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WITH HONOR AND COURAGE
Overture For Band

“With Honor and Courage” was composed in the Spring of 2023 in honor of our military service
members, who stand guard to protect and defend the Constitution ‘against all enemies, foreign
and domestic.” From 1775 to the present, these soldiers, airmen, sailors, and now space force,
have continually dedicated themselves to be the protectors of our sovereign republic at great
personal loss.

Notes on the composition

The piece begins with the A section Allegro, exemplifying the courage required to maintain our
Freedom. The trumpet solo in the B section represents the honor that each service member carries
with them through battle and their longing for home and family. The A section returns as a driving
force all the way to the end!

Notes on the Composer

Charles Booker (b. 1952), a native of Natchez, Mississippi, is a retired U.S. Army Bandmaster, and former
Associate Professor at the University of Arkansas - Fort Smith. He served the university as Director of Jazz
Studies, Director of Bands, and Chair of the Music Department. During his tenure at UA Fort Smith he
taught trumpet, band, jazz band, conducting, music theory, orchestration and composition. Mr. Booker
studied composition with Hank Levy (composer/arranger for Stan Kenton), Dr. Steve Strunk and Dr. James
Balentine, and conducting with Dr. Robert Garofalo and Dr. Robert Rustowicz. Mr. Booker attended the
Armed Forces School of Music, and received his degrees from the University of the State of New York and
the University of Texas at San Antonio. He later completed courses for Texas teacher certification in
secondary music education at Texas State University. His compositions are published by Alfred, Kendor,
Lecta Music, Potenza Music, Print Music Source, Southern Music Company, and Wingert-Jones. Mr.
Booker’s music has been performed internationally by schools, universities, community bands and
professional bands and orchestras that include the Fort Smith Symphony Orchestra, the U.S. Army Band
and Orchestra ("Pershing’s Own"), the U.S. Army Field Band, the U.S. Military Academy Band (West
Point), the U.S. Air Force Band of Mid-America and the U.S. Air Force Academy Band. Mr. Booker’s
2lyear career in the U.S. Army included service in the Fifth Army Band in San Antonio, Texas, staff arranger
for the Army Field Band, bandmaster of Army Bands in Louisiana, Germany, New York City, and director
of the Jazz Ambassadors in Washington, D.C.
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