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Highlighted Events from 2014 

Upcoming Events 

NorCal WESTOP TRiO Day 2014 

Policy Seminar 2014 

NorCal WESTOP 50th Anniversary of TRiO Celebration  

To celebrate our 50 years, NorCal TRiO programs attended an exiting     

Giants vs Dodgers game in September, 2014. We had 90 TRiO staff,       

students, alumni, and friends in attendance. Scholarship funds were 

raised at the event. GO GIANTS!  

Freshta Ahmad was awarded the NorCal WESTOP Leaders’ Scholarship and 

attended policy seminar in Washington, D.C. NorCal came together to 

speak on behalf of our programs. Shortly after, TRiO program funding was 

completely restored for cuts happening after sequestration.  

December 5th: NorCal WESTOP Chapter Meeting at Napa Valley College in Napa, CA 
Those who attend will learn more about using CVENT, our main event registration website. More information 
will be sent via our listserv in November.  
 
February 14, 2015: NorCal WESTOP Student Leadership Conference at Yuba College  
We would like to invite you to our student leadership conference in February. Your students will have fun     
exploring the world of leadership and have the opportunity to meet other TRiO staff and students.  
 
March 4, 2015: Warriors Basketball Game Fundraiser 
Come support our student scholarship fund at a Warriors Game! Buy your tickets today and reserve your seats.  
Ticketmaster link has be sent via our NorCal listserv. Check your email for more information.  

TRiO students and staff came together to represent our family at the state 

capital. State legislators are aware of who we are and what we do for first 

generation and low income students. About 300 students attended this 

event in February, 2014.  

NorCal WESTOP PDS 2014 

We recently hosted our annual Professional Development Seminar 

at The Village at Squaw Valley. We had a great time learning from 

each other and having fun near beautiful Lake  Tahoe! We had 70 

staff in attendance.  
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Scholarship Recipients 

Thank you to all of you for recommending 

outstanding TRiO students! This year we 

awarded four scholarships in the amount of 

$500.00.  

Student                          Attending 

Jordin Simons CSU, Monterey Bay 

Tayyaba Riaz UC Santa Barbara 

Jason Anson  CSU, Chico 

Nicole Johnston San Diego State 

Meet Your 2014-2015 NorCal WESTOP Board! 
Executive Board                                                  Service Council  

President: Dr. Cirilo Cortez                                Professional Development: Sumi Godfrey 

Past President: Shannon Smith                         Resource Development: Ben Yarin  

President Elect: Abigail Garcia                          Legislation & Education: Paula Fonacier  

Treasurer: Eric Sanchez                                       Membership & Elections: LaToya Thompson 

Secretary: Raechal Perez                                     SLC 2015: Jasmine Ramos & Maria Garcia-Gonzalez  

Parliamentarian: Sam Blanco III                       Scholarship: Yolanda Salazar-Garcia  

                                                                                     Technology: Carmelo Miranda  

                                                                                     Research: Vanessa Ramirez & Carmelo Miranda  

                                                                                     Public Relations: Jessica Burleigh  

                                                                                     Fair Share Assistant: Horacio Corona  

Congratulations to the 2014 NorCal WESTOP Achievers' Scholarship Recipients! 

Meet our Scholars  

Jordin Simons Tayyaba Riaz Jason Anson Nicole Johnston 



 

 

  Extra, Extra! COE Fair Share Champions 2014 

Education & Legislation Corner 

WESTOP Update 
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Congratulations to the CSUs for being the NorCal PDS First Annual 

Fair Share Challenge Champions! CSU, Chico, Humboldt State, and 

Sonoma State TRiO staff took this year’s Fair Share Cup home. 

Thank you to all who participated in this effort to raise Fair Share 

funds for COE at PDS 2014. A total of $2,477 was raised by our 

amazing chapter! 

Important Updates: 

¶ NorCal is organizing a congressional outreach effort to ask our 

local congress representatives to support a TRiO $52 million  

      increase for FY 2015 

¶  SSS Draft competition came out in the Federal Register on Sept. 

29 and comments are due by Oct 29. Dept. of Ed says that due 

date could be in mid Dec.  

¶ Policy Seminar 2015 will take place Sunday, March 15- Tuesday, 

March 17 at the Hyatt Regency Washington 

For more updates, please visit:  

https://sites.google.com/site/norcaltrio/home 

Important Updates: 

¶ WESTOP Conference February 27-March 2, 2015 in Santa Clara  

¶ 2016 WESTOP Conference Reno, NV at the Peppermill Casino  

¶ Developing new Strategic Plan for association advancement 

¶ New website under construction 



Get reminders on upcoming events, and information about NorCal! Visit us online: 

Contact Us! We would love to hear from you 
 

 

Cirilo Cortez, Ph.D.  

California State University, Chico 

400 West First St. 

Chico, California 95929-0695 

Phone: 530-898-3623 

ccortez6@csuchico.edu  

Hope everyone is having a great year!  We look forward to seeing you  

 at our next event! 

https://sites.google.com/site/norcaltrio/home  

   

HAPPY HALLOWEEEN!  

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!  


