When Daniel asked Ashpenaz to help him, God made Ashpenaz
listen.

But Ashpenaz was afraid. He said to Daniel, “The Kinhg has
ordered what You are t0O eat. If You don’t |[0OK as stronhg and
healthy as the others, the King might very well Kill me!” (And he
probably was right - as You will see later in the story. You didn’t
waht to get King Nebuchadnhezzar mad!)

Daniel had a plan.

“Let mYy friends and me eat what God has Commanded us to eat.
Give us vegetables to eat ahd water to drink. After 10 days,
compare us with the others who have eaten the Kinhg’s food, and
see for yourself who |ooks healthier.”

And so that is what they did.

Sure enough, after 10 days, Daniel ahd his friends were healthier
ahd stronger thah the ones who had eaten the royal food. From
thenh on Daniel and his friends were allowed to follow God ahd

eat what God had commanhded.

But God had other plans for Dahiel ahd his friends.

The training for the four friends begah, and God gave them great
success in everything they did. He also gave Dabiel a speCial Sift.
Daniel could tell the meanhing of dreams. Dahiel and his friends
were faithful to God - ahd God did the rest.

After three years of traihing, all the Israelites were brought
before King NebucChadnezzar. NO matter what question the King
asked, or what problem he devised, the four friends kKnew ten
titmes more thah ahyone in the whole Kingdom.

And so Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah were appointed to
the Kihg’s royal court.

It was all God’s doing. (od had put them there for a reason. He
was about to show the greatest King in the whole world who the
REAL Kingis.

God was getting ready to do some amazing things.
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...had a very |ohg, hard-to-spell hame!

He also happehed to be a rich ahd mighty King.

He was the King of Babylon, and a [ong, long time ago, his
Kingdom was the greatest in all the world. But King Nebuchadne-
ZZar wanhted more. You always wanht more when all You waht are
things. And so King NebucChadnhezzar attaCked Jerusalem, the
holy city of Israel.

The King of Israel was ih trouble.

He had forgotten how all the good thihgs he had Came from God.
He forgot how God had given his people the lahd they were [iving
in. Anhd so he made silly wooden and metal statues, ahd thanked
them instead. [ike they had ahything to do with all the good that
happened! So God didn’t help the King of Israel when the King of
Babyloh attacked. God left the king’s wooden and metal statues
t0 help him. They weren’t ahy help at all.

King Nebuchadnhezzar’s army surrounded Jerusalem ahd Captured
it. They stole gold and silver treasures from God’s temple, they
Captured mahy people, and took them all to Babylon.

One of the Israelites wWho was taken to Babyloh was a strong
youhg mah hamed Dahiel.

Daniel washt like the King of Israel. Daniel loved (God, and did his
best to obey him ih everything he did.

So it happened that King Nebuchadnezzar ordered his Chief
OfFiCial, a mah hamed Ashpenaz, to choose the brightest and best
young men of the Israelites. They had to be smart ahd strong and

hahdsome to be worthy enough to serve the King.

Ashpenaz Carefully made his choices. He had to choose wel| - You
didn’t want to displease the King! He chose the best young men
from all of the Captured Israelites, inCluding Daniel, ahd his three
friends, Hananiah, Mishael, ahd Azariah.

Now it was AshpenaZ's job to teaCh these young men to read and
write in Babyloniah, and to make sure that they were fit anhd
strong. King Nebuchadnezzar ordered that every day the younhg
menh were to eat the same food as the royal Court.

And that was a problem for Daniel.

God had told the Israelites what they should eat to Keep them
healthy and well - after all, who would khow better what makes
our bodies work the best than the ohe who made them. But King
Nebuchadnezzar didh’t follow God’s laws. Anhd sinCe he was a
mighty ahd wealthy King, he could eat whatever he wanhted to.

Imagine you were a rich ahd powerful King.

Maybe you would have pepperoni pizza with pop ahd ice Cream
every day. It sounds good. But it wouldn't be too good for you.
Most of the time, to0 muCh Of a good thing, ish’t 3 good thing.

That’s probably how it was with King Nebuchadnezzar. (Of
course, they didn’t have pizza ahd pop and iCe Cream baCk then.
Just think, you Canh have something that onCe hot even Kings
could have!)

But Daniel had made up his mind he was going to obey God no
matter what. He wash't going to eat the King's food. He was only
g0ing to eat what (od had commanded. So (od was with Daniel.
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