIVE: UPCOMING EVENTS
Tuesday, October 20 at 5:00 PM
Drinks and Dialogue: Reducing Your Carbon Footprint
In its Climate Action and Resilience Plan (CARP), the City of Evanston
set a goal of achieving carbon neutrality by 2050. You can help the
city reach this goal by reducing your own carbon footprint. Join
League members and guest, Rachel Rosner and Lauren MarquezViso, president and vice-president of Citizens Greener Evanston
respectively and Jerri Garl, formerly of the EPA and currently a
member of the Evanston Environment Board. You will learn, among
other things, about a 30-day program to lose 5000 pounds — a diet
you can achieve!
Thursday, October 22 at 1:00 PM
YOUTH ADVOCACY
Speaker: Patrick Keenan-Devlin, Executive Director of the James B.
Moran Center for Youth Advocacy
Evanston’s Moran Center for Youth Advocacy, founded in 1976,
provides low-income Evanston youth and their families with
integrated legal and social work services to keep youth out of the
criminal justice system and to help them succeed in school. Patrick
Keenan-Devlin, a Northwestern undergrad, Loyola Law School
graduate and long-time LWVE member, has experience in numerous
public policy areas. The Center’s commitment to racial justice and
equity is particularly valuable as Evanston addresses these longstanding issues.

his assessment of the character of the voting process locally and
nationally.
Orr played pivotal roles in helping to shape state and federal election
reforms. He led the fight for the Motor Voter Law, introduced early
voting legislation and expanded the Clerk’s Teen Democracy
Program. Orr is the founder of Good Government Illinois, whose
major goals are protecting the vote, advocating best practices for
government and electing progressive to office.
Tuesday, December 8, 7:00 PM
ISSUES OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM
Speaker: Benjamin G. Ruddell, Director of Criminal Justice Policy for
the ACLU of Illinois
Criminal justice reform issues are being debated throughout the
country and LWVIL is asking our participation in creating a new
position on criminal justice.
ACLU has a broad criminal justice portfolio and a major focus since
2016, has been to end the use of money bond and reduce pretrial
jailing in Illinois. Within the broad Coalition to End Money Bond, the
ACLU is working to develop principles of a fair, constitutional and
racially equitable system of pre-trial practices. Mr. Ruddell will also
explain the benefits of much-needed comprehensive sentencing
reform in Illinois.

▲ Develop new friendships
▲ Attend any of our 20+ monthly
programs

Wednesday, November 18 at 7:00 PM
REVIEW OF THE NOVEMBER 3 VOTE
Speaker: David Orr, former Chicago Alderman, Vice Mayor and Cook
County Clerk
November 3rd’s election will be unique because of the pandemic,
the hotly contested presidential race and accusations of voter
fraud. David Orr, who oversaw elections for 28 years, will present

Find community,
support and life
enrichment!
BECOME A MEMBER

847.721.1413

▲ Navigate available community
services
▲ Get tech help, rides to medical
appointments, friendly visiting
and neighborly support
▲ Volunteer and improve
someone’s life

WiseUpToday.org

(formerly known as North Shore Village)
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