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to
the

Memory
of

Sister
Lula
Parham

The righteous perisheth,
and no man layeth it to
heart: and merciful men are
taken away, none considering
that the righteous is taken
away from the evil to come.
He shall enter into peace:
they shall rest . ...

Isaiah 57: 1, 2a




Editorial . ..

STANDING AT THE BRINK OF THE
NEW YEAR

“But the end of all things is at hand; be ye there-
fore sober and watch unto prayer. And above all things
have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall
cover the multitude of sins.” I Peter 4: 7, 8.

Another year has been granted us — another new
clean page to write our history upon. We stand at the
edge of our new year with gratefulness in our hearts
for past blessings which are toq numerous to mention,
and with a little apprehension at what the new year
may hold for us. God in his wisdom keeps the knowledge
of the future from us. He deems it best for us to take
one moment at a time, and his strength and grace for
the trial comes just that way. How often have I heard
people say, “We don’t know what we can go through
and how much we can take till its forced upon us” and
“If I had have been told ahead of time about this situa-
tion I'm faced with I would have said I can't stand up to
that.” But in the hour of need his grace is sufficient and
we find “He giveth, and giveth and giveth again.”

Things are happening so thick and fast in this day
and time that we hardly have time to recover from one
shock till another has hit us. I believe we are living in
the time “when the very elect will be deceived if pos-
sible.,” We desperately need to heed Peter’s admonition
to be sober and ‘“watch unto prayer” and to “have fer-
vent charity among ourselves”. We need each other and
we need each others prayers and encouragement. So
often the thing that we have been so verbally hard on
others for looks so very different to us when we meet
it face to face, either for ourselves or those that we love
the best. Much too often we have to eat our words —
words too hastily spoken — judgments too quickly made;
and usually from the viewpoint of a spectator rather
than from first hand knowledge. In our sports oriented

society I think we all know how easy it is tc be an
“armchair Quarterback” calling the plays, making
judgment from the comfort of the ‘recliner.” TUnless

we’ve been in their shoes we are not qualified to make
the decisions. Our attitude should be of prayerful con-
cern lest we be tempted in the same or a worse way. We
find reasons for the failures and shortcomings of those
we love and we seek to restore them with patience and
understanding — but we too often find “absolutely no
excuse” for others. Charity finds no pleasure in the mis-
fortune of others; charity prays for the fallen; charity
pleads for mercy and emplores restoration and forgive-
ness. With what measure we meet it shall come back
to us again. If we are critical and harsh of judgment we
can expect critical harsh judgment in our darkest hour
of need. But on the other hand marcy, kindness and un-
derstanding begat more of the same.

Peter warns “the end of all things is at hand” and I
believe it. We haven’t time to let the devil defeat us
even for a moment — for that may be the moment that
God chooses for His Son’s returning. The saddest thing
in all the world is not to be ready for the “Coming of
the Lord”. It will be sad for those who have never given
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their hearts to Jesus, but the saddest stories of all will
be of those who gave up at the last moment after hav-
ing spent their entire lives in the Lord's service. Not one
of us is safe outside of the blood of Jesus Christ. With-
out Him everyone of us will fail. Let us ‘“watch unto
prayer” and have ‘“fervent charity among ourselves” and
above all hold fast to His hand who shall never let us
fall. May this be the greatest year of our lives because
Hg is at the helm of our ship and His Spirit is guiding
us to be a blessing to others.

nrb

Beneath-the-surface Trouble And Its Answer
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Apostolic Faith Movement

ANNUAL
BUSINESS
MEETING
report:

(held December 15, 1972
at the
Bible College)

In the business meeting of the Apostolic Faith
Ministers and Laity held in Baxter Springs, Kansas, De-
cember 15, 1972 these issues were voted upon and re-
solved as follows:

I
TRUSTEE ELECTIONS

(1) A candidate for Trustee shall be nominated by a
nominating ballot. A nominating ballot shall be sent to
the existing Bible School Board by all eligible voters by
August 1st. This name submitted will be their personal
choice for Bible School Trustee. The nominees receiving
the highest number of votes will be contacted as to their
willingness to serve. Two persons names, willing to serve
and receiving the most nominating votes, will be placed
on an election ballot. All eligible voters will vote for
their choice for Trustee of the Apostolic Faith Bible
School.

(2) The Board of Trustees will have official ballots
printed and all eligible voters must write for or ask
Trustees for official ballot.

(3) Each Apostolic Faith Minister has one (1) valid
vote. Each Apostolic Faith Church has two (2) valid
votes.

This election procedure shall be in effect for one year
only, and if not satisfactory shall revert to original pro-
cedure.

II
ORDINATION OF MINISTERS AND GOSPEL
WORKERS AT BIBLE SCHOOL

Any candidate for Ordination as a Minister or Gospel
Worker of the Apostolic Faith Movement should have a
period of active ministry of one (1) to three (3) years
before enjoying the privileges of ordination. Recommen-
dations from home church boards and pastors would in-
fluence this time period. The Trustees of Apostolic Faith
Bible School would offer “letter of activity” to Draft
Boards stating actual ministerial activities of applicant.
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I
TRUSTEES TERM OF OFFICE

An overwhelming majority felt that the term of office
should not be restricted to any period of time. May they
serve as long as God wants them to.

v
THE BIBLE SCHOOL PROPERTIES USED MORE

(1) A great majority would like to see a longer school
term,

(2) Many would like to see a singing school conducted.

(3) A Sunday School Workshop conducted.

(4) A Soul-winning workshop appeals to many.

(5) Sunday School literature would be helpful.

A%
APOSTOLIC FAITH REPORT

(1) An editorial Board for the Report was voted down,
because the majority felt that the Bible School Trustees
could and should handle job.

(2)Reports from churches, revivals, special activities,
news, sermons are responsibilities of churches and pas-
tors. Trustees or Editor cannot help this situation. Your
paper needs you.

(3) Sermons of Apostolic Faith Truths and Doctrines will
be forthcoming.

VI
ADVISORY BOARD

The idea of an Advisory Board to be appointed each year
by the Trustees was accepted. The Advisory Board mem-
bers are to be appointed from different areas of the
country to serve one year in the promotion of the Apo-
stolic Faith Bible School. To advise when called upon in
the construction, repair or purchasing of building facil-
ities, supplies, and the help required to promote the
spiritual growth of the School and paper. And in general
to help promote this Gospel — to ‘Rescue the perishing,
care for the dying”, to sound aloud the Trumpet for
Christ’s Coming is at Hand.

Bro. Ted Barker will again be the Superintendent of our
Apostolic Faith Bible College. He does plan a tour of
the churches again this year. He is working on a tenta-
tive schedule that will be printed next month after he
has confirmation on some dates. At the present he thinks
the tour will start in February and will be completed
in the first part of May. Those former students travel-
ing with him this year will be; Shari Cook, Janee' Gi-
rouard, Carolyn and Glowanda Quesenbury and Joe Ran-
dolph.

Bro. Jim Fox of Balko, Oklahoma was elected to the
board of trustees to succeed Bro. Doyle Wiles who re-
tired from this position this year after serving several
years in this capacity. Our thanks and appreciation to
Bro. Wiles for his untiring service to the Apostolic Faith
Movement.
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In our study of Jesus Christ in prophecy, we find
the first mention in the Bible of a redeemer of man from
sin, is found near the beginning of the record we have of
the history of man. As we know man was placed in a
beautiful environment, but did not retain his sinless state
with God. At the time man sinned in the sight of God,
he was promised a plan whereby he would be redeemed
from sin if he chose to do so. Gen. 3: 15 tells us the seed
of the woman would bruise the serpent‘s head, and his
seed would bruise the man’s heel. Here begins the high-
way of the seed — Seth, Noah, Shem, and then came the
promise to Abraham. Gen. 12: 1-9 describes the setting
forth of the promise to Abraham, “in thee shall all fam-
ilies of the earth be blessed”.

Abraham went forth to do God’s will. The faith of
Abraham is the faith all have sought for. It was counted
unto him for righteousness. The promise was carried out
in the seed of Abraham.

Isaiah tells us more, there will be healing for the
body. Isaiah 35: 5 “But he was wounded for our trans-
gressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the chas-
tisement of our peace was upon him, and with his stripes
we are healed.”

Why and how the stripes, we are to find out, seven
hundred years later, yet through faith they received their
healing. We find that the one to rule God's children is
told of in Micah’s description given of the town of Beth-
lehem, also, Psalms 132: 5 “Until I find out a place for
the Lord, an habitation for the mighty God of Jacob.”

“The prophecies of our redeemer reach out to include
the forerunner of the redeemer. Isaiah 40: 3, “The voice
of him that crieth in the wilderness, prepare ye the way
of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for
our God. Every valley shall be exhaulted and every moun-
tain and hill shall be made low; and the crooked shall be
made straight, and the rough places plain.”

JESUS CHRIST

in prophecy

(AFBC 1972 Prophecy I Term theme by Harlan Clarke, Amarillo, Texas)

Isaac was assured of the promise. In Gen. 26:4 God
told Isaac, that in thee all nations shall be blessed. Isaac
went his way to follow God’s plan and in his seed Jacob
received the confirmation from God. Gen. 28: 12-15 says
“in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth
be blessed’.. We find Gen. 35: 10 God changed the name
of Jacob to Israel and gave the promise that, “a com-
pany of nations shall be of thee, and kings shall come
out of thy loins”.

The promise of a company of nations went to one of
the sons of Israel. Gen. 48: 10 tells us ‘“The scepter shall
not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his
feet, until Shiloh come, and unto him shall the gathering
of the people be.” The prophetic promise is carried on
through the lineage of David, 2 Samuel 7: 12-13 tells us
that in the seed of David, “I will establish the throne of
his kingdom for ever.”

The where and how of the redeemer is told by the
prophet Isaiah approximately seven hundred years before
the birth of Christ. Here we find the description of the
redeemer makes us to believe he will be like unto man.
Isaiah 7: 14 “Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a
son and shall call his name Immanuel”’. Micah 5: 2 tells
us the place of the redeemer on earth. “But thou Beth-
lehem Ephratah though thou be little among the thou-
sands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto
me that is to rule in Israel, whose going forth have been
from of old, from everlasting.”

We are now to see that a redeemer born of woman,
named Immanuel, born in Bethlehem will make a way to
restore man to a sinless state in God’s presence.
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As we move on toward the time of the coming of
the redeemer we find that there are fulfillments of some
prophecies of the forerunner and prophecies as to who is
to be the virgin that shall bare a son.

Matthew 3: 3. “For this is he that was spoken of by
the prophet Esaias, saying, ‘“The voice of one crying in
the wilderness, prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his
paths straight.” Then came John the Baptist preaching
in the wilderness of Judah, telling of the one that was to
come after him, who was before him, whose shoe latchets
he was not worthy to unloose. John preached repentance
of sin and water baptism for the remission of sin, he told
of the one to come that would baptize with the Holy
Ghost and with fire.

The prophecies of the one to bring forth the re-
deemer were being fulfilled. Luke 1: 22-35 tells of the
angel Gabriel's prophecies to the virgin Mary. Matthew
1: 21, “And she shall bring forth a son and thou shalt
call his name Jesus: for he shall save his people from
their sins.” We see now so many prophecies concerning
the Saviour redeemer were being fulfilled. Matthew 2: 1-
20 an angel appeared to Joseph. Matthew 2: 1-2 Prophe-
cies to wise men telling them where to find the new born
king. As we move toward the birth of the promised re-
deemed, we find that God reveals the redeemer. Luke 2:
9 “And lo the angel of the Lord came upon them, and
the glory of the Lord shown round about them and they
(the shepherds) were sore afraid.” Some feared the com-
ing of a redeemer; there were those that feared lest he
would be the king of the Jews. Matthew 2: 3 ‘“When
Herrod the king had heard these things he was troubled,
and all Jerusalem with him.”
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As prophecy had pointed out, Jesus was born in
Bethlehem. The Son of God was born of the virgin Mary.
We find that God rules in the lives of men, even rulers,
to fulfill his promise to his children. Joseph, the husband
of Mary, was visited by an angel in a dream at the time
that the life of Jesus was threatened by the order from
Herrod to slay all males two years and younger, and told
him to take the child and his mother into Egypt. They
were to stay there until the time of safety for Jesus to
live in the land of Israel was accomplished. Jesus was
revealed to be the Son of God as the light of God came
unto men. Matthew 16: 17 Jesus told Peter, that to be
known as the Son of God was revealed unto him by His
Father which is in heaven.

Healing was told of Isaiah in chapter 53: 4-6 “by
his stripes ye were healed.” 2 Peter 2: 24, 25, tells us,
“Who his own self bare our sins in his in his own body
on the tree, that we being dead to sins should live unto
righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.” We
find in God’s plan where is healing include in the giving
of the redeemer.

The prophecies of preaching and teaching by Jesus
are many and show to us the fullness of the plan of re-
demption. Isaiah 62: 1 -2 prophecies about the Spirit and
anointing of God that was fulfilled when Jesus stood up
to read — Luke 4: 18 in part, “The Spirit of the Lord is
upon me because he hath anointed me to preach the gos-
pel to the poor, to set prisoners free.” Luke 4: 21 Jesus
began to say unto them, “This day is this scripture ful-
filled in your ears.”

Jesus taught the people by parables as written in
Matthew 13: 35, “I will open my mouth in parables
telling things that have been secret.” We find that Jesus
spoke to the people in a way that they were able to un-
derstand things not otherwise understood.

In phophecies pertaining to Jesus being accepted of
man, are found Matthew 21: 1-11, As Jesus entered Je-
rusalem the multitude cried Hosanna to the Son of God.
In Zechariah 9: 9 it was told the king cometh unto you.
We see also that some rejected the one that many had
hoped would set them free. It was told in Isaiah 53: 12
He was numbered with the transgressors, and in Mark
15: 13 the people cried out crucify him. Other incidents
of rejection of the Son of God are in John 1: 11 - 12, “He
came to his own and his own received him not.” As we
look for his second coming we see the rejection by those
living. Luke 17: 25 says he must first suffer many
things and be rejected. We know that at his second com-
ing salvation and pure holiness will not be the rule of
the day. Many will wax cold and not be concerned about
being saved from their sins.

Jesus told his disciples about being received by false
Christs and false teachers. Matthew 24: 4 - 5 “Take heed
that no man deceive you. . . . Many will come in my
name.” Luke 17: 23 - 24 When they show you where he
is, believe them not. We find the signs of the second
coming of Jesus in the word that are worthy to believe
and follow. Matthew 24: 6 - 13 reads, ye will hear of
wars, famines and many kinds of trouble. We find sev-
eral scriptures telling of the things we should watch for.
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Mark 13: 24 - 25 tells of those days after the tribulation.
Luke 21: 11 tells of great earthquakes. Timothy 4: 1-4
we learn of spiritual and moral decline, in 2 Peter 1:
21-22 false phophets and unbelievers will confront us, and
in Jude verses 17-19 we are told about mockers.

As we look at the prophecies being fulfilled as to
financial and labor problems, we read in James 5: 1-6
the rich man will weep and howl because the riches are
corrupted and behold the hire of the labourers is in
trouble. Men will be lovers of self and wrong doings. 1
Timothy 4: 1-5 then the scoffers, walking after their own
lusts, will be encouraging ungodly living.

Jesus gave unto us life and that more abundantly.
He told his followers, “I am the way, the truth and the
life.”

God’s plan of redemption through the blood of Jesus
included all people of all ages. We feel sometimes that
God’s chosen people that rejected Jesus as their Messiah
have turned away of the Lord. As we look into the word
we find “The Jesus Christ” in prophecy paid the price
for salvation, eternal life in God, and the people God
dealt with so many years are not, neither will ever be,
forgotten of the Lord. Jeremiah 23: 7-8 says the Israelites
will dwell in their own land. This has not been since the
carrying away into captivity in 587 B. C. until 1948 A. D.
Ezekial 37: and 38 chapters tell us that Israel shall be
no more two nations, neither shall they be divided into
two kingdoms any more at all. So we see that the ev-
erlasting throne of David shall be established again. Amos
9: 14 and 15 says they shall build and be one nation.

We look today at the nation Israel and see the ful-
fillment of many prophecies. The world today is hearing
about Jesus, his peace, his salvation, more than in past
years. One of the prophecies of the returning of Jesus is
found in Matthew 24: 14 “And the gospel of the kingdom
shall be preached to all the world for a witness unto all
nations; and then shall the end come.” We live in the
time, as we understand it, of Daniel’s 12: 4 writing when
they shall run to and fro and knowledge be increased, as
we see the increase of knowledge we see the increase in
immoral and sinful living. The great attempt to solve
the national troubles, causes us to hear the cry ‘“Peace,
Peace,” yet in God's word he tells us that there will be
no permanent peace before the second coming of Jesus.
We eagerly look for his soon return.

All of the prophecies of the first coming and second
coming of Jesus speak of the Christ that loves us and
gave himself a ransom for us. Surely all praise is due
him for his wonderful love.

| Time spent in prayer
is never lost.

—Simon Lin dberg

Page b



LULA A. PARHAM

OBITUARY OF REV. LULA A. PARHAM

Lula Ann Parham, 74, of Baxter Springs, Kansas,
was born January 4, 1898 at Seneca, Missouri and passed
away December 1, 1972 at the Baxter Springs Memorial
hospital, where she had been a patient for three weeks.
She lived all her life in the Tri-state area. She was mar-
ried February 20, 1918 to Claude Parham, son of Charles
F. Parham, founder of the Apostolic Faith Movement.
Her husband passed away in February 1941.

Sis. Lula gave her heart to the Lord at an early age
and was active in the ministerial work of the Apostolic
Faith Movement most of her adult life. She and her hus-
band worked together till his death, then she carried on
in the work alone as long as her health permitted. She
had seived in Alvin, Galveston, and San Leon, Texas and
at Spring Grove Church in Galena, Kansas as a minister.
She was assistant Editor of the Apostolic Faith Report
for 10 years, and she spent many years conducting
Youth Camps and Daily Vacation Bible Schools all over
the country in many of our churches. She was loved and
respected by all the Apostolic Faith Movement, and an
inspiration to all of us.

She is susvived by a brother, J. Lance Wene, of Bax-
ter Springs; four sisters, Mrs. Lela Hoops, and Mrs.
Maude Dinger, both of Baxter Springs, Mrs. Edna Ander-
son of Grove, Oklahoma, and Mrs. Nora Smith of
Springfield, Missouri, several nieces and nephews, grand
nieces and nephews and a host of friends.
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Services were held in the Apostolic Faith Bible Col-
lege Chapel at 2:00 p. m., December 5, 1972. Officiating
ministers were Rev. Roland Busch, Rev. Marcus Adair,
Rev. Ted Barker, and Rev. Paul Clanton. Bro. Jack Bark-
er and Sis. Louise Sutton both offered prayers. The Bible
School Quartet, Joe Randolph, Rick French, Craig Wat-
erbury and Barry Methvin sang “Not a Shadow Land”.
Mrs. Naomi Busch was the organist. Burial was in the
Baxter Springs Cemetery under the direction of the
Purdy Funeral Home. Pallbearers were Volley Rose, Gene
Cornell, Bill Yeakel, Ronnie Martin, Ted Barker and
Paul Clanton.

Sis. Lula enjoyed several weeks of restored health
in the late summer and early fall, after having spent
six months (from early February through July) in the
hospital and rest home. She was so happy during those
weeks and seemed her old self again. This last siege of
sickness preceding her death began in the later part of
October. We have lost a faithful warrior of the Cross
and we will miss her greatly. She filled what could have
been a very lonely 31 years, after her husband’s death,
with service to others, always with a smile and cheer-
fulness. The Apostolic Faith Movement and the Gospel
of the Lord Jesus Christ were her whole life. Her battles
are over, ours are yet to be fought. May we take courage
from a life well lived.

I wanted to share with our readers these two small
pictures of Sis. Parham and Sis. Barker. Sis. Barkers
was taken just five days before her accident. I know
that those who loved them will cherish these pictures

as I do. Ed.

HAZEL M. BARKER
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Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Satcher are the proud parents

of a baby boy who arrived December 21, 1972. They

named his Christopher Donn. He weighed in at 9 pounds.

Rev. and Mrs. Hap Blythe of Rockdale, Texas are the

maternal grandparents and Mr. and Mrs. Satcher

of Quitman, Mississippi are the paternal grandparents.
C. H. and Donna are now living in Rockdale, Texas.

Milford Bryan, new son of Mr. and Mrs. Milford
Flock, Joplin, Missouri, made his appearance on January
2, 1973. He weighed “% pounds, 1414 ounces. Paternal
grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. Roland Flock of Dar-
rouzett, Texas, great grandmother is Mrs. Verden Haines.
Little Milford’s brother, Mark, is 17 months old.

Mr. and Mrs. Volley Rose of Galena, Kansas are the
proud parents of a new little daughter, Meredith Sue,
born January 5. She weighed 7 pounds.

Mr. and Mrs. Cliff Barker’s new son, Channon Dale,
was born December 9, 1973, which was also their first
wedding anniversary. Cliff and Lynette are now living in
Quitman, Mississippi. Her parents are Mr. and Mrs. J.
C. Long of Quitman, Mississippi. Cliff is the oldest son
of Rev. and Mrs. Winston Barker, now pastoring in
Spearman, Texas. Mr. and Mrs. Irmal Barker are the
great grandparents.

On October 5, 1972, William Christen Madsen, Jr.
joined the family of Dr. and Mrs. William C. Madsen, Sr.
Mrs. Madsen will be remembered as Marilyn Elkins,
daughter of Kenneth and Mary Jo Elkins. Great-grand-
parents are Rev. and Mrs. Joe B. Dewees. Little Master
Madsen weighed eight pounds and five ounces at birth.
He resides with his parents at 10807 Carvel, Houston,
Texas,
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Don’t come.

If you do come, come late.

When you come, come with a grouch.

At every service ask yourself, “What do I get
out of this?”

Never accept office. It is better to stay outside

and criticise.

Visit other churches about half of the time
to show your pastor that you are not tied
down to him. There is nothing like inde-
pendence.

Let the pastor earn his money; let him do
all the work.

Sit pretty well back and never sing. If you
have to sing, sing out of tune and behind
everybody else.

Never pay in advance, especially for reli-
gion. Wait until you get your money’s
worth, and then wait a bit longer.

Never encourage the preacher; if you like a
sermon, keep mum about it. Many a preacher
has been ruined by flattery. Don’t let his
blood be on your head.

It is good to tell your pastor’s failings to
any strangers that may happen in; they
might be a long time finding them out.

Of course, you can’t be expected to get new
mer}rllbe'rs for the church with such a pastor
as he is.

If there happens to be a few zealous work-
ers in the church, make a tremendous pro-
test against the church’s being run by a
clique.

If your church unfortunately happens to be
harmonious, call it apathy or indifference
or lack of zeal, or anything under the sun
except what it is.

— Selected




To:
THOSE
CONTENDING
FOR THE
FAITH

By S. W. Ditto
(Reprint from 1932 Apostolic Faith Paper)

Since there are so many teachings going as Apostolic
Faith, it is time for those that want to stand, to stand,
for the Word of God as was so wonderfully honored of
God in launching the wonderful, Apostolic Faith Move-
ment. Surely Brother C. F. Parham was God’s anointed
and used servant, and the truth he gave through his
labor and teaching seems to be in perfect harmony with
God’s Word and was and will be honored in mighty signs
and miracles, also with the seal of the Father, (Eph.
4:30) the Baptism of the Holy Ghost. Acts 2:4.

There is a letting down from many of the precious
truths we loved so much as a movement twenty-five
years ago. One I wish to speak of at this time.

Ye Must Be Born Again. All teach the new birth,
but few teach it as the Apostolic Faith Movement taught
in the beginning. Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews, con-
fessed Jesus as Rabbi, teacher from God, God with him.
Jesus said, except a man be born again he cannot see
the Kingdom of God. St. John 3:3-5.

Nicodemus ask, how can a man be born when he is
old? The same question is in the mind of many today.

Jesus answered, verily, verily, I say unto thee, Ex-
cept a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot
enter into the kingdom of God.

Some take the water birth to mean water Baptism
and some the natural birth. It is not my purpose to dis-
cuss that here; but take the sixth verse, That which is
born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the
Spirit is spirit. The first man was made a living soul,
flesh man, not spirit but natural life. Afterward that
which is spiritual. 1 Cor. 15:45, 46.

Because of Adam’s transgression, death passed upon
the natural or flesh man. Disease is a weapon in the
hands of Satan, the enemy of the human race, to torture
and kill them until nearly all go before their allotted
time. God so loved the natural man, born of the flesh,
under the sentence of death; (with no spirit or resurrec-
tion power, not able to save or heal themselves, or retain
the breath of life in the day of death) that He sent His
only begotten Son; a Saviour, Healer, Sanctifier, Baptiz-
er, glorious Lord and coming King. We were helpless for
we were only natural being under the power of a spir-
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itual foe. Jesus the Son of God a spirit Deliverer came to
our rescue. All hail, Praise His name, the only begotten
of the great Father. He came to save His people from
their sin and disease. Before He could become our Re-
deemer He must take upon Him our nature; therefore
He was born of woman.

He was tempted in all points as we, yet without sin.
He overcame in all things, even the death of the cross.
Now if He must be born of the flesh to become our
Saviour as all Christians believe, for to disbelieve in the
miraculous conception and virgin birth is the spirit of
Antichrist. Then if we become sons of God with Him, we
must be begotten by the word and born of the Spirit for
the natural man is dead in sin and has no life. 1 John
5.12.

Christ is the life. St. John 14:6. Paul says I have be-
gotten you through the Gospel. 1 Cor. 4:15. Of His own
will begat He us. James 1:18. Though Paul was in bonds,
yet the gospel is not bound. Philemon 10. In the begin-
ning was the Word. St. John 1:1. Endureth forever. 1
Peter 1:25. And this is the Word preached unto you. 1
Peter 1:25. Impossible for the unregenerate to be spir-
itually born. All flesh is as grass and passeth away. 1
Peter 1:24. James 1:11. How can we be born again? Not
of natural or corruptible seed but of incorruptible seed.
1 Peter 1:23. His seed. Matt. 1:23, 25. Came to His own
and His own received Him not. St. John 1:11. But to as
many as received Him to them gave He power, (spirit
life, his seed begotten) to become the sons of God.

The natural man has not power to become the son
of God till he receives it in convertion when the be-
getting or spiritual conception takes place. The first
spark of spirit life, thus making the new birth possible.
The Son of God was begotten of the Father, conceived
in the natural and born of woman. For us to become
joint heirs with Him we must be born again. Begotten
by the word that liveth and abideth for ever, and that
word is Christ; and born of the spirit or God’s seed not
many seeds but one.

“Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises
made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of
one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.” The law was
added 430 years after the promise, because of trangres-
sions, till the seed should come to whom the promise was
made. Read carefully Gal. 3:16 to 22. This promised seed
was Christ. “Behold, what manner of love the Father
hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons
of God.” 1 John 3:1.

Since Adam, the father of the human race, was only
natural, and had no spiritual or immortal life, it was
needful that the spirit seed should come to redeem a lost
race. “And so it is written. The first man Adam was
made a living soul; the last Adam was made a quicken-
ing spirit.” 1 Cor. 15:45. In due time Christ was born,
the seed of Abraham, the son of God, the only begotten
of the Father. “For God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” St. John 3:
16. Verse 17: “For God sent not his Son into the world
to condemn the world; but that the world through him
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might be saved. Verse 18: He that believeth on him is not
condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned al-
ready, because he hath not believed in the name of the
only begotten Son of God.” We find in Tim. 6:15, 16:
“Which in His times he shall shew, who is the blessed
and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of
lords. Who only hath immortality dwelling in the light
which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath
seen, nor can see, to whom he honour and power ever-
lasting.”

Men teach us that all men are immortal, but the
Bible says in verse 16, “no man can approach unto;
whom no man hath seen, nor can see.” In II Tim. 1:10
we read, “But is now made manifest by the appearing
of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death,
and hath brought life and immortality to light through
the gospel: He gives us power to become the sons of
God. If we already had that power he could not give it
to us. He only gives it to those that receive him. To
recognize we are lost, dead in tresspasses and sins and
accepting him as the only begotten of the Father, con-
ception of spirit life takes place in the soul. Before this
grace takes place we have no uncorruptible seed; only
natural not spiritual. After conception of spirit life, /then
the “born again” experience is possible and not until
then could we be born again of incorruptible seed, ac-
cording to I Peter 1:23! “Being born again, not of cor-
ruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God,
which liveth and abideth for ever.”

Sanctifcation makes us one with Christ. “For both
he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of
one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call them
brethren.” Heb. 2:11. Then and not till then can we
prove ourselves newborn babes by obeying from the
heart. “Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile,
and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings,” I
Peter 2:1. Neither can we develop spiritual life. I Peter
2:2; “As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the
word, that ye may grow thereby.”

“Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of
the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man,
unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.
That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and
fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the
sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie
in wait to deceive.” Eph. 4:13, 14.

“And the Lord make you to increase and abound in
love one toward another, and toward all men, even as we
do toward you. To the end he may establish your hearts
unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father, at
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.”
I Thes. 3:12, 13.

To accept pardon as the “born again” experience
gives to the natural man spirit life or seed. If that be
true then Christ was not the one seed or only begotten.
Jesus said, “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will
draw all MEN unto ME.” He is lifted up in that he is
the way the truth and the life, the only begotten Son of
God.

S. W. Ditto
January - February 1973

"IN REGARD TO THE GREAT
BOOK, 1 HAVE ONLY TO
SAY THAT IT IS THE BE4T
GIFT GOD HAS EVER GIVEN
TO MAN. ALL THE GOOD
FROM THE SAVIOR OF THE
WORLD 16 COMMUNICATED
TOUS THROUGH THIS BOOK.”

— ABE LINCOLN

A President's ,0/0}/5/

DuriNg THE Crvi. WAR a pevsonal friend of Abraham
Lincoln spent three weeks at the White House as the
President’s guest. He recalled later: “One night—it was
just after the Battle of Bull Run—I was restless and
could not sleep. From the private room where the Pres-
ident slept I heard low tones, for the door was partly
opened. Instinctively I wandered in and there I saw a
sight I have never forgotten. It was the President, kneel-
ing before an open Bible . . . his back toward me. I shall
never forget his prayer: ‘O Thou Lord God, that heard
Solomon in the night when he prayed and cried for wis-
dom, hear me. I cannot lead these people, I cannot guide
the affairs of this nation without Thy help. . . . O God,
hear me and save this nation.””

Prayer is still the answer to our nation’s salvation.
God has promised: “If my people, which are called by
my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my
face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear
from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their
land” (2 Chronicles 7:14).

B AT AR T G AT R

= A

— DEADLINE —
Copy for the Report must be in the Editor’'s posses-
sion by the 2th of the month preceding the date of
the issue its to be in.
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OBITUARY OF
REV. CARL RUSSELL SWANSON

Carl Russell Swanson, Sr., 72 years of aged, passed
away Sunday, Dec. 24, 1972. He was a retired Apostolic
Faith minister whose home address was 1039 Louise,
Houston, Texas.

He is survived by his wife. Nora (daughter of the
late S. W. Ditto) of the home; one daughter, Edith E.
Winslow of Dallas, Texas; four sons; Delbert Clinton, Al-
bert N., David L., of Houston, and Carl Russell Jr. of

January - February 1973

GREATNESS AND
GOODNESS

by Bennie Stanberry

Goodness, simplicity, great-
ness — these three in one, is a
trinity of perfection, unsep-
arable. Greatness springs from
goodness, and goodness is quite
simple. Without goodness there
is no greatness. Some men pass
by as destructive forces, maybe
like the tornado, or the ava-
lanche is to the mountain.
Greatness comes in endurance
and preservation, and not in
destroying.

Bro. Swanson learned in early
life, that the toils and burdens
of life became easy when the
heart was pure. The pure
hearted are as lilies of the
field, which toil not, yet are
protected by the storehouse of
God. He built a structure and
framed it with happiness. He
lived in the shadow of His own
happiness.

In Lansing, Michigan, 1926,
as teenagers, we became bud-
dies. He traveling with Bro.
Willey Bacon, Bible teacher,
and myself with Bro. Chas. F.
Parham, in a city-wide tent
revival campaign. His ministry
continued all his life. He and
his wife, Nora (Nora Ditto) at-
tended our church the last
three years of his life. We love
them and will miss him so very
much.

Spring, Texas. A fifth son, Wesley E., preceded him in
death. One sister, Edith Coughenour of South Bend, Indi-
ana; a brother, Reuben Swanson of Chicago, 1Ilinois and
15 grandchildren.

Services for Mr. Swanson were held in the Heights
Chapel in Houston, Texas with A. B. Stanberry Sr. of-
ficiating, assisted by Roland Busch and Olen Bachler.
Music was furnished by the Stanberry Sisters, accom-
panied by Dorothy Scott. Burial was in the Memorial
Oaks Cemetery.
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Funeral services for Charles Ernie Shifflett, 25, of
Snyder, Texas, were at 2 p. m., Wednesday, November
29, 1972 in the First Baptist Church in Snyder. He passed
away at 3:50 p. m. Sunday, November 26, in the Meth-
odist Hospital in Lubbock, Texas, following a long ill-
ness.

The Rev. Louise Sutton, Rev. Vester Clanton and
Rev. Ken Andress officiated at the services. Burial was
in the Hillside Memorial Gardens in Snyder.

A native of Ralls, Texas, Ernie had been a resident
of Scurry County for 21 years: He was a graduate of
Snyder High School, attended the Apostolic Faith Bible
College of Baxter Springs, Kans., and Howard County
Junior College and received a bachelors degree in 1970 at
Texas Tech. Ernie was faithful to his God and his church.

Surviving are his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Ernest
Shifflett of Snyder; a sister, Mrs. Karen Fennell of
Snyder; four brothers, David and Dale Shifflett, both of

Snyder, Kenneth Shifflett of Lubbock and Tommy Shiff-
lett of Abilene, Texas; his paternal grandparents, Mr.
and Mrs. H. E. Shifflett of Snyder and his maternal
grandmother, Mrs. Bessie Gregory of Snyder.

1 Thess. 3:9

"For what thanks can we render to God again for
you for all the joy" . .. and abiding comfort your con-
cern has been to us in our time of bewilderment. Our ap-
preciation goes far beyond a feeble "thank you" for the
sustaining strength that has come to us from your many
deeds done in kindness and Christian love.

May the Lord bless you and keep you . .
you peace. Num. 6: 24, 26.

. and give

OBITUARY OF FRED J. BARTLE 'IT

Fred Jarvis Bartlett, 76, of Rockdale, Texas, was
born January 5, 1896, and went to be with the Lord on
November 24, 1972.

At the end of a near perfect Thanksgiving day, he
had retired for the night, when suddenly he became ill,
and was rushed to a local hospital where he died less
than an hour later of a heart attack.

He accepted Christ as his Saviour more than forty
years ago and was a faithful member of the Apostolic
Faith Church of Rockdale. The day he died, his ten year
old grandson remarked, "Grandaddy never did say much.
| guess it's because he didn't want to answer to God for
all those extra words." He was a man of action rather
than words.

He is survived by his wife, Mrs. Adel Bartlett, 512
W. Belton, Rockdale, Texas; a son, Jimmy Bartlett of
Snyder, Texas; three daughters, Mrs. Darrell Carroll of

LaMarque, Texas, Mrs. Joy Furby of Houston, Texas, and
Mrs. Melba Ressel of Rockdale, Texas; two brothers, Ed
Bartlett, and Lee Bartlett; six granrchildren and three
great-grandchildren

Memorial services were held November 25, 1972 at
2:00 p. m. with the Rev. Van E. Blythe and Rev. Paul
O. Carroll officiating. Songs were rendered by Norma
Jean Doty. Pallbearers were E. B. Coldiron, Wallace
Brooks, Jim Galloway, Willard Kornegay, Jerry Hosek,
and James Doty.

Edith M. Randles, 91, passed from this life in Perry-

ton, Texas, December 23, 1972.

The daughter of A. F. and Mary Pierce, she was
born at Elkhart, Indiana, September 19, 1881 and mar-
ried John F. Randles on September 24, 1904. They

homesteaded land at the present sight of Hardesty, Ok-
lahoma where she resided until just a year before her
death.

Mrs. Randles was a faithful and active member of
the Hardesty Apostolic Church as long as her health per-
mitted. She was one of the workers that helped to see
the church established, and her home was open to many
ministers and gospel workers through the years.

Survivors include five daughters: Mrs. John (Lola)
Fox; Mrs. James (Alpha) Arnold, both of Hardesty; Mrs.
E. H. (Evelyn) Geahard and Mrs. Wayne (Goldie) Stump
of Guymon; and Mrs. Roy (Vera) Faries of Delta, Colo-
rado. Two sons, James and Dean Randles of Hardesty.

Of the 24 grandchildren surviving is the Reverend
Jim Fox, minister of the Balko Apostolic Church, 31

great grandchildren and one great-great granddaughter
also survive.
Funeral services were conducted December 27, 1972

from the Hardesty School Auditorium with the Reverend
Howard Whiteley officiating, assisted by the Rev. Jim
Fox. "Farther Along" and "Does Jesus Care" was sung
by the Reverends, Jim Morris, Howard Whiteley, Jack
Cornell and Ted Barker, who were accompanied by Mrs.
Howard Whiteley. Burial was in the Hartville Cemetery
at Hardesty, Oklahoma.






























