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When Echoes Speak 
Duration: 15 minutes 

 

Instrumentation 
Leon Joseph Littlebird 

accompanied by 

Piccolo 
2 Flutes 
2 Oboes 
2 B< Clarinets 
2 Bassoons 
 

4 Horns in F 

3 Trumpets in C 
      - Straight mute 
2 Trombones 
      - Straight mute 
Tuba 
 

Timpani 
Percussion 1 
 - Bass Drum 

 - Crotales 

Percussion 2 
 - 16” Suspended Crash Cymbal 

 - 16” Floor Tom 

 - Triangle 

Percussion 3 
 - Rattle (or Shekere) 

 - Glockenspiel 

 

Harp 
Piano 

 

Violins I & II 
Violas 
Cellos 
Double Basses 





















































Piccolo

Flute 1, 2

Oboe 1, 2

Clarinet in B 1, 2

Bassoon 1, 2

Horn in F 1, 2

Horn in F 3, 4

Trumpet in C 1

Trumpet in C 2, 3

Trombone 1, 2

Tuba

Timpani

Percussion 1

Percussion 2

Percussion 3

Leon

Violin I

Violin II

Viola

Cello

Double Bass

Harp

Piano

 



 



   

   

   





a

Out of  time

Out of  time

Con sord.

Freely improvise swells;
stagger breathing with other player

Improvise quasi-bird calls.
Swells, bends, flutter-tongue, etc., are all encouraged.
Begin with the suggested pitches, but feel free
to vary them as the section progresses.
Play for no more than a few seconds at a time, and always 
leave at least five seconds of  silence before playing again.

Improvise sparse, soft fills using rattles, rain sticks, 
and soft hand drums (soloist will provide).
Play for no more than a few seconds at a time,
and always leave at least five seconds of  silence
before playing again.

Freely improvise swells;
stagger bow changes

Div. a 2 
(bottom div. open strings)

Con sord.

Freely improvise swells;
stagger bow changes

Non-div.

  


b

ca. 15"

ca. 15"

   


            


  


   


              


Continue improvising 
until stage is reached.

When Echoes Speak composed by Leon Joseph Littlebird & Max Wolpert

© Science & Superstition Publications (ASCAP) and Littlebird Music (BMI), 2020. All rights reserved.

Score

original themes composed by Leon Joseph Littlebird



















































































































































Picc.Picc.

Fl. 1, 2Fl. 1, 2

Ob. 1, 2

B Cl. 1, 2B Cl. 1, 2

Bsn. 1, 2

Hn. 1, 2

Hn. 3, 4

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2, 3

Tbn. 1, 2

Tuba

Timp.

Perc. 1Perc. 1

Perc. 2Perc. 2

Perc. 3Perc. 3

LeonLeon

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.Vla.

Vc.Vc.

Db.

Hp.

Pno.



 



c

Soloist reaches stage

Soloist reaches stage

ca. 1'30"

ca. 1'30"

Improvise duo; Steve plays sparse, 
out-of-time percussive fills

fade out

fade out

fade out

fade out

fade out

fade out

 

d

Steve sets groove: 

Steve sets groove: 

ca. 2'30"

ca. 2'30"

Steve lays down four-on-the-floor
groove, in time - soft!

 

   

niente

pizz.

Enter ad lib. after groove
is established.
Start on any beat.

Enter ad lib. after bass.
Start on any beat.
Div.
pizz.

niente

Senza sord.

   

 


niente

Enter ad lib. after bass.
Start on any beat.


 












 

 





BASS DRUM

RATTLE (or shekere)

niente

niente



Enter ad lib. after timp.
Start on any beat.





Enter ad lib. after timp.
Start on any beat.

Enter ad lib. after timp.
Start on any beat.

Enter ad lib. after timp.
Start on any beat.

Enter ad lib. after timp.
Start on any beat.

Enter ad lib. after timp.
Start on any beat (stagger bow changes)

Enter ad lib. after timp.
Start on any beat (stagger bow changes)

niente

niente

Div.

Div.

Enter ad lib. after horns.
Start on any beat.

Enter ad lib. after horns.
Start on any beat.







Enter ad lib. after horns.
Start on any beat.


 




Enter ad lib. after tbns.
Start on any beat.

Enter ad lib. after tbns.
Start on any beat.

Enter ad lib. after flutes.
Start on any beat.















Enter ad lib. after tbns.
Start on any beat.

ca. 3'30"

ca. 3'30"
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Conducting begins 

Conducting begins 
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16" SUSP. CRASH CYMB.

(soft yarn mallets)
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Picc.

Fl. 1, 2

Ob. 1, 2

B Cl. 1, 2

Bsn. 1, 2

Hn. 1, 2

Hn. 3, 4

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2, 3

Tbn. 1, 2

Tuba

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

Leon

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

Hp.

Pno.
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All together, in time: 

All together, in time: 

Senza sord.
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still pizz (slurs = hammer-on)
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pizz.
(slurs = hammer-on)



Con sord.

Storytelling begins
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sim.
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Fl. 1, 2

Ob. 1, 2

B Cl. 1, 2

Bsn. 1, 2

Hn. 1, 2

Hn. 3, 4

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2, 3

Tbn. 1, 2

Tuba

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

Leon

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

Hp.

Pno.
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RATTLE (or shekere)
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Senza sord.
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Fl. 1, 2

Ob. 1, 2

B Cl. 1, 2

Bsn. 1, 2
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Tpt. 2, 3

Tbn. 1, 2

Tuba

Timp.
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Straight mute

Straight mute

Straight mute



 



16" FLOOR TOM (medium yarn mallets)
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VAMP until cue
(jump from any bar)

VAMP until cue
(jump from any bar)

"That poses the question...."

"That poses the question...."
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"....are we creating
music, or are we
discovering music?"
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A little slower and freer 

A little slower and freer 
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Open a2
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Dictated freely

Dictated freely
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Slow, but not plodding 
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