In the commentary that I used to lay out our preaching schedule for the year, 


the writer grouped these two stories 


with the demoniac that will come next week 



and titled them Chaos miracles.  

The last three weeks have been healing miracles 

and now we move into chaos miracles.  


The chaos of calming the storm 



is easily agreed upon 


and the two demoniacs with a number of spirits that could fill a herd of pigs 



is believable as chaos.  




Any time you get a herd of pigs leads to chaos, 





even if they are not demon possessed.

But introducing these chaos miracles 


are these two stories of disciples of Jesus answering the call of Jesus with a, 



“Please hold, 




I will answer your call as soon as I can.”  

Now various translations call this short exchange, 


“The Cost of Following Jesus,” 


“Discipleship Tested,” 


“Would-Be Followers of Jesus,” 


and “Your Business is Life, Not Death.”  

How do these stories relate to the chaos that Jesus has control over 


and how do they connect with calming the storm?  

As the titles suggest, 


the first story has to do with the challenge of being a disciple of Jesus.  

The first example is an enthusiastic follower who is ready to do anything.  


He reminds me of a first year fire department volunteer in May, 



before the season is in full swing.  


“I am going to do every training, 


respond to every page out, 



let us do more community outreach!”  


We usually don't let them get in on planning things 



until they have been working for a month 


when suddenly, 



their lives are much busier 




and they make one meeting 




and an occasional call.  

Jesus' cautionary tale to the disciple is in a similar vein, 


there is a cost to discipleship.  

The one you want to go where ever with, 


has no place to lay his head, 


no home of his home, 



when even foxes and birds do, 




but not the Son of Man.  

Jesus' warning is to be aware of the cost.  


Coming off the sermon on the mount, 



we should be aware of the cost.  


Jesus tells us we will be persecuted if we are following the beatitudes.   



It is the world's natural reaction to such living.  

Now, Jesus lays out another notice.  


Not only is persecution in your future, 


but comfort and your routine might have to go out the door.  

Jesus is taking this show on the road.  


And from the way that the follower says this, 



it can come across as if Jesus should be blessed 




to have this man as his follower.  

The title of teacher instead of Lord 


may indicate that he is just considering joining the movement.  



He has looked at other options 




and Jesus seems to have the best teaching.  


So the warning that his life schedule will have to change 



is a fair one.  



It is also one we do not like to hear.  


We have our times when we are available to people, 



times that work well to meet, 



to go out, 




and then there is our time.  


But Jesus today might have to say to us, 



set your alarm clock, 



ask someone to drive you there in the dark, 



leave the comfort of your home after dinner.  


That is, 



if you want to be my disciple.  

If comfort and routine are your first priority, 


then that is who you worship and actually consider Lord. 

 But travel with me 


and I will need to be your Lord, 


not just your teacher.

To drive home Jesus' call for him to be first priority in our lives, 


we have the second disciple saying, 



“I will follow, 




but I have this one thing to take care of first.”  

Now that one thing is the burying of his father, 


which in Jewish culture was an honorable and valid request.  



Jacob had requested that he be taken back from Egypt to Israel 




once he had died 




and be buried with his fathers.  



This request was honored by Pharaoh to Joseph, 




and has been a priority ever since.   

So does this make Jesus rude and unfaithful to the Jewish tradition?  


Some would point out that the Father may not be dead yet, 



but the man needed to stick around to fulfill his familial duties, 




before he could be free to pursue life free from the family bond.  


This should sound familiar to us, 



does it not?  


The priorities of family coming first in our life.  



Does Jesus have a problem with this?  




This family first mindset.




Or this focus on the family?

The answer is absolutely and positively, 


“Yes!”  



Jesus has a big issue with this.  

If family is first, 


guess who is second?  



Jesus.  

This has been a new struggle in my walk as a disciple of Jesus, 


because if I don't read my bible, 



Jesus is not screaming and crying.  


But if I ignore Eva when her diaper is full 


or her stomach empty, 



she makes clear and concise demands 




that she move up on the scale of priorities.  

But Jesus does not accept second place.  


Jesus is like a fictional race car driver who said, 



“If you are not first, 




you are last.”  

Now as he is eventually corrected that there is 2nd, 3rd, 4th, even 5th place, 


Jesus still wants first and only first place in our life.

When we place Jesus second to anything, 


that other thing becomes the Lord of our life.  


The ruler.  

What we turn to when things get desperate, 


when we are surrounded by chaos.  

While Eva has many redeeming qualities, 


she currently is not the go to person in a crisis.  



Her smile could bring some calm, 



but her verbal skills are still lacking.

So after Jesus has told us that following him requires putting him first 


and life will not be easy and comfortable, 

we turn to the story of Jesus calming the storm.  


Again we see Jesus' words being put into action.  

He said that he has no place to lay his head, 


so we see him laying his head at the back of a boat 



as he is one the move from one place to the next.  

Then the storm arises 


and his disciples call upon him to save them.  

Now, in contrast to Jonah's story, 


They do not ask Jonah to pray to his God to save them, 



but that Jesus himself save them.  


They are getting some of the pieces right.  


They ask Jesus to be saved 



and they are starting to understand the travails and discomfort in traveling.

So then why does Jesus call them men of little faith?  


Just because a horrendous storm is threatening to sink their boat 



in the middle of the lake, 




they are afraid.  

Having lived in an area 


where the winds bring fierce waves to our little body of water on a frequent basis, 



we are likely to give the disciples a break.  


More than once I have thanked God 



as I have come behind the wave barrier in the harbor 




to be out of the storm.  


So is Jesus unfair in calling them 



“men of little faith?”

If Jesus was just a man, 


it would be.  

But as their question leads us to realize after he has spoken and calmed the storm, 


“Who is this, 




that even the winds and the sea obey him?” 

Jesus is more than just a man.  

He is also God.  


That is partly why they called him Lord 



instead of teacher.  


He is more than the emperor, 


more than the president of the United States.  



He actually is God.  

That is why the wind and the waves obey him.  

That is why he is able to speak directly to the wind and the waves 


and they respond.  

Now, again 


holding the Jonah story in contrast, 



Jonah stopped the wind and the waves, 




but  did so by calling upon his God 




and being thrown into the sea.  



Jonah spoke to God 




and God stopped the wind and the waves.  

Jesus, 


as God, 



spoke to the waves 



and they stopped immediately.  

There was no longer a middle man.

That is why they were chastised for having little faith.  


They did not live out the reality of who Jesus was.  



The God Man among them.  

They knew he could heal like God.  


But they had yet to accept that Jesus also had control over chaos like God.  

When life became uncomfortable, 


as Jesus had warned the first disciple it would, 



they did not realize that Jesus could carry them through 




the time of not being able to lay their head down.  



That even though it meant not having all the comforts of life, 




they would have their daily bread 




and the Lord's protection 





and provision in their lives.

Matthew tells this story 


because it illustrated the reality that Jesus had proclaimed to his disciples.  



Life is hard.  

When you do what I call you to do, 


storms are going to arise.  

Now storms are going to also arise if we ignore what God calls us to do 


because we are going against the grain of the Kingdom.  

But the inverse is unfortunately not true.  


If we are going with the grain of the Kingdom of God, 



we are then going against the grain of World, 




where chaos tries to reign.  


But the good news Jesus has for his disciples is, 



“I am Lord over chaos as well.”

As disciples, 


chaos is going to come early and often 



as we try and follow Jesus, 



because it wants us to follow it 




rather than Jesus.  

But as we enter find ourselves in that chaos, 


may we have a deeper faith than the disciples.  

They knew that Jesus might be able to save them, 


but they also felt they were going to die.  



Jesus was their last ditch effort to save themselves.




After paddling hard,




bailing the boat, 




trimming the sails,




trying to do everything themselves,





they finally called on Jesus.

If they really had faith in Jesus,


 Jesus would have been the first place they turned, 



before they had struggled against the wind and the waves, 



rowing and bailing water.  

Now they may still might have had to bail water 


or row hard if Jesus called them to, 

but if they would have put Jesus first, 


they would have been blessed for being full of faith like the centurion 



who knew the power of Jesus.  

They also would not have been so afraid.  

So when you find yourself in a place of fear, 


I invite you to ask yourself, 



what place is Jesus holding in this situation?  




First, 




last, 





or even 2nd or 3rd?  

Then ponder,


“How would my perspective be different 



if he were first?”  

And finally ask, 


“Is anything that is happening 



something that Jesus did not tell me might happen as his disciple?  




Persecution, 




no comfort or home.  

Priorities matter to Jesus 


and to us.  

Let us keep them in proper order 


and watch our faith grow 



as we see Jesus step into the chaos 




time and again and tame it, 





telling it to be still. 
