When I last preached on this text 15 years ago, SLIDE

I preached it as one who was still looking for my bride 



so that I could become a bridegroom.  

God is good and faithful SLIDE

in that is no longer the case and this morning, 



it is just that my bride and children are up in the Yukon 




enjoying their three day weekend while we still have sunshine.

As a bachelor until age 35, 


I can echo in all of these hallelujah's.  


These praise God's.  

For the dating world was hard 


even in the late 90's and and early 2000's.  

People you were dating, 


easily had the ability to be in communication with other people 



in places you never heard of.  


There were no pins to give out to identify who was going steady.  

So I found out more than once, 


I was just another fish on the line.  

So I can sing with the multitude of heaven 


who shout Hallelujah, 



because the great prostitute has been condemned 



for leading people away from being faithful. 

I forget this fact more than I remember, 


but this passage is the only place in the New Testament 


that uses this very familiar word, SLIDE


Hallelujah.  

Our NIV version makes it the only place in scripture, 


unless you check the footnotes.  

It decided to translate “Hallelu Jah” in Hebrew


 with “Praise the Lord” 



in all of the Hallel Psalms.  

Partly out of respect to the commandment, 


not taking the Lord's name in vain.  

Remember, 


the Jewish people did not want to write out the full name of Yahweh, 



so they just used YHWH.  

Hallelu, means “to praise.”  

The Jah at the end is just the first two letters of the already shorted YHWH.  


A place where our legalism starts to create a system 



where we don't even realize what we are saying anymore.

But like the 35 year old me, 


we hear heaven praising God 



for dealing with Babylon the prostitute 



and the 24 elders joining in affirming this, 


telling us that we are in the throne room.  

Then we reach a point SLIDE

that we have talked about during Lent 


and Jesus tells a parable about.  

If you remove something, 


like the prostitute 


or in Jesus' parable a demon, 

and don't replace it with something new, 


it is going to come back with a vengeance.  

For as humans, 


we are created to worship something or someone.  

And Demons are always on the buyers market 


and Jesus tells us they will just grab some of their stronger friends 



and fill your house 


making it worse than before.

So we reach the fourth Hallelujah SLIDE

and see Jesus being true to his word.  

He gives us something besides the Harlot 


to fill that need for worship.  

He gives us the bridegroom.  

I can affirm 


that being married is way better than dating.  


Than worrying that you have to keep earning 



or paying for the love that you are receiving from your partner.  

Knowing that Lisa is committed to me 


and I am committed to her, 



has freed me to get to know others better.  


I don't have a part of me constantly asking, 



“God, could this be the one you have for me?


I get to just know who they are.

Now, from the beginning of our time in Revelation, 


I have been making a case for Revelation SLIDE


not as a book that predicts the future, 



but as a discipleship manual 




that helps us as followers of Christ, 



follow Christ.  

As I have waded into all that Jesus packed into chapter 19 


and John recorded, 

I might expand that discipleship manual 


to a marriage manual.  

Everything in this book 


has been leading us to be ready for this marriage to the lamb.  

Verse 7b reads, SLIDE

“For the wedding of the Lamb has come, 



and his bride has made herself ready.”  

How does the bride make herself ready?  


Through her righteous acts.  


By choosing the ways of the lamb 



over the ways of the lion or the Harlot.  

The same way I chose Lisa 

and Lisa chose me 


instead of all the other fish that are in the sea.  SLIDE
We made commitments to each other on December 13, 2013


solidified those commitments on April 29, 2014 before God



the State of Washington



and our friends and family, 


and have had to remake those commitments every day since.

Now I am not just saying this is a marriage manual 


because of chapter 19.  

Jesus has been working this angle for a long time in Revelation 


and the story of scripture. 

At the beginning of this book 


as Jesus was talking to the seven churches, 



we see the same story being played out, SLIDE
if we know the Jewish 3 part process of marriage 


with betrothal ceremony or engagement, 


preparing for the wedding, 


and the wedding supper itself.  

In the betrothal ceremony, SLIDE

the groom met with the father 


and the bride was bought with a price.  

That should sound familiar to each of us, 


but we try to make it sound important 



by calling it, “Substitutionary Atonement.”  

But the one who owned us, 


the world, 



was paid our value 




when Jesus went to the cross.  

We can call it substitutionary atonement, 


or we can call it 



being engaged to the lamb.  

Next week at this table, 


we will again borrow from the engagement process, 



when we bless the cup.  


At the benediction of the ceremony, 



you would see a glass raised and hear, 




“This cup is a new covenant.”  

At which point, SLIDE

the groom would depart, 



leaving the bride with her father, 


while he went back to his father's horse 



to prepare a place for her to live.  

This would take a year or so.  

The bride also would prepare herself during this time.  


As we know from Mary and Joseph's story, 



engagement was legally and spiritually binding, 



but not yet physically a reality.  


If the male died during this time apart, 



the woman was considered a widow 


and if it was broken off, 



it was considered a divorce.

Near the end of the year period, 


the best man and others would journey with the groom 



to the bride's house.  SLIDE
As Matthew 25:6 tells us, 


a shout of “Here is the bridegroom! 



Come out.  



Come out to meet him would happen.  
Then the bride would come out  


with her maidens carrying lamps, 



since around midnight seemed like the best time for this, 


and the wedding feast would begin 



and continue for the next 7-14 days.

To connect the dots, SLIDE

you are not just a disciple of Christ. 

We have so far also been called priests, 


co-regents, 


witnesses, 


and martyrs in this document.  

But most of all, SLIDE

we are the Bride of Christ.  

That is why our faithfulness matters to Jesus.  


That is why the harlot is vanquished finally.  

Because when we are running around with someone else 


besides God, 

we are not being faithful in our engagement.  

When Jesus returns for us, 



even though we don't know the day or the hour, 

we like the bride 


in Matthew's parable, 



are to be ready.  

So Jesus sends this vision to John and the churches 


to get them ready.  

His critiques in chapter 2 and 3 should sound familiar to the marriage plan.  SLIDE
First critique, 


“You have lost your first love.”  

Final critique, 


“Here I am! 



I stand at the door and knock. 


If anyone hears my voice 



and opens the door, 




I will come in and eat with him, 




and he with me.”  


When the groom came, 



he stood at the door and knocked.  

He hoped the bride would open the door 


and the marriage supper would begin.  
That is assuming


 that we listened to the 4th instruction as well, SLIDE


not to join Jezebel 




with her sexual immorality and idol worship.  

Because if we are, 


we are committing adultery against our bridegroom. 

Jesus is encouraging us to get ready.  


But it becomes a little murky 



on who does the work of getting ready.  

Verse 7 says the 


“bride has made herself ready.”  

Verse 8 says, 


“Fine linen, 



bright and clean, 




was given to her to wear.”  

Further clarification comes 


that the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.  

As we try and figure out who does the work, 


the answer is the same in any marriage, 



both the bride and the groom.  

But we need to remember, 


at this point, 


at the marriage supper, 

the bride and groom have been one for the past year.  


They are already a couple. SLIDE
So the groom does things to support the bride 

and the bride does things to support the groom.  


This is done, 



in response to the earlier commitment of the engagement.

So while the first three Hallelujah's of our text 


are in response to the judgement of the great prostitute, 

they are also praising God, 


because now the path is clear 



for the marriage feast to begin.  


There is nothing that is going to entice the bride to be unfaithful.  

So God's name is praised 


because everything is at last ready to happen.  

This is also why we get the 7th beatitude of Revelation, SLIDE

the “You lucky Dog!” of verse 9, 



“‘Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!’  

We are invited as bride and guest, 


because the person next to you is also invited as bride and guest.  

So let us remember SLIDE

that we are currently engaged, 


Jesus has paid the price, 


he is going to prepare a place for us, 


that we drink to the cup of the new covenant, 

and that one day we will join with all creation 


to praise God for the marriage feast of the lamb that will happen 

and we will consummate the union physically with Jesus then 


and the church, 



his bride and he are made one.
