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President's Report

– Craig Hamilton, President

        Hello everyone. I trust you all have weathered the Winter and
now are ready for some more Spring like days.



        The SFMS Meeting in Augusta was well attended, but I would like to see more of 
our members join us. It is very important to keep information flowing to our Clubs.

         The SFMS is currently looking for a 2nd Vice President for 2018. Hearty thanks to 
Teresa Polly for remaining and filling that position for now.

Also, we need a new Assistant Treasurer because Barbi Beatty has moved into the 
Treasurers office. SFMS needs to fill these positions. Please consider this important part 
of the function for SFMS to remain strong and effective.

         Little ROCK stuff now. Did you know “Florida has Rocks”. Yes we do. Just a little
insight concerning rocks in Florida. Over the years I have talked to many people who 
think that Florida does not have rock. So folks think all we have is SAND! We may have
an over abundance of sand in the state, but under it all is Limestone. Soft, hard and Very 
Hard. The really hard stuff is called Chert. The Indians used it extensively for tool 
making and arrowheads.  Why we even have petrified wood. I know of several locations 
where wood can be found.

         A short list of Rocks and Minerals are: Limestone, petrified wood, agatized coral, 
from many locations. State stone is “Tampa Bay Coral”. Others are: quartz, kaolin, clay, 
calcite, gypsum, phosphate, monazite, ilmenite, rutile, dolostone, and sand. Shell rock in
Florida is known as Coqunia. Plus, building sand.

         To learn more information about Florida's Heavy Mineral sands you are invited to 
attend The International Sand Collectors Society's meetings September 21-23, 2018. 
This meeting will occur with the Jacksonville Gem and Mineral Society Fall Show the 
same weekend. The location is at the Morocco Temple on St.Johns Bluff Rd., 
Jacksonville, Florida 
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Safety

– Bob Green, Safety Chair

Happy end to winter, maybe. It has been a somewhat unusual
winter and it continues. I won 3rd prize and get to go to Toronto
next week and it should be noted there is snow there. 

Hopefully the weather is getting closer to normal, whatever
normal is now-a-days. It has been warm and the outdoors are
slowly getting greener. We have been working outdoors whenever the weather 
permits. As many in the south remember, we have had many weekends of rain. 
Yes, we need rain. We have had several instances of intermittent cold and that 
has stunted many plants, however the pollen is at record levels.

This brings us to the message this month; your personal health. This includes 
not only monitoring and understanding your personal health with regular visits to
your personal doctor for you annual check-up and understanding what your 
body is telling you. And we all must be very diligent with our outside activities. In 
other words many of us are really lucky to have achieved our elevated age. As 
many of us age, our agility and balance is diminished. This should mean we 
older folks be more careful with outdoor activities. As many remember, several 
years ago, I ruptured my Achilles tendon doing something stupid. This was a 
real wake-up call and I keep the boot in a very visible place and my temporary 
handicap sticker also clearly visible as a reminder. I do not wish anyone the 
agony of a ruptured Achilles. So, do what is within your body’s capabilities. A 
friend of ours has heart issues and he sometimes overdoes it and has to take off



a day or two to recover from his over-doing it. His job requires a lot of fairly 
strenuous activities. Anyway, he has the perfect monitor, his wife. 

On the agility side, we have a rock garden and weeding the garden requires 
walking through the various arrangements. I learned over the last couple of 
years that my agility has diminished. Last year, I had our small over-active dog 
close by. The dog is very inquisitive and in the span of an hour, the dog tripped 
me twice, the first time I was annoyed at the dog, the second time, I was 
annoyed at myself for not paying attention to what he was up to. Fortunately in 
both cases, the only thing injured was my ego.

And with outdoor activities, wear the proper personal protection, safety glasses 
in particular. Proper footwear is also required. A very long time ago, I ran into a 
young man that had lost a couple of toes. I asked how he did that and his 
answer was he was mowing grass in his bathing suit and wearing flip-flops. His 
foot slipped on a slope and his foot intersected with the mower.

I know a friend who used her weed whacker while she was wearing shorts. The 
debris generated by the weed whacker impacted her legs and she had multiple 
small scratches on her legs. So wear long pants when doing such activities.

And as many of you may remember, several years ago, the company I work for 
had a safety record of 40 million hours without a lost time accident. About that 
time, higher end flip-flops, or whatever they are called when they cost more than
a dollar was the rage. In the span of two (2) months, we had seven (7) lost time 
accidents all trips and falls and all but one associated with the flip-flops. 

So, wear what is responsible and be careful. Do not over-do it.

And as last month be safe and enjoy the warmer weather when it finally gets 
here..

DMC Field Trip

January DMC Field Trip Report

Hosted by the Tampa Bay Mineral and Science Club
By Marlin Swikert



On January 13, fifty two amateur paleontologists from various clubs
descended on a Vulcan limestone quarry in Florida. It was a bit breezy &
chilly by Florida standards, but that never stopped a true fossil hunter!
Within several hours most everyone had a bucket full of 30 MYA (Million
Years Ago) marine fossils...echinoids, bivalve and gastropod shell casts &
molds, worm tubes, sponges and coral. We also had "Bob", a "Limestone
Retriever", who would pick up a chunk of limestone and drop it at your

feet (or in your bucket) then proudly give you a "woof" of approval! 
A true Rock Hound! There was much camaraderie between the 
groups and swapping stories of their favorite digs. After determining
I had no new species or museum quality specimens, I decided to 
make a collage of my Vulcan finds. I glued most of my finds on a 
piece of fossiliferous limestone and added a little lacquer 
coating...voila...my "Vulcan Mine Meld". (Trekkie fans will 
understand the reference!) BIG thanks to the quarry people for 

allowing us to poke around the old mine.

[Clubs that are interested in the SFMS DMC field trip sharing
program can learn more about the program and download a
membership application form from the DMC pages on the
SFMS website: http://www.amfed.org/sfms/_dmc/dmc.htm] 

Member Classified Advertising

  (members of affiliated clubs/societies may submit classified advertising for personal materials that are
related to the goals of the Federation and its member clubs/societies).

GEM AND MINERAL SHOWS

April 28 – 29, 2018; Memphis, TN

Memphis Mineral, Fossil, Jewelry Show

“The Earth Wide Open”

Memphis Archaeological and Geological Society

Memphis International Agricenter, 7777 Walnut Grove Rd. Memphis, TN

Saturday, April 28 9-6:00 and Sunday, April 29 10-5,

Adults $5.00, 2 day pass $8.00, Children 12 and under $2.00. Scouts in uniform free

Dealers, Exhibits, Demonstrations, Grand and Hourly door prizes. Kids Area with

http://www.amfed.org/sfms/_dmc/dmc.htm


Rockzone featuring Gem and Fossil Dig, Geode Bowling, and Rocks Around the Clock.

Includes “The MAGS Rock Banquet" a table full of rocks that look like real food.

Developed and maintained by the club since 1980

web: www.The EarthWideOpen.com, email info[] theearthwideopen.com .

Show Chair James Butchko 901 743-0058

Dealer Chair WC McDaniel 901-274-7706, 901-490-3575

May 11 – 13, 2018; Marietta, GA

www.gamineral.org
A Non-Profit Educational

Organization

ROCK
SHOW To help our members educate

ourselves and the public
in Earth science topics

The Georgia Mineral Society’s
50th Annual Mother's Day Weekend

Celebrating
50 Years

of Rocks!!!
Gem, Mineral, Jewelry, and Fossil Show

EXCITING AUCTION SATURDAY AT 1 PM

2018
Friday May 11 10 AM – 6 PM

Saturday May 12 10 AM – 6 PM
Sunday May 13 Noon – 5 PM



Cobb Civic Center
548 South Marietta Pkwy SE

Marietta, GA

Over 30 Dealers!

Door Prizes!

Special Door Prizes
for Students!

Win a Great Prize for
Yourself and for

Your School!

Free Parking!

Free Admission!

Free Demos!

July 28 to August 5, 2018, Spruce Pine, NC

The 34th Annual Grassy Creek Mineral and Gem Show 

put on by the Parkway Fire and Rescue to raise money for new equipment.

Over 60 US and International dealers with almost any kind of jewelry, 
gemstone and mineral specimens, fossil, lapidary equipment and more you 
might want. Each booth is 20 foot by 40 foot so there are LOTS of items for 
sale. 

Parking and admission are free.

Food is available. 

Hours: 10 to 6 daily with many vendors open earlier and later because they 
are staying with their booth.

Address: 136 Majestic View, Spruce Pine, NC 28777. This location is on the 
hill above the previous location.



Contact: Donna Collis  collisdonna@yahoo.com  828­765­5519

November 10 & 11, 2018; Melbourne, FL

Canaveral Mineral & Gem Society

45th Annual Parade of Gems Show

November 10 & 11, 2018

50 Dealers displaying & selling Jewelry, gems, minerals, crystals, fossils, 
tools, rocks, slabs.

Demonstrations; hourly prizes; grand prize

Children’s Mineral Discoveries

Melbourne Auditorium

625 East Hibiscus Blvd.

Melbourne, FL 32901

More info; www.canaveral­mgs.com

Show Chairman,

Don McLamb

570 Seabreeze Drive 

Indialantic, FL 32903

321­723­2592

fdjmc@aol.com

mailto:fdjmc@aol.com
https://maps.google.com/?q=570+Seabreeze+Drive+Indialantic,+FL+32903&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=570+Seabreeze+Drive+Indialantic,+FL+32903&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.canaveral-mgs.com/
https://maps.google.com/?q=625+East+Hibiscus+Blvd.+Melbourne,+FL+32901&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=625+East+Hibiscus+Blvd.+Melbourne,+FL+32901&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:collisdonna@yahoo.com


November 16 – 18, 2018, Columbia, SC

2018 SFMS Officers

President

Craig Hamilton
4046 Conga St

Jacksonville, FL 32257
904‐994‐4729 

cbhshell@att.net

First Vice President

Reggie Bolton
4781 Bear Creel Rd.
Sterrett, AL 35147

205-419-9455
reggie@newenvirons.net

Second Vice President

(Acting) ‐ Teresa Polly

6115 Atkins Rd

Knoxville, TN 37918

865‐258‐0795
teresapolly@bellsouth.net

Secretary

Jeri Heer

7301 N Howard Av

Tampa FL 33604-5224

419-344-9999

Jheerx6@aol.com

Membership

Jason Hamilton

7141 Natal Ave

Treasurer

(Acting) ‐ Barbi Beatty

7700 Fountainbleau Rd

Assistant Treasurer

Barbi Beaty

7700 Fountainbleau Rd

Immediate Past President

Teresa Polly

6115 Atkins Rd
Knoxville, TN 37918

mailto:Jheerx6@aol.com


Jacksonville, FL  32219

904-786-7605

Silver-rocks@comcast.net

Ocean Springs, MS 39564

228‐238‐9900
mgcgms@bellsouth.net

Ocean Springs, MS 39564

228‐238‐9900
mgcgms@bellsouth.net

(865) 258-0795 

teresapolly@bellsouth.net

Mayo Foundation President

William (Bill)  Waggener

1909 Moores Mill Road
Atlanta, GA 30318-1309

404.354.8752

waggener80@yahoo.com

AFMS President Editor

John Atwell Rasmussen

276 Lacy Lane

Easley, SC 29640

(864) 607-6990

sfms.lodestar@gmail.com

 

2018 SFMS State Directors

Alabama

Philip W. Kaiser, Jr.
2447 River Forest Dr

Mobile, AL 36605
251-479-7447

kaiserpw@att.ne

Florida

Jeff Ursillo

15234 Lakes of Delray Blvd
 # 251

Delray Beach, FL 33484
561-706-9549

bnmjeff@aol.com

Georgia

Scott Forward
424 Tanglewood Dr
Canton, GA 30115

 (770) 479-9678     Cell:  (678)
993-5276

scotforward@ymail.com 

Kentucky

Charles Oldham

7405 West Highway 22
Crestwood, KY 40014

502-541-6953
charlesoldham@gmail.com 

Louisiana

Dr Bridget Joubert
PO Box 5402

Alexandria, LA 71307
318-443-5184

jemarler@aol.com 

Mississippi

Buddy Shotts
P.O. Box 427

Lucedale, MS 39452

(601) 466-0690

buddynrebashotts@bellsouth.net

North Carolina

Gail Ferguson

6851 Bryanstone Way

Fayetteville, NC 28314

(317)-440-1111

transformationarts@outlook.com

South Carolina

Bob Green

115 Sycamore Drive

Marietta, SC 29661

(864) 836-5896

greentop@bellsouth.net

Tennessee

Robert Morghan
181 Harmony Acres Dr 

E, Jonesborough, TN 37659
423‐956‐9486

morganjewellry@msn.com

Virginia

William Osburn

7720 Newport Road

Catawba, VA 24070

540-384-5039

bill@schorlite.com

mailto:greentop@bellsouth.net
mailto:transformationarts@outlook.com
mailto:buddynrebashotts@bellsouth.net
mailto:jemarler@aol.com
mailto:charlesoldham@gmail.com
mailto:scotforward@ymail.com
mailto:bnmjeff@aol.com
mailto:kaiserpw@att.net
mailto:sfms.lodestar@gmail.com
mailto:teresapolly@bellsouth.net


2018 SFMS Committee Chairs

BULLETIN CONTEST: Mark Easterbrook, 6701 Dorchester Road, Apt 1007, North Charleston, SC 
29418 803‐276‐4016 asgardsgc@earthlink.net 

BOUNDARIES:    Buddy Shotts, P.O.Box 427, Lucedale, MS 39452  601‐466‐0690   
buddynrebashotts@bellsouth.net 

CONSTITUTION/BY‐LAWS: Lisa Fitch, 10033 Kingston Rd, Bay St. Louis, MS 39520    228‐216‐
4684 lapidaryarts@hotmail.com 

EDUCATION: Lisa Roberts, 10328 Briar Bay Loop, Jonesboro, GA 30238; 423-494-7096; 
antleycreations@yahoo.com

FIELD TRIPS DMC Program: Charles and Lori Carter, 4138 Steve Reynolds Blvd, Norcross, GA 
30093‐3059   770‐998‐7949       sfms‐dmc@amfed.org 

HISTORIAN:    Don Monroe, 350 Lapidary Ln., Young Harris, GA 30582    706‐379‐
9662         donmonroe@windstream.net 

INSURANCE LIAISON: Barbi Beatty, 7700 Fountainbleau Rd, Ocean Springs, MS 39564 228‐238‐
9900 mgcgms@bellsouth.net 

LONG RANGE PLANNING: David Wayment, PO Box 780791, Sebastian, FL 32978‐0791   772‐532‐
6432         aastainedglass@bellsouth.net     Lisa Roberts, 10328 Briar Bay Loop, Jonesboro, GA 
30238     423‐494‐7096 Antleycreations@yahoo.com     Teresa Polly, 6115 Atkins Rd, Knoxville, TN 
37918     865‐258‐0795 teresapolly@bellsouth.net 

NOMINATIONS:    Teresa Polly, 6115 Atkins Rd, Knoxville, TN 37918     865‐258‐0795 
teresapolly@bellsouth.net 

SAFETY:     Bob Green, 116 Sycamore Dr, Marietta, SC  29661    864‐836‐5896 
greentop@bellsouth.net 

ROCKHOUND OF THE YEAR: Marty Hart, 4935 Olivia Dr, Antioch, TN 37013     615‐331‐2690 
ACROY@gemizo.com 

VIDEO PROGRAMS:   Jason Hamilton, 7141 Natal Ave, Jacksonville, FL 32254    904‐294‐4744 
Silver‐Rocks@comcast.net 

SUPPLIES AND PUBLICATIONS: David Wayment, PO Box 780791, Sebastian, FL 32978‐0791   
772‐532‐6432         aastainedglass@bellsouth.net 

UNIFORM RULES:    Leslie Wayment. P.O.Box 780791. Sebastian, FL 32978‐0791 772‐532‐
6432         aastainedglass@bellsouth.net 

WAYS & MEANS:    Reggie Bolton, 4781 Bear Creek Rd, Sterrett, AL 35124    205‐678‐8772 
reggie@newenvirons.net 

WEBMASTER:    Jeff Ursillo, 15234 Lakes of Delray Blvd #251, Delray Beach, FL 33484 561‐706‐
9549 bnmjeff@aol.com 



WORKSHOP DIRECTOR: Jim & Cindy Reed5740 Hebron Lane, Lakeland, FL 33812    863‐644‐
6665 rocks57@tampabay.rr.com 

WORKSHOP SCHOLARSHIP DIRECTOR: David Wayment, PO Box 780791, Sebastian, FL 32978‐
0791   772‐532‐6432         aastainedglass@bellsouth.net 

WILLIAM HOLLAND DIRECTOR: Kristine Robertson 229 N. Kentucky Avenue Lakeland, FL 
33801 (863) 640-2887 roberkm33@icloud.com

WILLIAM HOLLAND REGISTRAR: Amy Bland 4408 Orangewood Loop East, (863) 205-6565

registraramybland@gmail.com

WILDACRES DIRECTOR: Gail DeLuca (865) 6078070 gail@whitefoxbeads.com

WILDACRES REGISTRAR: Linda Matvy, (865) 357-7917, wildacresregistrar@gmail.com

2018 Annual Meeting Host: Jacksonville Gem and Mineral Society  ‐  September 21‐23, 2018     Jason 
Hamilton, 7141 Natal Ave, Jacksonville, FL 32254    904‐294‐4744 Silver‐Rocks@comcast.net

2018 Mayo Educational Foundation, Inc. Officers/Director

President

William (Bill)  Waggener

1909 Moores Mill Road
Atlanta, GA 30318-1309

404.354.8752

waggener80@yahoo.com

Vice President

Teresa Polly

6115 Atkins Rd
Knoxville, TN 37918

(865) 258-0795 

teresapolly@bellsouth.net

Treasurer

Wayne M. Dodd

10495 Stonefield Landing

Johns Creek, GA 30097

(770) 497-9790

wmdodd1@bellsouth.net

SFMS Eduication Chair

Director

Charlotte Mayo Bryant

506 Rain Song Rd.

Dalton, GA  30270

(706) 278-8344

Director

Janet P. Steeper 

725 Dayton Valley Rd 

Dayton, NV 89403 

662.915.2154 

janetsteeper@hotmail.com

Secretary

Jeri Heer

7301 N Howard Av

Tampa FL 33604-5224

419-344-9999

Jheerx6@aol.com

2018 SFMS Representatives to AFMS Committees 

AFMS Club Rockhound of the Year: Marty Hart, 4935 Olivia Dr, Antioch, TN 37013    615‐331‐2690 
ACROY@gemizo.com 

Boundaries:     Buddy Shotts, P.O. Box 427, Lucedale, MS 39452     601‐466‐
0690  buddynrebashotts@bellsouth.net 

mailto:Jheerx6@aol.com
mailto:wmdodd1@bellsouth.net
tel:(770)%20497-9790
mailto:teresapolly@bellsouth.net


Bulletin Editors:    Mark Easterbrook, 6701 Dorchester Rd Apt 1007, North Charleston, SC 
29418  803‐276‐4016 asgardsgc@earthlink.net 

Education:    Danny Griffin, 1320 Byrd Cir, Kingston, TN 37763     865‐406‐8802 gcjinc@comcast.net 

Endowment Fund:    David Wayment, PO Box 780791, Sebastian, FL 32978‐0791 772‐532‐
6432         aastainedglass@bellsouth.net 

Regional VP, AFMS:   David Wayment, PO Box 780791, Sebastian, FL 32978‐0791 772‐532‐
6432         aastainedglass@bellsouth.net 

Safety:     Bob Green, 116 Sycamore Dr, Marietta, SC 29661     864‐836‐5896 greentop@bellsouth.net

 Supplies & Publications:   David Wayment, PO Box 780791, Sebastian, FL 32978‐0791   772‐532‐
6432         aastainedglass@bellsouth.net 

Uniform Rules: Leslie Wayment, P.O. Box 780791, Sebastian, FL 32978     772‐539‐
2409         aastainedglass@bellsouth.net 

Ways & Means: Reggie Bolton, 4781 Bear Creek Rd, Sterrett, AL 35124    205‐678‐8772 
reggie@newenvirons.ne  t

Web Master: Jeff Ursillo, 15234 Lakes of Delray Blvd #251, Delray Beach, FL 33484   561‐706‐9549 
bnmjeff@aol.com

The policy of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. is that neither the
name nor the logo of the Federation may be used for commercial purposes. If any

commercial ventures using the name or the logo of the Federation are found, Member
Societies and their members are requested to advise Federation Officers. 

mailto:reggie@newenvirons.net
mailto:reggie@newenvirons.net
mailto:greentop@bellsouth.net
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