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VBS 2021 will begin on Monday, July 19 and go through
Wednesday July 21 from 6-8 pm. This will be an awesome night of story,
craft, science, and recreation! There will be no dinner this year due to
COVID-19. There will be a snack given out at the end of each evening. We
will have activities both outside and inside, socially distanced and with the
children masked. What are our themes of the day?
Night 1—Armor up with Truth—Our Bible story will be the about Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
Night 2—Armor up with Justice—We will learn the Bible story of David and Goliath
Night 3—Armor up with Faith—We will hear about how Jesus walked on water.
There is a place to register on the church website or email Pastor Sharon at
wheeler.sharon04@gmail.com. Invite your friends and family to come too!

CURRENT RE-OPENING PLAN
SUMMER – JULY THRU LABOR DAY we have one worship service at 10:30 am service with no requirement
to sign-up. We are at mask optional, but strongly request you have a mask with you if you are in a
situation, you may need it. We are asking for patience and kindness knowing many will still be wearing
masks. Please get vaccinated if you are eligible. All other meetings will decide what to about in person
and zoom gathering.
FALL – SEPT. 12 FORWARD is our targeted goal for re-opening with 9:30 am Sunday School in person and
10:30 am worship with no limits on attendance. September 19 will be celebrated as our first ECC
Homecoming Sunday. You will receive much more information as we get closer to that time. This may
change and we are well aware that people will come back as they feel comfortable. We know we will have
to patiently allow a building back of all we do. Each step will be done in a way to insure safety and
allow us all to know.
SPECIAL NOTE: It is clear that we will
continue virtual worship and hope to
incorporate virtual and “Hybrid” (both in
person and virtual) meetings and activities
as best we are able or if needed. We are
in a new place now as we create a
post-covid way to practice church and live
into the future.
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Decisions
Summer being a relaxing
time where little happens is a thing
of the past in my life. It actually
has been that way for years; I just
experienced a lot of disappointment
that things were always more crowded and busy than was thought
would happen. Now that I have given up on that idea, summer has
become in many ways time for decisions and time to act.
As in this conclusion, the month of July is full of decisionmaking, planning, and just plain busyness with lots of things that
cannot be done other times of the year. The calendar doesn’t take a
break in July. Fall is right around the corner and lots of new or
renewed activities must be ready. The church actually receives more
visitors than once thought in the Summer. Camp takes lots of energy
and preparation leading to time away that is usually added to by a
vacation which means time away and things to make up for upon
return. So, July becomes the month of deciding how the things we
planned earlier come together. Many small decisions, but also a few
big ones.

Our Monday School has now ended. The class will be on
break till SUNDAY, AUGUST 8 AT 9:30 AM FOR IN PERSON SUNDAY
SCHOOL! Yes, we plan to return to Sunday mornings. We may attempt
a hybrid with some on ZOOM, but hope that most if not all will be
in person. We plan to study the Book of Ruth upon our return. Plan
to join us! In the meantime, enjoy the break!

More transitions happen during this month than many
people care to admit. As a result, more decisions have to be made
and change of plans. The good news is that there seems to be more
time to dream that is so helpful to allow minds to wander a bit or
even time to focus free of certain schedules. The Holy Spirit works in
times like these. I pray we are prepared to share and to also receive
these new ideas, transitions, and just plain decisions.
I have also found that unexpected things tend to happen in
the summer months that force us to decide what we are called to do
or how we may react or just plain act. Storms, events, breaking news
and tragedies can quickly call upon us to do things differently than
we have planned. I pray that it is always a faithful response and not
an angry reaction. Only we can decide that.
So, here is July with the decisions that come along, the
decisions we have been working on but must now commit to, and the
ways we will act because of the unstoppable events of time that keep
us from the myth that Summer is just an easy time. I finally believe
that summer is still the best time of year, especially now that I see
every day as an opportunity and time to make decisions.
Love,
Randy
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CHURCH
WATCH PARTY
True Justice:
Bryan Stevenson’s
Fight For Equality
Sunday, August 29
at 7:00 pm
“Where some people
erect an artificial barrier
between Jesus and justice,
my faith tells me that
Jesus is all about justice.”
- Jemar Tisby

Shopping for Green
We are a nation of consumers, utilizing more than our share of the
earth's resources. Buying fewer unnecessary items is an important goal for
caretakers of creation.
When we do need to buy things, some options are greener than others. We can prioritize buying items that are grown or produced
locally. That helps reduce the carbon dioxide released into the atmosphere from transport vehicles. Farmers' market is a good example of that
opportunity. Some things, like paper products, can be manufactured from recycled materials or sustainable sources. For instance, Green Forest and
Seventh Generation toilet paper and paper towels are made from 100 percent recycled fibers. Treefree toilet paper from CVS is made from sugar
cane or bamboo grass. These are important alternatives, since deforestation has become a devastation that is fueling climate change.
Buying good-quality secondhand products can make sense too. Craigslist and local consignment
stores are familiar resources. Habitat Restore accepts and resells donations of household repair and building
materials. Hospice Thrift Store accepts donations and resells them to support hospice services in our area.
Reconsidered Goods, a nonprofit store in Greensboro, is a fun place to explore. They accept donations and
resell a vast array of goods and materials that are useful in crafts, decorating, and making things. It has the
feel of a large, colorful, nostalgic flea market. Google any of the above for details.
- Green Church
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Greetings folks!
Just a friendly reminder—if you are a member of the chancel choir and are planning to
return this fall (or if you are not returning), please let Stephen know. If you would like to join the
choir, send Stephen an email—we’d love to have you!
As a post-lockdown refresher, we undergoing some updates with the choir: cleaning our choir
robes, new chairs, folders, doing some minor piano repair, new music, and looking forward to Lessons
& Carols—fun stuff! If you would like to help us and “sponsor” a choir member for $100, please
place an offering or send in an offering and earmark it “Choir Fund” to help out with our sprucing
up. We look forward to singing our first choir anthem of the new year on Sunday, September 12.
Thank you all!
– Stephen

SUPPORTING NEW PENTECOSTAL
HOLINESS CHURCH’S
2ND ANNUAL SHOE DRIVE
New Pentecostal Holiness Church is conducting their Second Annual Shoe
Drive. Their goal this year is 10,000 pairs of new or gently used shoes. The shoes
are donated to two non-profit organizations that then redistribute the shoes to
help families in developing countries throughout South America and Africa start
their own small businesses. All styles and sizes are acceptable. A box has been
placed in the atrium for you to leave your donations. The drive ends on July 31.
Thank you for your support.

THE FARMERS MARKET AT ELON COMMUNITY CHURCH
The Authentically Alamance Farmers Market has returned in full force with 21 vendors! Like last year, the
market is now run down College Ave. instead of on our grass. Therefore, you need to enter by coming into the Holt
Ave. entrance of our parking. Look forward to a year with lots of choices and healthy affordable food. They now take
credit cards for tokens, and accept food assistance (snap) by giving $2 for each $1 you buy! So, pass the word and
attend this market and celebrate local! Market each Thursday from 3-6 pm!
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By Tanya Gold, Council Secretary
From meeting in church library on June 13, 2021
Treasurer’s Report looked rosy, showing a significant surplus in the Year-to-Date column. Thank you for your generous support! A majority of
pledge payments now arrive by mail and 40 percent by online giving. Our CLC will be opening up for large events in July.
Trustees addressed several building & grounds maintenance items this month. A key-code door lock will be installed for Meals on Wheels access
to the CLC storage room. The playground needs leveling to correct a drainage issue. They reviewed a report from the 1st meeting of the Sound &
Video Task Force, and authorized purchases of a camera (for sanctuary) and projector (for CLC), in anticipation of a long lead time for delivery.
The wiring infrastructure will be installed soon in the sanctuary, as a first step in a long-term plan for virtual capability.
Deacons are continuing to reach out to families in their Care Groups through cards and emails.
Board of Christian Education reported on updates in children’s, youth, and adult education opportunities. VBS dates are July 19-21. A list of
“summer self-study” opportunities is available to help us understand our un-intentional participation in White Privilege.
Missions & Outreach Board thanks everyone for your financial support of the BackPack Program! Please keep bringing items to fill the Community
Baby Shower box through the month of July. We will adopt a school for classroom supplies.
Board of Evangelism plans to wash and paint our “God’s Doors Are Open to All” art display. They want the back entrance signs to be more
welcoming of visitors. Parking Lot Greeters, are you willing to start back in the fall?
Children/Youth Ministries – End of year parties were enjoyed by all. Confirmation class members are preparing their statements of faith, and
planning to graduate into church membership in September. Music Camp, anyone? Stay tuned.
Associate Minister’s Report – Pastor Sharon celebrated ECC graduates, coordinated the Women’s Fellowship dinner, and participated in Brandon
Terry’s Eagle Scout Ceremony last month. She will kick off a new 3rd-Sunday-of-the-month rotation of afternoon preaching at Blakey Hall on June
20 (after providing the sermon for morning worship at First Christian UCC on the same day!). A busy lady, she is, but she has a couple of vacations scheduled for July – to tank up energy for VBS on July 19-21! Thank you in advance to all the ECC volunteers who will be her support
team for VBS!
Senior Minister’s Report – Pastor Randy is energized by the clear signs of emerging life and work allowed by the recent lifting of COVID restrictions. He hopes our committees will feel safe about meeting and bringing others into fellowship soon, although we may need to rebuild our
core group of kitchen volunteers before taking on a huge potluck meal like Football Sunday has been in years past! Don’t panic! We are transitioning carefully and caring for everyone’s needs to the best of our abilities. He is actively engaged in planning both short- and long-term projects. He shared the report from the Sound & Video Task Force, leaked plans for an anniversary concert to honor our organ (October 10), hinted
at opportunities to use our sanctuary as a place of meditation to reflect on the 20th anniversary of the September 11 tragedy, celebrated a successful virtual Town Hall meeting focused on dreaming up new 5-year goals, etc. Obviously, Randy needs a weekly day of rest! Randy and Sharon
are working on setting up a policy of days off and delegating duties to allow for time away. Please respect those sacred hours of renewal.

New Business –
Strategic Planning Task Force – “Sprint Team” is the Moderator’s nickname for a small group of people who will be asked to synthesize all the
ideas coming in from Town Hall meetings where we brainstorm ECC’s 2026 Vision. Do you have the gift of “design thinking,” writing in
themes, or speaking in “goal language?” If so, contact Whitney Gregory, Pastor Randy, or the church office. Time frame is late August
through the Goal Retreat on October 23.
Nominations Process – Each December, a set of names is put forward to fill open slots on Boards (for 3-year terms) and Committees (for 1-year
terms) in the following year. A “traditional” nominating committee structure has not been working well. Many members don’t know each
other well, nor what the different groups do. We are considering options for improving the process – like offering a Gifts Survey. Be the
church. Watch for info this fall.
Next Council meeting is set for Sunday, August 8, 2021 at 7:30 PM, in the church library.
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To My Church Family,
Thank you so much for the kind
words, prayers and cards following
the passing of my nephew.The
prayer shawl was a great sign of
love. I really appreciate all of you
being there for me.
Love,
Gertrude Liscum

Stay Connected
with Elon Alive!
Have
you joined our
private
Facebook group
yet? It’s called Elon Alive! and is invite only for
church members and friends. If you have not
received an invite and would like to participate,
please e-mail the church office at
eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com. You must have
a Facebook account in order to be involved. This
is a great place, safe for the whole family to
post pictures and interact with other members
and friends.

Click or scan the QR Code on the top
right of our website, eloncommunitychurch.org, or
look for the QR Code in the bulletin and Torch.
You can also go to our website and click on the
FINANCE tab, to set up an account for regular
online giving. Please take into account that we
pay 3% in fees on each donation if paid with a
credit card. Debit cards and checking accounts
are encouraged! If you cannot make an online
payment, checks are welcome to be mailed to
PO Box 625, Elon, NC 27244.

Marth Spann
Richard Bragg
Artie Lewis
Betsy Stevens
Lori Watson
Mark Danieley
Lance Pinnix
John Long
Michael Goodwin
Carmen Martin
Callie Harris
Don Scott
Elizabeth Lanier
Hannah Spivey

7/1
7/3
7/3
7/4
7/5
7/6
7/7
7/7
7/8
7/8
7/9
7/13
7/13
7/14

Earl and Ann Vickers
Stephen and Manda Stiegel
Andy and Kathy Feld
Denny and Annie McLane
Owen and Reva Schumacher
Brandon and Charlotte Wright

7/3
7/3
7/4
7/9
7/12
7/13

Stephen Bengel
Curtis Giraud
Jay Bateman
Fred Kircher
Joan Richardson
Cindy Hammond
Dillon Drummond
Sue Brown
Larry Strong
Hugh Comfort
Marc Gutierrez
Phillip Sheldon
Jordan Wiles
Doris Peery
Lola Ayers
Fred Canova

7/14
7/14
7/16
7/16
7/16
7/16
7/17
7/20
7/22
7/23
7/24
7/27
7/29
7/30
7/31
7/31

Bill and Mary Ruth
Steven and Sara Likness
Philip and Sims Osborne
Bill and Susan Menikheim
Nate and Lauren Bourne
Hal and Jennifer Clifton

7/16
7/19
7/21
7/26
7/26
7/30

Mailed: 6/25/2021

Street: 271 N. Williamson Ave.
Mail: PO Box 625
Elon, NC 27244
Phone: 336-584-0391
E-mail: eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com

Torch Articles

Please note that all
submissions are due by the
19th for the upcoming month. Because
of limited space, articles may be edited,
saved for future issues, or omitted.
Thank you for your contributions!

If you would like to be removed from The Torch mailing list please e-mail
eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com

Elon Community Church UCC Staff

Rev. Randy Orwig
Senior Pastor

Rev. Sharon Wheeler
Associate Pastor

Joy Rust
Organist

Delinda Anderson
Custodian

Monica F. Nicholson
Office Manager

Dr. Stephen Futrell
Choir Director

Jennifer Clifton
Nursery Attendant

Lori Watson
Finance Director
CLC Coordinator

Eden Brown
Bell Choirs Director

Priscilla Cotton
Nursery Assistant

