Aim: Did the Supreme Court decisions of John Marshall promote national unity?


I. John Marshall
· Appointed Chief Justice in 1801

· Served for 34 years 

· He strengthened the Supreme Court

· His decisions expanded federal powers 

· exercised judicial review
· This declares laws unconstitutional

II. Landmark Court Cases
a. Marbury vs. Madison (1803)
· William Marbury was appointed a judge by Adams 
· He was denied his official papers Madison
· Marshall declared that the Court could not grant Marbury the writ

· Marshall declared the Judiciary Act violated the Constitution

· The Supreme Court may declare laws unconstitutional by using judicial review
b. McCulloch vs. Maryland (1819)
· The Second Bank of the United States was set up to help the economy

· Maryland’s legislators placed a heavy tax upon the Baltimore branch

· McCulloch refused to pay the tax

· Maryland brought suit 
· The tax was voted unconstitutional

· Marshall denied the power of a state to tax a federal agency
c. Gibbons vs. Ogden (1824)
· Ogden had a monopoly grant to run a ferry on the Hudson 
· Gibbons ran a competing line and Ogden sued 

· New York’s grant violated the Constitution

· states could not interfere with interstate commerce 
· created federal regulations on all interstate commerce
