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MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT
Has it only been three months
since I did this?? Time flies when
you’re having fun.
The big event recently was the
National Congress in Knoxville,
Tenn., on July 6-17. Your ALSSAR
was very ably represented by 23
delegates which had prepared themselves by a GoToMeeting teleconference where a myriad of issues was
discussed. These discussions proved
most beneficial when the discussions
of Congress were begun.
For all those who are fairly new to
our organization and are unsure of
what the Congress is, let me give you
a brief explanation. The SAR is governed at the national level by trustees
elected by each state society.
Each state is authorized one elected trustee, one alternate trustee and
state delegates elected to represent
them at Congress. The number of
delegates each state is permitted is
proportionate to its membership and
delegates only participate at the
annual Congress.
There is a national Congress each
summer close to July 4 and two
Leadership Conferences held each
year, one in Spring and one in Fall.
These three gatherings of the SAR
officers, trustees, and delegates are
the times when decisions are made
on the past, present and future business of the SAR.
See MESSAGE, Page 2
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Maples, Robert (Bob) L. Anderson, W. Larry Crabtree, James
Alexander, David Billings, Tennessee Valley chapter; and Don
L. Roberson, Charles Nuckolls
and Bobby Joe Seales, Cahaba
Coosa chapter.
Ladies who accompanied
their husbands were Beverly J.
Thornton, Rita Pickette, Elizabeth Wells, Kay Anderson,
Susan Crabtree, Abby Alexander, Dianne Seales and Nancy
Billings. We were represented
by members who were firsttime attendees and by those
who have attended 25 or more
Congresses.

ALSSAR compatriot C.
Bruce Pickette was among
six recipients of the Minuteman Award at the 2017,
joining Paul R. Callanan of
Michigan, Lance Carter and
Finlay J. Coles of West Virginia, John H. Franklin Jr.,
of Ohio and Rev. James C.
Taylor of Texas in receiving
the most prestigious award
offered by the National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution.
It was established in 1951
to recognize compatriots
who have made distinguished and exceptional contributions of service to the
National Society.
A total of 401 compatriots
have been recognized with
the Minuteman Award, including 12 from the Alabama
Society. Two of those, Rod
Hildreth and Lee Swart, were
among six Minutemen recognized for attending their 25th
Congress.
Pickette, a member of the
Gen. Richard Montgomery
chapter, was escorted by
President General Stephen A.
Leishman (Minuteman Class
of 2008). Compatriot Pickette
has served the National Society as the Librarian General
for three terms. He has served
as a National Trustee and an
Alternate Trustee for the Alabama Society for one year
each.
Pickette has served on the
following committees: the
Library & Archives Committee for nine years; the Americanism Committee for eight

See CONGRESS, Page 5

See PICKETTE, Page 4

—Photo courtesy of Bruce Pickette

ALSSAR president Hal Thornton speaks to BOM
members about increasing and retaining membership.

ALSSAR delegates enjoy
trip to 2017 Congress
Twenty-two delegates representing the Alabama Society
attended the 2017 Congress on
July 6-13 in Knoxville, Tenn.
Those delegates included William (Bill) O. Stone and Bruce
Buehler, Gen. John Archer
Elmore chapter; Phil (Rod) Hildreth and Lee Swart, Little River chapter; C. Bruce Pickette,
Gen. Richard Montgomery
chapter; John R. Wallace, Wiregrass chapter; Robert D. England, Shoals chapter; Mike
Wells, J. Fred Olive and Roger
C. Vaughan, Birmingham chapter; Edmon H. McKinley and
Price L. Legg, Gen. Galvez
chapter; Harold (Hal) E.
Thornton, Mac Moon, James H.
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Message
(Continued from Page 1)
We pattern our state organizational meetings in much the same way with our spring
and fall Board of Manager’s (BOM) meetings and our annual business meeting and
convention.
At the Congress in July, attended by the
national officers, trustees and state delegates, national officers are elected and discussions regarding by-laws changes, financial decisions, and all other business matters for the SAR are discussed and voted on
by the trustees and delegates.
I know all of this is confusing, but it is
important for you to know that when you
hear us talking about the National Congress
and Leadership Conferences, we are actually discussing the business of your Society.
Speaking of Congress, one of the main
topics was one which you have heard me
speak of at nearly every chapter I’ve visited
and that is recruiting and retaining new
members. Let me tell you, it is a common
subject in every chapter in the SAR nationwide.
Our news for ALSSAR is great because
our new member numbers are growing
very well. That is directly attributable to the
individual efforts of each and every one of
you. We’ve discussed many times collectively and individually how to recruit and
how to retain members. It has occurred to
me that nearly everything that we’ve discussed can be broken down into what I call
the three I’s:
INCLUDE, INFORM, and INVOLVE
We INCLUDE new members when we
bring them in through our personal relationship and make them feel like a part of
an organization with which they have a
personal interest and identity;
We INFORM our members of all our
activities and what we are doing and why
we are doing what we are doing, giving
them an understanding of SAR and who we
are and what we are all about;
We INVOLVE them in all our activities,
to include chapter meetings, BOM’s, Leadership Conferences, and National Congress, we make them a part of our organization.
It has been my experience that without
the three I’s being practiced, no organization has a long life. Thank you again for all
that each of you do for the SAR, from bottom to top. It is a great organization, but
like all organizations, it is no better than the
collective effort of each and every member.
Remember, that you are all unique Americans, because you are Americans by Heredity.
—Hal Thornton

Nuckolls, Martin add to growing list
of GWEF Fellows from ALSSAR
Established in 1993, the George Washington Endowment Fund (GWEF) was created to provide funding to underfunded or unfunded NSSAR committees and special
projects. Over the years this has been expanded to include monies for National Outreach programs and, when possible, to provide financial assistance to projects sponsored by the state societies. This is a permanently restricted fund (the corpus may
not be spent) which is dependent upon SAR members and friends to make a contribution to the fund in order for the corpus to grow. This gift cannot be spent and will
continue to provide funding for the society, even after the donor is deceased. Today,
the GWEF is valued in excess of
1.8 million dollars with 80 percent
of the earnings being used to support its charter.
During the past several years,
the Alabama Society has been the
recipient of numerous grants from
the GWEF for special projects
relating to the Revolutionary War:
The General Galvez monument in
Baldwin County; distinctive descriptive signs of General Galvez
activities in the Mobile area; the
state-sponsored grave marking of
Jim Capers, a free black man who
fought in the Revolutionary War;
—Photo courtesy of Bobby Joe Seales
and most recently, funds to assist
with the printing of the Alabama Scott Martin, left, receives his GWEF
map and brochure relating to the
Revolutionary War for the Ala- pin from Bobby Joe Seales at CahabaCoosa chapter meeting on Aug. 20.
bama Welcome Centers.
To become a George
Washington Fellow, an
individual simply has to
commit to a $1,000 donation to the endowment
either as a one-time gift or
it can be paid out in $200
increments
over
five
years. Once this has been
done, the fellow will nev—Photo courtesy of Bobby Joe Seales
er be asked to contribute
again to the endowment. GWEF Fellow Glenn Nivens, left, Bobby Joe
With the first payment,
the person will receive a Seales, right, present Charles Nuckolls with his
gold lapel pin with the bust GWEF pin at Cahaba-Coosa’s July meeting.
of George Washington and
a distinctive certificate. Within the Alabama Society more than 100 members have
become GW fellows, including the wives of several members.
The GWEF is overseen by a board of seven members – three appointed by the PG
and four members elected by the GW fellows themselves at the Congress. The Alabama Society is well represented on this board with Bill Stone serving as chairman
and John Wallace as vice-chairman, along with Bobby Joe Seales as chairman of the
Fund Raising Committee.
If you are interested in becoming a fellow, click on the GWEF brochure link
https://members.sar.org/media/uploads/pages/248/lgAaH6naCRjA.pdf
for more
information and an application. Print and complete the application, return by mail
with your check, payable to NSSAR GWEF, to Bobby Joe Seales, P.O. Box 89,
Alabaster, AL 35007. Should you need further information please contact Bobby
Joe Seales (bjseales@bellsouth.net) or either compatriots Wallace or Stone.
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Wiregrass area holds 17th Constitution Week luncheon
Approximately 70 SAR and DAR
members, along with several guests,
joined the SAR’s Wiregrass chapter and
the DAR’s John Coffee County chapter
for the group’s 17th annual Constitution
Week luncheon on Sept. 21.
Over the years this has become a tradition for both SAR and DAR members
within the Wiregrass area to honor both
members and residents who have made a
positive impact on the local area.
In addition to having four former
ALSSAR presidents in attendance, including Dr. J.Fred Olive III, ALSSAR
national trustee, the members were also
pleased to welcome Carolyn Dunaway,
ASDAR Organizing Secretary; Elizabeth Gillian, ASDAR Corresponding
Secretary; and Annabel Markel, ASDAR
Southeastern Director.
Other ALSSAR past presidents in attendance were Bobby Joe Seales,
Marvin Vickers and John Wallace.
The support over the years shown by
both current and former leaders of the
two groups has been instrumental in
making this event so successful. The
close working relationship between the
two hereditary groups within Coffee
County has resulted in numerous joint
events within the Wiregrass honoring
our patriot ancestors, and certainly over
the years the ladies have provided valuable leads for new SAR members.
The speaker for the day was Alabama
200 Ambassador Bobby Joe Seales, who
brought the attendees up to date on the
wide variety of activities being planned
within the state in preparation of the
200th anniversary of Alabama statehood
in December, 2019.
He stressed all of us should become
involved in honoring the people, places

—Photo by Diane Seales

Wiregrass chapter president Perry Vickers, left, presents Law Enforcement
Medal to Sgt. Michael O’Hara and his wife.
and events that played such an important
role in the development of our state.
Sgt. Michael O'Hara from the Troy Police Department was recognized with a
SAR Law Enforcement Medal. He has
been in law enforcement for 18 years and
holds a BA and Masters from Troy University. Michael is also very accomplished
with the bugle and volunteers to play
“Taps” at all types of events in the area,
including a recent SAR grave marking.
Dr. Dan Sawyer of Enterprise was
acknowledged with a Bronze Good Citizenship Medal for his work over the
years in organizing and supporting a
—Photo courtesy of Bob Doherty

Revolutionary brochure earns public display
The Alabama American Revolution brochure, shown
here on display at the Morgan County archives, is an
impressive, informative brochure that was several
years in the making by many compatriots of the Alabama Society. Once the brochure was prepared funding was received from the Alabama Tourism Department and the NSSAR’s George Washington Endowment Fund for printing the document. The tourism
department distributed the brochure to the state’s
eight welcome centers and SAR compatriots have begun distributing the document to county archives,
libraries, schools and youth program participants.
Comments received to date have been very positive.

wide variety of cultural activities here in
Coffee County.
Without a doubt both of these gentlemen have displayed an interest in improving the quality of life within the
Wiregrass area.
Certainly, the ladies of the John Coffee
chapter are to be commended for their
decorations for the luncheon. Those attending were also thanked for their donations of toiletries for the Veterans at
the VA hospital in Tuskegee along with
some 30 door prizes which were presented at the end of the program.
—John Wallace
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In Memory…
The Gen. Richard Montgomery chapter recently lost one of
its members on Aug. 27 with the passing of GEORGE WILLIAM GAYLE JR. He was 65.
Gayle was born on July 9, 1952 in Birmingham and spent the
first six years of his life on the southside of that city before his
parents moved to Montgomery to take over a bankrupt snack
distributorship.
Gayle’s love for the outdoors started at an early age with his
membership in the Boy Scouts, where he reached the rank of
Life member before quitting at age 16 just two merit badges
shy of Eagle. In later years, he owned property in eastern
Montgomery County and Coosa County simply for hunting
purposes and was president of his hunting club. He also served
as a guide for hunting and fishing trips up until the time of his
death.
He was active in sports early, setting several junior high records in track at Capitol Heights before concentrating on the
outdoors.
A 1971 graduate of Robert E. Lee High, he worked in construction on the building of Interstate 65 through the peninsula
of Montgomery, Elmore and Autauga counties and for a time
in his father’s business before getting into law enforcement.
He worked for several of his years with the City of Montgomery Park Rangers before getting a job with the Capitol
Police in 1979, protecting Guy Hunt, Jim Folsom Jr., Fob

Pickette
(Continued from Page 1)
years; the Newsletters & Periodicals Committee for seven years;
the ROTC/JROTC & Service Academies Committee for seven
years, serving as vice chairman for four of those years; the
Membership Committee for six years; the Registration, Education & Reporting Committee and the Retention & Reinstatement
Committee for five years each; and the Bylaws, Rules and Resolutions Committee for two years.
He developed the Friends of the Library Promotional Package
consisting of a lapel pin, tri-fold brochure and video promotion.
He is a recipient of the Lafayette Volunteer Service Medal for
work on correction of the approximately 12,000 pages of
scanned Family History files for the SAR Library.
Compatriot Pickette is a first-line sponsor on 20 new members
and assisted in organizing a chapter in Alabama. He has attended eight Congresses and 18 National Leadership Meetings. He is
a George Washington Fellow and a contributor to the SAR Center for Advancing America’s Heritage and a member of the SAR
Founders Circle.
Previous winners of the Minuteman Award from the Alabama
Society include Robert H. Smith (1953), William T. Carpenter
(1955), Robert P. Gordon (1959), Ryall S. Morgan (1968), John
L. McConnell (1984), Horace R. Jordan (1995), O. Lee Swart
(2001), P. Rod Hildreth (2003), John R. Wallace (2008), Larry
P. Cornwell (2012) and Michael C. Wells (2013).

George William Gayle Jr.
James and Don Siegelman. He moved over to the Alabama
Supreme Court as a deputy marshal and provided protection
for chief justices Gorman Houston, Drayton Nabors, Sue Bell
Cobb, Charles Malone and Roy Moore.
During his early years in law enforcement, he also entered
national shooting championships, finishing second in the state
most years to legendary State Trooper marksman Jim Collins.
At the national level, he finished as high as seventh.
In later years, he dedicated his spare time to running his business, which sold knives, scissors and similar equipment at flea
markets, primarily at Santuck and Tannehill.
He joined the Cradle of the Confederacy camp, Sons of Confederate Veterans, in 1993 and the Gen. Richard Montgomery
chapter, Sons of American Revolution, in 1995.
He retired from the state in 2016 after a career in law enforcement of more than 40 years. He spent much of his time
either hunting and fishing before losing his 15-day battle with
stomach cancer.
Survivors include his wife Vicky, son Hunter and daughter
Stephanie, along with his mother Tommie M. Gayle, brothers
Tim and John Gayle, sister Wendy Cale and four grandchildren along with several nephews and nieces. Gayle was preceded in death by his father, George.
Services were held Sept. 1 at Prattville Memorial Chapel.
Burial followed in Brookside Memorial Gardens in Millbrook.

Grave-marking ceremony
planned in Akron for Oct. 28
The Black Warrior River chapter is assisting Bill Daniel
of the Cahaba-Coosa chapter in a grave-marking ceremony
honoring Daniel’s patriot ancestor David Williams on Oct.
28 at the Williams Cemetery in Akron.
David Williams was commissioned as a private on Jan.
10, 1782 in Captain Coleman’s Company, reporting to
Colonel Abraham Shepherd of the 10th Regiment of the
Continental Army. He and his family moved to Alabama
in 1818.
Williams is the fifth great grandfather of Daniel, who
enlisted the help of David Jones of the Black Warrior River chapter for the ceremony.
A reception will be held at Tanglewood Plantation in
Akron on Oct. 28 at 1 p.m. Tanglewood was built in 1859
by Page Harris and given to the University of Alabama in
1949. It is used by the university to aid undergraduate and
graduate research in biodiversity and environmental processes. It is located approximately five miles east of Akron.
The ceremony at the Williams Cemetery, which is adjacent to the plantation, is scheduled to start at 2 p.m.
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—Photo courtesy of Larry Spears

John Archer Elmore compatriots provide patriotism at Independence Day celebration
Gen. John Archer Elmore compatriots participated in Prattville’s Independence Day parade for the second
consecutive year. Allen Herrod, above right, took the flag along for support and was joined in the celebration
by compatriots, above left, Herrod, Bill Stone, Rick Wells, Bruce Buehler, Paul Whaley and Larry Spears.
Congress
(Continued from Page 1)
Ladies who accompanied their husbands were Beverly J.
Thornton, Rita Pickette, Elizabeth Wells, Kay Anderson, Susan
Crabtree, Abby Alexander, Dianne Seales and Nancy Billings.
We were represented by members who were first-time attendees
and by those who have attended 25 or more Congresses. Our delegates were well informed, having had an opportunity to engage in
an online Go To Meeting discussion of the many proposed changes to the SAR Constitution and By Laws before going to Congress. The delegates expressed great approval of this opportunity
and recommended it be continued in the future. It prepared them
well for the discussions held at Congress.
There will be some changes initiated that will have an immediate impact on our ALSSAR and these are in the areas of
when applications are registered by NSSAR after Sept. 1, the
NSSAR dues paid will be considered as payment of the
NSSAR dues for the next calendar year. Other changes for
applications are that an applicant whose patriot was a supporter in his final actions of the American Revolution qualify as a
Patriot. Also, proposed changes to the application form implementation date has been pushed forward to next year.
Your Alabama Society and the individual chapters and compatriots fared very well in receiving accolades and recognition
for the outstanding participation and accomplishments in the
many youth programs and other areas of the Society. However,
there are several that deserve special recognition and mention.
C. Bruce Pickette was elected by the Congress as the Registrar
General.
In addition, to this position, Compatriot Pickette was selected by the Trustees of NSSAR to be one of this years’ selectees
for the coveted Minute Man award. This is the highest honor
that can be bestowed upon a member of the SAR, and selection is made by a special committee of Trustees and Minute
Men. There have been fewer than 400 recognized for this honor since its inception. Bruce also received the National Merito-

rious Medal for his three year term as the Librarian General.
We are honored to have five Minute Men in the Alabama Society — Lee Swart, Rod Hildreth, John Wallace, Mike Wells
and Bruce Pickette.
Also having been singled out for recognition of their exemplary service were Bill Stone and Bruce Buehler, who received
the Gold Roger Sherman Medal for their service as non-voting
members of the executive committee, Dr. Walter Brown Stevenson Jr., received the National Society Meritorious Service
Medal for his work for three years as the Chairman of the
Membership Committee and he received an oak leaf cluster for
the Liberty Medal which is given to a Compatriot who has
sponsored into membership 10 or more new members.
Another award presented to the state, but earned for the state
by a single individual is the Genealogist General’s Award for
the state with the lowest percentages of pended applications
for the year. Alabama won first place in this category, and it
was accomplished by Ron Bearden. What this means is that
this year Ron was the best state SAR Registrar in the world.
Ron also received an oak leaf cluster for the Liberty Medal.
The state and chapters won nine streamers for our flags, and
many more certificates.
The last to be mentioned is maybe the best, because our poster entry from Hartselle Elementary school won second place
nationally. This poster will be displayed in the NSSAR Headquarters building for the coming year. This is a great honor for
this young person and will also give you something to use as
encouragement for the future.
Our delegates, for the most part, had a very rewarding and
beneficial learning experience at our 2017 National SAR Congress. I encourage each and every one of you to consider attending a National Congress. The next one is in Houston, Texas, which is not too far to drive in July 2018 and it will be a
great experience for you.
—Hal Thornton
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—Photos by Linda Doherty

Tennessee Valley chapter holds summer social
Approximately 70 members and guests attended the Tennessee Valley summer social at the Whitesburg
Baptist Church on Aug. 18, above right. The chapter provided barbecue, baked beans, potato salad cole slaw
and drinks and members brought additional dishes. The evening’s entertainment consisted of dancing and
patriotic songs performed by David Dunlap, above left, who was dressed at Uncle Sam.

—Photo courtesy of Susan Crabtree

Ladies Auxiliary at Congress
The ALSSAR Ladies Auxiliary was
well represented at the 2017
Congress in Knoxville. Members
attending were Abby Alexander,
Nancy Billings, Kay Anderson, Rita
Pickette, Beverly Thornton, Elizabeth Wells, Diane Seales and Susan
Crabtree.
Auxiliary
members
attended the First Lady’s Tea on
Sunday, held a business meeting on
Monday and attended a luncheon
on Tuesday. At the business
meeting, ALSSAR First Lady
Beverly Thornton presented a check
for $250 from the ladies auxiliary to
president Karen Powell.

—Photo courtesy of Jason Williams

Constitution Week celebration
The Richard Henry Lee chapter recently hosted NSSAR President General Larry T. Guzy, who spoke at the Constitution Week
meeting in September. ALSSAR president Hal Thornton and several other guests were in attendance along with various DAR
chapter representatives.

S A R A LA B A MA

PAGE 7

Local historians entertain Galvez chapter meetings
Local historian Mike Bunn entertained
the Gen. Galvez compatriots at their September meeting on “British West Florida:
the Forgotten Colony.”
The meeting at Felix Seafood Restaurant
near USS Alabama Battleship Park opened
with chapter president John Goss recognizing new member Joe Booker and his
wife Lisa, prospective member Gary Dean
and the wives of members — Suzanne
McGaughy, Jean Legg and Doret Matthews.
Bunn currently serves as director of operations at historic Blakeley State Park in
Spanish Fort. Previously, he directed the
historic Chattahoochee Commission (a bistate agency operating in southeastern
Alabama and southwestern Georgia), and
worked as a curator with the Columbus
(Ga.) Museum and the Mississippi Department of Archives and History’s Museum
of Mississippi.
Mike obtained his undergraduate degree
from Faulkner University, and earned
master’s degrees in history and higher
education administration from the University of Alabama. He also completed a
graduate certificate in public history at the
University of West Georgia. Bunn is author or co-author of several books. He is
currently working with the University of
Alabama Press on a book about Alabama’s territorial and early statehood
years and with the University Press of
Mississippi on a book about Mississippi’s
early years with co-author Clay Williams.
Mike and his family live in Daphne
His talk was very enlightening if you
were not aware of the fact the British considered Florida as the 14th colony and
governed it accordingly.
The chapter’s July meeting was held at
the Bass Pro Shop in Daphne. The featured speaker was author and historian
Robert Glennon, chairman of the Baldwin

—Photo courtesy of Mike Glass

Robert Glennon receives certificate
from chapter president John Goss.

—Photo courtesy of Mike Glass

New Gen. Galvez compatriot Joe Booker, with wife Lisa, are
welcomed by chapter president John Goss at September meeting.

—Photo courtesy of Mike Glass

Mike Bunn receives certificate
from chapter president John Goss.
County Historical Development Commission. He represents a fourth generation of
Mobile and Baldwin county families; the
Glennons were prominent in Mobile history from the mid-1850s and were owners of
the (now Marriott) Grand Hotel at Point
Clear, AL for 38 years – the longest proprietorship in its history. He is also fourth
generation of Sibley and McNeill families
of Baldwin County, including tracing back
as a son of the American Revolution. Bob
has been published five times on topics of
American history.
He shared some family history with us
before his presentation. His family was
instrumental in starting the first radio sta-

tion in our area. This was state-of-the-art
technology at the time and there was no
format for broadcasting. His grandfather
was an history enthusiast and would tell
local history stories which the radio listeners enjoyed immensely. When music was
played, the entire band or group had to do
it inside the small radio room. His mother
recorded several interviews with the last
slave to be brought into America in Mobile.
Glennon’s topic was “Baldwin County
Before and After the American Revolution.” Anyone born in our area around
1740 and lived to be 80 years of age experienced many, many social and political
changes. They would have been under
French control, Spanish control, British
control and American control. Mobile has
been and is a very important shipping port
and commerce center. The language
changes in our area was barrier, consequently, the language of choice was Native
American, probably Choctaw. Our area
was also considered a “no man’s land”
because of the fog of politics. The French
sold Spanish territory to America. The
British claimed the area by conquest. The
Spanish defeated the British in the American Revolution. The Spanish joined the
British in the War of 1812. America defeated both during this war. I don’t believe
there are enough politicians in the world to
sort out this conundrum but America prevailed and “we the people” are much better off for it.
—Mike Glass
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Hartselle student surprised by poster contest award
By LAUREN ESTES-VELEZ
Hartselle Enquirer
A Hartselle Intermediate School student was given the second-place award
in a national poster contest after she won
first place in Hartselle, at the chapter
and at the state level competition earlier
this year.
In late January, then fifth-grade student Kayleen Coggin won first prize in
her school’s and chapter competition in
the Sons of the American Revolution
Poster Contest.
After being recognized as the school’s
winner, in February her poster was sent
to Huntsville to be on display and be
judged as part of the state competition.
On Thursday, Aug. 17, members of the
Tennessee Valley chapter of the Sons of
the American Revolution and the VFW
came to the intermediate school and
presented a program, which concluded
with the surprise unveiling of Coggin’s
national recognition.
“When I was told they were coming I
thought it might have to do with nationals, but I thought maybe they would just
congratulate me for winning state,” Coggin said. “I didn’t know I would get second at nationals. I’m just really excited.”
Coggin was presented with a $150
check that she said she would save for
her college fund.
“I’m really glad I did the poster contest and was able to win,” she said. “I
think everyone should do it and work
hard on it.”
Coggin was supported at the event by

—Photo courtesy of Bruce Pickette

Tennessee Valley chapter compatriot Bob Anderson with Kayleen
Coggin’s second-place poster on display.
her parents, Asa and Shannon Coggin,
grandmother Sallye Coggin and grandfather Matt Stiles.
Fifth-grade students were reminded
during the program that they would be
able to participate in the poster contest
again.
The Intermediate School had six fifth
graders earn honorable mention and one
fifth grader place during the initial con-

test including: Katee Anna Aker, Lennon Ashby, Kennedy Cataline, Stella
Gillette, Marilyn Snyder, Emilee
VanVleet and Kaylee Coggin won first
prize.
The winning poster on “John Sevier’s
Over Mountain Men and the Battle of
Kings’ Mountain” was from California.
The third-place poster, “Who was Alexander Hamilton?” was from Texas.

—Photo by Linda Doherty

Veterans honored at meeting
The Tennessee Valley chapter presented War Service Medals to four
compatriots and a Certificate of
Patriotism to another at the chapter’s regularly scheduled September
meeting. Veterans Recognition
Chairman Bob Doherty, far left,
presented War Service medals to,
from left, James Terrell (Southwest
Asia), Peter Booher (Vietnam), and
Joe Jones (Korea). In addition, an
NSSAR “Certificate of Patriotism”
was presented to Steve Pearce, far
right, for his military service.
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—Photos courtesy of David Jones

Chapters work together at cemetery
On Sept. 24, members of the SAR’s Black
Warrior River chapter and DAR’s Chief
Tuskaloosa chapter combined efforts to
clean the cemetery and grave of patriot
James “Horseshoe” Robertson. Members of
both chapters are related to Robertson. The
group spent two hours cleaning the
cemetery and plan to do similar projects
leading up to the state’s bicentennial. The
group included, from left: Craig Patterson,
Alice Jones, Leigh Bearden, David Jones,
Carolyn Wiggins, Bev Leigh III, Bunny
Drueke, Chuck Gerdau, Emily Deal, John
Robertson, David Hartin and Curry Robertson. Seated is Linda Jacob, while William
Robertson kneels.

—Photos courtesy of David Jones

Independence celebration
On June 30, the Tuscaloosa County Bar Association sponsored an
annual reading of the Declaration
of Independence. At left, Black
Warrior River chapter president
David Jones (in uniform) and vice
president
Kerry
Barksdale
(militia) attended along with compatriot William Massengale. They
were joined by Chief Tuskaloosa
chapter (DAR) members Alice
Jones, Marty Massengale, Kate
Furek and Bunny Drueke, along
with Elle Cain of the Lafayette
chapter, CAR.
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Visit the ALSSAR Web site at www.alssar.org
Please send in your chapter news for the next newsletter
If you’re submitting material for the next newsletter, please e-mail your
pictures and information to timgaylesar@gmail.com or send information
about your chapter’s activities or upcoming events by Dec. 10 to Tim
Gayle at 3104 Cabot Street, Montgomery, AL 36110.
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Eagle Scout honored
In

a

Sunday

afternoon

Eagle Scout ceremony held
by the Boy Scouts on Sept.
17, Black Warrior River
chapter compatriot David
Carroll presents his grandson, Joseph C. Barnes, the
SAR’s Eagle Scout certificate. Barnes is a member of
the Black Warrior Council
of the Boy Scouts of America. Barnes was encouraged
to

compete

ALSSAR’s

for

Eagle

the
Scout

Award at the state convention in February.

