“Star”
Attended Zora’s Last NCRS National Convention
|
At Zora’s last NCRS national convention, Gene Anderson knew for sure. This car really was a
star| She was the first of Anderson’s collection of non-restored automobiles ... the one that
hooked him on originality. And, boy, has she shone! When
Zora autographed her documentation in Steamboat Springs
during the summer of 1995, Anderson beamed as brightly as
his car.

Staris a 5-
Star Bowtie,
Bloomington
Benchmark,
Duntov Mark
| of Excellence,
Triple Crown, Vettefest Best of Show automobile,
andin 1996 was the only *70 to date to receive
both the 5-Star Bowtie and Duniov at the same
convention. In 1999, she has not only been
selected for the Bloomington Special Collection,
but 'she has also been invited to the National
Cotvette Museum and will be featured in Corvetie
Fever Magazine. Wow!

When Anderson first entered the corvette hobby it
wag with a restored Corvette. It didn’t take long,
tholigh, for him to understand the greater thrill




\_
that comes from owning an original car. So he began his search and, with the help of mentor {
Terry McManmon, found a real winner in this 1970 monza red, small block, low mileage coupe.

Along with good friend, Jackie Kennedy, Anderson took the car on the
circuit, learning from experts like the Whittingtons, Jimmy Gregg, and
Roy Sinor. He got a real boost of inspiration early in Star’s rise,
though, when he met Zora Duntov in 1995. Although Zora was up in
years, he still commanded the respect that his accomplishments had
earned him. He’d mingle with the crowd, inspecting the cars, advising
their owners, and charming the ladies. Anderson made sure that Zora
became acquainted with Star, and got Zora’s autograph on Star’s air
cleaner, ignition shield, build sheet, window sticker, and other
documents.

“Star was just the kind of small block that Zora would enjoy cruising
in,” Anderson and Kennedy remember. But she is also one that Zora
would be proud to be associated with, having moved on from her
encounter with Zora at Steamboat to rise to stardom within NCRS,
Vettefest, and Bloomington. “Yes,” Anderson smiles as he looks at the

number and level of the awards this car has brought home, “Zora inspired us to excel. She real
is a star.”
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discovered that she’d been loved from the beginning

As he researched the car’s history, Anderson ‘i :

Orlgmally, she was purchased by Melvin D. Barth o
July 4" weekend, 1970 from Graham Chevrolet in

Mansfield, Ohio. Barth had just returned from
Vietnam when he went to visit his father who worked
at the dealership

and saw the car. He
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Barth pampered the
car, driving her
only during nice e
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- waxing her when he

returned home. After thieves attempted to steal the Corvette,
Barth jacked her up inside his garage, wheeled her around
sideways, and then let her down again so that even if thieves
broke into his locked garage, they couldn’t get her out.
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Barth owned the car for fourteen years, driving her only
10,970 miles. When the new owner, Dennis Crenshaw, came
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to pick up his new baby on a rainy day, Barth tried to talk him out of driving her in bad weather.
Crenshaw took her anyway — after all, he couldn’t bear to be without his new Corvette — and
Barth never quite got over it.

But like Barth, Crenshaw also pampered the car. When
Anderson sent him a detailed questionnaire about work
done on the car while Crenshaw owned it, Crenshaw
responded eagerly. “When I bought the car,” Crenshaw
writes to Anderson, “it just turned over 11,000 miles as I
drove it home. When I sold it, it had less than 14,000 miles
onit.” Actually, during the five years he owned her,
Crenshaw ran up the odometer to only 12,803, putting only
1,833 miles on his sweetheart of a car.

Mark Graves, who bought the Corvette from Crenshaw in
1989, also remembers each detail about work he’d
performed on the car. About the carburetor, he writes, “1
652 rebuilt this at least 3 times ... better idle response. Last
i rebuild in 1992 ....”

When Anderson bought the car on September 30, 1994, his goal was to make her a real star. He
wanted to achieve every accolade available for an original, unrestored Corvette in excellent
condition. His success has been phenomenal.

The car Top Flighted at the Asheville Fall Color Tour with a 97.6 on October 15, 1994. The
following summer, she went to Bloomington where she was awarded Survivor on June 23, 1995,
and|both Gold and Benchmark on June 24. At the NCRS National Convention on July 23-28,

1995 in Steamboat Springs, Colorado, she was presented with both her 4-Star Bowtie and second
place in the Longest Trailered Award. Tt was at ; 55 SEoe
Steamboat that Zora Duntov autographed her
documentation for Anderson.




September 1-3, 1995, Star participated in a Bowtie display in Cumberland, Maryland, and the$
October 6-8, she returned to the 1995 Asheville Fall Color Tour. In January 1996, she travele

to Cypress Gardens where she scored 97.8 and also received a display award, making her eligible
for her 5" Star. When she traveled to Vettefest in Chicago to be part of Terry McManmon’s ‘§8~
'72 Color Display, she won the Gold Spinner with a 98.5 and became a Triple Crown ‘
Automobile. She also came away from Vertefest with Best of Show.

Star traveled to Bowling Green to PV April 25-28, 1996. Then, at the NCRS 1996 National
Convention in St. Paul, Star scored a 98.7 and was presented with both her 5% Star and the
Duntov Mark of Excellence, the first 70 ever to receive both awards at the same convention, |
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After the "96 Nationals, Anderson allowed Star to rest for a time. He brought her back out for
the NCRS Regional Meet in Orlando in January 1999, where she immediately began turning |
heads once again. This year, Anderson’s Star will not only be a part of the Bloomington Special
Collection, but she has already been photographed by Bill Erdman for a feature in Corvette |
Fever magazine. In addition, she has already been invited to go on display at the National ‘
Corvette Museum. |

Zora’s admiration of the car and Star’s many awards have reinforced Anderson’s personal
satisfaction with this unrestored automobile. He has learned to conduct historical research, an
now, rather than detailing out what he previously considered “mistakes,” he savors inspection
marks and blemishes. “Success feels great,” he chuckles. Yes, he named her appropriately, fo
Gene Anderson’s first original Corvete has been a star, indeed. '




