Aim: How did the American Revolution begin?


I. The Beginning of the American Revolution
· Most colonists did not favor independence 

· 1775 Paul Revere and William Dawes took the “midnight ride

· April 19 1775 a shot rang out 

· Minutemen militia who vowed to be ready for battle in a minute's notice

· The first battle was at Lexington and Concord

· The Revolution was on
II. Major Battles & Events of the American Revolution
a. The Battle at Bunker Hill

· Americans retreated but hurt Britain

· gave the colonists confidence

b.   The Olive Branch Petition
· July 5, 1775 was the last attempt at peace

c. The Arrival of Washington
· December 25, 1776, Washington crossed the Delaware River and beat the British
· This was a boost for the American war effort
· Battle of Saratoga: the British surrendered 
· Considered a key turning point in the war
d. Treaty with France
· Benjamin Franklin met with France

· France and Spain joined to fight the British

e. War in the South
· Lord Cornwallis led the British to many victories 
f. The Battle of Yorktown
· 1781 American troops managed to force the British army to Yorktown

· The French fleet attacked the British in Chesapeake Bay 

· French began bombarding the British forts

· Cornwallis was trapped and on October 19, 1781, he surrendered

· The surrender has a devastating affect on the British government

g. The Treaty of Paris

· The British wanted to negotiate an end to the war

· Signed on September 3, 1782

· The treaty officially recognized American independence

TERMS

· Britain recognized the United States of America

· set new borders for the U.S  

· America agreed to pay all existing debts owed to Britain 

· They also agreed not to persecute loyalists 

· Loyalists are colonists who remained loyal to the Britain

