RO

OF CHA
N

GE

S
OT

DE

PE

CE

ME

NT

S OU R

Roots
Of Change

DE V E LO

P

Foundation Newsletter

					

Source de développement – La circulaire

Thank You to All Our Supporters!

Thank you to everyone who attended the annual Roots of Change Fundraiser on May
14, 2016, at Holy Family Parish. The event was very successful with great
entertainment, special guests, food and prizes. In addition, attendees were treated
to a powerful speech by Guillermo Dominguez Castillo (Memo) which highlighted
the struggle of the Nicaraguan people throughout their history and the hopes they
have for a brighter future.
The fundraiser brought in over $34,000.00 which will go towards supporting
community projects in Nicaragua that are initiated and administered by our partner
organization FUNDACCO. Next year’s event is scheduled for June 10, 2017.

Luis and Memo Explore Alberta

After the fundraiser event, FUNDACCO's representative Luis and his translator Memo
were in Alberta for three weeks visiting many supporters, viewing farming operations
and meeting with members of various communities about potential project
Luis Cruz Mora (in red) and Guillermo Dominguez Castillo (wearing black cap) are hosted by the
partnerships. The two even had time to visit some museums and spend a day In the
Wiper family of Olds, Alberta.
mountains. Luis is already looking forward to his trip to Alberta in 2017! During their
time here, several project commitments were put in place including the building of an irrigation system in the community of Las Liras de Paso Hondo. Although the
budget for this project has not yet been finalized, a group from Olds/Trochu, which has been on two previous delegations to Nicaragua, has committed to funding and
helping with this project, which will be undertaken in 2017. Angy Spiller is the delegation coordinator for this group.
The second is an agricultural project that includes an irrigation system in the community of Nueva Jerusalen. The budget for this project is $7,400.00 US. A group from
Mallaig, which has also been on a previous delegation to Nicaragua, has committed to this project, which will be undertaken in late 2016 or early 2017. Lise
Katerynych is the delegation coordinator.
The third is an irrigation system upgrade in the community of San Benito for an agricultural
co-operative which has been in operation for more than five years. This enhancement
will also allow the farmers to increase the size of their fields. The fundraising for the
bulk of this project is being undertaken by the École des Beaux Lacs in Bonnyville, and is
being coordinated by Yvonne Veraart. A delegation hopes to travel to Nicaragua in
March 2017 to kick off this project.
For more information on these projects or to discuss potential project opportunities
during Luis’ next visit, please contact Eugene Malo at maloe@shaw.ca.
www.rootsofchange.ca
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Join Us! Nicaraguan Delegation - November 2016

Interested in seeing your donations in action? Join our 2016 delegation! The next annual trip to Nicaragua will be taking place November 4 - 12, 2016.
Participants will visit a variety of project locations, meet with locals and the staff at FUNDACCO who are responsible for the leadership and coordination
of the various projects in Nicaraguan communities. The group will also have the opportunity to learn some of the history of Nicaragua and see the
beautiful sites and culture of this vibrant country. If you are interested in joining this delegation, or want more information, please contact Jocelyne at
jocelyne.durocher@rootsofchange.ca or 780-405-8084.

Congratulations To Our 2016
Scholarship Candidates

Each one of these deserving women has been approved, pending
funding, to receive $500.00 US towards their education and living
costs while they attend school. Your annual sponsorships will allow
them to complete post-secondary studies and, in turn, contribute to
the security of their families' and communities' future. These and
other students rely on your generosity to continue their education.

Carina Fernández Leiva
Degree in Hispanic Language and Literature
UNAN - Managua | Colonia Agrícola San Benito

María Gertrudis Pérez Dinarte
Degree in Hispanic Language and Literature
UNAN - Managua | Colonia Agrícola San Benito

Aura Violeta García
Bachelor of Social Work
UNAN - Managua | Managua

Eunice Maribel López Pérez
Degree in Chemistry and Pharmacy
UNAN - Managua | Colonia Agrícola San Benito

Project Update - Water Supply in the
Caimito Community

The community of El Caimito is located 13 km southeast of the town of
Somotillo, with a population of 216 residents who directly participated in the
development of this project. From digging trenches for the pipeline, buying
materials, and the formation of a water committee, the community came
together to ensure the success of this important project.
Families no longer have to travel up to 1.5 km to carry heavy containers of water
to their homes for washing, cooking and bathing. This project lasted six months
and gives the community access to drinking water in the yard of their houses,
freeing up many hours to spend with their families or working on other
necessary chores.
In addition, through a community partnership with the municipal government,
electricity is now available in every home in El Caimito.
For FUNDACCO and the community of El Caimito this project is a testament to
Father Denis Hébert's vision, and gives credibility to his belief that the poor of
Nicaragua have the capacity to provide their families and communities with the
basic necessities of life when appropriate resources are in place.
FUNDACCO and Roots of Change wish to thank everyone who donated the funds
required for the successful completion of this project which allows families of
the community of El Caimito to have healthier lives with this potable and
accessible water.

Why We Support Roots of Change
Charles and Doreen Paches

After reading about Father Denis Hébert in the Western Catholic Reporter
over a decade ago, Charles and Doreen Paches became very interested in the
work that Roots of Change was doing in Nicaraguan communities - in
particular the projects that supported clean water. Having traveled to South
America, having met the wonderful people and having experienced the
culture, the Paches knew they wanted to be involved in bringing hope to
people in need.
“We had been looking for a charity to become involved with where we knew
our donations and support would be going directly to helping the people in
the poorest communities. Water is such a basic need for all of us,” explained
Charles.
After looking further into the Roots of Change, and attending an
information session put on by supporters, the Paches were convinced this
was an organization in which they wanted to be involved.

Strategic Plan 2016 – 2019 Update

The Board has completed a framework of its Strategic Plan, which is now
posted on the Foundation’s website (rootsofchange.ca). We are currently
developing the strategies to implement the plan and this will remain the
Board’s focus for the next two years.
One of our goals is to encourage you to increase your involvement in the
work of the Foundation, especially by introducing the Foundation to your
families, schools, church and social groups, and to your business and
professional colleagues. The Vision of bringing hope to the poor in Nicaragua
in the future can only be achieved through a sustained collegial effort in the
sharing of time, talent and treasures. I invite you to forward to me your
comments and ideas at maloe@shaw.ca.
Thank you,
Eugene Malo, President, Roots of Change

Clowns Without Borders Visits
Nicaraguan Communities

“We were impressed by how the funds were being used - very limited
administrative costs with the majority of donations going directly to the
Nicaraguan people. We also liked that it was a Catholic charity,” added
Charles.
Soon after becoming involved in the Foundation, the Paches had the
pleasure of meeting Father Denis and an instant friendship began.
Throughout the next few years, Charles and Doreen kept in regular contact
with Father Denis through emails and photos detailing the progress of his
work in Nicaragua. During his trips to Edmonton, Father Denis would always
make a point of visiting with the Paches and updating them on all of the
news from Nicaragua.
“He was just the most genuine man,” noted Charles. “It was impossible not
to become friends with him and it was very clear to see the passion he had
for his mission in Nicaragua. We knew we were supporting something that
was making a difference.”
The Paches hope to inspire others to support the Foundation and become
passionate about bringing hope and change to the people of Nicaragua.

Want to Support Roots of Change with
a Monthly donation?
We are pleased to announce that Roots of Change will soon have a
monthly donation option available to donors! Monthly donations improve
the program development and budgeting processes, and for donors, it’s
an easy and worry-free way to ensure that your desired commitment to
the Roots of Change Foundation is looked after.

If you are interested in enrolling in our monthly donation program, please
send an email to donations@rootsofchange.ca .

Clowns without Borders” (CWB) is an International organization which offers
laughter and humour to children and adults who have suffered trauma as a
result of abuse, family violence, natural disasters, or social inequities. In April
2016, a group of young CWB members, totally funded by CWB, visited some of
the communities which FUNDACCO supports, and were able to bring joy and
new experiences to many. To find out more about their visit and see some
great photos, please visit our website for the full article
www.rootsofchange.ca.

Honour Important Milestones and
Support Roots of Change

Honour those important milestones like birthdays and anniversaries by
encouraging family and friends to donate to the Roots of Change Foundation.
These donations will make it possible for a student in Nicaragua to remain in
school, for a mother to receive medical assistance for her children, or for a
family to establish a vegetable garden.

Did You Know?

Your family or organization can support the Roots of Change Foundation
by hosting a speaker. Representatives are available to give short or
detailed presentations to all groups.
Please contact Raymonde Schile at 780-459-8680 to discuss your group’s
needs and to schedule a presentation.

FUNDACCO Project Updates

Our Nicaraguan partner organization continues to make progress in
many needy communities. The following are some activities in which
FUNDACCO has recently been engaged, as described by the FUNDACCO
team:


Watch for more project updates on the Roots of Change Facebook page!
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The goal for our 2016 fundraising campaign is
$280,000. Tax receipts are issued for donations
of $20 or more.

DONATE ONLINE TODAY
Visit rootsofchange.ca/donate.html

www.rootsofchange.ca
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