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Are YOU an OVERCOMER?
By Wade Anderson

Let’s pray; "Heawvenly Father | thank You for Your promised Holy Spinf that ives on the inside of each and every one of us
that believes and recenes Your Son Jasus Chisl, our Rescuer, owr Redeemer as our Lord and Sawvior, Holy Spint T give
You permission fo nse up on the inside of me, o guwide us all to the message that God has sent You with. Use me as a
messanger with these words here today and ey nof be OF me but THROUGH me and all for Your glory LORD. | thank
You now, and always in Jesus name. And let His church say, AMENT

WOW! | want to start off by welcoming all of you new people 1o our X348 family! For the rest of cur ‘family’ that have
been with us for awhile now, short and tall®, we love you and thank each and every one of you for listening and OBEYING
thie woice of God over these last 12 yaars! This ministry would NOT have accomplishad all that it has if it weran't for God
touching each and every one of our hearts. | mean that from deep in my heart. HALLELUJAYT Mow give the Lord a LOLUD
praise of thanksgiving!!

YES, Praise Jesus! It has now been 12 vears since we heard His voice and seen a giimpse of the vision, "Send hope,
love and encouragement.” Pretty simple huh? Well, believe me | was as MUCH of a rag tag individual to fulfill this vision
as many of you might consider yourselves to be, ancther thing, God would be unjust to give us a vision and not anoint us
for that vision. Besides GOD sees ALL of His children with a MUCH different vision than we generally see ourselves, God
sees His children THROUGH the Blood of His Son Jesus Christ which is the express image (Cofosslans 7:15, Hebrews
1:3) and faundation of His LOVE! But yal many of us shll camy such a low salf image of ourselves, YOU HAVE GOT TO
STOP THAT! If (od calls you His child and has seated you at His right hand when you received Jesus, and you See your-
selves as less than anything other than what He says about you, then you are pretty much calling God a liar and declaring
that Jesus didn't pay enough to redeam you! STOP ITISTOP ITI STOP IT! If that is vou STOP listening to the lies of a
guilty conscience, that's the voice of a siranger.

Let's look at this in the Message Translation. Jesus says it like this, L&t e ast @ils balors pew a6 ity a6 0 s 0F
& pereen e ooy ar fireepd (e famos of 0 sbesm pea betsay of @by drmeh O eois, pee foder b oE o
iy ke Sl mnsdtary The efemla’ el wapka o to the geis. The grtelesmar diens e geis oo Ol o dhe
Sihap raeoprales s wvaise Ho ealls fie e sy By moms and s Ghem el B b2 mecs Xoco off oo, e
(el MR S (e Ml Deehnse Ihery £Fp faiDne ol fis vaise, THher epd ] falize £ SlrEmgars wakee S el
FesiEr beeamss hey arEn® peed] 42 dhe soom &F ¥ (John 70:1-5) There's no reason to beat yourselves up when you
miss it. Hack avan with that explanation the very people in His physical presence didn't understand Him. Our advantaga
over theirs is that we have Holy Spirit MOW living on the inside of us. He continually keeps nudging and encouraging us to
do, say and be the right thing, So let's clear this up, who's the one climbing over the fence and screaming in your ear? Its
the sheep rustler! You are God's sheep! Jesus again says, “TTd SiEFE morhess & 5 Stal oo [0 ST dasdrin Ky
parpees i de pive dbem & il and eadiEidng 0% (John 10:10)

Let me say this and | pray that you all will receive it with the love that is intended. It IS possible to hear the voice of the
stranger and it's important to point out that Jesus sad His sheep won'l obey or follow the voice of a stranger. We all know
firsthand that the liar, the sheep rustler, is the one who screams in cur ears about our past. We MUST learn and BELIEVE
that who God says we are WE ARE! It's when we REALLY understand His truth about us, who our new identity is in, that it
becomes easier and easier o discern the devil's lies! S0 now let me ask you, whose voice are you listening too and fol-
lowing 7

Paul once considered himself to ba wisa in the understanding of Scriipture. But after Jesus (Grace) spoke to him and spe-
cifically called him (Acts 9) the scales of religion/Law fell from his eves and he soon realized how foolish he had been. So
what better Biblical example to use than the Apostle Paul's very own words. Listen, "But to those called by God to sal-
vation, both Jews and Gentiles, Christ 15 the power of God and the wisdom of God. This foolish plan of God is
wiser than the wisest of human plans, and God's weakness is stronger than the greatest of human strength.
Remember, dear brothers and sisters, that few of you were wise in the world’s eyes or powerful or wealthy when
God called you. Instead, God chose things the world considers foolish in order to shame those who think they
are wise, And He chose things that are powerless to shame those who are powerful, God chose things despised
by the world, things counted as nothing at all, and used them to bring to nothing what the world considers impor-
tant.” (1 Corinthians 1:24-28) Paul was speaking these words about himself. And he finishes with, "As a result, no one
can ever boast in the presence of God.™ (T Corintfians 1.23)

When | gave myself, 100%, to the Lord 12 1/2 years ago | really didn't have a clue what God had in store for me. | had
very little understanding of the Bible but the one thing | did have was the DEEP desire o KNOW God ina REAL and
personal way, As | read the Bible | used several differant devolionals and franslations to halp me find an aven greater
understanding of His Word, | visited many churches in the valley. Some | was comfortable being in and, well, others it
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seemed | was out of placa. Lots of these churches we went to at least a couple times aach. | know that the Word was
being taught in these other churches but felt Holy Spint nudge me on o somewhere new. In this | am NOT endorsing
"church hoping', until we Teel’ just right or the people make us feel' good. Motice that | said Holy Spinit nudgaed me on. In
my seeking lo KNOW God, | love how He 5o strategically directed me, within a few manths, 1o Living Ward Bible Church,
in Mesa, Arizona. This was over 40 miles from our home, but He knew where His Word was being taught, and where He
wanted us,

Fram the beginning Living Word has always taught me that the Word of God was and 1S the only real truth and | take it to
be my final authority. Holy Spirit witnessed (o my spirt and 1 believed it, every bit of it, from cover (o cover. | just couldn't
get enough of the Word, All the while | sucked up many differant trus Bible teachers books of information. | felt like | was
always praying, not for things, but for an even deeper understanding of what | was reading and how it applies to my life.
And oh my gosh, you would crack up if vou could see my first Bible. It is highlighted and color penciled in about every
color in the rainbow. | was blessed (o be the "stay at home” grandpa s0 when Anthony was little he was with me most of
the time. As he walched and cbserved me | couldn’t tell him that he shouldn®t color in the books because | was doing it
ton, Underdined, circled and the margins full of comments and whole Books falling out of it. As | was nearing the second
year with that Bible | noticed something crazy. In many places one color was overlapping another color. What | then
realized was that after reading it one time, the next time Haly Spirit was expanding the revelation in what | had already
raad by pulling in a few words from the previous highlighted or un-highlighted area. | still get that ole Bible out and read it
from time to time and when | do I'm amazed at some of the things Holy Spirt laid on my heart that | wrote all over the

pages,

| read Scriptures telling me, ", yes | alone, will blot out your sins for My own sake and will never think of them
again.” (lsalah 43:25) &nd * For [ will be merciful to their unrightecusness, and their sins and their iniquities will |
remember no more,” (Hebrews §:12) "The LORD gives rightecusness and justice to all who are treated unfairly ...
The LORD is compassionate and merciful, slow to get angry and filled with unfailing lowve. He will not constantly
accuse us, nor remain angry forever. He does not punish us for all our sins; He does not deal harshly with us, as
we deserve. For His unfailing love toward those who fear Him is as great as the height of the heavens abowve the
earth. He has removed our sins as far from us as the east is from the west. (Psalm 103:6, 8-72)

Being truly committed to following Jesus | remember reading those verses and with tears running down my face | looked
up and said, "Lord, I'm ALL in! If You've done all of this for me | want to be right here, close to You, all the days of my lifel
Thank You Sirl® | took God at His Word, | believed that He was who He said He was and that He would do what His Word
said He would do. I'm not saying that | understood all of what | was reading then but | realized that what | didn't under-
stand was simply that, | just didn't understand it, yet.

| saw, in His Word, Jesus telling me, T [eve dalkl ey dhese Milngs, oo (et in (6 peo mmepr beve peaee, [ dhis werlE
o il (s i, St 0ol baard [ s svarsemis @0 warlEl® (John 16:33) | was encouraged and felt inside that
He would continue and always be here for me, David wrole, "But you, Lord, are a shield around me, my glory, the
Cne who lifts my head high.” (Psalm 3:3) Then the author of Hebrews (| personally believe it is Paul) wrote, "There-
fore, since we are surrounded by such a great clowd of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the
sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.” (Hebrews 13:7) WOW!
How powerful is that? Just throw off, like an ole dirty piece of clothing, EVERYTHING that entangled and caused us
problams in the past "And lef us run with perseverance the race marked out for us,” HALLELLL AH!

"For everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith.
Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God." (1 John 5:4-5)
"You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the One who is in you is greater than the
one who is in the world.” (1 John 4:4) "The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it."
(John 1:5) It was when | read and listened to the Holy Spirit speak to me through these words that John wrote that | soon
realized we 100, those who believe, are (hwwomers for Gfiriz! Why? Because He first overcame EVERYTHING for us 1o
show us the way! "Bt thanks be o Godl He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (T Corlnthians
15:57)

I'm completely convinced that ong of the major reasons some of us have such a hard time taking God at His Word is
because we truly don't believe we are who He says we are, in Him. That means that we have an identity problam. Believe
me, the devil, cur enemy, loves it when he finds us in this position! We have to STOP running arcund with that old worldly
ID card, the ane that says "You can't do this because you've done this or thatl, You'll never amount to anything! Look who
your parents were, you'll end up just like them!™ BUT GLUESS WHAT? Paul clearly tells us, in 2 Corinthians 5:17, that
when we have asked Jesus to bea the Lord of our ife, "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come;
The ofd has gone, the new is herel® So you are NOT who you used o be! You have a brand new Spint on the inside of
you that knows exactly who He is and all Ha needs from you is 1o invite Him to risa up on the inside of you, show you what
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you need to geat rid of and then thank Him for helping you accomplish it all! Mow that's someathing to get excited abaut right
there. There should be a loud, "AMEM!" right there.

Let's continue on in 2 Corinthians 5:18-18, from the Message Translation, "Look at it! Al this comes from the God
who seftled the relationship between us and Him, and then called us fo seftle our relationships with each other,
God put the world square with Himself through the Messiah, giving the world a fresh start by offering forgiveness
of sins. " Do you see that? In Christ you are NOW in right relationship with God, you're square and you MOW have a fresh
start] Mowhera hera does it say this takes place whan you get to heaven, NOI It started the second you raceived Jesus,
right here on earth! We have got to start not just acting like we know who we are bul start being who He says we are!

It has been because of the many of you therg', the ones that have written to us "here’ that God has used to help me gain
an even greater revelation of His Word. | remembered reading how Solomon had prayved to God, in 1 Kings 3:7-5,
(Message) "GOD, my God, You have made me, Your servant, ... I'm oo young for this, a mere child! | don’t know
the rapes, hardly know the ‘ins' and ‘ouwts’ of this fob. And here | am, set down in the middle of the people You've
chosen, a great people-far too many to ever count. Here’s what [ want; Give me a God-listening heart so | can
fead Your people well, discerning the difference between good and avil. For who on their own is capable of
leading Your glorious people?" For probably the first & yvears nearly every night abowt 7 or & pm | would get myself
something to drink and then get alone in my office where | always began in prayer, like Solomon, for His wisdom to be
able to answer all of your mail.

Many days there would be a minimum of 15 to 20 pieces of mail sitting in front of me, and in the beginning 1 personally
wiould answer every ong that came in, in the order in which we received them, The reason for that was because that's
what God placed on my heart. (Belisve me, there is no pride or anogance in that last sentence. Only glory o God.) Listen-
ing to Holy Spirit many & night | would sit there praying and writing retum mail into the wee early momings. During this
miail discipling/mentonng process God spoke to me ong might and said, "You'll never be lonely again.” Mot understanding
what He meant | continued to read your mail and pray about every single one of them. Many times I'd be crying while
raading testimonies and prayer requests. Than othar times, baing filled with His Spirit | would ery and laugh at the same
time. | THEM began to realize what He meant about "never being lonely again,” You see, that's why | always say that WE
MEED ALL OF ¥YOU maybe maore than you need us, I'd like to think and believe | would be on this same path had God not
assigned this vision to us BUT, | know for sure that ALL OF YOU have played a tremendous part in building and lifting me
up while we all continue fo leam and grow together, AMEN!?

Dwver the years, probably the first 6 1/2 to T years for sure, opposition came at this newsletter from what seemed like every
direction. Some of the people that were with us in the beginning slowly bagan to filter away to do other things. In my igno-
rance, in those new beginnings, | believed that God had placed us all together and that we would stay together. Since
then God has shown me "Seasons change and so do people, don't lose haart, keep coming.” Thera were a few different
prisons where mail and property persennel were rejecting the newsletters and seemingly coming against us. Then there
was the cost, from our own pockels, and where we were in gur finances, than, it was fremendous. I'm not saying that
Michelle and | were doing it all alone because we were getting some offerings from a few people o help with the printing
and the postage cost and even at that it was wearing cut home printers left and right and sucking the ink cartridges dry
like a new bom baby doas a bottle,

At one paint a couple of different people I'd known from the past came along and offered to print it for us and slip it out the
back door of where they were working. Even though this was getling the message sent oul, the second month that this
happenad God opened my eves (o "If it has to go out the back door it's wrang for you.” This was about integrity, from the
beginning, for both me and for this ministry. And it's been this way from there forward. Every single penny, stamp or
resource that has either been mailed o us or handed to us has gone directly into preducing and mailing this newsletter,
God has shown us over the years how to ba better stewards of all the resources He provides. What once cost us $5.57 a
complete newsletter, at FedEx, now costs us under 1 to print and mail in the LAVBES print shop. That equals 5 people
each month that now receive the newslaiter instead of 1 parson. The congregation at LWBC Iowves all of you and operates
according to Hebrews 13:3 (NEJ), "Remember the prisoners as if chalned with them-those who are mistreated-
since you yourselves are in the body also.™ This may sound a litfle bios but this is a body of believers that LOVE to
give! And to that | will say, "God knew very specifically what He was doing as He kept nudging us on to where He wanted
us io be planted, Mow let's ook here to Psalms 1:1-3 (Message), for a second, "How well God must like you-you don't
hang out at Sin Saloon, you don’t slink along Dead-End Road, you don't go to Smart-Mouth College. Instead you
thrill to GOD's Word, you chew on Scripture day and night. You're a tree replanted in Eden, bearing fresh frouft
every month, Never dropping a leaf, always in blossom.”

I love how the Message Bible ranslates these Scriplures. "Youw don't hang out at Sin-Saloon, you don't slink along
Dead-End Road and you don't go to Smarft-Mouth College.” I's so important that we don't frequent the same places
.confinued on page 8
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Tribute to My Sister, Kay
By W.R.

Editor's Note: This poem is special o me as both the writer and his sisler are special people in my life. A letfer came lo us
from W.R. with this message in it. And we're gratefu! for God's promise of a forever life with Him.

I want you to know that | was going to have that church sent o you and Michelle back in Aprnil for Easter. But | know now
that God wanted you to pick it up in person so that you could pray with my sister. She went homa 1o be with the Lord four
days after yvou were there. And | know that church has found a good home there with vou and Michelle. Would you please
prink this poam in tha newslattar, | know Kay would love that,

Tribute to My Sisier, Kay

She can meet you face to face or eye {o eye,
She'll tell you the truth when others e

She's always there to share your burdens, when life seems all up hill
Always there to comfort you and sooth the pain you feel.

And when the burden gels too heavy and you stumble akong,
She stands baside you right or wrong.

she's always there to lean upon when no other is around
And there to pick you up when you stumble to the ground

She's always there 1o comfort you in times of sirife,
For she's your rainbow, your star in life.

And she stands beside you and never once complains,
=he shares in your burdens, joy and pain.

And she could be a magician in her cwn way,
Your sunshine throughout the day,

And she's so beautiful as only sisters can be,
She's your eves when you cannol see.

And when you've lost your riches, your power and your fame,
She's shill your sister just the same.

O Death Where Is Your Sting (| hear Kay answer with this)

And Jesus will greet me with a warm embrace,
As | enler into heaven with a smile on my face

And NO ONE can pluck me from my Father's hand,
For His angels will escort me into the promise land

Oh death where is thy sting,
Today, | walked through your doors to be with me King!

| Thought | Really Wanted To Go To Hell
By 5.B.

First of all | thank you for writing back to me so fast. What staried the conversation between me and the other brother in
here was that | saw you in the warahouse one day dropping off some books and you looked familiar, | don't forget faces
and | know at some point our paths have crossed. As we were talking this brother handed me a copy of one of the Shwr-

Ghercomers for 8 fvist 0. Box 42023 Phoenix, Arizona 85050
Mg s (602 472-8741 » OCACphx@gnail.com



I

o the neide

comers for (Afrist newsletters, and | was excited to read it.

| wasn't always a satanist, in fact | hava baan to Teen Challenge several times but naver completing the program. In that
time | did experience the Word and His Holy Spirit. Also my grandpa on my mother's side was a Pentecostal preacher and
| went to church with them as a young boy. In 2003 | starded playing with the devil, mastly in my mind, Then later | got
acquainted with some more ways of satan and his legion. In this | noticed that a lot of people in this world don't really
realize how REAL the spirit world is.

Anyways, | was hooked on Meth since | was 17 years old. | ended up bacoming a junkie, an all round leser. The only thing
that made me feel good was Meth, and satan. | had accepted him as my father, and the legion as my family. Also during
this time | had a growing desire to be a 'biker’ so badly, and it kept growing in me. | was being such a loser and a junkie
that | couldn’t even put one foot in front of the othar. All | was doing was hanging around with tweekear's and bacoming
maore and more delusional.

Long story short there were some things that took place with my family and | was in prison at the time. Getting out | found
out and went off the deep end and ended up getting amested. | remember being in the interview room with the polica and |
was =0 tired, wondering why | was still alive and what good am | to anyvone. Mot only that, but when | was being inter-
viewed | told the polica that = was God’, and | was satan. And today, I'm still not real happy with mysetf about all of that. |
was so massed up that all | wantad to do at that point was to die,

| knew that | screwed up in many ways when | was out there, So when | came back to prison this time | knew | neadad to
change or | would end up dyeing. | 30 wanted to be a better person, son, brother and most importantly, a good dad. That's
all I've wanted to be. Like my dad who | never met and was never therg for me, | was tuming out just like him. Although |
had vowed to mysell 1o make changes while | was in prison this time it never occurred to me that | needed 10 walk away
from satan. In fact in this time my love for him seemead o grow. | even felt like my beliefs grew stronger, and mysalf indul-
gence was 1o better my life. Here in prison, except for twice, any stuff I've done concerning Satan was in private, just like it
was for me when | was out there. The only reason people here even knew | was a satanist is because a ot of my tattoos
are satanic, So it was obvious. | wasn't being that way to scare people, | thought | really wanted to go to heill,

| also thought, I'd rather live in hell than be a slave, The Bible even says that not everyona is going 1o heaven, Basides, |
figured that God didn't love me, and | didn't know how to stop being the way that | was for Him to love and accept me. |
haven't liked myself for a very long time, if ever. Since | couldn't like myself, | surely have never loved myself. | don't think
that | ever showed real love to other people either and cerainly my adlions haven't. The longer I've been in prison, and
the longer I've been riding on the devil's highway the more lonely, sad and angry | have gotten. Those are the only
fealings I've had for years now. | do know that Jesus has never let go of me though, because | was always in a spiritual
battle.

One night, about a month ago, | was standing on the basketball court just looking at the sky and | felt the presence of God
tell me | could come back to Him, and that it's ckay 1o just be me. | always felt that | had to be perfect if | was goingto be a
Christian, I'm not perfect but fell God was telling me to stop Irying 1o be something I'm not, that He loves me, that He was
cool with me being the imperfect me and He would help me with those things.

S0, | denounced salan, and asked Jesus to forgive me and the Holy Spirt to come back into my lifel Since then | have
went a couple of times o church hera with this brother in Christ | spoke of eardier. | even asked my mom and stepdad,
who are Christians, to send me a Bible. Of course they were more than willing as you can imagine.

I'll admit that | have been struggling with some guilt feelings because even though | did walk away from satan | felt loyalty
to him, even though | know he never loved me, | felt | loved him and sometimes feel like | had abandoned him. | also feel

Quilty bacause | know that JESUS REALLY DOES LOVE ME and all tha things I've said and done against God makes me
fesl unworthy. So that's where I'm at and I'm going to keep pressing on.

| want you to know, | really do believe that God wanted for me to see you that day in the warehouse when you dropped off
those books for these prisons here. That's what really got me 1o thinking a Iot, seeing you and trying to place whare our
paths had crossed.
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Are YOU an OVERSOMER? by Wade Anderson continued from page 5
wie wene delivered out of or the same crowad we ran with! Now that our lives have begun the change by Holy Spint's
guidance we shoulkdn't act like we are better than our old friends. But on the other hand, how are we going to have this
new side of the fence look good to them if we keep going over there and playing those same old games? The longer we
stay where God has placed us the better our lives will not only become, but as well will become more appealing to them.

As my new life began and | started seeing things from a much different perspective, | knew that | in a sense had to be
selfish, In other words if | didn't protact this new understanding and grow in the knowledge of who God was, who | am in
Him and what He wanted for me o be and do, how could 1 ever accomplish what He had set before me? The world might
call this a selfish act, separating ourselves from the people we once ran with, But I'm here o tell you all, it has to be that
wiay if we ever want 1o climb out of the mess we wenz in. We have to truly understand that there is no way we can help
anyone else if we chose to swim in the same cesspool. We have lo get our own feet planied on solid ground before we
reach out and help pull someone elsea oul,

Eary on | heard a song by Tim McGraw and some of the lyrics were, "How bad do you really want it? Are you eating,
sleeping, and dreaming with that one thought on your mind? | wanted out of that old Iife so bad that these lyrics became
a greater part of my days. That was how bad | didnt want those old ways AND how badly | did want to experience ALL
that God had planned for my life. | had 1o change my old habits in order 1o reach the vision God had placed in my hearl.
By changing my focus my habits began to change. Slowly the people and the habits began o fade away. Some people
will fade away out of respect for what you are now attempting to accomplish. Then others fall away because you are not
the same, spending less and less time with you they begin to feel that you're not as fun anymore. As sad as that may
sound to some of you, it proves to be a Blessing in disguise. And besides, as long as we stay on the path with God some-
where down the road God may cause our lives 1o cross again and THEMN we may be able 1o wilness 1o them when their
hearts are right and ready for the truth we have in us. 50 STAY ON YOUR SIDE OF THE FENCE!

The old saving, ‘Birds of a feather flock together’ has 50 much truth in it | can almost guarantes you, because I've fried it
for myself, that you could go back to nearly every ona of the places you used to frequant and guess what you will find?
Many of the same people doing exactly the same things! OF course they will welcome you in, why? Another old saying
with truth, "Misery loves company.” Being children of God we are NOT suppose to blend in, Jesus now says, and wams
us, “itaey ar Mie SRl & fis earii. St 0 Ahe sl heds S snliivaas, My eam 1 e medE sally auai? I no Beher
g e erabing, ceresEd de G dhroem o oo trenied cndarteet Y ars e fnbd aFf e ezl A decem Sl eo
& il amroed B Mnieian ™ (Matthew 5:13-14) Then 1 Peter 2:9 also tells us, “But you are a chosen people, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, God's special possession, that you may declare the praises of Him who called you out
of darkness into His wonderful light.” Since God has called us 1o be the salt of the eanth that would mean that hanging
out in those old places with those old familiar people we could lose our saltiness and no longer be good for the things He
has picked out for us, So don't allow the worlds definition of selfishness to draw you back in. And don't fall for the trap of
false lonelinegss”. As an old pal of mine used to say, "We can't save them with or without a cape®™ and I've since learned,
"It's Holy Spirits job to fouch and change thair hearts and direction not owurs.” Remember what Paul told us in Romans
10:16-17, "But not everyone welcomes the Good News, ... So faith comes from hearing, that is, hearing the Good
News about Christ." Things never change around us until we begin to allow change within us! Or as the fitle of one of
Joseph Prince's books that I've read states, Right Believing Leads to Right Living, not the other way around. It may seem
like I've gotten off track but | haven't. Lel's continue.

We ALL should be grateful and thankiful that God still loves us EVEN in our ignorance, AMENT?! Not knowing what to do or
who to tum to, | went to God in prayer about the newsletter, (Going to God should akways be our first reaction, not
people.) Working to print and send the newsletter to evervone each month was my main focus for every day. | fell on my
knees in front of the couch and literally cried out to God the only way | understood at that time, in desperation. "God, it
seems like someone would ba willing to take a chance on us!® Sounds pitiful huh? This prayer was at a Iittle over 14
months into the vision God gave us. See why | said that God loves us even in our ignorance? Come on now, don't lock at
me like that, | thought that 14 months was a long time and we should have proven our faithfulness o someone by then,
right? There you all go again, looking at me like I'm the only weird one.

I'm confident that many of you too have expenenced issues early on in your own walk where you have felt the same way!
"someone would be willing io take a chancea on us” feeling, maybe with a spouse, your children or simply society at large.
Fourtean manths of living this naw life with Christ as the center seems like a LONG time for people like we once wara,
How many times in the past had we made confession to God and our loved ones, "I've changed, I'l never go back to that
lifestyle again™ I'm not saying that we didn't mean it at the ime, but mora imes than not we weren™ otally all in, We 50600
came bo experience that it was only until we got out of that' jam and then we reverted right back to that same old yomit?

Let's look at these words here in 2 Peter 2:20-22 and then tell me that this was not us. “If they have escaped the cor-
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ruption of the world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and are again entangled in it and are
overcome, they are worse off at the end than they were at the beginning. It would have been better for them not
to have known the way of rightecusness, than to have known it and then to turn their backs on the sacred
command that was passed on fo them. Of them the proverbs are true: “A dog returns to its vomit,” and, “A sow
that is washed returns to her wallowing in the mud.”

fany of us have been set free from alcohol, drugs, food, anger, pom or whatever else was holding us hostage and
thought that was the last of 'it'. Thinking that we are now in the clear we decide that 'T've got this God'. We don't keep up
with the relationship we had with Him like we did while we wera locked up. People, when vou hit these streets time' truly
seems to evaporata, We know we have 1o work (o pay restitution, child support, rent, food and just general life's
expensas. We are working harder, and with longer days time gets away from us. We come homa, fall asleep and befora
we know it it's time to get up and start the same routine all over again. The weekend rolls around and some friends are
rmeetling for something to eat and a couple drinks, You don't drink but you agree to come along for the food and convarsa-
tion. *Come on®™ someone says, "It's just one drink, and besides you've been doing greal and we're proud of you.™ Now
you agree o have just one and then yvou have 1o gel home. A few weeks have come and gonea and the want' to fit in has
kept youl in the mix more than you planned? Maybe your heart’s desire is for a good man or woman 1o spend vour time
with and settle down'? You meet that person in the wrong place and naxt thing we know you're rght back in the world
rore messad up than wea ever ware and wonder, "HOW DID | GET HERE?"

Now listen to how the Message translates Jesus saying about the "HOW DID | GET HERE", ™l & s el sz
s crrpalizd) (tvaan eemieaEns, & diiis afeng direamh e dascr ipaling iy a0 aesls, Aame meraTeeling ool K eam
Bl Wen B dossn® fied anpremns, 0 iy, T go Eoalt do ey el ot * Cn rehom & feds e parsan goed-
(el ety (ot oot O ot suores coand o] et g edvioh e sppiriis mies detll e Meal aed dhsr &0 dooes
i, retEmitED 08 epE. et peracn cnsks op for eeree el dham X ety mevar pedien efemmnes] e e de et ploes, TThels
et s ecerateo & M Yooy dayy O pono fens clesmooe oot Wi Mooy S peer (s s @i feadly far
Eng), b pE EreEt eaEiiatds i Gy rDehm messamE,. Sl nayr 2 (e deedic £ meving Sesl in. " (Matthew
12:43-45) Now again | ask us all to be honest, isn't this exactly what we all have done at some point or anather? Jesus'
words here explain exactly why we would find curselves in deeper ruls than before, because we didn't fill ourselves with
MORE of Him! Folks we cannot keep embracing sin and expecting God's blessings to continue flooding our lives, God
loves yvou but He will NOT get involved with sin in our lives!

Even in those imes of ignorance to His Word God knows our hearts desires. 'l admit, when God spoke softly 1o me that
day there in front of our couch, "Why are you asking Me? Go ask the church.®, and as | was wiping the slobber and tears
fram miy face | felt sort of like ... well foolish. Why? Because His gentle but subile wonds brought o my remeambrance,
"(I've) already supplied ALL of your needs according to My riches and glory through Christ Jesus. The provision is at the
church.” (Philippians 4:19) Had | not been tuning mysalf to listen intently, even with some ignorance, and following Holy
Spirit's lead | would have missed this correction and redirection while | was down there in front of the couch. | got up from
the slobbery mass | was kneeling in and called Living Word Bible Church for a meeting with Pastor Jason Anderson, my
brother, my friend and someone God has placed in my Iife to disciple me. Remember this was the place God directed us
to within the first couple of months of our "church search', over 40 miles from home for a meeting with Pasior Jason
Anderson, and yes we are related, through the greatest bloodline ever, the Blood of Jasus, It was while we wera in the
middle of cur meeting that the presence of God FILLED the room. As he tumed 1o look at me he asked, "Did you just feel
that?™ I was in tears as we looked at each othar and | answered, "YES!" It was right then that Pastor Jason told me,
“Living Word has had prison minkstry on our hearts for some lime now. We've had our eyes and hearts open for that
someone that Gad has anointed for this particular minisiry. If you are willing we would love to take the Swromers for (8 firist
on as a minisiny of LWBC, under our umbrella of covering. Would you become the director of prison ministry for Living
Word Bible Church? | could barely believe it. | walked in to his office as a backyand, ragtag small group of people and
MOW we are considered a ministry!? That's what God had in mind whan He sent us there! PRAISE JESUS! And hera we
are today, celebrating the 12th year anniversary of the Shwreoners for (it newsletter!

Even as | write this my eyes are attempling 1o leak. That experience is as real inside of me loday as it was that day over
11 years ago. There are many of you that have been on this adventure with us from day one and can witness that "obedi-
ence and timing' has caused us ALL to flourish and grow from what was once 35 people. In the first 14 months God grew
us from 35 to 100 people. There were 100 brothers and sisters on the mailing list when we wenl to LWBC for help. Today
God has grown us close to 900 people on the GY3 48 mailing list today! Praise and Glory only to God! The &Y8 43 ministry
has MEVER been about "how mamy' there are on the mailing list. If there were 50, 35 or even 10 people on the mailing list
I wauld be just as committed to God as | was whan thers wera 1200. Qur primary vision mission of "Sanding hope, love
and encouragement”, | pray, is that of the one Jesus speaks aboul here in Luke 15:3-7, “Snpipass e & ey 8e 8
(homeled ke and haes ane &F fham. Daesn® e lzave the minagsniie dn e gpen eeeminy and ge afer dbe [Eat
Sl ool (g ooz % Aol wlbae e Mok I (6 ety s 0 G (S shealiinrs nd Hocs Dedis, Ve 06 sails
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Brothers and sisters s0 many limes we operate out of our feelings. Not all feelings can be trusted as truth. | encourage us
all to test Teelings’ against the Wand of God before we react, “Do these feelings line up with what God's Word says about
me?" Fealings can tum into a runaway train and before we catch ourselves we've run off track and wake up in a field
somewheare, We've got 1o stop giving in to feglings and allowing them to highjack our future! Believe me please, I'm
leaming these same things right along with every one of yvou. In these past 12 years |'ve had MANY different thoughts and
feelings | never thought | would have once | came 1o live for Jesus. I've asked God, "How long am | going to be doing
this? | sure hope this is You leading "us’ 75 miles one way 1o start a new church in Florence, Arizonal Sometimes | just
want io quit God.” These are feelings that have run through my head. But in a second, | remember where | was and see
teday where God has brought my whaole family too and | refuse to allow those feelings anymaore time in my head! The few
times | have felt that way | grin real big and tell satan, "There must be something really big about 1o jump off here in the
near future or vou wouldn't be trying so hard (o get me to quit! Lat me remind youw of Who's | am and | know my idenfity
and i Him | can't fail IF | dom't give up! So beat it! In the name of Jesus!” Even with our eyes fixed on Jesus, none of us
are prong fo the liar's temptations, NONE OF US! Let ma encourage you all with this, The saying, "Rome wasn't built in a
day™ means exactly that. None aof this just happens overnight, it has happened over TIME. And when | look at what God
has done and continues to do through each and every one of us it excites me! Things that | considered tough back in the
beginning now seam a |ot easier to walk through. 'm in no way saying | believe 've mastered this adveniure, but it is
easier, today, to discern God's voice and direction.

Ckay 'l close with this. In Dewteronomy 11:24 God promised Moses that He would give him every place he sel the sole
of his foot, After Moses had died God came 1o Joshua, in Joshua 1:3, and extended the same promise to him. “F will give
you every place where you set your foot, as | promised Moses. " Now, you wonder why this Scripture excites me? It's
because Joshua is a picture of Jesus and as children of God and joint heirs with Chnist Jesus these same promises made
available 1o them are NOW ours as well! In spite of what we do God has brought us all a very long way and He will NOT
drop us on our proverbial butts now. Just think for a second about the many things God has brought you out of. And every
time you find yourself standing in front of and about to embark into new tarritory remember His promise to you, "Every
place where you sel your foot, 1 WILL give you that territory™ and step forward! As our brother 'Foot' says, We love you
ALL, short and tall! ;) Remember, following Jesus is not always easy BUT IT 1S ALWAYS WORTH THE EFFORTI!

Vraise Reports
Hello Sheromers Sr (Shirist, First and foremost, thank you all for your support 1o stay in the Word and the newsletiers, God
bless you all. This is J.G. from down here at the Mancopa County 4th Avenue jail. 1 am extremehy thankful for Brother
Wade that takes the time 1o come down and visit with us here, I's nice 12 know that even in our salifary confinement we
ara not forgotten about by all in the outside world. | am still faily new to the teachings of the Bible and new 1o the love of
God our Father. But | have found it to be very true that there is a God who loves me, you and ALL that will take the time to
get to know Him, After 34 years of living wild and without a ¢ara | have finally asked God for His forgivenass for all of my
wrong doing. | now feel content with, if | die tomorrow | will be saved and go to heaven. | will be on my journey to DOC
and | just wanted to write & quick letter to let you all know my new commitment and to thank you and encourage vou 1o
keep up the great work, God loves you all and all that you do ... J.G

| have a praise repod ... | finally got a copy of my degree. Graduation ceremonies ware on May 10th, but | didn't bother
asking DOC to drive me out to Lovisiana ... hahahalll My mom got my legit copy sent to her, | guess it's in a leather case.
Another praise raport is that my buddy C does not have cancer, Yet another praise report is that | got my esophagus
dilated and | can eat bread again. | actually had a sandwich the other day, it was the first in a long time. Thank you Jesus!
Choking on food is miserable, It's something that | will not take for granted again. | guess when they scoped me they didnt
find any polyps or cancer in there either, so that's really awesome ... B.M.

Dear beloved family in Christ, I'm 20 very grateful for the inspirational (Romans 8:28) birthday card. | usually start my
letters to all of you with the following salutation “Dear beloved associates in Chist™, but with all of your names and gregari-
ous greatings, you bruly feel like famihy. Due to several relacations, | just received it yesterday. It couldm't have armved at a
better time. A GO here confiscated my only pair of shorts. Maturally, this prison is in the desert and it gets extremely hot.
The devil is always trying to steal my joy, via his henchmen. Going out on the yard was mora than that old serpent of old
could tolerate. Meedless to say, I'm very distraught over losing the best shorts | ever owned. Mevertheless, your card
brought joy. Hey, at least I'm an the devil's radar, s0 | must be considered a threat, Praise the Lord! You all forever will be
in my pravers and dear o my heart ... H.M.
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A hat Others Are Saping...

*Dear (wroemers for (3 frist, hey (O3, thanks for corresponding back, very much appreciated. Thanks, family for staying
in contact, | thought | was forgotten about. Well, time has passed and time Is coming to a close, in Jesus Christ's name.
Amean. My release date is in 2020, only 11 months away. I'm 5o happy and prepanng for my release. I'm getting into this
program called “The Second Chamca” hene at Manzanita, It's a good program which helps with uniting me with iy famiky,
I'm so happy. &3+, thanks for keeping me in your thoughts, prayers and hearl, and not forgetting me as one of the
church members and your friend. Thanks for everyihing, very much appreciated, God bless aach of you at (8\343 and
take care." - MLA.

"The other night after a long day | got down commy knees o pray and thank God for my day and after | was done, as God

i5 my witness, | turnad the light out and laid down when not even 5 minutes goes by and a letter comes from under my cell

door. It was from you. | smiled 50 hard me celll says, 'Man you haven't even read what she has to say." | laughed out loud
and told him it was God speaking to me. He just lookad at me.™ - R.W.

"Hello brothers and sisters in Christ, | wish vou all blessings from God Almighty. You are all 3 blessing io me and my Mex-
ican-American community, Thanks very much for publishing my prayer in your wonderful newslattar. And it was published
just before an important mid-term election!’ | often pray that my community stops supporting and voting for ungodly politi-
cians. | been praying, interceding and fasting for my community in J&sus name, therg's going to be a revivall Thank you
brothers and sisters, | am very grateful for publishing my textin your newsletier. May the God of Isragl bless everything
you do for the Lord of Lords and King of Kings ... Shalom!” - A.J.

“| was reading a lot of testimonies in your newsletter with Santa riding a motor bike on the front cover. Your newsletter is
vary interesting. | love Jasus, evan though I've baen singing “Jasus loves ma yes | know, for the Bibla talls me so.” | want
o be put on vour mailing list if you are willing, if God is willing. Jesus loves you, your ministry, family, and | do too, hallelu-
jah. Love you all with all my heart, | do a lot of artwork, a lot of beautiful pictures. | liked that picture of Santa on the motor-

cycle." - B.T.

What is the biblical meaning of the number 127

The number 12 features prominently in the Bible. The Old Testament Book of Genesis stales
there were 12 sons of Jacob and those 12 sons formed the 12 tribes of Israel. The New Testa-
ment tells us that Jesus had 12 apostles. According to the Book of Revelation, the kingdom of
God has 12 gates guarded by 12 angels. The number 12 is displayed in many other contexts,
such as the 12 months of the year and the 12 constellations of the zodiac.

The number 12 is a symbol of faith.

Quote Worthy

“You cannot honor your family without nurturing your own sense of personal value and honor.”
- Stephen Covey (1932 - 2012) an American educator, author, businessman, and keynote speaker.

Living Word Bible Church Locations

Mesa - 3520 E. Brown Rd. Mesa, AZ 85213 Ahwatukee - 14547 5. S0th 31, #1635 Phoenix, AZ 85044
Scottsdale - 8551 E. Anderson Dr. #105 Scoltsdale, AZ 85255 Gilbert - 202 5. Gilben Rd. Gilber!, AZ B5296
Florence - Florence High School 1000 3. Main St. Florence, AZ 85132
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Ministry Tithes & Offerings
Hare is how you can give to the Shrcomers for (SErist ministry:

By check or money order - Make checks payable to Living Word Bible Church and in the memo section put “For Overcomers for
Christ”, Mail your check or money order to PO Box 42023, Phoenix, Arizona 83080

Your giving does qualify as a charitable contribution on your taxes. For donations of less than 5250, yvour cancelled chieck is suffi-
cient proof for taxes. For donations of $250 or more, you will receive a contribution statement from the arganization. If you have
any questions, please call or write Wade Anderson.
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Thank Yow God, For Overcomersy for Chwist
By AW.

First, I would like to-give all honor and glovy to-our Father God Who-gave us life,
And to-Hig Son Jesus; thwough Whow everything was created and made for owr Salvation and

light.
Second; I would like to-pray and ask God to-help all the volunteers at Overcomery for Chwist,
For taking their time witivthe newsletter and helping those who- made the wrong turn, tuwr
right.

Time iy the most preciows and valuable thing anyone huwmaw con give,
Most believe that owr time is oursy alone to- use however we wish while we live.
Its also-true that God gowve us all, "free will', although some know, withv life there's o price to-pay,
Those at Overcomers for Christ seem to- understand what Chwist did on Calvoawy that dey.

It was Christ's sacrifice that lety us live, It was Chwist Who- paid our debt,
We awe the sinners, NOT Chwist, we owe our life and time to-Himv for av 'Promise’ kept.
This life o earthv is short, let's invest in heaven which is forever and eternal,
Let’s not make things too- complicated; believing inv Chwist like the Bible says, it's just that simple:
If God gowve His Sow for us; just believe, have faith;, be patient, pray and live

Also; shaure, care, love, and give your time to-others, for me; that's what Overcomers for Christ
did/

Halp us be befler stewards by sending your change of address when you move o help reduvce unnecessany waste and expense
EDITORIAL Wade “Duck” Anderson, Michelle Anderson ART & DESIGN John Dobbing PRINTING Living Word Bible Church
Cohoercomers for (Sfirist a Ministry of Living Word Bible Church
wishdL Iivingwordonline.org_jascnivingword@gmail.com
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