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Responsorial Psalm (Isaiah 12): Shout a loud and sing for joy: great in your midst 
is the Holy One of Israel. 
 

St. Joseph The Worker News: 
 

Please remember in your prayers those who are sick in hospitals, care homes, or in their homes & those 
who care for them. If you wish to receive the Sacraments of Anointing, Confession, or Holy Communion – 
please call the parish office & leave a message: 204-773-2924.  
 

Praying with Pope Francis December: For pilgrims of hope: Let us pray that this Jubilee strengthen us in 
our faith, helping us to recognize the Risen Christ in the midst of our lives, transforming us into pilgrims of 
Christian hope. 
 

Mass Intentions For This Week: 
 

3rd Sunday of Advent 
 

Saturday  Dec 14    7:30 p.m. Russell  For Fr Paul req by Brad & Brenda Robin 
 

Sunday    Dec 15    9:00 a.m. Russell  Zoom on-line Mass 9:00 a.m. and YouTube after 10:15 a.m. 
                                                            For all parishioners req by Father Paul 
                              11:00 a.m. Rossburn + For Norma Kaskiw req by the Kaskiw family 
 

Monday   Dec 16   Reconciliations at St. Joseph’s from 4–5, 6 – as needed 
                               Fr Paul’s 19th Anniversary of Ordination 
 

Tuesday  Dec 17   No Mass 
 

Wed        Dec 18   Reconciliations at Sacred Heart from 4-5, 6 – as needed 
 

Thurs      Dec 19  No Mass 
 

Friday     Dec 20   8:30 a.m. Russell Adoration 
                              9:00 a.m. For Fr Paul req by Irene Deschamps 
 

4th Sunday of Advent 
 

Saturday  Dec 21   7:30 p.m. Russell + Myron Andrews req by Jim & Bev & family 
 

Sunday    Dec 22   9:00 a.m. Russell  Zoom on-line Mass 9:00 a.m. and YouTube after 10:15 a.m. 
                                                          + Deceased family members req by The Chartier Family 
 

                             11:00 a.m. Rossburm – For all parishioners req by Father Paul 
 
Thank you to everyone who has been praying for me over the passed couple weeks. Thank you also to 
all the nurses, doctors and staff at the hospital for their exceptional care while I was there. I will be 
restarting my treatments this week here in Russell. Thank you again.  Father Paul 
 

A 4-year-old boy, Jimmy, was asked to give the blessing before Christmas dinner. The family 
members bowed their heads in expectation. He began his prayer, thanking God for all his friends, 
naming them one by one. Then he thanked God for Mommy, Daddy, brother, sister, Grandma, 
Grandpa, and all his aunts and uncles. Then he began to thank God for the food. He gave thanks for 
the turkey, the dressing, the fruit salad, the cranberry sauce, the pies, the cakes– even the Cool 
Whip. Then he paused, and everyone waited–and waited. After a long silence, the young fellow 
looked up at his mother and asked, “If I thank God for the broccoli, won’t He know that I’m lying?” 
 

Congratulations to Father Paul who will be celebrating his 19th Anniversary of Ordination on 
December 16th!! 
 
**The last first communion class until after the holidays will be today at 10:00 a.m. after 9 a.m. mass. 
Thank you. 
 

The envelopes for 2025 are ready to be picked up at the entrance of the church. Please pick 
up your envelopes. If there is not a box of envelopes for your family and you want 
envelopes, please contact the church office (204-773-2924) or Gary Petz (204-773-3198). A 
reminder: Do not to use your 2024 envelopes in 2025. Also, for the families on Direct 
Deposit there will not be envelopes for you. Every year more families are going to the Direct 
Deposit method. The concern we hear the most is “Once I start Direct Deposit is it difficult 
to stop?” This should not be a concern, if you contact Gary Petz before the 20th of the 
month you can stop the next month’s Direct Deposit.  If you have other questions about 
Direct Deposit call the Parish Office or Gary Petz. Thank you 
for supporting St. Joseph the Worker Parish. 
 
Reconciliations: 
 

Russell – December 16th at St. Joseph’s from 4–5, 6 – as needed 
 

Rossburn – December 18th at Sacred Heart 4-5, 6 – as needed 
 
 

Christmas & New Year’s Mass Schedule at St. Joseph’s 
 

       Tuesday, December 24th Christmas Eve 6:00 p.m. & 8:00 p.m. Russell                                    

       Wednesday, December 25th Christmas Day 9:00 a.m. Russell  
                                                & 11:00 a.m. Rossburn 
 
 

 Wednesday, January 1st, 2025 New Year’s Day 9:00 a.m. Russell  
                                                & 11:00 a.m. Rossburn 

 
The central theme of today’s readings is the command “Rejoice!” We are to do so mainly by realizing the 
presence of Jesus in our midst, by receiving Jesus into our lives through our repentance, by our renewal 
of life, and by our faithful doing of God’s will. Today is called “Gaudete” Sunday because today’s Mass 
begins with the opening antiphon, “Gaudete in Domino semper” (“Rejoice in the Lord always”). Today we 
light the rose-colored candle of the Advent wreath, and the priest may wear rose-colored vestments, to 
express our communal joy in the coming of Jesus as our Savior. We rejoice because a) we are 
celebrating the day of Christ’s birth, b) we recognize Jesus’ daily presence in our midst, and c) we wait for 
Christ’s return in glory. 
 
We are called to a change of life.  John the Baptist, the stern and uncompromising preacher, challenges 
our superficial attempts at change, demanding that we take a deeper look at ourselves.  Obeying the 
commandments is a good start, but we must then examine our relationships with others.  We must mend 
ruptures, ease or eliminate frictions, face family responsibilities, work honestly, and treat employees and 
employers justly.  Start where you are, John says.  Our domestic and social lives must be put in 
order.  John’s voice is sober. It runs counter to the intoxicating voices around us.  John calls for rectitude 
and social consciousness.   We must abandon our selfish thirst for consumption, and instead, be filled with 
the expectation of Jesus’ coming.  Hence, let us celebrate the memory of Jesus’ first advent at 
Bethlehem, prepare for Jesus’ daily advent into our lives, welcoming, loving and serving Jesus, present in 
other people, delighting in Jesus’ presence in our own souls and lives, and waiting for Jesus’ third advent 
or “second coming” (“Parousia”) at the end of the world, with joyful expectation. 
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