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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Statement of Welcome 

We, the community of First Lutheran Church of Bothell, proclaim the message that 
the grace of our Lord is infinitely inclusive and that everyone is welcome. We believe 
that Christ calls us to reconciliation and wholeness in a world of alienation and 
brokenness.  

As a Reconciling in Christ congregation and as disciples of Christ seeking justice and 
reconciliation among all peoples, we at First Lutheran Church welcome all into the 
fullness of God’s love. We welcome everyone, without exception and regardless of 
sex, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, physical and mental 
ability, age, or station in life. We recognize that each person is a unique creation of 
God, and through grace, a child of God.  

All are welcome at First Lutheran.  

All are welcome to worship, to hear the Good News, to receive the sacraments, and 
to share in fellowship and service. As members of First Lutheran Church, we pledge 
ourselves and our congregation to exercise our faith in Christ, treasuring one 
another’s similarities while embracing our God-given differences. We pledge that we 
will strive to live as a reconciling people, in our life together and in our outreach to 
the world. 

All liturgy, music & lyrics in this bulletin are covered by copyright licenses for publishing & 
streaming.  

1 Copyright ©2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted and streamed by permission under 
license #SAS003678. 

2 Some music used with permission for publishing and streaming under CCLI License #2262125. 
3 Some music used with permission for publishing and streaming under LicenSing #623195. 
4 New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of Churches of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. 
All rights reserved. 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF: 

Pastor  
Rev. Tor Berg 
tberg@flcbothell.org 

Director of REACH 
Ministries 
Roger Steinke 
rsteinke@flcbothell.org 

Director of Music 
(Organist/Choir Dir.) 
Lucy Kay Osborne  
lkosborne@flcbothell.org 

Office Manager 
Kristin Smith 
ksmith@flcbothell.org  

Preschool Directors 
Amy Case 
Stephanie Corrigan 
 
 
Church Office 
425-486-2314 
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WORSHIP NOTES 

+ Please register each person on a communion card in the pew rack and 
hand it to an usher before Holy Communion.  

+ The service is printed in this bulletin. Some hymns are located in the red 
hymn book.  

+ Hearing enhancement receivers, large print bulletins are available. Feel 
free to ask an usher for assistance.  

+ Our expectation is that children will be in worship. We understand, 
though, that there are times when your wiggly ones need a distraction. 
There is a “Pray Space” under the stairs in the inner narthex with soft 
toys and books.  We have trained nursery staff on duty, as well. Please 
ask an usher for directions. 

+ If you would like to have a digital copy of the bulletin, go to our website 
and download the PDF. www.flcbothell.org 

+ Public Wi-Fi: FLC Wireless—Password: MartyLuther 

Serving Us In Worship Today 

Piano June Condra 

Bagpipes Lloyd Condra 

Greeter Sandy Glenn 

Ushers Allen Glenn 
Dan Hendricks 

Acolyte Karlyn LaFord 

Lector Marlis Pehling 

Sound Tech Gary Curtis 

Camera Tech Derrick StaRosa 

Communion 
Assistants 

Sandy Hendricks 
Marilyn Iverson 

Pew Angel Clint Bastin 

If you would like to give 
electronically, please use 
this QR code: 
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December 29, 2024 
First Sunday of Christmas 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE: Of the Father’s Love Begotten (Divinum Mysterium) 

WELCOME 

GATHERING SONG: The Bells of Christmas (ELW 298) 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Glory of Israel, the coming of your son, Jesus, broke open the heavens and 
prepared a way for all of your children to come home to you. Give us eyes 
to see your miraculous spirit moving in this church and in this world. In the 
name of Jesus Christ our salvation. Amen. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

PSALM: Psalm 131 
1 O Lord, I am not proud; I have no haughty looks. I do not occupy myself with 

great matters, or with things that are too hard for me. 2 But I still my soul and 

make it quiet, like a child upon its mother's breast; my soul is quieted within 

me. 3 O Israel, wait upon the Lord, from this time forth forevermore. 

ANTHEM: Auld Lang Syne (Robert Burns) 

WELCOMING THE WORD: O Lord, Now Let Your Servant (ELW 313) 
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THE WORD:  Luke 2:21-38 
21After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was 
called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the 
womb. 

22When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, 
they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written 
in the law of the Lord, "Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the 
Lord"), 24and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of 
the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons." 

25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the 
Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that 
he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Messiah. 27Guided by the 
Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the 
child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 28Simeon took 
him in his arms and praised God, saying, 

29"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to 
your word; 
30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel." 

33And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 

34Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is 
destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that 
will be opposed 35so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed — and a 
sword will pierce your own soul too." 

36There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 
Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after 
her marriage, 37then as a widow to the age of eighty- four. She never left the 
temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38At that 
moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to 
all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

CHILDREN'S SERMON 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: Go Tell It on the Mountain (ELW 290) 

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
We are not alone, we live in God's world.  
We believe in God:  

who has created and is creating,  
who has come in Jesus,  
the Word made flesh, 
to reconcile and make new,  
who works in us and others by the Spirit.  

We trust in God.  
We are called to be the Church:  

to celebrate God's presence,  
to live with respect in Creation,  
to love and serve others,  
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to seek justice and resist evil,  
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.  

In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.  
We are not alone. Thanks be to God. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 
earth, and all people. 

For those who teach and those who learn, we pray. Bless the education 
ministries of your church. Guide Sunday school teachers, college and seminary 
professors, and Bible study leaders in our ongoing faith formation and 
curiosity. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 

For the thriving of creation, we pray. Protect the habitats of pangolins and 
porcupines, penguins and parrots, and all wild animals and creeping things. 
Increase our knowledge of the natural world and the care of its inhabitants. 
God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 

For the nations of the world, we pray. Raise up rulers who lead with 
compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Let your peace rule 
in their hearts and in all lands. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 

For the well-being of your people, we pray. Keep watch over all who travel 
this holiday season. Accompany those who are alone or ill. Console parents 
and children whose relationships are strained or severed. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 

For the ministry of First Lutheran Church, we pray. Let the word of Christ 
dwell among us. In times of conflict, clothe us in love and move us to 
forgiveness. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 

For whom do the people pray? 

For your holy, beloved, and chosen ones of every time and place, we give 
thanks. Draw us all into everlasting praise and joy. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 

We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to 
all, through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERTORY: Lo, How a Rose E’re Blooming (Michael Praetorius) 

OFFERING: Love Has Come (ELW 292) 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of heaven and earth, from the beginning, you have called forth life, in 
which you take delight. The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy. 
Bless now these gifts, received from your bounty, that we may join the 
chorus of creation to tell of your salvation from day to day. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, Creator of all and Source of life, at the birth of time your word 
brought light into the world. 

In the fullness of time, you sent your Word, born of Mary, to shine in our 
darkness and to make us your daughters and sons. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his birth and life among us, his death and 
resurrection, we await his coming again when all things will be restored in 
him. 

By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, that, held and nourished by 
you, we may live as your children, shining with the light of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy 
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 
Amen 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
A child has been born for us, a Son given to us. Come, receive the gift of 
Jesus. 

COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

COMMUNION: We will receive the body of Christ as bread with these or similar words: 
The body of Christ, given for you. If you desire a gluten-free option that is available. The 
blood of Christ will be received as either red wine or white grape juice with these or 
similar words: The blood of Christ, shed for you.  

WHO MAY COMMUNE? All are welcome at the Lord's Table. It is a free gift given to all 
for the forgiveness of sins. The words “for you” really mean FOR YOU! Children may 
commune at the discretion of their parents. If you wish to receive a blessing: cross your 
arms over your chest as a sign for the communion assistants.  

DIRECTIONS FOR COMMUNION: Please come forward by the center aisle at the direction 
of the ushers to receive the sacrament and return to your seat down the side aisle. 
Please register each person taking communion on a pew card. 
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COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God 

COMMUNION HYMNS:  
What Feast of Love (ELW 487) 
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Good Christian Friends, Rejoice (ELW 288) 
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In a Lowly Manger Born (ELW 718) 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food. 
Strengthened by this goodness, send us forth to announce your peace, 
comfort the afflicted, and share the good news of great joy. Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING 

The God of love, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, lavish you with grace, 

illumine your path, and increase your joy, today and always. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG: Joy to the World (ELW 267) 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE: Hark! The Harold Angels Sing (Mendelson) 
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In Our Prayers 

We pray for Bishop Doctor Sani Ibrahim Azar and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Jordan and the Holy Land. 

Those living with cancer: 
Juanita (Bonnie Ahlstedt’s sister-in-law), Mark (Dick Boyce's son), Lisa (Steve Coble’s sister), Alexis 
(Lucy Kay and David Osborne’s friend), Karen (Scott Eiler’s sister), Tracee (Bonnie Ahlstedt’s 
friend), Richard (Sandy Hendricks' cousin), Jessica Hockstedler (member), Joshua (Ken & Kristin 
Smith’s friend), Wayne (Dave Shogren's friend), Beth (Anne Larsen’s sister), Tim (Dave Shogren's 
friend), Richard (Ruth Neitzel’s brother), Ted (Sue Toyoda’s friend), Kip (Paul Desilet’s 
uncle), Jim (Hendricks’ family friend), Joanne (Carolyn Becker’s sister-in-law), Diane Mackey (frequent 
visitor), Chris & family (Dan & Sandy Hendricks’ friends), Jean Rahr (former member), Marin (Beth & 
Gordy Phelps’ friend), Jacky Schnarre (member), Deborah (Vicki Shank’s cousin), Debbie (Karen 
Thomas’ friend), August (Karey Coble’s friend). 

Those who are ill, have an injury or who are recovering from surgery: 
Carolyn Becker (member), Donna (Roger Steinke’s friend),  Dick Boyce (member), Doug (Ho Brown’s 
brother-in-law), Susan (Bob Berg’s cousin), John (Linda Chapman's brother-in-law), Vincent (Julie Mass’ 
friend), Susan Cook (member), Richard (Susan & Ross Cook's brother), Don Cornell (Kristin Smith’s 
friend), Randy (Chris Martin's friend), Leanne (Krista Daniels' sister), Elizabeth (Jane King's 
friend), Nancy Davis (member), Audrey Fisher (member), John Godek (member), Mary Hatlen 
(member), Teresa (friend of the Bakers)  Jim (Sandy Hendricks' cousin), Mary (Melanie Veazey’s 
mother), Karen Johnson (member), Marlo (Leona Keltner's friend), Amy (Nancy McGee’s friend), Kathy 
Koneiczka (member), Richard Konieczka (Kathy Konieczka’s husband), Albert (Chris Martin's 
friend), Doug (Justin LaFord's father), Jeanne (Justin LaFord's mother), Chris Martin (member), Gordon 
(Tom & Chris Martin-Agnew’s friend), Andy (Vickie Shanks' friend), Donnabel (Derrick StaRosa's 
sister), Ron (Beth Phelps’ brother), Sandy Sailand (member), Kayden (Karey Coble’s nephew), Mona 
Shogren (member), Harriett (Roger Steinke’s friend), Walt Stoll (member), Kathy Telford-Luiz 
(member), 

Those who are homebound or in extended care facilities: 
Valerie (Kendahl Adjorlolo's cousin), Bonnie Ahlstedt (member), Jeanette 
Backstrom (member), Sherrill & Larry Baker (members), Trudy Eichelsdoerfer (member), Marlys 
Helgeland (member), Jane King (member), Hildur O’Connor (member), Lawrence (Leon Romaniuk’s 
father), Jacquie Stoll (member), Sigrid (Carsten Thode’s mother), Carol (Patty Weston’s mother), 
Roger Wolter (member).  

Those Serving Our Country: 
AIR FORCE: Mason Land (Debbie & Darryl Lageson’s nephew), Jake Peoples (Andrea & Eric 
Peoples’ son) and Erin Siebert (Linda & Joe Siebert’s daughter) 

NAVY: Christopher Whipple (Carolyn Whipple’s son) 

We are honored to be able to pray for your family members in need. Our policy is to publish 
immediate concerns for 2 weeks, unless we hear from you that an illness or situation is ongoing.  
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INFORMATION FOR THE WEEK! 

Sunday, December 29 First Sunday of Christmas 

9:30 am Worship w/Holy Communion  
10:30 am No Sunday School! 

Monday, December 30 

Tuesday, December 31 
No Lectionary Class 

Wednesday, January 1 
Happy New Year 
Church Office Closed 

Thursday, January 2 

Friday, January 3 
Church Office Closed 

Saturday, January 4 

Sunday, January 5 

9:30 am Worship w/Holy Communion  
10:30 am Sunday School for all ages 
 
The church office will be closed intermittently between December 30 and January 1. 
Please call 425-486-2314 to before going into the office. If you have a pastoral 
emergency please call Pastor Berg directly at 425-415-6817. 

January 5, 2024—Second Sunday of Christmas 

Psalm 2:7-8 Luke 2:41-52 Boy in the Temple 

Weekly Financial Report 
December 22, 2024  Attendance in Person: 170  Zoom: 24 

December 22, 2024 General Offerings: n/a Capital Improvement: n/a 

General Offerings Needed Each Week: $10,510  
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SERMON NOTES 

What caught my attention: 

 

 

 

 

What did I hear that I am eager to share with another person? 

 

 

 

I think the title of the sermon should be:  
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