One of the wilder movies of the last 20 years


 was the sixth sense with Bruce Willis.  

In that movie, 


you follow the trials of a child psychologist 



who has a patient that can speak to the dead.  


It is a supernatural 


psychological thriller.  



So it is a wild ride by those titles.  

When you reach the end, 


the surprise ending M. Night Shyamalan is now famous for 



occurs 


and you say, 



“There is no way that is the way the movie can end!” 

Then you rewatch it 


and almost feel like a fool because you did not see the end coming.  



It was laid out through out the movie 



and almost every scene supports the surprise ending.

I start here today, 


because for the season of Lent, 

we are going to revisit the beginning of the Gospel of Luke from the birth narrative 


and look to see where it is preparing us 



for the incredible plot twist at the end.  

Now we are usually listening to this story with dulled ears, 


as we have hopefully heard the plot twist almost every Sunday 



in one way or another.  

But our time looking at the foreshadowing 


will help us to see how intentional the gospel writer was 



in preparing the listener for what was going to happen.  

It is my hope 


that as we see how Luke was setting us up to hear the ending 



in chapters 1 and 2, 



we can more readily hear the good news of chapter 24.   

So let us hear from chapter one 

and chapter 24 today.

Read Passages

We dwelled on Zechariah and Elizabeth's story back in December.  


So there should be some familiarity with the story.  

But the piece that I want us to hear clearly today 


is the line that both readings have, 



“They did not believe.”  

At the beginning, 


it was Zechariah who did not believe.  

In the end 


it was the disciples who did not believe. 

What Luke is setting us up 


to be able to hear 

is that God is going to do some things 


that we are not going to be able to readily believe.  

As much as we want to be able to say, 


“Yes,



I believe that God raised Jesus from the dead.”  

What outside support do we have to believe such an amazing thing?  


Nothing like it had ever been done before.  


Nothing like it has been done since.  

Jesus was the first to experience a bodily resurrection. 

Jesus was the last to experience a bodily resurrection.  

If we try and use any of the normal logic 


that we have sometimes employed to explain Jesus' miracles, 



it all fails.  


We can not say that we have better technology 



that allows us to understand the bodily resurrection, 


our grasp of science still can not explain it.  

The enlightenment movement of the last 300 years leaves us empty.  


One of the hallmark lines currently in the world is 



“Science supports this.  



This is backed by science.”  

While science does have a lot to tell us about the world, 


it can not tell us about the resurrection, 



because science requires a repeatable event.  


So far, 



this event has not reoccurred.

But Luke has prepared us for this, 


by telling us of Zechariah and Elizabeth.  



That they had desired to do something, 



had tried for decades to have a child, 



and despite all their efforts, 




their background, 




their religiosity and faithfulness to God, 



they had not been able to do it.  

Zechariah did not think it was possible.  


Not because Zechariah did not believe in God.  



He was one of the priests of God.  

The reason he did not think it was possible is, 


he had not heard of anyone having a child this late in life 



since Abraham and Sarah.  




That was 2000 years before.  


Just because it was 2000 years ago, 



God has not changed.  



God could still do such a thing.  


But Zechariah did not think it would happen to him and Sarah.

The question is why?  


Why not Zechariah and Elizabeth?  


What disqualifies them from such a blessings?  


What disqualifies you or I from such a blessing?  

We need to remember what God is capable of 


so that we can maintain hope in this world.  

We have brothers and sisters who are in the midst of hard trials right now.  


We have hoped and prayed 



that God would do something amazing in their life.  

While not every trial is turning out 


with our version of the happy story, 

most are better stories than the first draft.  
Our hearts are heavy for the Taylor's this week 


as Danica is under hospice care.  

But the first draft of Danica's story 


was not making it another 6 weeks 



when she was 2.  


She is now 5, 



has been able to see another Frozen movie come out, 



on a first name basis with multiple Disney princesses, 



and has blessed all of us with her persistence 




in the midst of surgeries and medical trials.  

Craig is here amongst us 


with a new kidney.  

First draft had him possibly never returning to Skagway 


and being on dialysis for the rest of his life.  

Jan is in Seattle right now 


to have a tumor removed on her Kidney.  

The possible first draft 


was the return of the aggressive cancer that she fought for two years.  

Instead, 


it is just a growth 



that hopefully will be removed this week 




and that is the end of the story.  

So God is more than capable 


of bringing a baby into the lives of Elizabeth and Zechariah.

The reason this is so hard for Zechariah to comprehend is, 


he had believed that the womb was dead. 


The dream was dead.  

They had passed into their 60s, 


the normal signs of menopause had probably come upon Elizabeth.  

There was no reason for them to think 


that the dream of a child was still alive.  

Nor was there any reason for the disciples to believe 


that Jesus was alive again.  



They had seen him hanging on the cross.  



They had heard the loud cries.  



They had watched him die.  
Everything had pointed to the story they had in their minds 


being dead.  



There was no more inbreaking Kingdom.  



Jesus was not the long awaited Messiah and King. 




If he was,





 he was not a very good one.  




What good is a dead Messiah or King?  




What protection is there from them?  

But if the disciples, 


especially those who had followed John for awhile 



had asked about either Jesus or John's birth, 




they might have had an inkling that something may be afoot.  

If God had shown life was possible 


in bringing John into the world 



from a dead womb, 



why would God stop now 




and not bring Jesus back from the dead?

People who have experienced God's power 


are more likely to trust that God can do something similar again.  

I know that every time I have realized 


I could have 


or should have been dead, 



and found myself alive, 


I thought, 



“God must have something left for me to do.”  

But we don't need to have near death experiences in order to think this.  


We have others stories, 


our faith is based on this story 



that the disciples who had walked with Jesus for three years 




were not able to grasp right away.  

God does more than we can grasp, 

understand, 

or think that we deserve.  


So why don't we live like it?

Luke knows that what happened to Jesus 


will be hard to comprehend.  

So he prepares us for it early, 


with the first story in his gospel.  

In the hopes that 


as we reach the last story, 



we might have loosened our perspective of the world 




from just what we can do, 




to a much broader spectrum of what God can do.  

While many things that have happened lately, 


don't seem to be in Skagway's favor, 



it does not mean God is done with us yet.  


Some are saying that the cruise season for 2021 is dead.  



They have good reason for saying so. 



 There is nothing that is pointing to it happening still.  

But we should be aware 


that God can change the whole status of the world 



in an instant.  


He did so a year ago with a microscopic virus.  



Everything we thought we knew about how the world 




came to a grinding halt.  

He did so to an even greater extent 2000 years ago 


when an old couple had a son, 



who told us to 




“Repent, for the Kingdom of God was at hand!”  



We obviously did not listen too closely, 




because when Jesus died, 



we acted as if the Kingdom of the world was still in control.  

But then the Kingdom of Heaven did something we never expected.  


To which I would say, 



“Of course it did, 




because we tend to live with the perspective of the earth, 




not of heaven.  

What heaven can do,


 is capable of, 


has already done, 



is more than we can ever imagine.  

My hope is that we start living that way 


more and more.  

I was not expecting a vaccine for a few more months.  

I figured Lisa would be lucky to get one by my birthday 


in late July.  

Yet here we are, 


the most remote state, 


delivering vaccines via dogsled in some places 



and other means, 




with the highest percentage vaccinated.  

God is good!  

God can make sure we are able to do whatever he asks us to do.  


So what has God been nudging you to pursue?  


Is there anything in the Kingdom of Heaven holding you back from doing so?  

I know there are all kinds of things in the Kingdom of Earth. 


 But that is not where our home is.  

So we need to start living with expectations of things being different.  


That if old couples are visited by angels 



and told they will conceive a son 




and name him John, 



they should start knitting shirts that say, 




“John.”  


If women say Jesus has been resurrected from the dead, 



why should we not believe them?  

We are thankful that Peter did finally 


at least have the courage to enter into the possibility of this reality 



and go and inspect the tomb himself.  

May we go 


and inspect those places 



where Jesus is nudging us to believe he can do new things.  

Be prepared to be amazed 


beyond anything you think is possible.  

For Jesus has brought new life to us!
