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Trump threatens trade deal over Canada’s Palestine stance

President Donald Trump threatened the potential of a trade deal between

the United States and Canada, after Ottawa said it would recognize a
Palestinian state.

Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney made the announcement earlier
Wednesday, stating it would officially make the mostly symbolic move in
September at the United Nations General Assembly.

“Wow!” he said in the statement. “That will make it very hard for us to
make a Trade Deal with them.”

Canada and the United States have been in an escalating trade war since
Trump came into office in January, and repeatedly slapped tariffs on the
United States closest ally and one of its most significant trading partners,
with an additional 35% tariff set to go into effect Friday unless a deal is
struck first.

Carney, whose Liberal Party won the federal election in late April while
riding an anti-Trump sentiment, has since sought to lessen Ottawa’s
dependency on Washington, while referring to Trump’s stance toward his
northern neighbor as a “betrayal”

The two countries have been in trade negotiations since late June, after
Carney shelved the Digital Services Tax, with expectations of having a
deal finished by July 21.

During the press conference Wednesday when he announced the deci-
sion to recognize a Palestinian state, Carney said they were still working
to reach a deal with the United States.

“Negotiations will continue until we do,” he said, adding that his top
trade officials will remain in Washington “in pursuit of that goal”

Trump has staunchly objected to a Palestinian state and has been an ally
to Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and his war against Hamas in
Gaza.

The American president’s warning came as his so-called Liberation Day
tariffs were set to go into effect for countries that have yet to make a deal
with the United States.
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MR. SHER MIOHAMMAD RAJPUT

End of an era
In Loving Memory of Mr. Sher Mohammad. Rajput

It is with deep sorrow and profound respect that we announce the
passing of Mr. Sher Mohammad Rajput, a man of unwavering integrity,
noble character, and generous spirit, who departed from this world peace-
tully on 26th of July 2025 surrounded by the love of his family and well-
wishers. Mr Rajput was on Asia Times Advisory Board for the last 6 years.
Mr. Rajput was not only a devoted family man but also a respected figure
in his community. His life was a testament to courage, humility, and ser-
vice. True to his name, Sher Mohammad—he embodied the bravery of a
lion with the gentleness of faith. He walked with dignity, stood firm in his
values, and extended kindness to all who crossed his path.

He was known for his deep sense of justice, his compassion for the under-
privileged, and his ability to unite people across differences. Whether it
was through his professional life or personal deeds, he remained commit-
ted to uplifting others, mentoring the youth, and living a life of honesty
and faith. He will be highly missed with Indo -American community and
Muslim community of Chicago .
He leaves behind a legacy of love, wisdom, and strength that will forever
inspire those who knew him. His family, friends, and the countless lives
he touched will carry his memory in their hearts as a guiding light.
Funeral prayers will be held followed by burial in Chicago ( willbe decid-
ed soon) .We pray that Allah X grants him the highest station in Jannah
and showers His mercy upon his soul.
“Indeed, we belong to Allah, and to Him we shall return.” (Surah Al-
Baqarah 2:156)
May his soul rest in eternal peace and blessings.

With deep sorrow and condolences,
Dr. Qutub Uddin
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Brx Habeeburrehman Quadri

Inna lillahi wa inna illayhi rajioon

In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the
Most Merciful

Assalaamu Alaikum wa Rahmatullah

Surely we belong to Allah (SWT) and to Him
shall we return

With heavy hearts, we share the news of

the passing of Br Habeeburrehman Quadri
(Habeeb Quadri)

Br Habeeb was a longtime resident of Dallas,
one of the founding members of SEED USA,
and a pillar of the local Muslim community.
He was also among the original members of
the East Plano Islamic Center (EPIC) and
previously played an active role in the JANT
(Islamic Association of North Texas) commu-

nity.

May Allah (SWT) forgive his shortcomings,
convert his sins into good deeds, fill his qabar
with noor, grant his family sabr, and admit
him into Jannat-ul-Firdous. Ameen.

We kindly request that the family not be con-
tacted at this time regarding condolences or
arrangements, so they are able to make neces-
sary preparations and grieve in peace. Your
du’as and understanding are deeply appreci-
ated.

-Khalid Ishaq FB

Worth, Amit(chef), Sudhir(chef), Sanket (chef), Ratheesh(head
chef), Sai(owner), Tejaswi(owner), Puja(server) Romi (Server)
along with Azeem A. Quadeer CEO/Publisher Asia Times US
and Azadi Committee member, Khaja Mujeebuddin

Governor of Texas Says He Can’t Release His Emails With Elon Musk
Because They Are “Intimate and Embarrassing”

Texas governor Greg Abbott is seemingly terrified of hav-
ing his communications with billionaire Elon Musk come
to light.

As the Texas Tribune and public radio station the Texas
Newsroom, report in an eye-opening, co-published
investigation, the elected official’s public information co-
ordinator, Matthew Taylor, said that the communications
are confidential — and should stay that way — because
they include “information that is intimate and embarrass-
ing and not of legitimate concern to the public, includ-
ing financial decisions that do not relate to transactions
between an individual and a governmental body”

Put it all together, and we're absolutely fascinated to

know what they discussed. Musk has made the US state
his home over the last couple of years, following years of
complaining about being taxed and having to abide by
government regulations in California. He has established
new headquarters there for both Tesla and SpaceX, going
as far as to found a space company town in what’s now
known as Starbase, Texas.

His personal views have also shifted to the extreme far
right, more closely aligning with the political landscape in

Texas and Abbott’s anti-LGBTQ, anti-abortion, and anti-
DEI beliefs.

Most recently, Tesla launched an autonomous ride-hailing
service in South Austin, benefiting from a lack of red tape
that would’ve hindered a similar rollout in California (the
EV maker hasn’t even started applying for the necessary
permits in California yet.)

Put simply, Musk undoubtedly has a close and seem-
ingly beneficial relationship with Abbott. Inspired by
MusK’s chaotic stint in the White House, the governor
even attempted to create his own so-called Department of
Government Efficiency in Texas earlier this year.

Following the announcement, the Texas Newsroom
requested that Abbott’s office reveal his staft’s emails with
Musk, dating back to last fall.

A check made out to the governor’s office of $244 for the
time it would take to wade through the emails was cashed
— but the public records never came.

Taylor told the broadcaster that revealing the informa-
tion “would have a chilling effect on the frank and open
discussion necessary for the decision-making process,”

which frankly sounds like a fishy way to cover up how
business is conducted between Texas officials and private
companies.

Complicating matters is a recent Texas Supreme Court
ruling that effectively stops anybody from enforcing
public records laws against top state officials, as the Texas
Tribune reports.

In short, MusK’s businesses are going to great lengths to
ensure the richest man in the world’s correspondence is
kept secret.

SpaceX lawyer Kevin Bagnall wrote a letter to Texas attor-
ney general Ken Paxton, arguing that the emails contain
“commercial information whose disclosure would cause
SpaceX substantial competitive harm.

One thing’s for sure:
the contents of those
emails have never
sounded more fasci-
nating.

Yahoo/News Victor
Tangermann
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Will Smith Reportedly Offloading Properties For
Cash To ‘Keep Up With The Enormous Bills’

Will Smith’s finances are allegedly not on an A-
list scale at the moment.

The A-list actor and his wife, Jada Pinkett Smith,
have reportedly been going through the motions
regarding their treasury, which has been under-
performing for some time now.

Will Smith’s career and earnings have seemingly
taken a slight downturn since the contentious
episode between him and Chris Rock on the
Oscars stage in March 2022, which resulted in a
10-year ban from the award ceremony.

Will Smith And Wife’s Living Condition Re-
portedly Contributing To Their Woes The actor’s
multi-million-dollar net worth is being threat-
ened by enormous bills reportedly stemming
from managing his sprawling properties.

To blow some of the steam off, the star report-
edly sold a five-bedroom Maryland mansion for
$795,000 and has listed a Woodland Hills Home
earlier in the year for $2 million.

An insider has predicted that the actor and his
wife cannot hold out for much longer in the face
of their increasingly difficult situation, which is
becoming increasingly challenging to maintain
on a daily basis.

Another side to the story is the current living
situation between Will and Jada, where they
reside separately in different homes, and the ac-
tor still sorts bills for both properties. According
to RadarOnline, the couple is reportedly not on
the same page about continuing as a union, and
a split is imminent than ever.

The Oscar Winner’s Three-Year-Old Contro-
versy Still Blowing Hot On His Checks

The source added that since the actor slapped
his colleague on the face for making a joke
about his wife’s hair, his earnings have taken a
turn.

Will’s latest film, “Bad Boys: Ride or Die,” re-
portedly grossed over $404 million worldwide
last year, but sources claimed it did not make a
significant impact. A source added that the ac-
tor’s income is doing little to sustain the life he
and Jada are used to.

At the 2022 Oscars, host and comedian Chris
Rock, who steered the ship for the night, pub-
licly referenced a “G.I. Jane” joke about Jada’s
shaved head, utterly oblivious to the fact that
she battled alopecia.

According to the Cleveland Clinic, alopecia is
an autoimmune disease that affects the body’s
hair follicles, resulting in patchy hair loss. The
disease commonly affects the scalp, although
patchy hair loss can occur anywhere on the
body.

Will’s outburst at Chris in the middle of his gig
landed him on the blacklist of the award show
with a 10-year ban.

Inside Will’s Unimpressive Comeback To Music
His acting career is not the only thing plum-
meting around him; his latest attempt at getting
the crowd dancing again was met with very

low patronage and enthusiasm from the pub-
lic. It marked his return to the recording booth
after two decades since the release of “Lost and
Found”

Perhaps driven by nostalgia, the rapper released
a “Based On A True Story” album in 2025. The
Blast noted that the musical project managed

to sell under 300 copies in the United King-
dom and did not crack the Billboard 200 in the
United States.

As reported by The Blast, the singer addressed
the 2022 Oscars incident on some tracks in

the project, but they had little to no impact on
boosting the album’s numbers.

Will's album featured musical collaborations
with his son, Jaden Smith, rapper Big Sean, and
Teyana Taylor. Despite these iconic additions,
the album only recorded 36 digital downloads.
The ‘Emancipation’ Star Reflected On A Major
Parenting Fail

On the home front, Jada and Will have created
a beautiful legacy through their kids, who have
also become a force in the entertainment indus-
try.

However, raising them was a different business
for the actor and actress, and if given the chance
to do it again, Will would tweak one or two
ingredients in the parenting mix.

The Blast reported that Will confessed that they
encouraged Jayden and Willow Smith as young
adults and teenagers to prioritize radical hon-
esty; a decision that backfired severely.
According to him in an interview, radical hon-
esty meant that his kids would do whatever they
wanted and open up to him, expecting appre-
ciation for their honesty, no matter how outra-
geous their actions were.

“It's awful, don't try it. You want your kids to lie,
definitely, you don’t want to know some of the
stuft your kids are thinking of doing,” the star
noted.

Will revealed that it was one of the terrible mis-
takes he and the “Girls Trip” actress made, and
he would always advise parents not to take that
disastrous route.

Who Is On Will Smith’s Hollywood MVP Actors
List?

Except in very sensitive situations which may
demand physical contact, Will has zero prob-
lems giving others their flowers, alongside him-
self. While appearing on a stream, he provided
the names of colleagues he would place on the
list of the greatest actors of all time.

While he initially tried to be modest by exclud-
ing his name on the list, even though he abso-
lutely sees himself up there with the greats, he
did it anyway, noting:

“So three of them, and I'm not really saying this
to be arrogant, I do think I'm like one of the

most prolific actors of our time.”

Will identified Marlon Brando, Denzel Wash-

Y
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ington, Daniel Day-Lewis, and himself as the
best brains and talents of the movie industry.

Is there an incoming turnaround for Will
Smith’s allegedly poor-performing bank ac-
count?

Y/entertainment Afouda Bamidele
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Actor and singer Arun Kumar Ahuja was the
star of the 1940s, with important films like “Ek
Hi Raasta,” “Aurat,” “Beti,” “Kanchan,” “Bhan-
vra,” “Savera,” “Chalis Karod,” “Ghunghat,” and
many more. We also know him as the father of
superstar Govinda.
Arun Kumar Ahuja was born Gulshan Singh
Ahuja on January 26, 1918 (some sources docu-
ment his date of birth as January 17, 1917) in
Gujranwala, Punjab. He completed his early
education in Gujranwala before joining “Mu-
ghalpura Engineering College, Lahore,” where
he graduated in 1937.
Ahuja was discovered by legendary filmmaker
Mehboob Khan during a talent hunt for his
upcoming movie. Ahuja made his debut in the
1939 film “Ek Hi Raasta,” produced by Sagar
Movietone and directed by Mehboob Khan. In
the film, he also sang a duet, “Kab Chal Diya
Ladakpan Kab Aa Gayi Jawani,” with Maya Ben-
erjee under the music direction of Anil Biswas.
Next year, Mehboob Khan cast him in his epic
“Aurat” as Shamu, opposite Sardar Akhtar, the
role later portrayed by Raj Kumar in its remake
“Mother India”
The same year he was cast in N. R. Acharya’s
Azaad” and Ramchandra Thakur’s Civil Mar-
riage (1940)”
His next was Jayant Desai’s “Beti (1941),” where
he sang “Haye Dil Haye Jigar Kar Gayi Vaar
Kaleje Par,” followed by Sarvottam Badami’s
“Bambai Ki Sair,” Leela Chitnis’s Kanchan
(1941),” Aspi Irani’s “Andhera (1943),” and
“Caravan (1944),” A. Doshi’s “Nurse (1943),
“Shankar Parvati (1943),” and Bharthari (1944),
Kedar Sharma’s “Bhanvra (1944),” and Nandlal
Jaswantlal’s “Amrapali (1945),
His career spanned over 30 films, in which he
showcased his versatility in both leading and

www.Asia Times.US

Pratik Deshmulkh

supporting roles.
Notably, he played
a significant part in
films like Mera Su-
hag (1947), Samaj
Ko Badal Dalo
(1947), Sudhar
(1949), Usha Haran
(1949), and many
more.

He also sings many
songs like “Haye
Dil Haye Jigar Kar
Gayi Vaar Kaleje
Par (Beti),” “Nadiya
Ke Tat Pe Khadi
Hoon More Raja
(Kanchan),” “Amb-
va Ke Neeche Aaja
(Savera),” “Bholi Si
Bhilaniya Naache
(Shankar Parvati),”
“Aaj Jaage Hain
Bhaag Bujhi Birha Ki Aag (GrihaLaxmi),” and
“Ram Naam Ras Peeje Manwa (Andolan),”
Ahuja married classical singer and actress Nir-
mala Devi in 1942, and the couple acted togeth-
er in several films, including “Savera (1942),
“Chalis Karod (1946),” and “Ghunghat (1946)”
Their union was blessed with five children, in-
cluding the future Hindi film star Govinda and
filmmaker Kirti Kumar.

Everything was going well, but Ahuja’s life took
a downturn when he ventured into film produc-
tion. His company, Arun Productions, faced

a major setback with the box office failure of
“Sehra” in 1948. The financial losses compelled
him to sell his bungalow in Mumbai and move
to a chawl in Virar, marking the beginning of his
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[[ TASWEERMAHAL REMEMEBERING “THE FATHER OF GOVINDA"™ ] ]

retreat from the limelight.

He continued to act in films in supporting
roles, but lost his morale. Some of his later films
include Shadi Ki Raat (1950), Jai Mahalaksmi
(1951), Kashmir (1951), Aulad (1954), Mangu
(1954), Shriman Satyawadi (1960), Hariyali Aur
Rasta (1962), and Hameer Hath (1964).

Ahuja’s later years were marked by reclusion
and financial struggles, with his wife, Nirmala
Devi, working as a singer to support the family.
He passed away on July 3, 1998, leaving behind
a legacy that had faded from public memory
but remained significant in the history of Hindi
cinema.

Tasweer Mahal
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Professor Kishwar Shabbir Khan of Aligarh Muslim University

AMU Mourns the Demise of Eminent Econo-
mist and Former Chairperson Prof. Kishwar
Shabbir Khan

ALIGARH, July 10: The Aligarh Muslim Uni-
versity fraternity deeply mourns the passing
of Professor Kishwar Shabbir Khan, former
Chairperson of the Department of Economics,
who departed this life on July 6, 2025. Widely
regarded as one of India’s distinguished econo-
mists and public intellectuals, she held a revered
position within the university as an academi-
cian, administrator, and mentor. Her legacy
spans decades of outstanding service to educa-
tion, public policy, and social upliftment.
Expressing her condolences, AMU Vice Chan-
cellor, Prof. Naima Khatoon, said, “Professor
Kishwar Shabbir Khan’s commitment to aca-
demic excellence, administrative integrity, and
social responsibility has left an indelible mark
on AMU and the broader intellectual commu-
nity. Her passing is a tremendous loss, and we
extend our heartfelt condolences to her family
and loved ones”

The faculty members, students, and staff of the
Department of Economics mourned the loss
of a respected colleague, teacher, and guide. In

a condolence meeting held at the department,
Prof. Shehroz Alam Rizvi, Chairman, remem-
bered her as a scholar of exceptional intellect, a
disciplinarian with a compassionate heart, and a
role model who inspired generations of students
and peers.
Before joining AMU, Professor Kishwar taught
at Jamia Millia Islamia and Miranda House,
University of Delhi. She earned her Ph.D. in
Economics from the London School of Eco-
nomics, specializing in international trade and
development, after completing her earlier edu-
cation at Osmania University, Hyderabad.
At AMU, she served in several key roles, includ-
ing Chairperson of the Department of Econom-
ics, Dean of the Faculty of Social Sciences, and
Coordinator of Interdisciplinary Studies. As
Manager of AMU Schools, she played a pivotal
role in enhancing educational access and quality
for students from diverse backgrounds.
Beyond academia, Professor Kishwar contrib-
uted significantly to national institutions such as
the Union Public Service Commission, Indian
Airlines, and the Bank of India, offering her
economic insights to policy and governance. A
prolific scholar, she authored numerous papers

WRITER I-IUMAYUN MIRZA DEAD

| 17 July, 2025

Veteran writer Humayun Mirza passed away
at Holy Family Hospital in Bombay due to
blood and prostate cancer. He was cremated
this morning (17th). He was 80. The writer
had been hospitalised two weeks back and had
been critical for the last few days.

Humayun Mirza is survived by his wife, two

sons and a daughter.

Humayun Mirza was the eldest in the Mirza
Brothers writing team. Besides writing as part
of the Mirza Brothers trio, he also wrote films
like Zakhmee, Samundar and a couple of oth-
ers independently. Among the films co-written
by Humayun Mirza are Love Story, Kasme
Vaade, Dhanwan, Aap Ke Deewane, Salaami,

Quli Qutub Shah

Family photo of Nawab AZIZ JUNG BHADUR of Aziz Bagh Noor Khan Bazar Hyderabad.

and books, including the widely cited Gains
from International Trade: Their Distribution
Between Investing and Borrowing Countries.
She is survived by her son, three daughters, sev-

en grandchildren, and one great-granddaughter,

all of whom continue to cherish and uphold her
remarkable legacy.
Aligarh Muslim University News

Rama O Rama, Yaara
Dildara, Mashoogq, Sita-
mgar and Misaal.

Nawab Azeez Jung with his four sons.
Mawab Azeer Jung.

L e R: Alinddin Ahmad (Deen Yar

Mohiuddin Ahmad, Jung)

and Ruknuddin Ahmad.

Ghazitddin Ahmad (Ghazi Yar Juﬁg'ln
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Indian Cinema 0l1d

Mansoor Ali Khan Pataudi and Sharmila Tago-
re, seen here in a serene outdoor moment, rep-
resent a rare blend of elegance, grace and quiet
strength. He came from the world of cricket, a
symbol of calm determination and leadership,
while she brought dignity and warmth to the
world of cinema. Together, they created a union
that bridged two very different yet equally ad-
mired worlds.

Mansoor Ali Khan Pataudi, known as Tiger
Pataudi, was one of the youngest captains to
lead the Indian cricket team. Despite a serious
eye injury at a young age, he continued to play
at the highest level with remarkable skill and
composure. His presence on the field was both
confident and humble, and he inspired many
with his commitment to the game. He was not
only a sportsman of high regard but also a man
of refined intellect and poise, who carried his

Geoffrey Hinton, one of the most respected
minds in artificial intelligence and often dubbed
the “Godfather of Al has issued a powerful and
unsettling warning. In a recent interview, Hin-
ton revealed that AI could begin rewriting its
own code within the next five years. If that hap-
pens, it may become increasingly difficult for
humans to understand, manage, or control what
these systems are doing, or why they’re doing it.
Hinton, who spent years at the forefront of Al
research at Google, recently resigned from his
post so he could speak openly about his growing
concerns. He believes AI has massive potential
to benefit humanity, particularly in medicine
and education. However, he also emphasises
that we are approaching a critical point, one
that could shape the future of technology and
human civilisation alike.

One of the most alarming aspects, according to
Hinton, is that even today’s top scientists don’t
tully understand how advanced AI systems ar-
rive at their outputs. These models, especially

Govardhan Asrani, popularly known simply
as Asrani, is one of India’s most beloved char-
acter actors and comedians. Born on January
1, 1941, in Jaipur, Rajasthan, he developed an
early interest in performing arts. After gradu-
ating from the Film and Television Institute
of India (FTII), he started his career in the
mid-1960s. Though initially cast in support-
ing roles, his comic timing and unique style
made him a regular fixture in the Hindi film
industry. Asrani’s major break came in the
early 1970s, and he soon became a household
name, especially after his hilarious portrayal of
a comically corrupt jailor in Sholay (1975).
Asrani was a staple in the films of directors
like Hrishikesh Mukherjee and Basu Chatter-
jee, featuring in movies like Chupke Chupke,
Abhimaan, Bawarchi, and Gol Maal. He had a
rare ability to bring innocence, mischief, and
depth to his characters, often using expressive

royal background with understated charm.
Sharmila Tagore, one of the most admired ac-
tresses in Indian cinema, built a career marked
by versatility, depth and beauty. From her early
films with meaningful roles to her celebrated
performances in both mainstream and parallel
cinema, she brought sensitivity and elegance to
every part she played. Her ability to balance ca-
reer and personal life while continuing to make
thoughtful choices has long been appreciated by
admirers and fellow artists alike.

This photograph, set against the peaceful
backdrop of nature, captures them in a quiet,
thoughtful moment. Their chemistry speaks of
companionship that goes beyond glamour — a
bond built on shared respect, distinct achieve-
ments, and a life of graceful balance. It is not
just a picture of a famous couple, but a glimpse
into a life lived with dignity and togetherness.

Mind’s Canvas

large neural networks, function in ways that
are not always transparent or predictable. As
Al becomes more autonomous and capable of
modifying itself, the risks multiply, from run-
away learning systems to the development of
goals misaligned with human values.

Hinton stresses the urgent need for interna-
tional cooperation, regulatory frameworks, and
ethical safeguards. He calls for a global ban on
autonomous Al weapons and increased invest-
ment in Al safety research. Without clear limits
and accountability, Al could be exploited to
spread misinformation, manipulate populations,
or develop dangerous levels of autonomy.
While the technology races ahead, our policies,
ethics, and understanding are lagging behind.
Hinton’s warning isn’t about stopping Al it’s
about being wise enough to guide its future
before it outruns our ability to control it.

For more insights into the future of technology,
human intelligence, and where it all might lead,
follow Minds Canvas and stay informed about

Live Gujarat

eyes and elastic facial expressions. Whether
he played the nervous assistant, the bum-
bling brother-in-law, or the talkative friend,
Asrani always left a mark. He shared excel-
lent screen chemistry with co-comedians
like Keshto Mukherjee and Jagdeep, and
often stole the spotlight in ensemble casts.
His comic legacy is comparable to legends
like Mehmood and Johnny Walker.

Despite the changing tides in Bollywood,
Asrani adapted, continuing to act in over
350 films across decades. He appeared in
David Dhawan’s comedies in the 1990s and
early 2000s, showcasing his timeless appeal.
Beyond films, he also directed and acted in [
Gujarati cinema and theatre. Asrani’s con- |
tribution to Indian comedy is immense, not
just for laughs, but for elevating humor into
an art form with dignity and heart.
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THE "GODFATHER OF Al" SAYS
Al MIGHT REWRITE ITS OWN CODE

AND ESCAPE HUMAN CONTROL
WITHIN FIVE YEARS

the forces shaping our world.
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SHARP DROPIN US STUDY PERMITS; INDIA SEES 44% DECLINE IN H1 FY25

US student visa slide hits India hard

® Pakistan & B'desh AMERICAN DREAM ON PAUSE

buck the trend,
record high growth

MANU KAUSHIK
New Delhi, July 23

THE NUMBER OF student visas
issued by the US government
fell 15% globally to 89,000 in
the first half of fiscal year 2025
(October-March), with India
witnessing a steep 43.5% drop
in fresh visas compared to the
same period in 2024, according
to data from the US Depart-
ment of State. China, the US's
second-largest source market,
also recorded a significant
declineof 24.1%,with just over
11,100 F-1 visas issued during
the period.

The decline in visa issuance
is attributed largely to lower
international student enrol-
ments in US universities. Fac-
tors include growing caution
among students due to policy

Memorable picture of Princess Durre Shahwar
at the wedding of Princess Nawabzadi Humaira
Zama Saheba of Mohammadgarh State. Durre
Shahwar was the daughter of Sultan Abdul Ma-
jid II, the last Sultan of the Ottoman Sultanate,
and mother of Mukarram Jah, the last Nizam of

Hyderabad.

In this picture, along with Princess Durre Shah-
war, Mohammad Nawab Alamgir Quli Khan’s
sister is seen on the left and his aunt on the right
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uncertainty under the Trump
administration, potential cuts
in federal funding,and agener-
ally stricter US immigration
stance.

Though the first half of a fis-
cal year typically accounts for
only one in every four F-1 visa
issuances, the outlook for the

second half appears bleak. A
nearly month-long pause in
new visa appointments across
May and June, coupled with a
high-profile standoff between
the Trump administration and
Ivy League universities, has fur-
ther dampened student senti-
ment,

Despite the drop in major
markets like India and China,
several countries including
Vietnam, Bangladesh, Pakistan,
Colombia,and Zimbabwe regis-
tered robust growth in fresh
visaissuances.While these mar-
kets remain relatively small, the
trend signals a broader shift in
the profile of international stu-
dents heading to the US.

“InH1 2025, half-year F-1
issuances fell below 100,000
for the first time in four years.
However, total issuances for this
time period still remained well
above pre-pandemic levels.
June and July are typically the
busiest months of the year.
While June and July 2025 data
isnotyetavailable, thisissuance
datawill likely be shaped by the
US government's temporary
suspension of all new student
visa appointments, which
halted manyapplications in late
May and much of June, This
pause may lead to processing
bottlenecks,” said the CEO of a
studyabroad platform.

Syved Hashmath Kamal

During Extreme Heat

» Drink plenty of water

» Avoid going outside

» A list of City-operated cooling centers can be

found at Chicago.gov/OEMC

» Keep electric lights off or turned down

» Minimize use of your oven and stove

» Wear loose, light, cotton clothing

» Don't leave people or pets in a closed car, even
for a few minutes

» Check on family, friends, and neighbors

B >k OEMC

(fce of Eresgency Managermaent
& ComrmimiCaion

side, who was married into the Hyderabad
Nizam family.
Mohammadgarh State was a small princely
state of Madhya Bharat Malwa, which was

1842 by Nawab Mohammad Khan by combin-
ing parts of Kurwai and Basoda princely states. &
Nawab Mohammad Khan did not accept the
suzerainty of Gwalior State. Mohammadgarh
princely state merged with India on 15 June

“The drop in F-1 student
visas issued to Indian students
reflects the growing impact of
both operational and policy
shifts in global student mobil-
ity.While interestin studyingin
the US remains strong, delaysin
visa processing, the temporary
pause in new interview
appointments, and expanded
vetting procedures have created
some hurdles forstudents,"said
Lindsey Lopez, senior country
director (US) at ApplyBoard.

Experts warn that a sharp
fall in enrolments could pose
significant risks to both US uni-
versitiesand study abroad plat-
forms operating in India. Ear-
lier this month, Moody’s
Ratings stated that restrictions
on international students
could raise financial risks for
institutions heavily dependent
onoverseasenrolments.Stricter
regulations and increased

scrutiny by US authorities have
also threatened the business
models of study-abroad service
providers,

Hifzur Rahman Azmi Received at India in Chad, Embassy of India,
N’Djamena Dr. Bargo Yousif, Director General, Civil Aviation in Chad
and discussed avenues of bilateral cooperation between the two countries
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Indian-origin Sabih Khan named Apple’s new
Chief Operating Officer

Indian-origin executive Sabih Khan becomes
Apple’s new COO, succeeding Jeff Williams, as
India grows in importance for Apple’s global
strategy and manufacturing expansion.

In Short

Khan to assume role later this month after 30
years at Apple

Williams to oversee Apple Watch and design
teams till retirement

Khan was born in Moradabad, Uttar Pradesh
Apple Inc. has appointed Sabih Khan, an In-
dian-origin executive and longtime company
insider, as its new Chief Operating Officer,
succeeding Jeft Williams in a planned leader-
ship transition. Khan, who has been with Apple
for 30 years and currently serves as Senior Vice
President of Operations, will formally assume
the role later this month.

Jeff Williams, who has held the COO position
since 2015, will continue to report to CEO Tim
Cook and oversee the Apple Watch and design
teams. Apple stated that the design team will
report directly to Cook once Williams retires
later this year.

WHO IS SABIH KHAN?
Born in 1966 in Uttar Pradesh’s Moradabad,

Barabanki-born scholar and one of the most
respected experts on Urdu and other South
Asian languages, professor C.M. Naim has
died. He completed his Master’s in Lucknow
University in 1955 before going to the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley in the US,
Naim was Professor Emeritus of South Asian
Languages and Civilisations at the Univer-
sity of Chicago - a position which capped
his decade-long association with the uni-
versity where he taught from 1961 to 2001.
He chaired the South Asian Languages and
Civilisations department from 1985 to 1991.
A founding editor of many journals and
prolific commentator, his voice resonated on
all matters to do with Urdu language, culture
and its politics as things got dire for Urdu in
the sub-continent, the place of its birth.
Barabanki-born scholar and one of the most
respected experts on Urdu and other South
Asian languages, professor C.M. Naim has
died. He completed his Master’s in Lucknow
University in 1955 before going to the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley in the US,

Naim was Professor Emeritus of South Asian
Languages and Civilisations at the Univer-
sity of Chicago - a position which capped
his decade-long association with the uni-
versity where he taught from 1961 to 2001.
He chaired the South Asian Languages and
Civilisations department from 1985 to 1991.

Khan moved to Singapore during his school
years before relocating to the United States. He
holds dual bachelor’s degrees in economics and
mechanical engineering from Tufts University
and a master’s in mechanical engineering from
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (RPI).

Khan joined Apple’s procurement team in 1995
after beginning his career at GE Plastics. Since
then, he has played a pivotal role in shaping
Apple’s global supply chain, supplier responsi-
bility programs, and overall operational strategy,
ensuring the seamless delivery of the company’s
most innovative products.

Khan’s elevation comes at a time when India
is playing an increasingly vital role in Apple’s
global strategy, both as a key market and as a
growing hub for manufacturing.

TIM COOK PRAISES SABIH KHAN

Apple CEO Tim Cook has praised Sabih Khan
for his significant contributions to environmen-
tal sustainability, noting that his efforts played a
key role in reducing Apple’s carbon footprint by
more than 60 per cent.

Cook also commended Khan for driving inno-
vation in advanced manufacturing technologies,

TheWire.in

A founding editor of many journals and
prolific commentator, his voice resonated on
all matters to do with Urdu language, culture
and its politics as things got dire for Urdu in
the sub-continent, the place of its birth.

He has been Consultant to the Asian Litera-
ture Program of the Asia Society, New York
City, Princeton University Press, University
of Chicago Press, University of California
Press, Feminist Press, Shastri Indo-Canadian
Institute and the National Endowment

for the Humanities. He had also served as
Member, South Asia Regional Council, As-
sociation for Asian Studies, 1976-79, of the
Committee on Scholars of Asian Descent,
Association for Asian Studies, 1981-84, then
South Asia Regional Council, Association
for Asian Studies, 1990-93. He has been on
the Advisory Committee, Berkeley Urdu
Language Program in Pakistan, University
of California, Berkeley, as well as Member,
Board of Trustees, America-Pakistan Re-
search Organization, 1989-93 and also Mem-
ber, Board of Trustees, American Institute of
Pakistan Studies, 1993-95.

Naim unhesitatingly tackled political issues
along with his serious work on pure literary
debates. In 1989, after a visit to Palestine, he
wrote powerful words on what he saw, words

expanding Apple’s manufacturing presence in
the United States, and enhancing the company’s
ability to adapt to global challenges.

“Sabih is a brilliant strategist who has been one
of the central architects of Apple’s supply chain.
While overseeing Apple’s supply chain, he has
helped pioneer new technologies in advanced
manufacturing, overseen the expansion of
Apple’s manufacturing footprint in the United
States, and helped ensure that Apple can be
nimble in response to global challenges,” Cook
said in a statement.

India Today

One of Urdu’s Greatest
Scholars, C.M. Naim,

Passes Away

that are especially relevant today.

One of his more recent works, an example of
his enduring connection to all that was Urdu,
was Urdu Crime Fiction, 1890-1950: An
Informal History which came out in 2023.

How did Naim feel on his first day in the
United States? His observations were recalled
as friends and colleagues remembered his
contributions and tributes poured in.

The Wire.In Staff
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Important Recall Info That MAY AffectYour Vehicle

NHTSA Recall ID Number: 25V467
Manufacturer : Ford Motor Company

Subject : Cracked Fuel Injector May Leak
and Cause a Fire

Make Model Model Years

FORD BRONCO SPORT 2021-2024
FORD ESCAPE 2020-2022
NHTSA Recall ID Number: 25V466

Manufacturer : Jaguar Land Rover North Ameri-
ca, LLC

Subject : Passenger Air Bag May Tear
Make Model Model Years

JAGUAR E-PACE 2021-2024
NHTSA Recall ID Number: 25V465

Manufacturer : Malibu Boats, LLC
Subject : Loss of Brake Function from
Brake Line Fracture

Make Model Model Years

MALIBU BOATS TRIPLE AXLE BOAT
TRAILER 2021-2026

NHTSA Recall ID Number: 25V464

Manufacturer : Forest River, Inc.

Subject : Liquid Propane Hose Incorrectly
Routed

Make Model Model Years

FOREST RIVER TRACER 2026
FOREST RIVER WESTBROOK 2026
NHTSA Recall ID Number: 25V463
Manufacturer : Daimler Vans USA, LLC

Subject : Rearview Camera Image May Not
Display/FMVSS 111

Make Model Model Years
MERCEDES-BENZ  METRIS
NHTSA Recall ID Number: 25V461
Manufacturer : Prevost Car (US) Inc.
Subject : Incorrect Entrance Door Win-
dows Glaze Material/FMVSS 205

Make Model Model Years

PREVOST X3-45 COMMUTER 2018-2019
NHTSA Recall ID Number: 25V460
Manufacturer : Prevost Car (US) Inc.

Subject : Loose Passenger Seat Back and
Seat Belt Fasteners

Make Model Model Years

PREVOST H3-45 2025

PREVOST X3-45 2025

NHTSA Recall ID Number: 25V457
Manufacturer : Motor Coach Industries

Subject : Incorrect Location for Emergency
Exit Label/FMVSS 217

Make Model Model Years

MCI D4520 2025
MCI D45CRT
MCI D45CRTLE
MCI J3500 2025
MCI J4500 2025-2026
NHTSA Recall ID Number :
Manufacturer : Shyft Group
Subject : Turn Signals and Brake Lights

What is a recall?

When a manufacturer or the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) deter-
mines that a vehicle creates an unreasonable risk
to safety or fails to meet minimum safety stan-
dards, the manufacturer is required to fix that
vehicle at no cost to the owner. That can be done
by repairing it, replacing it, offering a refund

2020-2023

2025
2025

25V452

May Fail

Make Model Model Years
UTILIMASTER TRUCK BODY
2015-2025

NHTSA Recall ID Number: 25V447

Manufacturer : Shyft Group

Subject : Parking Brake May Not Engage
Make Model Model Years

BLUE ARC  BA4L-800 2024-2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number: 25V451

Manufacturer : Autocar, LLC

Subject : Incorrect Tire Inflation Label/
FMVSS 110

Make Model Model Years

AUTOCAR XSPOTTER 2012-2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number: 25V450

Manufacturer : Airstream, Inc.

Subject : Awning Can Be Extended While
The Vehicle Is Moving

Make Model Model Years

AIRSTREAM INTERSTATE 2025

NHTSA Recall ID Number: 25V449
Manufacturer : Autocar, LLC

Subject : Insufficient Volume in Air Tank/
FMVSS 121

Make Model Model Years

AUTOCAR XPEDITOR 2015-2022
AUTOCAR XSPOTTER 2015-2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number: 25V448

Manufacturer : Bombardier Recreational Prod-
ucts, Inc.

Subject : Loss of Drive Power
Make Model Model Years

CAN-AM CANYON 2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number: 25V446

Manufacturer : Terminal Investment Corporation

Subject : Reduced Brake Performance/FM-
VSS 121

Make Model Model Years

TICO SPOTTERB 6.7 2024-2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number: 25V443

Manufacturer : Ford Motor Company

Subject : Rear Wing Hydraulic Fluid Leak
may Cause Fire

Make Model Model Years

FORD GT 2017

NHTSA Recall ID Number: 25V441
Manufacturer : Ford Motor Company

Subject : High Voltage Battery Contactor
May Overheat

Make Model Model Years

FORD MUSTANG MACH E 2022

NHTSA Recall ID Number: 25V436
Manufacturer : PACCAR Incorporated

Subject : Insufficient Illumination from
Lights/FMVSS 108

Make Model Model Years

KENWORTH L770 2025-2026
KENWORTH T180 2025

(for equipment) or, in rare cases, repurchasing
the car.

What should I do if my vehicle is included in
this recall?

If your vehicle is included in this recall, it is very
important that you get it fixed as soon as pos-
sible given the potential danger to you and your
passengers if it is not addressed. You should

KENWORTH
KENWORTH
KENWORTH
KENWORTH
KENWORTH
KENWORTH
PETERBILT
PETERBILT
PETERBILT
PETERBILT
PETERBILT
PETERBILT
PETERBILT 579  2023-2026
PETERBILT 589  2024-2026
NHTSA Recall ID Number: 25V459
Manufacturer : Zero Motorcycles Inc.

T280
T380
T480
T680
T880
W990
520
535
536
537
548
567

2025-2026
2023-2026
2024-2026
2023-2026
2023-2026
2024-2026
2023-2026
2025

2024-2026
2024-2026
2023-2026
2023-2026

Subject : Damaged Brake Hose May Leak
Make Model Model Years

ZERO DS 2024

ZERO DSR 2024

ZERO DSR/X 2024

ZERO DSRP 2024

NHTSA Recall ID Number: 25V456
Manufacturer : Motiv Power Systems

Subject : High Voltage Battery May Short
Circuit
Make Model Model Years

MOTIV F-59 CHASSIS 2021-2024
NHTSA Recall ID Number: 25V455
Manufacturer : Ford Motor Company

Subject : Low Pressure Fuel Pump May Fail
Make Model Model Years

FORD BRONCO 2021-2023

FORD EXPEDITION 2022

FORD EXPLORER 2021-2023

FORD F-150 2021-2022

FORD F-250 SD 2021-2023

FORD F-350 SD 2021-2023

FORD F-450 SD 2021-2023

FORD F-550 SD 2021-2023

FORD MUSTANG  2021-2022

LINCOLN AVIATOR 2021-2023
LINCOLN NAVIGATOR 2021-2022
NHTSA Recall ID Number: 25V454
Manufacturer : Jaguar Land Rover North Ameri-
ca, LLC

Subject : Passenger Air Bag May Tear
Make Model Model Years

LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER
EVOQUE 2021-2025

NHTSA Recall ID Number: 25V453
Manufacturer :Polestar Automotive USA, Inc.
Subject : Electrical Malfunction from Cor-
rosion in Wire Harness

Make Model Model Years

POLESTAR POLESTAR 3 2025

receive a separate letter in the mail from the

vehicle manufacturer, notifying you of the recall
and explaining when the remedy will be available, whom
to contact to repair your vehicle, and to remind you that
the repair will be done at no charge to you. If you believe
your vehicle is included in the recall, but you do not

receive a letter in the mail from the vehicle manufacturer,
please call NHTSA’s Vehicle Safety Hotline at 1-888-327-
4236, or contact your vehicle manufacturer or dealership.
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Zohran Mamdani: 5 lessons for Democrats

New York Democratic mayoral nominee Zohran
Mamdani has stoked a debate in the wider Dem-
ocratic Party with his surprise primary victory.
Do Democrats need to follow more of his lessons
to get back on track with their brand? Or does
the democratic socialist’s brand of politics fit a
left-leaning New York primary, but not the rest
of the county?

The answer is probably somewhere in between,
but a number of Democrats interviewed by The
Hill said there are clear lessons the party can
learn from the upstart’s victory.

Affordability

Mamdani mounted his campaign on a mes-
sage of affordability, coining soundbites such as
“freeze the rent,” “city-run grocery stores” and
“make buses fast and free” as cornerstones of his
campaign.

Political observers say the unequivocal cost of
living promises resonated with an electorate

seeking change.

“He answers the questions very directly and very
specifically. ... He's like, ‘T want to freeze rents, I
want to create free buses, I want to raise the min-
imum wage to $30 an hour,” said Grant Reeher,
the director of Syracuse University’s Campbell
Public Affairs Institute.

Democrats say the national party’s messaging on
economic issues in 2024 was weak, as Americans
blamed then-President Biden for inflation.
Mamdani’s victory shows the importance for
candidates to be seen as being the side working
to make things more affordable for average vot-
ers.

Authenticity

One of Mamdani’s biggest assets, some Demo-
crats say, is his authenticity.

The political neophyte went from relative obscu-
rity to becoming a boldface name by keeping it
real throughout his campaign. Not only did the
33-year-old speak about issues important to New
Yorkers, but he did it in a way that was true to
himself, instead of out of a Democratic playbook.
In a 30-second video posted to his Instagram
and TikTok accounts four days before election
day, for example, Mamdani could be seen walk-
ing with his sleeves rolled up surrounded by a
crowd of his supporters delivering his message of
affordability directly to voters.

“It’s the authenticity, stupid!,” one top Demo-
cratic strategist said. “Mamdani is showing that
at least part of the path forward for Democrats is
to stop running away from your perceived weak-
nesses; instead run directly at them?”

Eddie Vale, another Democratic strategist,
agreed: “The lessons that everyone can learn
from and do is just be normal. Talk like a human
being. Do events and tons of digital and pod-
casts, where normal people are.

New blood

V

Mamdani’s youthfulness and grassroots cam-
paign funding strategy appealed to voters who
are looking for a new generation of political
leadership — one that sheds the trappings of
big-money interests and fights for regular people,
Democrats said.

For example, Mamdani’s campaign relied over-
whelmingly on crowdfunding and matching
funds from the city’s Campaign Finance Board.

Mamdani is definitely an outsider, but 39 percent
of voters in a poll by the Democratic super PAC
Unite the Country said they think the Democrat-
ic Party is corrupt. So being seen as an outsider
helped Mamdani.

Some Democrats think leaders of the party in
Washington need to reach out more to Mamdani.

“It is baffling to me that Hakeem Jeffries hasn’t
embraced Mamdani wholeheartedly as a ris-

ing star;” Democratic strategist Christy Setzer
said. “Mamdani has done what few Democrats,
including and especially Jeftries, can: Excite,
rather than infuriate, the base. Fight with a smile.
Disarm. Lead with love and big ideas.

Don't just be against Trump

For several cycles, Democrats have sought to
rally their base around an anti-President Trump
message. It worked during the 2018 and 2020
elections, but it fell flat in 2024.

“This party has to be for something for a change,”
a second Democratic strategist said, adding that
the party “can’t just be against Trump.”

Mamdani successfully walked the line between
putting forward a vision of his own for New York
and being an anti-Trump candidate. In doing

so, some say he set an example for Democrats
nationally.

“It’s important to give voters something to vote
for and not just something to vote against, and
that’s something that Mamdani did well,” said
Basil Smikle, a former executive director of the
New York State Democratic Party. “He wasn't
just the anti-Trump candidate, he wasn't just the

BR kel 7 hen we

win

antiestablishment candidate, but he talked about
big picture ideas, things that voters really care
very much about”

Social media and retail politics
Democrats dropped the ball on social media in
2024 and had a hard time connecting with voters
overall.

But Mamdani set an example for what effective
social media campaigning looks like and lever-
aged the power of retail politics to connect with
voters even more.

“Have a campaign that beats the moment,”
Smikle said. “It is 2025. It’s driven a lot by social
media, a lot by influencers, but also by really, re-
ally strong retail politics.”

Mamdani coordinated a citywide volunteer effort
that elevated his ground game and allowed his
campaign to reach every corner of the city. More
than 30,000 people knocked on nearly 1.6 mil-
lion doors across the city.

“His intense ground game — you can’'t underesti-
mate the power of that,” Reeher said. “Even from
political science research, we know that the most
effective way to get people to turn out is face-to-
face contact. He’s doing a lot of that. ... He's got
tons of volunteers”

“You can't short-shrift the ground game, the
retail politics,” he added.

Mamdani also used social media to generate
energy around his campaign, becoming a trend
of sorts on platforms such as Instagram and Tik-
Tok. He amassed his own following of more than
4.5 million across the two platforms and collabo-
rated with various social media influencers in
New York City throughout his campaign.

“He’s generating enthusiasm from younger vot-
ers, and he’s running a race on his own terms —
not defensively, on someone else’s terms,” Setzer
said.

Yahoo/News

Amie Parnes
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Zohran Mamdani’s Political Rise: 10 Game-
Changing Strategies for New York Elections

Zohran Mamdani, a 33-year-old son of Indian
immigrants, achieved what many thought was
impossible: he upended New York City politics
by defeating a well-established figure. This vic-
tory reshapes the political landscape, and this
article from EpicenterNYC breaks down the key
elements that led to Mamdani’s success, from
his social media strategy to his ability to connect
with diverse communities. Here are ten take-
aways on how he did it.

1. **Authenticity on Camera Matters**
Mamdani, the son of acclaimed director Mira
Nair and once a rapper, used his comfort in
front of the camera to his advantage. He em-
braced social media, not as a politician, but as
a content creator capturing authentic moments
with New Yorkers, a strategy that resonated
deeply, according to the original article.

2. **Leveraging Social Media Influencers**
Instead of controlling the message, the Mamda-
ni campaign leveraged influencers to showcase
authenticity. By collaborating with figures like
Kareem Rahma (“Subway Stories”) and The Kid
Mero, he expanded his reach and drew new vot-
ers into his vision, states the article.

3. **Connecting Affordability to Everyday Life**
Mamdani consistently tied New York’s afford-
ability crisis to all aspects of life. In an Insta-
gram collaboration, he pivoted a conversation
about finding love to the anxieties caused by
rising rents and food costs, highlighting the
pervasive nature of economic stress, which was
a signature of his campaign.

4. **Tapping into South Asian Identity**

Mamdani, the son of Indian-born immigrants,
strategically tapped into his own identity. He
used Bollywood references and spoke in Hindi
in viral videos, connecting with South Asian
communities, including Banglas and Indo-
Caribbeans, as noted by Ali Najmi, Mamdani’s
election attorney, in a 2022 interview, the article
mentions.

5. **Embracing Intersectional Identity**

Born in Kampala, Uganda, and the product of
an interfaith marriage, Mamdani’s complicated
identity is symbolic of the New York we have
become, according to the article. Less than a
third of New Yorkers are non-Hispanic white,
and his ability to embrace intersectionality reso-
nated with the city’s diverse population.

6. **Challenging Misconceptions**

Efforts to cast a monolithic “Black vote” or
“Latino vote” failed to see the diversity within
those blocs, according to the original article.
The author argues that nuanced identities might
better understand the nuanced nature of politics
and populations.

7. **Ground Game is Still Crucial**

Mamdani’s social presence was coupled with
tens of thousands of volunteers who formed an
army fanning out in New York City neighbor-
hoods. “Door knocking is one of the tried-and-
true strategies for winning a campaign,” notes
the article.

8. **Exuding Joy and Optimism**

Despite the depressing picture of New York
presented, the campaign exuded joy, and “Mam-
dani seems to enjoy himself;” says the author,
which contrasted sharply with his opponent’s

demeanor.

9. **Standing Firm on Core Beliefs**

Mamdani stood firm in his support for the
Palestinian people and a ceasefire, even though
the war in Gaza is widely regarded as a “third
rail” of politics. The article suggests that voters
are more distrustful of politicians who moder-
ate their stances to play to polls versus their own
convictions.

10. **Traditional Polling Limitations**

The author points out that traditional polling
doesn't effectively capture subgroups, speakers
of other languages or niche communities. This
makes the case for getting even closer to the
ground to present a fuller picture of our elector-
ate.

Mamdani’s victory signals a shift in New York
City politics, highlighting the power of authen-
ticity, community engagement, and unwaver-
ing conviction. The upending of New York City
politics, as we know it, has only just begun.
India Current

by Staff Writer

JD Vance Slams Microsoft For Firing Americans, Relying on H-1B
Workers: Satya Nadella Says Layoffs Are ‘Weighing Heavily’ On Him

Vice President, JD Vance has criticized Micro-
soft Corp. (NASDAQ:MSFT) and other tech
giants for laying off American workers while
heavily depending on immigrant labor through
the H-1B visa program.

What Happened: Speaking at a bipartisan event
hosted by the Hill and Valley Forum, Vance
questioned the ethical and economic justifica-
tion of companies conducting mass layofts
while simultaneously increasing applications for
employment-based visas.

Check out the current price of MSFT stock here.

“You see some big tech companies where they’ll
lay off 9,000 workers, and then they’ll apply for
a bunch of overseas visas. And I sort of wonder;
that doesn't totally make sense to me,” Vance
said.

While he did not specifically name Microsoft at
first, he later agreed when the host mentioned it
and said that he read about their mass layoffs.

He quoted the president, emphasizing the need
for the best and brightest to make America their
home and build great companies, but criticized
companies that lay off thousands of American
workers and then claim they can’t find workers
in America.

“That displacement and that math worries me a
bit....I don’t want companies to fire 9,000 Ameri-
can workers and then to go and say, ‘We can’t
find workers here in America. That’s a bullshit
story,” said Vance.

Meanwhile, Microsoft's CEO, Satya Nadella,
addressed the recent job cuts in a memo to
employees. ” I want to speak to whats been
weighing heavily on me, and what I know many
of you are thinking about: the recent job elimi-
nations. These decisions are among the most
difficult we have to make.”

Why It Matters: Microsoft’s layoffs have been

a point of contention. The company’s second

round of downsizing in 2025 affected less than
4% of its workforce, or 9,000 workers. The
company attributed the layoffs to cost control
measures affecting various teams, geographies,
and tenures.

Notably, the Nadella-led company has fired over
15,000 people until now in 2025, as per CNBC.

Despite these layofts, Microsoft has been ac-
tively expanding its artificial intelligence team,
reportedly hiring around two dozen employ-
ees from Alphabet Inc’s (NASDAQ:GOOG)
(NASDAQ:GOOGL) DeepMind. This expan-
sion has raised questions about the company’s
strategic decisions amid the layoffs.

In the memo, Nadella reflected on Microsoft’s
decade-long mission to empower every indi-
vidual and organization worldwide to achieve
more, and discussed how the rise of Al is re-
shaping that vision
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The Wheels Are Falling Off Netanyahu’s

The Atlantic Daily, a newsletter that guides you
through the biggest stories of the day, helps you
discover new ideas, and recommends the best in
culture. Sign up for it here.

Outside of Israel, Benjamin Netanyahu appears
ascendant. After the Israeli leader inflicted
heavy losses on Iran last month, The New York
Times dubbed the apparent victory his “political
resurrection” and “the culmination of a hard-
fought comeback from the lowest point in his
long political career.” Inside Israel, however, the
reality could not be more different.

As has been the case for more than two years,
polls continue to show that Netanyahu’s coali-
tion would lose the next election, were it to

be held today. And this week, his government
lost two of its parties, effectively leaving it with
control of just 50 of the Israeli Parliament’s 120
seats. The result: Netanyahu now sits atop a de
facto minority government that is no longer able
to legislate, and Israel is careening toward new
elections, most likely in early 2026.

The reason for this unraveling is twofold. To
maintain his grip on power, despite his personal
unpopularity and ongoing corruption trial, Ne-
tanyahu has relied upon two constituencies: the
ultra-Orthodox religious parties (which hold

18 seats) and the far-right ultranationalist par-
ties (which hold 14 seats). Both of these groups
support policies at odds with the views of the
Israeli majority, and both are now at odds with
Netanyahu.

For more than a decade, the ultra-Orthodox
have backed Netanyahu even as many Israelis
have turned on him. In exchange, the prime
minister has provided generous state subsidies
to ultra-Orthodox institutions and protected the
community from Israel’s military draft: Whereas
most Jewish Israelis serve in the Israel Defense
Forces, most young ultra-Orthodox men are in-
stead paid by the government to study religious
texts. This arrangement has been profoundly
unpopular even among Netanyahu’s voters but
was tolerated during peacetime as a necessary
concession for continued right-wing gover-
nance.

Since October 7, that tolerance has collapsed.
Faced with an open-ended, multifront war,
Israel is in desperate need of more manpower
and can no longer countenance exempting the
ultra-Orthodox—the country’s fastest-growing
demographic—from military service. Many
Israelis, including those on the right, have
become incensed by what they perceive as a
lack of social solidarity from the ultra-Ortho-
dox community, whose members have largely
continued to go about their daily lives even as
their neighbors have been forced to leave their

Government

families and businesses to fight Israel’s wars.
The Israeli supreme court has also ruled that the
ultra-Orthodox carve-out violates the principle
of equality under the law, tasking the legislature
with instituting a fairer regime.

This popular outcry, coupled with Netanyahu'’s
political dependence on the ultra-Orthodox, has
put the prime minister in a vise: He can either
continue exempting the ultra-Orthodox and
anger not just the public and the courts but also
his own party, or revoke that exemption and
lose the ultra-Orthodox—and with them, his
coalition. Of late, Netanyahu has attempted to
fudge the issue by pushing through legislation
that would create a technical process for draft-
ing the ultra-Orthodox but in practice make the
new requirements easy to evade. This effort has
met resistance in his party, however, and the bill
has not passed—leading to the departure of the
ultra-Orthodox parties from the government
this week. For now, those parties have said that
they won't vote to force new elections, giving
Netanyahu time to try to appease them. But
unless he can figure out a way to pass a bill that
somehow satisfies the ultra-Orthodox and their
critics, it’s merely a matter of time before his
erstwhile allies completely switch sides.

And that’s not Netanyahu’s only problem. He is
also facing threats of secession from his far-
right partners, who are fundamentally opposed
to ending the war in Gaza, because they seek

to ethnically cleanse the enclave and populate

it with Jewish settlements. Most Israelis op-
pose this far-right fever dream and support a
deal that would end the war in exchange for the
release of hostages. But as with military exemp-
tions for the ultra-Orthodox, Netanyahu here

is beholden to a radical minority whose votes
keep him in power. At the same time, the Israeli
leader is under growing pressure from President
Donald Trump to end the Gaza war, once again
putting him in an impossible position. If Netan-

yahu doesn't strike a deal, he risks alienating the
U.S. president; if he does, he is likely to lose one
or both of the far-right parties in his govern-
ment.

Given these proliferating threats to his posi-
tion, Netanyahu has been doing what he does
best: playing for time. The summer recess for
Israel’s Parliament begins on July 27 and extends
through the Jewish holidays, until late October.
During that time, the Parliament cannot vote

to dissolve itself, and so it would be hard for
lawmakers to compel new elections. Netanyahu
could reach a cease-fire in Gaza, for example,
and the far-right would not be able to immedi-
ately bring down the coalition. The prime min-
ister just has to run out the clock until the end
of the month, and then he will have space either
to get all of his partners back on his side—an
unlikely prospect—or to make moves that upset
his coalition but put him in a better position

for the election that would be called upon the
Parliament’s return.

Whenever that contest does happen—most
likely around January—Netanyahu will face
arguably the steepest political challenge of his
career. Last election, his coalition received just
48.4 percent of the vote, attaining a parliamen-
tary majority only because of a technicality in
Israel’s electoral system. That coalition has been
losing in the polls since April 2023, and no
amount of success against Hezbollah or Tehran
has altered the trajectory. Thanks to his cam-
paign in Iran, Netanyahu may be in his stron-
gest position since the catastrophe of October 7.
But after alienating so many of his allies and the
majority of the Israeli people, that still might not
be enough.

Yahoo/News

Yair Rosenberg
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Driver held for hit-and-yun death of world’s
toldest’ marathon runner

Police in India have arrested a man in connection
with the death of Fauja Singh, the world’s oldest
marathon runner, in a hit-and-run case.

According to the police, the accused, Amritpal Singh
Dhillon was driving a speeding SUV when he struck
the 114-year-old British-Indian runner. Singh sus-
tained critical injuries and died shortly after being
taken to hospital.

The incident took place in the northern state of
Punjab on Monday, where Singh was out on his
afternoon walk.

Singh, a global icon, set records by running mara-
thons across multiple age categories, including when
he was over 100. He began running at 89 and ran
nine full marathons between 2000 and 2013, when
he retired.

A white-coloured SUYV, allegedly used in the inci-
dent, has also been recovered by the police.

The hit and run occurred near Fauja Singh’s birth
village of Beas Pind, close to Jalandhar city.

Police said Singh was crossing a road when he was
struck by a vehicle. Locals took him to hospital,
where he later died.

According to Indian media reports citing the police
complaint, the runner’s life might have been saved
had the 26-year-old driver immediately taken Singh
to the hospital.

In 2011, he reportedly became the first person

over 100 to finish a full marathon, in Toronto. He

also carried the Olympic torch at the 2012 London
Olympics.

Despite his achievements, Guinness World Records
could not recognise him as the oldest marathon run-
ner because he did not have a birth certificate from
1911.

The BBC earlier reported that Singh’s British pass-
port showed his date of birth as being 1 April 1911,
and that he had a letter from the Queen congratulat-
ing him on his 100th birthday.

Guinness said they wanted to give him the record
but could only accept official documents from the
year of birth.

His marathon trainer had earlier said that birth cer-
tificates were not issued in India at the time.

His running club and charity, Sikhs In The City, said
its upcoming events in Ilford, east London, where he
had lived since 1992, would be a celebration of his
life and achievements.

As a young boy, Singh was often teased in his village
in Punjab because his legs were weak. He couldn’t
walk properly until the age of five.

“But the same boy, once mocked for his weakness,
went on to make history,” he told BBC Punjabi in
June.

Singh never went to school and didn't play any
sports growing up. He worked as a farmer and lived
through both World Wars and the turbulent parti-
tion of India.

“In my youth, I didn't even know the word ‘mara-
thon’ existed,” he said.

He started running much later in life, after going
through deep personal loss.

In the early 1990s, after his wife died, Singh moved
to London to live with his eldest son. But during a
visit to India, he witnessed his younger son Kuldeep’s
death in an accident, which left him devastated.

Back in the UK, Singh was overtaken by grief. One
day, during a visit to the local gurdwara in Ilford, he
met a group of older men who went on regular runs.
That’s where he also met Harmander Singh, who
later became his coach and his journey as a runner
began.

Singh shot to international fame when Adidas signed
him for their 2004 Impossible is Nothing advertis-
ing campaign, which also featured legends such as
Muhammad Ali.

Yahoo/News Sarabjit Singh Dhaliwal - BBC Punjabi
and Nikita Yadav - BBC News, Delhi

Hulk Hogan’s death could be bad news for I-Iooters

Hulk Hogan’s Real American Beer was bidding to buy

Hooters before his death. It's now unclear if that of-

ter will continue. Hogan died Thursday, reportedly of

cardiac arrest.

The death of Hulk Hogan (real name Terry Bollea)
Thursday marked the end of an era in the wrestling

world, but it could put the future of a national restau-

rant chain at risk as well.

Bollea’s Real American Beer brand had launched a
bid to acquire Hooters just last month. After initially

bidding only for the company’s intellectual property, it
expanded that bid to acquire all of Hooters of America,
including the over 400 locations across the world.

Hooters filed for bankruptcy in June, abruptly closing
dozens of locations. Management at the time said the
company wasn't “going anywhere” and that “by opti-
mizing our business in support of our long-term goals,
Hooters will be well-positioned to continue our iconic

legacy under a pure franchise business model”

That didn’t stop bidders from emerging. Real Ameri-
can Beer found itself in competition with a proposal
led by Hooters Inc., which oversees some franchised
Hooters locations. The company’s cofounder was a
part of that group.

“Real American’s bid is different,” the company said
at the time of its bid. “It’s about rebuilding Hooters
from the ground up, with a fresh operational model,
new revenue streams (merchandise, partnerships,

experience-first locations), and a cultural strategy
designed to reengage diners in their 20s and 30s.
This isn’t about preserving nostalgia. It's about un-
locking Hooters’ next chapter, with real investment,
real leadership, and a real plan to win.”

Terri Francis, CEO of Real American, told Fortune
the company plans to continue pursuing Hooters.

“Hulk was a passionate entrepreneur who believed

in the power of American-made brands and prod-
ucts, and the power of bringing communities across
America together,” Francis said. “Real American
Beer will carry forward his vision and mission with
the same passion and purpose — and that includes
his desire to bring Hooters into the Real American
family”
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SAFE DRIVING
IN INCLEMENT WEATHER CONDITIONS

Inclement weather can pose many hazards and dangerous road conditions
for operators. Workers should be aware of impacting weather events and its

effects on safely driving and operating vehicles and equipment.

BE PREPARED

CHECK LOCAL FORECAST

Stay caught up on the |atest weather
conditions for your area. In the event
of severe weather, operations may
need to be altered to accommodate
the changes.

CONDUCT PLAY OF THE DAY

Based on current and future weather
conditions, detailed communication
in regards to each worker's assigned
task, safe routes to take and'specific
operations should be discussed in-
depth

PERFORM THOROUGH PM

Check tires, windshield wipers, fluids,
lights, and other essential equipment
functions that will ensure the vehicle
is ready to operate safely and
efficiently

HIGH WATEI

SLOW DOWN
BE DEFENSIVE & OFFENSIVE

Practice safe driving technigques
related to defensive driving and Smith
System 5 Keys. By using these tools
drivers can remain vigilant in their
efforts to arrive safely

USE SAFE DRIVING TOOLS

Drive with lights on and use warning
devices to effectively communicate
with other drivers, When pavement is
wet, you should decrease speed, turn
off cruise control, and increase
following distance.

SEEK COVER

With a threat of excessive wind gusts,
hail, or even tornadoes, limit driving to
an as needed basis. Secure loads, protect
vehicles and equipment, and seek
shelter when severe weather is near

P——

ON THE ROAD & AVOIDING HAZARDS

BE PREPARED

VERIFY CONDITIONS

In high water operations, it is
important to remain aware of
locations that may become
impacted by flooding. All employees
should be briefed and updated
regularly regarding this information.

ENSURE ESSENTIAL SUPPLIES

Equip vehicles with necessary
supplies to respond to flooded
readways. This includes PPE.
signage, tools, and waterfsnacks,
especially if employees will be
stationed for long hours at these
locations

PLAN FOR MORE

Flooding creates hazardous
conditions for workers. Verify that
first aid kits are stocked, and fire
extinguishers are charged before
response.

SLOW DOWN

TURN AROUND

When roadways are covered in water,
turn around and never attempt to
drive through. It may be worse than
what it initially appears. Vehicles are
not equipped to handle high water.
which may cause the engine to flood
or be carried away.

BE CAUTIOUS

In the event of rain or wet pavement.
drive carefully to the current
conditions to avoid loss of traction on
the roadway. Operators should turn
off cruise control, slow down, and
increase following distance.

HAVE A WAY TO ESCAPE

Avoid areas that would require
backing. If backing becomes necessary,
use a spotter. when available. Perform
%60 walkaround to confirm
surroundings are free of hazards.
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STAY FOCUSED

MAINTAIN AWARENESS

Situational awareness will be
essential during inclement weather
Pay careful attention to weather,
roadway. and traffic conditions as
they may change abruptly

BE PROACTIVE

Remember to Stop. Speak, Act! It is
important to stay engaged with the
gnvironment around you and make
good decisions to ensure the safety of
yvourself and your tearmmates.

COMMUNICATE

Keep constant communication with
team members about conditions.
Radios will be an essential resource in
the event that cell towers or
electricity are impacted by storms.

STAY FOCUSED

OBSERVE SURROUNDINGS

|dentify unsafe travel paths and
avoid driving through these areas,
Debris. fixed aobjects. downed
powerlines, or other items may be
hidden. If you don’t knew, don't go!

CALL A TIME-OUT

When faced with situations that may
become unsafe, workers should
utilize stop work authority and
communicate hazards with others.
When conditions improve, a new
plan of action may be taken

REMAIN ALERT

Leng hours in this type of
emergency response may affect
workers ability to remain vigilant. It
is essential to communicate with
supervision about this to ensure
operational readiness
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Chicken Seekh Kabab Recipe

Seekh is a metal skewer. Seekh Kabab or seekh
kebab is a South Asian entree in which marinated
beef mince is covered on the seekh to make a long
cylindrical hollow kabab and the kababs are then
barbecued on coal.

Ingredient

Ground meat with fat: Chicken grounded with
white chicken fat is essential for making juicy
seekh kababs. I used boneless chicken and
grounded it with white fat around the chicken in a
food processor.

Onions: We need finely chopped onions for this
recipe. I did my chopping in the food processor
and squeezed the chopped onion lightly between
my palms to remove excess water.

Ginger and Garlic: I chopped ginger and garlic too
in the food processor separately. If chopped ginger
is watery, squeeze it lightly too and discard the
water.

Herbs: I used fresh cilantro/coriander only. You
can use mint and parsley too.

Green chilies: Use medium-sized moderately spicy
chilies for extra. You may skip it for less spicy
kabab.

Seekh kabab spice mix: I have shared the recipe
for the Spice mix in the recipe card, which I like
best. You can also use ready-made spice mix.

Fat: To ensure seekh kabab are soft and juicy, I
used butter and cream in this recipe. Chicken
mince is low-fat so adding fat makes soft kababs.
Roast the whole spices for 1 minute, then add
powder spices and roast for a few more seconds.
Let the masala cool and then grind into a fine
powder. Also, add salt.

How to make it?

Find detailed chicken seekh kebab recipe and also
instructions for cooking in a frying pan on the
stove or in the oven or grilling.

Marinate: Chop onion in a chopper, and squeeze
all water. Similarly, chop ginger in a chopper and
squeeze the water. We need only solid onions

and ginger. (Onion and ginger water can be used
in gravies.) Now, take your ground chicken in a
bowl. Add ginger, onion, butter, cream, seekh ka-
bab masala, garlic, green chilies, and coriander.
Do a taste test: Mix well. Cook a small lump in a
frying pan to do a taste test. Adjust salt and seekh
kabab masala to your taste. Marinate chicken for

20-30 minutes in the fridge.

The marinated chicken mixture will be sticky.
(Sticky is soft and moist when cooked.) Grease
hands with oil before rolling kabab. Grease again
as needed between rolling.

Pencil or chopstick rolling technique: Pencil or
chopsticks are easily available in homes and has a
smooth surface. Roll a ball of kabab and shape it
on a pencil.

Make long cylindrical kabab.

Slide the kabab off the pencil to the frying pan.
Fry kabab with little oil on high flame until gold-
en and cooked. Flip all around for even cooking.
Similarly, you can roll a kabab on the wooden
skewers too.

Smoking Seekh kabab: Heat a piece of charcoal
until red hot. (Do this step, when marinating
kabab.) Gather cooked kabab in a pot or pan and
place red hot charcoal in the center on a metal
bowl or a piece of foil.

Drizzle a few drops of oil and cover the pan im-
mediately with a tight lid to trap the smoke. You
may put a heavy object on the lid for extra pres-
sure. Smoke for 5 minutes and serve immediately.
Find detailed chicken seekh kebab recipe and also
instructions for cooking in a frying pan on the
stove or in the oven or grilling.

Steps to make Chicken Seekh Kabab.

Marinate: Chop onion in a chopper, and squeeze
all water. Similarly, chop ginger in a chopper and
squeeze the water. We need only solid onions
and ginger. (Onion and ginger water can be used
in gravies.) Now, take your ground chicken in a
bowl. Add ginger, onion, butter, cream, seekh ka-
bab masala, garlic, green chilies, and coriander.
Do a taste test: Mix well. Cook a small lump in a
frying pan to do a taste test. Adjust salt and seekh
kabab masala to your taste. Marinate chicken for
20-30 minutes in the fridge.

The marinated chicken mixture will be sticky.
(Sticky is soft and moist when cooked.) Grease
hands with oil before rolling kabab. Grease again
as needed between rolling.

Pencil or chopstick rolling technique: Pencil or
chopsticks are easily available in homes and has a
smooth surface. Roll a ball of kabab and shape it
on a pencil.

Make long cylindrical kabab.

Slide the kabab off the pencil to the frying pan.
Fry kabab with little oil on high flame until golden
and cooked. Flip all around for even cooking.
Similarly, you can roll a kabab on the wooden
skewers too.

Smoking Seekh kabab: Heat a piece of charcoal
until red hot. (Do this step, when marinating
kabab.) Gather cooked kabab in a pot or pan and
place red hot charcoal in the center on a metal
bowl or a piece of foil.

Drizzle a few drops of oil and cover the pan im-
mediately with a tight lid to trap the smoke. You
may put a heavy object on the lid for extra pres-
sure. Smoke for 5 minutes and serve immediately.
How to Serve?

Serve hot chicken seekh kebabs with hot naan, or
pulao rice, salad, raita (yogurt sauce) and lemon
wedges.

Variations

If you have metal skewers, take full advantage of
it and roll kabab over them. Cook seekh kabab
on an open flame on the stove, the flame should
touch the kabab and give a few black spots and are
firm enough to be removed easily from seekh.
Then shallow fry the lightly chared kabab by
placing metal skewers over tawa or griddle until
cooked thoroughly. Then smoke kabab as de-
scribed above. Smoking is optional.

You can always barbecue chicken seekh kabab
rolled on seekh over barbecue pit.

Cinnamon Spice Tea Recipe

Ingredients

You need just three basic ingredients for the cinna-
mon tea recipe. Other ingredients are variations.
Cinnamon: I used Ceylon cinnamon for this recipe
and I used 1 stick broken into 2. Depending on your
type of cinnamon and how strong you want the tea
to be. The amount of cinnamon used in tea can dif-
fer.

Sweetener: Honey is most preferred choice. You can
use any sweetener or can have it unsweetened as
well.

Lemon juice: A few drop of lemon juice add a lovely
dimension.

Optional add-in: Try to select any one spice and 1
tea.

Tea: You can add either black tea or green tea to this
tea which will boost its flavor as well benefits. We
like both versions however green tea is my personal

favourite.

Spice: Ceylon cinnamon has a lovely taste and can
taste amazing without any other spice. We person-
ally like ginger cinnamon tea as ginger has its own

benefits and helps reduce fatigue. Cardamom can be

added as well.

How to make it?

The cinnamon tea recipe is straightforward and
simple.

The recipe is simple. Just take cinnamon and 3 cups
of water in kettle or saucepan and bring it to boil on
the stove. (Also add spices, if using.)

Then reduce to medium heat and simmer. I found
brewing for 5-7 minutes can yield most of the flavor
from the bark.

Look at that lovely color and the aroma that fill the
kitchen is even more amazing.

Serve. You can add honey (or other sweetener)

directly to the kettle or you serve it along. I find it is
better to add lemon juice and orange juice directly to
the individual serving.
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‘In it to win it’: Cuomo refuses to back down in heated NYC mayoral
race against Zohran Mamdani

Andrew Cuomo says he’s going the distance.

The former three-term New York governor, who last
month was defeated by double digits by democratic
socialist Zohran Mamdani in New York City’s Dem-
ocratic mayoral primary, on Monday announced he
will continue his general election bid as an indepen-
dent candidate.

“Only 13% of New Yorkers voted in the June pri-
mary. The general election is in November and I am
in it to win it,” Cuomo declared in a video posted to
social media.

And Cuomo charged that “My opponent, Mr. Mam-
dani offers slick slogans but no real solutions.”
Cuomo, Adams Trade Shots Over Who Should Drop
Out In Race Against Mamdani For Nyc Mayor
Mamdani’s primary victory over Cuomo and nine
other candidates three weeks ago rocked the Demo-
cratic Party, and boosted the Ugandan-born 33-year-
old state assemblyman from Queens toward be-
coming the first Muslim mayor of the nation’s most
populous city.

Mamdani Officially Wins Nyc Dem Primary By 12
Points Over Cuomo, Who' Staying In The Race For
Now

Mamdani surged to a primary victory thanks to an
energetic campaign that put a major focus on afford-
ability and New York City’s high cost of living.
Mamdani made smart use of social media platforms,
including TikTok, as he engaged low-propensity
voters. He proposed eliminating fares to ride New
York City’s vast bus system, making CUNY (City
University of New York) “tuition-free,” freezing rents
on municipal housing, offering “free childcare” for
children up to age 5, and setting up government-run
grocery stores.

And thanks in part to the efforts of a massive grass-
roots army of volunteers, he rode a wave of support
from younger and progressive voters to catapult into
first place over Cuomo, who was the frontrunner.
“Unless you've been living under a rock, you prob-
ably know that the Democratic primary did not go
the way I had hoped,” said Cuomo, the former three-
term governor who resigned from office in 2021
amid multiple scandals.

Cuomo, who is gunning for a political comeback,
noted that “as my grandfather used to say, when you
get knocked down, learn the lesson and pick yourself
back up and get in the game. And that is what I'm
going to do. The fight to save our city isn’t over.”

At an endorsement event

, Mamdani reacted to Cuomo’s move.

“I welcome everyone to this race, and I am as confi-
dent as I have been since three weeks ago on primary
night,” he said.”I think he’s struggling to come to
terms with what Tuesday meant,” Mamdani added.
“We spent an entire campaign being told that it was
inevitable for Andrew Cuomo to become the next
mayor, and he believed that himself.”

Mamdani also trolled the former governor, respond-
ing to a photo of Cuomo filming his campaign video.

“We got him making man on the street videos with a
guy in Carhartt. By next week, he’ll be sipping adeni
chai and eating khaliat al nahl,” Mamdani said in
reference to his own viral campaign videos.

The announcement by Cuomo came as no major
surprise.

While he acknowledged Mamdani’s victory in the
primary, Cuomo left the door open to a November
run as an independent candidate, which election
rules in New York state permit.

And late last month, Cuomo let pass a deadline for
candidates who had already qualified to run as inde-
pendents to decline that independent ballot line.

But sources told Fox News at the time that Cuomo
had not committed yet to running an active general
election campaign through the summer and into the
autumn.

In deep blue New York City, the Democratic primary
winner is largely favored to win the general election.
If Mamdani wins in November, he will be the first
Muslim and millennial mayor of New York City.
Also on the general election ballot is Democratic
Mayor Eric Adams, who dropped his primary bid
earlier this year amid sinking poll numbers in the
wake of numerous controversies.

Adams is running as an independent.

Also on the ballot in the general election are Jim
Walden, a former federal prosecutor running as an
independent, and Guardian Angels co-founder Cur-
tis Sliwa, who, for a second straight election, is the
Republican mayoral nominee.

Yahoo News / Fox News Paul Steinhauser, Deirdre
Heavey

Landlord imprisoned for decades in hate-crime
attack on Palestinian American family has died

A landlord sentenced to decades in prison
after he killed a Palestinian American boy and
wounded his mother has died.

Three months ago, Joseph Czuba was sentenced
to 53 years behind bars for the attack. He was
found guilty of murder, attempted murder and
hate-crime charges in the death of 6-year-old
Wadee Alfayoumi and the wounding of the
boy’s mother, Hanan Shaheen.

The 73-year-old Czuba targeted them in Octo-
ber 2023 because of their Islamic faith and as a
response to the war between Israel and Hamas,
which started days earlier.

Czuba died Thursday in the custody of the Illi-
nois Department of Corrections, according to a

statement from the Will County Sherift’s Office.

Ahmed Rehab, the executive director of Coun-
cil on American-Islamic Relations’ Chicago
office, said in a statement that “this depraved
killer has died, but the hate is still alive and
well”

Evidence at trial included harrowing testimony
from Shaheen and her frantic 911 call, along
with bloody crime scene photos and police
video. Jurors deliberated less than 90 minutes
before handing in a verdict.

The family had been renting rooms in Czuba’s
home in Plainfield, about 40 miles (64 kilome-
ters) from Chicago when the attack happened.
Central to prosecutors’ case was harrowing tes-
timony from the boy’s mother, who said Czuba
attacked her before moving on to her son,
insisting they had to leave because they were
Muslim. Prosecutors also played the 911 call
and showed police footage. Czuba’s wife, Mary,
whom he has since divorced, also testified for
the prosecution, saying he had become agitated
about the Israel-Hamas war, which had erupted
days earlier.

Police said Czuba pulled a knife from a holder
on a belt and stabbed the boy 26 times, leaving
the knife in the child’s body. Some of the bloody

crime scene
photos
were SO
explicit that
the judge
agreed to
turn televi-
sion screens
showing
them away
from the
audience,
which included Wadee’s relatives.

The attack renewed fears of anti-Muslim dis-
crimination and hit particularly hard in Plain-
field and surrounding suburbs, which have a
large and established Palestinian community.
Wadee’s funeral drew large crowds, and Plain-
field officials have dedicated a park playground
in his honor.

Yahoo/News Associated Press
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Health & Wellness

Your thyroid is an important endocrine gland that
makes and releases certain hormones. Your thyroid’s
main job is to control your metabolism — how your
body uses energy. Sometimes, your thyroid doesn’t
work properly. These conditions are common and
treatable.

What is the thyroid?

Your thyroid is a small, butterfly-shaped gland
located at the front of your neck under your skin. It’s
a part of your endocrine system and controls many
of your body’s important functions by producing
and releasing (secreting) certain hormones. Your
thyroid’s main job is to control the speed of your
metabolism (metabolic rate), which is the process

of how your body transforms the food you consume
into energy. All of the cells in your body need energy
to function

When your thyroid isn’t working properly, it can
impact your entire body.

What is the endocrine system?

Your endocrine system is a network of several glands
that create and secrete (release) hormones.

A gland is an organ that makes one or more sub-
stances, such as hormones, digestive juices, sweat or
tears. Endocrine glands release hormones directly
into the bloodstream.

Hormones are chemicals that coordinate differ-
ent functions in your body by carrying messages
through your blood to your organs, skin, muscles
and other tissues. These signals tell your body what
to do and when to do it.

The following organs and glands make up your en-
docrine system:

Hypothalamus.Pituitary gland.Thyroid.Parathyroid
glands.Adrenal glands.Pineal gland.Pancreas.Ova-
ries. Testes.

What does my thyroid do?

As an endocrine gland, your thyroid makes and se-
cretes hormones. Your thyroid produces and releases
the following hormones:

Thyroxine (T4): This is the primary hormone your
thyroid makes and releases. Although your thyroid
makes the most of this hormone, it doesn’t have
much of an effect on your metabolism. Once your
thyroid releases T4 into your bloodstream, it can
convert to T3 through a process called deiodination.
Triiodothyronine (T3): Your thyroid produces lesser
amounts of T3 than T4, but it has a much greater
effect on your metabolism than T4.

Reverse triiodothyronine (RT3): Your thyroid makes
very small amounts of RT3, which reverses the ef-
fects of T3.

Calcitonin: This hormone helps regulate the amount
of calcium in your blood.

In order to make thyroid hormones, your thyroid
gland needs iodine, an element found in food (most
commonly, iodized table salt) and water. Your
thyroid gland traps iodine and transforms it into
thyroid hormones. If you have too little or too much
iodine in your body;, it can affect the level of hor-
mones your thyroid makes and releases.

Your thyroid hormones affect the following bodily

Thyroid

How your body uses energy (metabolism).Heart
rate.Breathing.Digestion.Body temperature.Brain
development.Mental activity.Skin and bone mainte-
nance.Fertility.

What other organs and glands interact with the
thyroid?

Your endocrine system is an elaborate network of
glands and hormones. Many glands and hormones
rely on other glands and hormones to send them sig-
nals to start working. In addition, certain hormones
can suppress other hormones.

Your body has a complex system for controlling the
level of thyroid hormones in your body. First, your
hypothalamus (a part of your brain located on the
undersurface of it) secretes thyroid-releasing hor-
mone (TRH), which stimulates a part of your pitu-
itary gland to secrete thyroid-stimulating hormone
(TSH). TSH then stimulates your thyroid follicular
cells to release thyroxine (T4) and triiodothyronine
(T3) if there are adequate levels of iodine in your
body.

Your thyroid gland and its hormones affect almost
every organ system of your body, including:

Your cardiovascular system: Your thyroid helps regu-
late the amount of blood your heart pumps through
your circulatory system (cardiac output), heart rate
and strength and vigor of your heart’s contraction
(contractility of the heart).

Your nervous system: When your thyroid isn’t work-
ing properly, it can cause symptoms that affect your
nervous system, including numbness, tingling, pain
or a sense of burning in the affected parts of your
body. In addition, hypothyroidism can cause depres-
sion and hyperthyroidism can cause anxiety.

Your digestive system: Your thyroid is involved with
how food moves through your digestive system (gas-
trointestinal motility).

Your reproductive system: If your thyroid isn’t
working properly, it can cause irregular menstrual
periods and issues with fertility.

Can a person live without a thyroid?

Yes, you can live without your thyroid. However,
you'll need to take hormone replacement medica-
tion for the rest of your life in order to stay healthy
and prevent certain side effects and symptoms.
Thyroid removal surgery, known as a thyroidectomy,
is a common surgery that can treat certain thyroid
conditions.

Thyroid diseases are split into two types: primary
and secondary.

In primary thyroid disease, the disease originates in
your thyroid gland. In secondary thyroid disease,
the disease originates in your pituitary gland. As an
example, if you have a nodule on your thyroid that’s
releasing excess amounts of thyroid hormones, it
would be called primary hyperthyroidism. If a tumor
in your pituitary gland is releasing excess amounts
of thyroid-stimulating hormone (TSH), which then
stimulates your thyroid to produce excess thyroid
hormones, it would be called secondary hyperthy-
roidism.

Thyroid

Isthmus

 Left
~ lobe

Trachea

The four main conditions that affect your thyroid
include:

Hypothyroidism (underactive thyroid).
Hyperthyroidism (overactive thyroid).

Goiter (enlarged thyroid).

Thyroid cancer.

Hypothyroidism

Hypothyroidism (underactive thyroid) happens
when your thyroid doesn’t produce and release
enough thyroid hormones. This causes aspects of
your metabolism to slow down. It’s a fairly com-
mon condition that affects approximately 10 million
people in the United States. It is treatable.

Causes of hypothyroidism include:

Hashimoto’s disease, an autoimmune disease.
Thyroiditis (inflammation of the thyroid).

Iodine deficiency.

A nonfunctioning thyroid gland (when the thyroid
doesn’t work correctly from birth).

Over-treatment of hyperthyroidism through medi-
cation.

Thyroid gland removal.

Hyperthyroidism

Hyperthyroidism (overactive thyroid) happens when
your thyroid produces and releases more thyroid
hormones than your body needs. This causes aspects
of your metabolism to speed up. Approximately 1
out of 100 people over the age of 12 have hyperthy-
roidism in the United States. It is treatable.

Causes of hyperthyroidism include:

Graves disease, an autoimmune condition.

Thyroid nodules.

Thyroiditis (inflammation of the thyroid).
Postpartum thyroiditis (inflammation of the thyroid
that happens after giving birth).

Excess iodine in your blood from diet and/or medi-
cation.

Over-treatment of hypothyroidism through medica-
tion.

A benign (noncancerous) tumor in your pitu-

itary gland.
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Minneapolis’s Omar Fateh is latest democratic so-
cialist,Israel critic to win Democrat endorsement

we witnessed a re)ectlon of politics as usual,” Fateh
said in his victory speech .

A Muslim democratic socialist state lawmaker in his
30s defeats the establishment candidate for mayor
of his city, setting up a showdown in advance of
November’s general election.

The scenario played out last month in New York
City, and again this week in Minneapolis, where
Omar Fateh won the endorsement of the state’s
Democratic Party in his bid to unseat the city’s Jew-
ish mayor, Jacob Frey.

Fateh, 35, is the latest progressive candidate to
ascend amid a shift away from establishment Demo-
crats. His victory has drawn comparisons to that

of Zohran Mamdani, the New York state assembly-
man who last month beat out former Gov. Andrew
Cuomo in a primary election to become New York
City’s Democratic mayoral candidate.

we witnessed a rejection of politics as usual,” Fateh
said in his victory speech.

Similarly to Mamdani in New York City, Fateh is
promising a more progressive approach than the in-
cumbent mayor. Frey is a moderate who has clashed
with the City Council’s left-wing majority over issues
such as rent control, rideshare driver pay and labor
standards. Like Mamdani, Fateh has focused his
campaign on affordability and public safety.

Also like Mamdani, Fateh is a staunch critic of Israel,
which is increasingly shaping local races across the
United States. In October 2023, he expressed his
mourning for the Israeli victims of the October 7
massacre while demanding a ceasefire and warning

about “the precipice of a genocidal war” on Palestin-
ians.

Frey, meanwhile, vetoed a City Council resolution
that called for a ceasefire in Gaza last year, saying
that he supported a ceasefire but found the resolu-
tion’s language “one-sided.” The City Council over-
rode his veto.

Opposition to Israel is no longer a ‘dealbreaker’ ob-
stacle to electoral success for Democrat candidates
The rise of candidates such as Fateh and Mamdani
shows that opposition to Israel, once a dealbreaker
in the Democratic political world, is no longer an
obstacle to electoral success.

Nearly two years into Israel’s campaign in Gaza, the
party’s rifts have deepened over tensions with its
base. In Michigan’s presidential primary last year,
more than 100,000 Democrats declared themselves
“uncommitted” to protest former President Joe
Biden’s support for Israel, and President Donald
Trump won the state.

In a signal that the pro-Palestinian movement has
moved from social organizing to amassing political
power, Jewish Voice for Peace, a prominent anti-
Zionist group, has restructured to focus on lobby-
ing for specific policies and supporting or opposing
candidates for elected office.

Frey’s defeat in the convention does not necessarily
predict a loss in November, he failed to win two pre-
vious conventions before emerging victorious in the
general election, which uses ranked-choice voting.
His campaign said the Minneapolis Democratic
party has a flawed endorsement system and alleged

that its online systemJbroke
down during the voting process, a charge the party
has denied.

The Twin Cities are home to some 66,000 Jews and
more than 100,000 Muslims, including a large com-
munity of immigrants from Somalia. Fateh, who was
born in Washington, was the first Somali- American
and Muslim elected to Minnesota’s state senate in
2020.

Like Mamdani, he has been the target of Islamopho-
bic attacks by right-wing activists such as Charlie
Kirk, who said he was part of an “attempted Islamic
takeover of America” that was “made possible thanks
to mass migration.”

Frey defended Fateh from this attack, responding,
“Senator Omar Fateh is a proud American who is
running because, like me, he loves Minneapolis.”

Jewish groups in Minneapolis have not immediately
weighed in on the endorsement. But some Jewish
leaders in the area told Jewish Insider that they were
wary if not of Fateh specifically then of the progres-
sive shift within the Democratic Party and what it
could augur for Israel’s standing within the party.
Yahoo/News

SHIRA LI BARTOV/JTA

Trump Just Lost One of His Most Famous
Followers: the OAnon Shaman

Even Donald Trump’s most sycophantic follow-
ers are turning on the president.

Jacob Chansley—better known as the QA-
non shaman—denounced the MAGA leader
Wednesday morning, responding to a post of
Trump’s 2023 mugshot by decrying the presi-
dent as a “fraud”

“Fuck this stupid piece of shit,” Chansley wrote
in a since-deleted post that accrued more than
34,000 views. In a follow-up post, Chansley
wrote: “Oh yea & Fuck Israel! And Fuck Donald
Trump!”
Chansley captured national attention when he
stormed through the U.S. Capitol on January
6, 2021, in an elaborate, horned fur headdress.
In the aftermath of the attack, a face-painted
Chansley emerged as one of the central figures
of the revolt. Once at the Capitol building,
Chansley was in the first group of rioters to
break inside. Wielding a bullhorn, he worked

o “rile up the crowd and demand that lawmak-
ers be brought out,” according to a sentencing
memo.

In late 2021, a federal judge sentenced Chansley
to 41 months in prison for his role in the Janu-
ary 6 insurrection. But that was undone hours
after Trump was inaugurated at the start of this

year, when he included Chansley in a clemency
order for some 1,600 of his supporters who were
involved in the riot.

Trump has held messiah-like status within
QAnon’s conspiratorial circle for years thanks to
their principal belief that, despite being named
and photographed as an associate of sex traffick-
er Jeffrey Epstein, Trump would rid the world
of Satan-worshipping pedophiles who run the
government and media.

In turn, Trump readily welcomed the cockeyed
adoration. In 2020, he offered the movement
plausible deniability at an executive level —
claiming that while he didn't know much about
QAnon, he couldn’t disprove its theories. Just
two years later, Trump was regularly circulat-
ing bits of the conspiracy on TruthSocial and
reposting images of himself wearing Q pins
emblazoned with the cult’s messaging, “A Storm
Is Coming,” referring to Trump’s supposed final
victory, when QAnon supporters expect him to
mass-execute his opponents.

QAnon supporters turned out en masse in
November to help Trump return to the Oval
Office. But Trump’s sudden backpedalling on
unearthing records related to the Epstein inves-

tigation has left a bitter taste in those supporters’

mouths. Their relationship was further strained

when Trump referred to his Epstein-minded
allies as “stupid,” “naive,” and “foolish,” accus-
ing them of being “duped” by Democrats who
he claimed invented the Epstein “hoax.”

But Trump has a well-documented history
with the New York financier. Prior to his death,
Epstein described himself as one of Trump’s
“closest friends.” The socialites were named and
photographed together several times, Trump
allegedly penned a salacious letter to Epstein
for the pedophile’s 50th birthday, the real estate
mogul reportedly flew on Epstein’s jets between
Palm Beach and New York at least seven times,
and the first time that Trump slept with his
now-wife Melania was reportedly aboard Ep-
stein’s plane, nicknamed the “Lolita Express.”
In a 2002 New York magazine profile of Ep-
stein, Trump said he had known Epstein for 15
years and referred to him as a “terrific guy.

“It is even said that he likes beautiful women
as much as I do, and many of them are on the
younger side,” Trump said at the time.
Yahoo/News

Ellie Quinlan Houghtaling
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Mahmoud Khalil Visits Washington To Demand
End To U.S.“Complicity’ In Gaza

Since he was freed from a federal detention facil-
ity one month ago, Mahmoud Khalil said he often
hears a question: Can regular people shift U.S.
policy toward Israel-Palestine, and do anything
about the crackdown on speech about the subject?
People tell him they feel trapped or unable to chal-
lenge the American military and diplomatic sup-
port enabling Israel’s devastating ongoing offensive
in Gaza. Khalil, a green card holder who organized
protests against the Gaza war while a graduate stu-
dent at Columbia University and whom the Trump
administration is attempting to deport, recom-
mends a broader view.

“The change is happening, although they are trying
to distract us from that,” Khalil, an Algerian citizen
of Palestinian descent, told HuffPost on Tuesday.
“The fact that this administration took an extra
mile in prosecuting me, in coming after the student
movement, is a great testament to the success of
this movement, where you have the President of the
United States and all his Cabinet focusing on curb-
ing the student movement because it is working.”
Khalil traveled to Washington, D.C.,, this week in
hopes of encouraging change through Congress.
He spent a whirlwind two days meeting with nearly
20 lawmakers, nearly all Democrats, from younger
progressives like Rep. Ilhan Omar (D-Minn.) to
powerful established figures like Rep. Jim McGov-
ern (D-Mass.)

His priority was urging legislators “to stop the U.S.-
funded genocide in Gaza,” Khalil said, noting mass
starvation there as Israel tightly limits the entry
and distribution of supplies, forcing Palestinians

to crowd at aid hubs, where they often face firing
from Israeli soldiers and American contractors that
has killed more than 1,000. (The U.S.- and Israeli-
backed Gaza Humanitarian Foundation disputes
that toll.)

“They’re weaponizing food, actually, to engineer a
famine in Gaza,” he continued, a coalition of more
than 100 humanitarian groups, which Israel is
largely barring from operating in the region, issued
a joint statement accusing Tel Aviv of starving 2.1
million Palestinians and noting that using starva-
tion as a tool of warfare is a war crime. Israel argues
its campaign is focused on the militant group
Hamas and it limits harm to civilians.

Khalil and his allies are “not backing down,” he
said: “We will continue to resist until every Pales-
tinian gets justice, freedom and dignity.”

He is additionally seeking “to hold the Trump
administration and Columbia University account-
able,” Khalil continued, charging both with “a
broader effort ... to silence speech.”

Columbia disciplined nearly 80 students, including
by revoking degrees from some, for participating
in antiwar demonstrations; the school hopes to

win back $400 million in federal funding Presi-
dent Donald Trump is withholding over its alleged
failure to combat antisemitism. The administration
has characterized protests over Gaza as inherently
antisemitic for criticizing Israel and highlighted
complaints from some Jewish students, though crit-
ics have in turn accused Trump of exploiting allega-
tions of antisemitism to attack higher education.
Trump is meanwhile still pursuing deportation for
Khalil and several other student protesters, though
federal judges have repeatedly halted the effort.
Strikingly, Khalil's visit came almost one year to the

day since Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu addressed a joint session of Congress amid
ongoing Israeli attacks in Gaza. Though more than
100 lawmakers skipped his speech and both then-

President Joe Biden and Trump have questioned his %

strategy, Netanyahu has continued receiving U.S.
weapons as Israeli forces have killed tens of thou-
sands of Palestinians and his stated goals for the
war, including the release of dozens of hostages still
held by Hamas, have remained unfulfilled.

Khalil's Washington trip demonstrated how en-
trenched hardline pro-Israel narratives remain in
elite circles. Giving a live interview on CNN Tues-
day, Khalil was asked repeatedly by anchor Pamela
Brown to condemn Hamas.

It is “disingenuous and absurd to ask such questions
when literally 62,000 Palestinians have been killed
by Israel,” Khalil told Brown, adding he would not
engage with the question because “selective con-
demnations ... wouldn't get us anywhere”

Nearly two years into the war, he told HuffPost

he is still surprised by the “indifference that U.S.
policymakers have regarding Palestine” and their
“level of complicity in such flagrant and obvious
war crimes.” In his meetings with legislators, Khalil
said they described “how difficult” it remains in
Congress to advocate for Palestinians because of
the influence of the American Israel Public Affairs
Committee (AIPAC), whose donors often fund
campaigns against politicians critical of Israel.

Still, amid increased awareness of the crisis in Gaza,
“none can claim that they didn’t know ... [and]

the American public are awakened now;” he said.
“That’s why it’s very important that we continue to
push ... unfortunately, institutions are a little bit
slow in responding to the change on the ground,
but it's happening.”

Khalil pointed to the recent victory in the Demo-
cratic primary for New York City mayor by Zohran
Mamdani, who has been involved in advocacy
against the war; the two men recently appeared
together onstage at a comedy show.

“Supporting Palestine is not a taboo in U.S. politics
— it’s happening,” he said.

As Khalil and his group walked along, a group of
antiwar activists yelling slogans in the hot sun be-
came visibly emotional upon spotting him. Several
young staffers in congressional office buildings
asked to have their picture taken with him and he
carried along a blue gift bag, a present from Rep.
Ayanna Pressley (D-Mass.) for his infant son Deen,
who was born while Khalil was in immigration
detention.

“They wanted to make an example out of me. They
wanted me to be intimidated so I wouldn't speak for
the rights of the Palestinian people and I find it very
hard to reconcile my silence where my people are
getting killed. I really can’t justify anyone’s silence
when such atrocities are happening under our
nose,” Khalil told HuffPost.

When Khalil was targeted for deportation and
arrested in March, the administration claimed his
beliefs meant his presence in the U.S. could hurt
American foreign policy, without accusing him

of any crime. On May 28, district judge Michael
Farbiarz said the administration had not proved
that case. U.S. officials then told the judge alleged
irregularities in Khalil's green card application

;'3- SIEGE
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provided additional justification for detaining him,
but on June 20, Farbiarz ruled that Khalil should
be released on bail. The administration maintains
its assertion he is a threat: during Khalil’s congres-
sional meetings on, the Department of Homeland
Security issued an X post calling Khalil “a terrorist
sympathizer” and accusing him of antisemitism.
Khalil and his lawyers argue the government has
subjected him to major reputational harm and
highlight his rejection of antisemitism.

“The Biden administration laid the groundwork
to my detention, to the repression of freedom of
speech in this country, by aligning with the Israeli
narrative and the Zionist narrative in this country
that what is happening is antisemitism or violence,”
he told HuftPost. “To me it’s a no-brainer that
Biden was as bad as Trump is. It’s just, this admin-
istration, theyre not shying from [it] ... the Biden
administration would actually gaslight you: ‘Oh,
we're actually for peace or were helping’ No, you're
not — you literally gave Israel everything it needs to
commit this genocide”

In addition to fighting the government’s attempt

to detain and deport him in courts in New Jersey
and Louisiana, Khalil is now seeking $20 million

in damages or an official apology from the Trump
administration for his detention. HuftPost asked if
he has faith American legal processes can provide
justice.

“We have to try ... I want accountability through
any avenue,” Khalil said. “I'm confident I have a
very good case as a judge has already ruled that

my arrest was likely unconstitutional ... I want to
hold accountable everyone, literally everyone, who
has contributed to my illegal prosecution [and]

this administration for also spreading all these lies
about me”

Free for only a month after a shock arrest in the
lobby of his apartment building and 104 days in
captivity thousands of miles away from his home

in New York, the soft-spoken 30-year-old struggles
to describe his feelings. He described joy at being
reunited with his wife and son but also a deep sense
of duty even as he faces continued risk.

“What I went through is literally a drop in the sea
of injustices that Palestinians have to face on a daily
basis ... now my arrest accidentally gave me this
platform to be able to actually advocate more and
more for the rights of Palestinians,” Khalil said. “I
did not choose to be in such a position, but now
that such a position is imposed upon me, I will take
that responsibility with pride — because that’s what
Palestinians do: just resist and continue resistance
until we get our rights.”

Yahoo/News

Akbar Shahid Ahmed
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Necessity of refraining from discussion of the disagreements that
occurred among the Companions of the Prophet (blessings and
peace of Allaah be upon him)

Praise be to Allaah Alone and peace and blessings of Allaah
be upon (PROPHET MUHAMMAD) the one after whom
there will be no more Prophets, and upon his family and
companions and whoever follows them in truth until the
Day of Judgement.

It should be understood — may Allah protect us and you
from confusion and specious arguments, both obvious and
subtle — that the Companions of Muhammad (blessings
and peace of Allah be upon him) were the best compan-
ions of the best Prophet, especially the four Rightly Guided
Caliphs.

Allah says (interpretation of the meaning):

“And the first to embrace Islam of the Muhajiroon (those
who migrated from Makkah to Al-Madinah) and the Ansar
(the citizens of Al-Madinah who helped and gave aid to the
Mubhajiroon) and also those who followed them exactly (in
Faith). Allah is well-pleased with them as they are well-
pleased with Him” [at-Tawbah 9:100].

Ibn Katheer (may Allah have mercy on him) said: Here
Allah the Almighty tells us that He is pleased with the first
to embrace Islam of the Muhaajireen and Ansaar, and those
who followed them in truth. So woe to those who hate them
or revile them, or who hate some of them and revile some of
them. End quote. Tafseer Ibn Katheer, 4/203

Allah, may He be exalted, says concerning the Muhaajireen
(interpretation of the meaning):

“(And there is also a share in this booty) for the poor
emigrants, who were expelled from their homes and their
property, seeking Bounties from Allah and to please Him.
And helping Allah (i.e. helping His religion) and His Mes-
senger (Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him)). Such are indeed the truthful (to what they say)”
[al-Hashr 59:8].

And Allah says concerning the Ansaar (interpretation of the
meaning):

“And those who, before them, had homes (in Al-Madinah)
and had adopted the Faith, love those who emigrate to
them, and have no jealousy in their breasts for that which
they have been given (from the booty of Banee An-Nadeer),
and give them (emigrants) preference over themselves, even
though they were in need of that” [al-Hashr 59:9].

And Allah says concerning the believers who come after
them (interpretation of the meaning):

“And those who came after them say: Our Lord! Forgive

us and our brethren who have preceded us in Faith, and

put not in our hearts any hatred against those who have
believed. Our Lord! You are indeed full of kindness, Most
Merciful” [al-Hashr 59:10].

With regard to what happened among the Sahaabah of
differences of opinion and fighting, we should refrain from
discussing it, whilst believing that they are the best of the
ummah and loving them and approving of them. This
opinion has been repeatedly stated by Ahl as-Sunnah wa’l-
Jamaa‘ah.

‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-‘Azeez (may Allah have mercy on him)
was asked about ‘Ali and ‘Uthmaan, and the battles of the
Camel and Siffeen, and what happened among them. He
said: That is blood that Allah caused me to have no hand in
shedding, and I do not want to dip my tongue in it (by talk-
ing about it). at-Tabaqaat al-Kubra, 5/394

A man asked Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal about what hap-
pened between ‘Ali and Mu‘aawiyah, and he turned away
from him. It was said to him: O Abu ‘Abdullah, he is a man
from Banu Haashim. He turned to him and said: Recite:
“That was a nation who has passed away. They shall receive
the reward of what they earned and you of what you earn.
And you will not be asked of what they used to do” [al-
Baqgarah 2:134].

Manaagqib al-Imam Ahmad by Ibn al-Jawzi, p. 126

Imam Ahmad also said, after it was said to him: What do
you say about what happened between ‘Ali and Mu‘aawiyah?
He said: I do not say anything about them except what is
best.

Manaagqib al-Imam Ahmad by Ibn al-Jawzi, p. 164
Al-Maymooni said: Ahmad ibn Hanbal said to me: O Abu’l-
Hasan, if you see a man saying anything bad about any one
of the Sahaabah, then be suspicious about his Islam. Al-Fadl
ibn Ziyaad said: I heard Abu ‘Abdullah being asked about a
man who criticized Mu‘aawiyah and ‘Amr ibn al-‘Aas: can
he be called a Raafidi? He said: He did not the audacity to

criticise them except because he has some evil hidden in his
heart. No one criticises any one of the Sahaabah but he is
concealing some evil in his heart. End quote. “Al-Bidaayah
wan-Nihaayah, 8/139 “

Abu Zar‘ah ar-Raazi said:

If you see a man criticising any of the Companions of the
Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace of Allaah be upon
him), then know that he is a heretic, because in our view
the Messenger (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him)
is true and the Qur’aan is true. Rather this Quriaan and

the Sunnah were conveyed to us by the Companions of the
Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace of Allah be upon
him). They only want to undermine the status of those who
conveyed the Quriaan (and the Sunnah) in order to under-
mine the validity of the Qur’aan and Sunnah. But it is more
fitting that they be criticised, and they are heretics. End
quote. “Al-Kifaayah fi Ilm ar-Riwaayah, p. 49 “

Al-Qurtubi said:

It is not permissible to attribute any deliberate mistake to
any of the Sahaabah, because they based all their actions on
what they believed was right and proper, and their inten-
tion was to Allah, may He be glorified and exalted. They are
all examples for us to follow and Allah has instructed us to
refrain from discussing the disagreements that arose among
them, and we should only mention them in the best way,
because of the sanctity of their being Companions of the
Prophet (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him), and
because the Prophet (blessings and peace of Allah be upon
him) forbade reviling them; moreover, Allah has forgiven
them and told us that He is pleased with them. End quote.
“Tafseer al-Qurtubi, 16/321

Ibn Abi Zayd al-Qayrawaani said, when discussing what
the Muslim is obliged to believe about the Companions of
the Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace of Allah be
upon him) and what should be said about them: No one

of the Companions of the Messenger (blessings and peace
of Allah be upon him) should be mentioned except in the
best of terms, and we should refrain from discussing the
disputes that arose among them. They are the most deserv-
ing of people to have their words and actions interpreted in
the best manner and to be thought of in the best terms. End
quote.

‘Ageedat Ahl as-Sunnah wa’l-Jamaa‘ah fi's-Sahaabah al-
Kiraam, 2/734

Abu ‘Abdullah ibn Battah (may Allah have mercy on him)
said, discussing the beliefs of Ahl as-Sunnah wa’l-Jamaa‘ah:
After that we should refrain from discussing the disputes
that arose among the Companions of the Messenger of
Allah (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him), for they
witnessed great events with him and were the first people to
attain virtue; Allah has forgiven them and has instructed us
to pray for forgiveness for them and to draw close to Him
by means of loving them, as He has enjoined on the lips of
His Prophet. He knew what would happen among them and
that they would fight; however, they were given precedence
over the rest of mankind because mistakes, whether deliber-
ate or otherwise, were already forgiven for them, and they
have been forgiven for all disputes that arose among them.
Kitaab ash-Sharh wa’l-Ibaanah ‘ala Usool as-Sunnah wad-
Diyaanah, p. 268

Abu ‘Uthmaan as-Saaboni said, discussing the belief of the
Salaf and scholars of hadeeth:

They believed that we should refrain from discussing the
disputes that arose among the Companions of the Messen-
ger of Allah (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) and
that we should avoid saying anything that may be construed
as criticism of them; we should pray for mercy for all of
them and love all of them.

‘Ageedat as-Salaf wa Ashaab al-Hadeeth, in Majmooat ar-
Rasaa’il al-Muneeriyyah, 1/129

Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah said:

One of the basic principles of Ahl as-Sunnah wa’l-Jamaa‘ah
is that they think of and speak of the Companions of the
Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace of Allah be upon
him) in the best terms, as Allah, may He be exalted, has
described them (interpretation of the meaning):

“And those who came after them say: Our Lord! Forgive

us and our brethren who have preceded us in Faith, and
put not in our hearts any hatred against those who have
believed. Our Lord! You are indeed full of kindness, Most

Merciful” [al-Hashr 59:10].

And that is in obedience to the Prophet (blessings and
peace of Allah be upon him), who said: “Do not revile my
Companions, do not revile my Companions, for by the

One Whose hand is my soul, if one of you were to spend
the equivalent of Uhud in gold [in charity], it would not be
equivalent to the mudd [a unit of measure] of one of them
or half of that”

They accept what is said in the Quriaan and Sunnah, and are
unanimously agreed on their virtues and status.

They do not believe that any of the Sahaabah are infallible
and were protected from major or minor sins; rather it is
possible that they may have committed sins in general, but
they did a great deal of righteous deeds and attained virtues
by means of which they were forgiven for whatever sins they
committed, to such an extent that they were forgiven for
bad deeds for which no one who came after them was for-
given, because they did good deeds that erased bad deeds,
in a manner that was not granted to anyone who came after
them.

Moreover, if one of them did commit a sin, then he would
have repented from it, or done good deeds that erased it, or
have been forgiven for it by virtue of his being one of the
first to come to Islam, or by means of the intercession of
Muhammad (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) of
which they are the most deserving of people, or by being
tested with a calamity in this world by means of which it
was expiated — if this is the case with regard to real sins,
then how about the matters in which they based their ac-
tions on what they thought best (ijtihaad): if they got it right
they will have two rewards and if they got it wrong they will
have one reward and the mistake will be forgiven?
Moreover, the amount of objectionable actions that some

of them may have done is very little and insignificant in
comparison to their virtues and good characteristics such as
belief in Allah and His Messenger, jihad for the sake of Al-
lah, migration (Hijrah), supporting (the religion of Allah),
beneficial knowledge and righteous deeds.

Anyone who studies their biographies with knowledge and
insight, and sees what Allah bestowed upon them of virtues,
will realise for certain that they are the best of people after
the Prophets; there never was and there will never be any-
one like them. They are the elite of this ummah, which is the
best of nations and the dearest of them to Allah, may He be
exalted. End quote. “Majmoo’ al-Fataawa, 3/152-153”
Al-Haafiz Ibn Hajar said:

Ahl as-Sunnah are unanimously agreed that it is obligatory
to object to any slandering any of the Sahaabah because of
what happened of that (disputes), even if ones knows which
of them was in the right, because they did not fight in those
wars except on the basis of what they thought was right (ijti-
haad), and Allah, may He be exalted, has forgiven the one
who is mistaken in his ijtihaad. Indeed, it is proven that he
will be given one reward, and the one who gets it right will
be given two rewards. End quote “Fath al-Baari, 13/34 “

A great deal of similar comments has been made by the
scholars and it is essential to follow that, because this will
protect us from making mistakes and it is acknowledging
the rights of the best of people after the Prophets.

As for the killing of ‘Uthmaan and ‘Ali (may Allah be
pleased with them both), there is no doubt that they were
killed unlawfully and we testify that they will be in Paradise,
and we testify that the one who did this action, or played
any part in it, or approved of it, or knew of it and did not
denounce it, were led astray in the worst of ways and led
others astray, and was a man of evil, who followed a path
other than that of the believers; Allah will bring him to ac-
count on the Day of Resurrection for his actions and Allah,
may He be exalted, will judge between them on the Day of
Resurrection. “Say (O Muhammad (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him)): O Allah! Creator of the heavens and
the earth! All-Knower of the Ghaib (unseen) and the seen.
You will judge between Your slaves about that wherein they
used to differ” [az-Zumar 39:46].

Ahmed Khaled
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Indian and Chinese travelers hail end of visa
freeze between world’s two most populous
nations as diplomatic tensions thaw

They are the two most populous countries in
the world and neighbors clamoring for more
tourists, but for much of the last five years it has
been difficult for Indian and Chinese nationals
to vacation in each other’s nations.

Now that looks set to finally change as previous
fractious relations between the two Asian giants
finally begin to thaw.

India will issue tourist visas for Chinese citizens
for the first time in five years, allowing nationals
from its neighboring country to freely visit each
other, marking a significant reset in relations
after a deadly border clash sent ties into a deep
freeze.

From July 24, Chinese citizens can apply for
tourist visas to India, the Indian embassy in
Beijing said Wednesday.

This “positive news” is in the “common inter-
ests of all parties,” China’s foreign spokesperson
Guo Jiakun said. “China is willing to maintain
communication and consultation with India to
continuously improve the level of facilitation
of personnel exchanges between the two coun-
tries.”

There has been a gradual normalization of ties
between India and China in recent months
after relations were deeply strained in June
2020, when a brutal hand-to-hand battle in the
Galwan Valley left at least 20 Indian and four
Chinese soldiers dead.

Both nations maintain a heavy military pres-
ence along their 2,100-mile (3,379-kilometer) de
facto border, known as the Line of Actual Con-
trol (LAC) - a boundary that remains undefined
and has been a persistent source of friction since
their bloody 1962 war.

The 2020 clash in the disputed region between
Indian Ladakh and Chinese-controlled Aksai
Chin marked the first deadly confrontation
along India and China’s disputed border in more
than 40 years.

Tensions escalated in the aftermath. India
banned multiple Chinese apps, heightened scru-
tiny of Chinese investments and direct air routes
between the two neighbors were canceled.

Both countries had shut their borders to foreign
tourists due to the Covid-19 pandemic, but

visa restrictions continued even as global travel
began to resume.

China lifted tourist visa restrictions for Indian
nationals in March after Beijing and New Delhi
announced they would work to resume direct
air travel, according to Reuters.

“Inbound tourism is going through tough pe-

riod post Covid, so it is good for us that an-
other market has opened,” according to Sarvjeet
Sankrit, founder of the Delhi-based travel
agency Ghum India Ghum (Roam India Roam),
who said he saw “lots of Chinese tourists” visit
the capital before the visa ban.

India lifting restrictions is “a good thing for ve-
hicle owners, guides, and hotel owners,” he said.
“Everyone will get more business.”

Chinese national Kate Hu, whose boyfriend is
from India, said she is excited at the prospect of
finally being able to visit his family.

The Hong Kong-based comedian had already
booked tickets to visit India for his sister’s wed-
ding in April when she found out she couldn’t
get the visa.

“I lost a bit of money there,” Hu said. “We had
talked about getting married just to have the
visa, so now I'm happy to hear I won’t have to
get married just for a visa,” she joked.

Her boyfriend is currently in India to take care
of his sick mother. “If this (news) had come out
sooner, then I could have gone with him,” she
said.

Pradeep K, a consultant in Delhi called India’s
latest move is “a good thing,” adding “people of
India and China will get to interact more.”

He said he is excited at the prospect of traveling
to China to see pandas.

“Will a diplomatic move on paper change mind-
sets and bring people closer? Your guess is as

As A
kar met with his

dia’s foreign m
Chinese counterpart Wang Yi in Beijing, where
the two “took note of the recent progress made
by the two sides to stabilize and rebuild ties,
with priority on people-centric engagements,”
according to a statement from the Indian for-
eign ministry.

There has been a “gradual normalization of the
India-China relationship,” said Harsh V. Pant,
foreign policy head at the New Delhi-based
Observer Research Foundation think tank.
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“There is a certain recalibration happening from
both ends. But this is also a reflection that India
faces a unique challenge in managing China,” he
added.

Despite the ongoing tensions, India is still
economically dependent on China and sees “a
possibility of building an economic partnership”
while making its red lines clear, Pant said.
Delhi-based teacher Saurabhi Singh said while
India and China have fought wars in the past,
“relations can and should change”

good as mine.”

Flights and pilgrimages
resume

India’s decision to re-
move visa restrictions is
the latest in a string of
steps taken by New Delhi
and Beijing to reset ties
after Chinese leader Xi
Jinping met with Indian
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on the sidelines

of the BRICS summit in
Russia last October.

In January, India and
China agreed to resume
direct commercial flights
and Beijing recently
agreed to reopen Mount
Kailash and Lash Mana- 5%
sarovar in western Tibet _": i
to Indian pilgrims for thep
first time in five years.
Earlier this month, In-

[Hakimpet near Tolichowki is named after Hakim
Nizamuddin Gilani, the royal physician under
the Qutub Shahi Rule. He was the Head of
‘Darusshifa Hospital’ 400 years ago. He had a
Herbal Garden in a Hill which is now Jubilee
Hills for making his unique medicines for
different cures. A Dargah on his name is located

Did You Know:

SIAOYd TYNOILYNYILNI

at Hakimpet.
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Mohammed Azharuddin took part in the Janahita Padayatra with Smt. Meenakshi Natarajan, AICC In-charge Telangana, and Shri B. Mahesh Kumar
Goud, MLC, TPCC President, along with a large number of @incindia karyakartas, ministers, and senior leaders—united for the welfare of the people
of Telangana.

i 1
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Janab Mateen Mujadady along with Janab Amir Ali Khan sahab ( M.L.C )News Editor Siasat Paper

and Shri S.S.P Yadav Former D.G.P of united A.P
Shujath Ali Sufi

Received my Doctorate Degree
in Mass Communication today
from His Excellency Honour-

able Governor of Telangana |
State Shri Jishnu Dev Verma at |, &

Telangana University Dichpallyf1 =
Nizamabad
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Dr. Shahab Afsar Khan’s fourth book, Bohat Nikle Mere Arman, was
unveiled in Hyderabad. Dr. Khan is a prominent educationalist and
author of four books, hailing from Aurangabad. He has received numer-
ous awards for his contributions to education. Dr. Khan spoke about
his 50-year service in education and his authorship of four Urdu books.
He worked as Principal of International Indian School in Riyadh and
currently serves as Director of Winchester International. He expressed
gratitude to the guests. Abid Moiz congratulated Afsar Khan. Prof. Ma-
jeed Bedar unveiled the book. A prominent Senior journalist K.N. Wasif

Senior Photographer Shaik Naseer from Munsif Dally Newspaper has
passed away this morning. He had been suffering from a prolonged ill-
ness and was undergoing treatment. May Allah SWT grant him highest
place in Jannah and forgive his sins Ameen. Namaz e janaza held after Asr
Prayer at Qutub shahi Masjid, Bazar Ghat, Hyderabad

A \l

presented a sketch on Afsar Khan. Two IAS Oﬂicers Ahmed Nadeem and
Abdul Azeem also spoke on this occasion.
Aleem Khan Falaki presided over the function and Mushaira. The event
was attended by 100 guests at Zimris ABC Banquet Hall. Poets presented
their poetry, and dinner was served.

This function jointly organised by Zimris Adabi Forum and conducted
the Proceedings of the function and Mushaira by Najeeb Ahmed Najeeb,
Imran Saleem son of architect Saleem AR presented traditional Shawl and
flower Bouquet to Afsar Khan.

s:mvél aAyayuIdAH
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A gathering of Ex NRIS, old friends from Riyadh was hosted at Saleem
Villa, Sabza Colony, Toli Chowki, Hyderabad. Architect Abdul Rahman
Saleem, who visited Hyderabad for two days from Riyadh, had a reunion
with old friends over dinner after a long time. Saleem Bhai met with old
friends, having spent over four decades working in Riyadh. The gather-
ing of around 12 esteemed guests, including Dr. Abid Moiz, Mir Ahmed
Alj, Dr. Niaz Ahmed Khan, Mohammed Muzaffer Ahmed, Mohammed
Quaiser, Mohammed Abdul Raheem Akram, renowned journalist K.N.
Wasif of Siasat Daily, Syed Ziaur Rahman, CEO of YAHIND.COM, and
senior journalist Ghouse Arsalan, Mohammed Ateeq engaged in discus-
sions on various topics. Thanks to Saleem AR Sahab and Imran Saleem
for the warm hospitality and delicious dinner. Mohammed Muzaffer
Ahmed Mohammed Quaiser Mohammed Abdul Raheem Akram Ghouse
Arsalan Saleem AR Imran Saleem/Mir Mohsin Ali

YaHind.Com - Indian News Portal - Serving Indians Globally

L]
Left:

It is with great pleasure that we congratulate Mirza Faisal Baig, son of
Mirza Sadullah Baig Sohail from Riyadh, on his outstanding achieve-
ment of completing the Engineering (Information Technology) pro-
gram. We extend our warmest wishes to Faisal Baig and his proud
parents on this momentous occasion. Mirza Sadullah Baig
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List of Hindi films of AUGUST 2025

Dhadak 2

Ajey The Untold Story

1 of a Yogi

Son of Sardaar 2

Heer Express

Andaaz 2

14 War 2

After the massive success of its predecessor, “WAR 2”
returns bigger, bolder, and packed with jaw-dropping ac-
tion sequences! Directed by Ayan Mukerji, the film unites
two cinematic powerhouses: Hrithik Roshan - the calm,
calculated action icon, and Jr. NTR - the fierce Southern
superstar known for his intensity and depth.

This time, the story dives into a high-stakes covert
conflict between two warriors on opposite ends of the
spectrum, each driven by his own ideals, past wounds,
and secret missions. Are they enemies locked in a deadly
duel, or reluctant allies against a global threat that could

Heer Express trailer: Ashutosh Rana mentors a young chef in
wholesome entertainer

The film narrates the journey of an aspiring young
chef who moves to United Kingdom (UK), to
fulfil her aspirations.

The trailer promises a fun ride with a blend of
emotions and melodrama, indicating a whole-
some family entertainer. It shows Juneja in the
titular role, introduced while riding a horse. She
plays a chef named Heer from Punjab, known for
her cooking skills.

Heer travels to the UK under the mentorship of
Ashutosh Rana, while attempting to take Indian
cuisine abroad. Earlier, the teaser of the movie
had shown glimpses of Heer’s emotional journey
as she sets out to fulfil her mother’s dream over-
seas. The trailer takes forward the narrative by
revealing the obstacles faced by the protagonist.
The film also features Pritt Kamani, Ashutosh

Shazia

Siddhant Chaturvedi - Triptii Dimri

Igbal

Ravindra

Gautam Lal Yadav

Vijay

|'| 1

Anant Joshi - Paresh Rawal - Dinesh

Devgn - Mrunal Thakur - Ravi

Divita Juneja - Ashutosh Rana -

Ajay

Kumar .
Kishan

Arara

Umesh

Sanjay Mishra - Gulshan Grover - Prit

Shukla

K.amani
Suneel
Darshan Fernandez
Ayan

Mukerji

shatter world peace?

Kiara Advani adds emotional nuance and elegance to the
high-octane plot, playing a sharp and captivating charac-
ter whose role could tip the balance between love, trust,
and betrayal.

From heart-pounding chases and explosive shootouts to |
stunning hand-to-hand combat scenes, “WAR 2” prom-
ises a visual spectacle and an adrenaline-fueled ride that
redefines modern Bollywood action. For fans of thrilling,
intense cinema - this is an unmissable event!

Rana, Gulshan Grover, Sanjay Mishra, and Megh-
na Malik in pivotal characters. ‘Heer Express’ is
shot across different scenic locations in UK.

he makers launched the trailer at a grand event.

The entire star cast marked their attendance while §

sharing their journey from the shoot of ‘Heer
Express. The family-drama is directed by Umesh
Shukla. He is known for helming films such as
‘Dhoondte Reh Jaaoge’ (2009), ‘'OMG - Oh My
God! (2012), All Is Well’ (2015), ‘102 Not Out’
(2018) and ‘Aankh Micholi’ (2023).

Shukla’s ‘OMG-Oh My God!” won the award for
Best Adapted Screenplay at the 60th National Film
Awards. The film was also awarded the Best Hindi
film award by Institute for Research and Docu-
mentation in Social Sciences (IRDS) at the second
IRDS Hindi Film Awards for social concern.

Aayush Kumar - Akaisha - Natasha

Hrithik Roshan - N. T. Rama Rao Jr. -
Kiara Advani

WAR 2 : Official Trailer

OFFICIAL"
TRAILER

Tulip Entertainment in association with Merry
Go Round Studios and Creative Strokes Group,
present ‘Heer Express. The film is co-produced
by Umesh Shukla, Ashish Wagh, Mohit Chhabra,
Sanjay Grover and Sampada Wagh.

‘Heer Express’ is scheduled to release in theatres
on August 8, 2025.
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Andaaz (transl. Style) is a 2003 Indian Hindi-
language romantic musical film directed by Raj
Kanwar and produced by Suneel Darshan. It
stars Akshay Kumar, Lara Dutta and Priyanka
Chopra. It is written by Robin Bhatt, Shyam
Goel and Jainendpra Jain. It features Lara Dutta
and Priyanka Chopra[a] in their debut Bolly-
wood film roles.

Shot extensively in Cape Town, South Africa,
Andaaz’s promotion centered around it being
the acting debut of two beauty queens together
for the first time, which Darshan considered was
the film’s main selling point. Its music was com-
posed by Nadeem-Shravan, with lyrics written
by Sameer. The soundtrack was a success, selling
2.5 million units and was the second best-selling
Bollywood soundtrack of the year.

Andaaz was released in cinemas on 23 May
2003. The film was a box-office success, grossing
%288 million at the box-office against a budget
of ¥ 80 million. It was the ninth-highest-gross-
ing Indian film of the year. At the 49th Filmfare
Awards, it received 5 nominations, including
Best Supporting Actress for Chopra, and won
Best Female Debut for Dutta and Chopra. Addi-
tionally, both actresses were also nominated for
the Screen Award for Best Female Debut, which
Dutta won.

Plot

Raj Malhotra lives with his elder brother Rohit,
his sister-in-law Kiran, and his niece. After an
accident fractures his leg, he is unable to walk
for some time, and for psychological reasons, he
cannot walk even after the fracture heals. When
the Malhotras move to Dehradun, Raj befriends
his family’s new neighbour, the tomboy Kajal,
as both share a common passion for aeroplanes.
With Kajal's encouragement, Raj regains the
ability to walk. Years later, the two continue to

Dhadak 2 trailer: Siddhant Chaturvedi-Triptii Dimri fight systemic
discrimination to save love.Watch

Dhadak 2 trailer: The trailer for Dhadak 2 has
finally been unveiled, two years after the film’s
initial announcement. A spiritual sequel to

the 2018 romantic drama Dhadak, this new
installment stars Triptii Dimri and Siddhant
Chaturvedi in the lead roles. The 2018 film
marked the debut of actors Janhvi Kapoor and
Ishaan Khatter. Directed by Shazia Igbal and
co-produced by Karan Johar’s Dharma Produc-
tions, Dhadak 2 dives deeper into themes of
identity, power dynamics, and the often painful
emotional cost of love.

Siddhant Chaturvedi and Triptii Dimri play law
students in this socially charged drama. The
trailer opens with a poignant exchange between
the two, setting the emotional tone of the film.
Siddhant asks, “Tum mujhse pyaar karti ho

na? Toh mujhse door raho (You love me, right?
Then stay away from me).” A confused and hurt

www.Asia Times.US
Andaaz 2

be close friends, and everyone expects them to
marry soon. Raj secretly loves Kajal and is wait-
ing for the right time to propose to her, but she
sees him only as her best friend.

Raj is recruited by the Indian Air Force and
spends a year and a half in training. After this is
over, he rushes to Kajal to propose to her, only
to discover that she is in love with multimillion-

aire businessman Karan Singhania. Raj still does

not reveal his true feelings to Kajal, telling her
that Karan is the best life partner for her. Kajal
and Karan marry; during the reception party,
Kajal learns of Raj's feelings for her. Dismayed
by the fact that she did not recognise Raj’s feel-
ings for her despite being his best friend, Kajal
asks him to move on with his life. Raj relocates
to Cape Town, South Africa for further training,
while his brother and family move to Nainital.

During a visit to a club, Raj meets the vivacious
and fun-loving Jiya. She falls in love with Raj
because of his clean personality, but he is unable
to forget Kajal. After completing his training,
Raj returns to India where he finds that Jiya has
already arrived and is living as a paying guest
with his family in Nainital. Jiya makes several
attempts to impress Raj, but he still does not fall
for her. During Karva Chauth, Jiya performs the
rituals that a wife typically does for a husband,
but Raj becomes angry and asks Jiya to leave.
After Raj’s brother and sister-in-law reveal that
they had hoped Raj would marry Jiya, he finally
gives in and decides to marry her and move on
with his life.

While visiting Jiya’s family, Raj learns that Jiya is
none other than the sister of Karan Singhania.
Thus, Kajal is now Jiya’s sister-in-law. Not only
that, but it is revealed that Kajal has been wid-
owed by a helicopter crash which killed Karan,
but which she survived. Kajal blames herself for

Triptii responds, “Kyu door rahu? (Why should
I stay away?)” He replies, “Kyuki saath rehna
itna aasaan nahi jitna tumhe lagta hai (Being
together isn't as easy as you think).” Triptii, not
ready to back down, says, “Jitna tumhe lagta
hai, utna mushkil bhi nahi hai (It’s also not as
hard as you think it is).”

The Indian Express By: Entertainment Desk

¢
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as even ttemped suicide.
Raj helps Kajal recover from her depression,
which enables her to face life again. Jiya notices
their increasing closeness and suggests to her
father that a second marriage be arranged for
the widowed and childless Kajal.

Karan’s death and

SI9Vd TYNOILYNMILNI

At Raj and Jiya’s engagement, Kajal learns that
her family is arranging an engagement for her
as well. Raj urgently tells Kajal not to allow
herself to be married off against her will. An
angry Jiya says that Raj and Kajal will never be
able to forget their past love for each other, even
though Raj is supposed to be marrying her. An
irate Raj places the wedding sindoor on Kajal’s
forehead, indicating he has now married Kajal.
An emotional Jiya reveals that her real intention
had been to compel Raj and Kajal to accept their
feelings for each other in front of the world.

The film ends with Jiya participating in Raj and
Kajal's wedding ceremony.
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Somng Heading

Duwum Marm Douarm

RV

Inhin Logon Me Le Linaa
Dupattaa Meraa

B

Singer f Movie

Music By f Lyricist

Usha Iyer. A&sha Bhosle
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Actor f Category

A O Burmam

(1972)

Lata Mangeshkar

Hare Rama Hare KErishna

Anand Bakshi

Shulam Mohammad

Pakeszah (1572)

Majrooh Sultanpuri

Chalte Chalte, Yuhi Eoi Mil
Gayaa Tha

B *

Lata Mangeshkar

Shulam Mohammad

Pakeszah (1572)

K=ifi Azmi

Sachhai Chhup Mahin Sakti

v

Kishore Kumar

Laxmikant Pyarelal

Dushman (1971)

Anand Bakshi

Chingari Koi Bhadke

Qv %

Kishore Kurmar

R O Burmamn

Amar Prem (1972)

Anand Bakshi

Duniya Me Logo Ko Dhokha
Kabhi Ho Jata Hai

v

fAsha Bhosle, R O Burman

R O Burmamn

Apna Desh (1972)

Anand Bakshi

Yea Jesvan Hai Is Jiwan Ka, Yahi
Hai Rang Rup

B *

Kishore Kumar

Laxmikant Pyarelal

Piyva Ka Ghar (1972)

Anand Bakshi

Ye Kyva Hua, Kaise Hua, Kab
Hua, Kyu Hua, Jab Hua, Tab
Hua

B

Kishore Kumar

R O Burmamn

Amar Prem (1972)

Anand Bakshi

Aap Yaha Aaye Kisliye

Qv *x

Kishore Kumar, Asha
Bhaosle

Shankar Jaikishan

Kal Aaj Aur Kal (1971)

MNe=raj

Binaca Geetmala

Aankhon Aankho Mein Bat Hone
Do

1 %

fAsha Bhosle, Kishare
Kumar

Shankar Jaikishan

Aankhon Aankhon Mein
{1972)

Hasrat Jaipuri

Annual List (1971)
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On the lighter side....

Have you heard the joke about yoga. Never-
mind its a bit of a stretch.

Why should you never play poker at the zoo?
Too many cheetahs

Never confide in a vacuum cleaner. They’re
always collecting dirt

Me: Would you like to be the sun in my life?
Her: Awww... Yes!!! Me: Good then stay 92.96
million miles away from me

Teacher: How much is a gram? Tyronne:
Uhmm, depends on what you need

Why are frogs always so happy? They eat what-
ever bugs them

Some guy called me a tool. So I got hammered
and nailed his girlfriend. Guess he was right.

I went down the street to a 24-hour grocery
store. When I got there, the guy was locking the
front door. I said, “Hey! The sign says you're
open 24 hours” He Said, “Yes, but not in a row!”
Yo momma so fat, she doesn't need internet,
she’s already worldwide.

Q: Why can you never trust an atom? A: Be-

www.Asia Times.US

-

cause they make up everything.

M

Two women are walking home from the bar,
they both have to piss so they slip into a nearby
cemetery. One uses her panties to wipe herself,
and the other uses a reef off a head stone. Next
night, the husbands meet at the bar, one looks
at the other and says, “I'm gonna have to watch
my wife, she came home with no panties last
night” The other one says, “Oh well, mine came
home with a card wedged in her ass saying,
“You were loved and will be missed by the whole

b2l

entire fire department.
I was sitting in a bar one day and two really
large women came in, talking in an interesting
accent. So I said, “Cool accent, are you two la-
dies from Ireland?” One of them snarled at me,
“It's Wales, Dumbo!” So I corrected myself, “My
apologies, so are you two whales from Ireland?”

PAGE 44

would you mind if I crossed your field instead
of going around it? You see, I have to catch the
4:30 PM train” The farmer says, “Sure, go right
ahead. And if my bull sees you, you'll even
catch the 4 PM one.

Doctor: “I'm sorry, but you suffer from a ter-
minal illness and only have 10 to live” Patient:
“What do you mean 10? 10 what? months?
weeks?” Doctor: “9, 8, 7..7

Q: What do cheap hotels and designer jeans
have in common? A: No ballroom.

Q: Why do hamburgers go to the gym? A: To
get better buns!

Teacher: What is the value of Pi? Student: De-
pends on what pie. Usually it’s $12.99.

Q. How much room is needed for fungi to
grow? A. As mushroom as possible

How is Christmas like your job? You do all
the work and the fat guy in the suit gets all the
credit.

Where do cows go on Friday night? To the
MOOOOOvies

I have a phobia of over engineered buildings. I
have a complex complex complex.
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