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Introduction
Roger McCabe woul<l journey from Texas in the early
l 990's to spend time visiting his friends and relaLives in lhe B..u-ringlon area. His first stop was with Bill Rose and his family in
SoulJ1 Baninglon. After a few days with Bill he would call me at
the Barrington Historical Society and spend a day with us covering
the history of his family ;md Barrington.
Roger and I became gTeat friends ;md hislorians. Over
lunch and dinner he accurately narrated much or our local Barrington history. During Rogers visits I recorded over twenty hours of
audio tapes about Barrington. These classic tapes are a permanent
parl of our collecLion.
Thanks to Bill Rose, we ,ffe able lo publish Series One of
the history of Barrington's first Blacksmith, James Creel, and the
contribution of the Creet family Lo Barrington. Roger McCabe's
thoughtful recordings ;md exacting details makes our history come
to life . We hope you enjoy these wonderful insights into BarringLon's hislory.
MichaelJ. Harkins, President
Banington Area Historical Society
July, 2009

Creel Blacks mith Shop
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The following are historical facts related to the Kitsons and
the Creets of Palatine and Barrington, and of people related to
them. The dates of different incidents have been researched and
checked be me.
Most all of the information, listed in this and other stories
of this kind, were passed down to me in my early youth by my
mother, Isabel Dohmeyer McCabe, my uncle Frank Dohmeyer,
my great uncle Tom Creet, uncle John E. Kitson, on whose farm,
one mile west of Palatine, I spent many happy days. Also Mrs.
Addie Kitson Swanson, a cousin of my mother, passed down some
information.
My connection with the Kitson family and uncle John's
farm was thru Elizabeth Whyman Kitson, (Mrs. Wright Kitson)
1847-1924, who was afTectionately called aunt Lizzie by everyone
in my family and grandma Kitson by the Clinkenbeards. Aunt
Lizzie came to Barrington in 1863 at the age of 16 from
Peterborough, North,unptionshire England to visit her aunt Sarah
Creet, wife of Ja.mes Creet, a blacksmith who owned a wagon shop
in Banington on the southwest corner of Cook and Station Street<;.
(The shop took up 1/2 a block.) The Creets also came from
Peterborough, England mid at first settled in Chicago on Jackson
Street, west of Wells in 1853. They had three children when they
arrived, Sarah, who later married Frederic Dohmeyer, Thomas
Henry, (also know in Barrington as T.H. Creet) ;md James Jr.·
After about one year they moved to a settlement at a crossroads
northwest of Palatine called Deer Grove (near where Inverness is
now) where Grandpa Creel built a house and wagon shop.
However the town never materialized at Deer Grove as the Elfrink
brothers farm in that area would not sell the necessary land to the
Illinois and Wisconsin Railroad for a right-of-way thru this
settlement. The railroad by-passed and established the next town
at Barrington Station. I believe the single track line, "now the
Chicago and North Western) got to Barrington Station in 1856 or
57. James Creet moved his small two story frame house on a flat
car into Barrington where it was moved down the road one block
south of the station m1d set on a lot on Cook Street. He then built
a blacksmith shop where they shod horses and a two story wagon ·
building shop. In 1862 John Carlton was born, later known in
Barrington as J.C. or Jack Creet. Jack and Tom ran the business
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together for several years after their
father died in 1879.
In July, 1865, Frederic
Kohneyer, a German born harness
maker who had fought in the Civil
War which had just ended in April,
1865, arrived in Palatine looking for a
place to settle and, among other
people, he met \Vright Kitson and
Johnatl1an Wilson, who were brotl1erin-laws. A few years later in 1870,
Wright Kitson married Elizabeth
Tom Creel
Whyman, Mrs. Creets' niece and
Frederic Dohmeyer married Saral1 Creet. William \Vhyman came
from Peterborough, England in 1870 to visit his sister Mrs. James
Creel and also to attend tl1e wedding of his daughter Elizabeth to
Mr. W1ight Kitson. Unfortunately William vVhyman took sick
while still visiting the Creels and died in May, 1871, at 50 years of
age. According to tl1e Creel family bible he was buried al Deer
Grove, which is believed to be the Cady Cemetery. Up to the
present time we have been unable to locate any marker or
indication of where Willian1 Whyman might be bmied in the Cady
Cemetery. He could have had a wooden marker, which would
long ago have disappeared'.
During the 1850's, 60's and 70's ;md even later, people in
rural districts, like Barrington, Palatine and Dw1dee, especially
among the farmers, did not trust paper money very much. The
older.John Kitson preferred doing business with gold pieces when
he could. Paper money in those days was in the form of notes
issued by p1ivate banks that sometimes went broke. There were
some silver certificates issued by fue U.S. Treasury, but usually in
one, lwo or five dollar denominations. Tens, twentys, fifi:ys and
one hundred dollar bills that had gold threads and gold printing on
the back were the only ones considered truslworfuy and fuey were
usually very scarce in country towns. They would read, for
instance, "The First National Bank of Boston, Mass." "Twenty
Dol1ars in Gold". That meanl that the bank named kept gold bars
in their vault to stand back of that amount of paper money. Letters
of credit were issued in commercial business between large
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companies who did business with b,mks, brokers, railroads, etc.
Remember, items did not cost too much; you could get a lot of
groceries for wider a dollar. Most stores kept change for up to 5
or 10 dollars. There was 2-dollar gold piece, smaller than a dime,
then 5-dollar, a 10 dollar gold piece was a little bigger than a dime
and a 20-dollar gold piece a trifle larger than a quarter. Men
carried gold pieces usually in their lower vest pockets. All gold,
paper money and all gold pieces were called ii1to the U.S. Treasury
in 1928 under Federal Reserve law in order to keep actual gold in
the U.S . Treasury and out of foreign countries and the government
changed the size of all paper money at that time, making it all a
couple of inches smaller. A good part of the year farmers had very
little or no paper money and very often no hard money either, and
between the early 1800's and up to 1880, barter was often the
order of the day. Uncle Frank ,md Uncle Tom would tell me how
Grandpa Creet would sometimes take a cow and calf in trade to
build a wagon for a farmer, or sacks of potatoes for blacksmithing
work. They always had one or two traded pigs in pens behind the
shop, or a little calf, to reset the iron tires and repair a wagon. One
of Uncle Tom's jobs when he got older was to paint the stripes on
the spokes of the wheels of wagons and buggies. It was very
tedious work and took a very steady hand. In the 1880's Sears and
Roebuck and Studebaker went into the wagon business on a large
scale and the Creets reverted to general blacksmithing and ·
horseshoeing; they still repaired all horse-drawn vehicles.
James Creet made most of the nails himself that were used
in the main structure of his house and shop area, like laying floors
for instance. They were square iron nails, tapered down to a point
and had flat heads. Iron was poured into a little mold to make
each nail.
In 1879 Ja.mes Creet died and Tom and Ja.ck took over the
business. Tom was 30 years old and Jack was 17. Jack or J.C.
Creet became an expert horseshoer and was well known in
Barrington. He played on the first Barrington baseball team and
played the coronet in the town band. Around 1890 Jack Creet quit
the partnership with his brother, Tom, and took a job with
Marshall Field's in Chicago as head horseshoer. Field's had over
100 tea.ms of horses I was told at that time, for delivery wagons and
general hauling for the store.
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Harry Creet,Jack's son, was born inJune 1891 on Cottage
Grove Avenue in Chicago and after his father died in 1899 Harry
and his mother, Augusta Creet, moved back to Barrington where
they lived for several years on Main Street. Harry Creet was a
second cousin to the Wright Kitson family; he was 6 years younger
than Sterling Kitson.
Harry Creet went to work for the
Northwestern railroad at Barrington tower when he was 14; he was
big for his age and could throw the lever that controlled the
switches at the tower which was at the crossing of the Chicago &
Northwestern and the E.J. & E railroads. The Elgin, Joliet and
Eastern Chicago Outer Belt Line, was owned by the United States
Steel Co. His teacher and boss at the tower was Jeff Dockery of
Barrington, who taught Harry the business and also the Morse
telegraph code, and in later years Harry became an operator. After
serving in W.W.I Harry quit the Northwestern and went to work
for the New York Central in Cleveland, Ohio where his mother
had moved. Sterling used to ask me about him. When he retired
in 1959 he had 52 years railroad time. He died in El Paso in-1965.
Judge Creet
About 1914 Tom Creet was elected.Justice of the Peace for
Barrington Township; he served a total of twelve years. Another
Justice of the Peace was Fred Frye, who in his younger years at one
time worked inJames Creel's wagon shop. Tom Creet spent many
hours at the old Cook County Jail building in Illinois and
Dearborn Streets in Chicago learning all he could about court
procedure, handling of prisoners and other duties relative to his
job as Justice of the Peace. He made several friends among the
bailiffs and County law officers. Very few felonies were committed
in Barrington in those days and any that were, the offender when
arrested was held over in the town cell until he could be taken into
Chicago on the train; or if the offense was committed north of
Main Street, County Line Road, the prisoner had to go to
Waukegan, County Seat of Lake County. That meant a ride into
Chicago on the Northwestern to the Madison Street terminal,
where the prisoner would be transferred to another train on the
Milwaukee division of the Northwestern that went out through
Evanston and on to Waukegan. That took quite a lot of time.
Sometimes in an emergency a train could be flagged down at the
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Barrington Tower crossing on the EJ. & E. They only ran freight
trains and carried no passengers and permission had to be granted
by telegraph from Chicago to stop and board one of their trains.
This had been done in an emergency. Automobile travel was not
dependable at this time and sometimes roads were unpaved and
bad. I want to note above that the EJ. & E railroad ran directly
east from Barrington to Round Out, Illinois which is on the edge
of Waukegan. So the Justice of the Peace handled misdemeanor
cases, domestic troubles, trespassing cases, minor lawsuits, like
payment of a bill, performed marriages and handled disputes over
property rights. He also tried some juvenile cases I remember.
Some boys stole some property on the side of the track of the EJ.
& E; the boys were under 18; they tried to sell the items and were
arrested by Ed Peters,
the town marshall.
Tom held court in his
office next to the
bicycle shop which .was
across the street from
where the historical
museum 1s now. The
boys' father was
present, those boys
Tom Creet-3rd from the right
were sure scared. They
thought they were going to the county jail for sure. Tom called the
court to order and then put on his gold-rimmed pincnez glasses
with the black ribbon hanging down from the right glass. He sure
looked like a judge. I had never seen him look so stem. I was
about half scared myself. I was about 12 years old and had been
allowed to witness the proceedings; that would make it about 1921.
Tom read the charges and due to the fact that most all of these
small items had been recovered and returned to the railroad,
leniency was recommended. The boys were turned over to Ed
Peters and were to report to him every morning at 7 o'clock and
draw a wheelbarrow and brooms and shovels and they cleaned the
Barrington streets for 2 weeks every day. The punishment also
had the effect that all their school friends would see them doing
this. Around this same time Barrington employed one motorcycle
policeman who patrolled one of the through roads that ran through
Copyright 2009 Barrington History Museum. All Rights Reserved.
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the outskirts of the village. One day a well-to-do Chicagoan driving
a Caddy or a Stutz was arrested while speeding through Barrington
on his way up to Lake Geneva for the smnmer weekend. He was
brought into Judge Creet with his ticket to go to court. He looked
around Tom's office, which had a desk, a stove and some chairs, a
few old pictures on the wall and a framed charter of "The Order of
Modern Woodmen." He was wearing a diamond double headed
eagle Masonic ring and he whispered to Tom "take it easy on the
fine will you, Judge. I'm a Mason" "I'm a bricklayer myself" said
Tom, "that'll be twenty-five dollars and costs." I think the costs
part of the fine went to the constable and the Judge.
Ella Creet, 1859-1878
My mother called her Aunt Ella and so ·did Uncle Frank
when they were small children. She was a very sweet girl I was told
and she was adopted and loved by all the Creet family. Tom and
Jack thought of her as their own sister and Aunl Lizzie Kitson
knew her also as she lived there when Ella was alive.
One morning in 1859 when Mrs. Creet opened her back
door very early she found a newborn baby wrapped in a blank.et in
a basket. 'The baby was just a couple of hours old. Whoever left

Harry, Caroline, and Tom Creel
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the baby there a very short time before somehow had known that
Mrs. Creet had borne a baby just a week or 10 days previously and
the infant had died at birth or a few days later. So Mrs. Creet still
had breast milk and could nurse this foundling child, otherwise the
new baby would surely die. In those days there was no other way
to feed a baby that young,just mother's milk.
So the Creets kept the baby and called her Ella and she
became a member of the family. I was told that Grandpa Creet
believed that Ella was the child of some young unmarried girl and a
hired man out on a farrn somewhere near Barrington. That the
man had been to Creets' blacksmith shop and had no doubt
overheard that Mrs. Creet had just lost a baby. Ella died when she
was 19 from consumption, now known as tuberculosis.
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Visil the Barrington Area Historical Sociely and see the original
plaque on the Creel Blacksmith Shop.

The Creek Blacksmith Shop
You are standing in front of a replica of
the Creel Blacksmith Shop. At the
time, the address was 112 West Station
Street. Over the years, in addition to
smithing and horseshoeing, it served as
a bicycle and wagon repair shop.
James Creel was born in Lincolnshire England, in 1826. His wife,
Sarah was born in Pelerborough, North Hampton, England, in
1828. They immigrated to the U.S. in the early 1850s, and settled
at Harv's Corner, which today would be Roselle and Baldwin roads
in Inverness. The community at that time was called Deer Grove.
The Illinois and Wisconsin Railroad (now the Chicago
Northwestern) was laying track and establishing railroad stations.
One was to be in Deer Grove, but plans changed and the station
was eslablished in Barrington. For this reason, the Creel's decided
to move. They put their shop and their home on a flatcar and had
them delivered to Barrington, setting them down at the SW corner
of Station and Cook Streets. This was in 1853. The house stands
at 201 W. Station Street to this day.
Thomas Creet, James and Sarah's first son who had immigrated
with them, worked at a farrier for the horse and wagon fleet at
Marshall Field's as a young man. When James died in 1879,
Thomas joined by his younger brother John (J.C.), took over their
father's business. Their mother, Sarah, died in 1896. Thomas
would remain in the Station Street house until he died in 1939 at
age 90.
Barrington was a key producer of farm and dairy products. The
new railroad station became a focal point for all business activity.
The Creel family played a big role in this activity and made a major
contribution to the economic well-being of the area.
You will find additional information about the Creel family and the
growing community of Barrington, Illinois, inside.
Courtesy of William R. Rose, Barrington, Illinois, 2005.
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Exhibit
NOW SHOWING
"Retrospect on Barrington Blacksmith"
Open Daily 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m .
. Barrington Area Historical Society
Old Barrington Center
212 West Main Street
Barrington, IL 60010
For information and tours
Call: 847-381-1730
or see us on the web at www.BAHSIL.org
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