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MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT
Compatriots,
As I’ve expressed to many of you
at your chapters, and through the
President’s Page at the ALSSAR web
site, I am truly honored to be serving
for a few short months as your
ALSSAR president. I thank you again
for the privilege of doing so.
We’ve had a very busy time in the
months of January, February and
March, and continue to do so into
April and May. We had a great annual
business meeting and convention
(ABMC) on the 18th of February at
the Embassy Suites Hotel in Hoover,
and Dr. Fred Olive and the compatriots and ladies of the Birmingham
chapter are to be commended for
their extraordinary effort. There are
pictures about the event found elsewhere in this newsletter. Also, you’ll
find a listing of those compatriots
who were recognized for their contributions to the Society this year as
well as the youth contest winners and
pictures. Many congratulations are in
order to all the participants in our
youth programs, for we had tremendous participation in all categories.
Including all programs, the ALSSAR
had almost 1,000 participants this
year. That is a great record for our
state and hopefully this will be continued for many years as we continue to
press toward excellence in our educational outreach programs.
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Thornton tapped to lead ALSSAR
The induction of a new slate of
officers and praiseworthy remarks
from NSSAR Secretary General
Larry Guzzy were the highlights
of the ALSSAR Annual Business
Meeting and Convention (ABMC)
at the Embassy Suites Hotel in
Hoover on Feb. 17-18.
Guzzy offered praise of the state
society and its outstanding successes achieved during the year,
noting the use of our membership
survey and the innovative actions
being taken to address the continuing challenges of membership
recruitment and retention, pointing out how this challenge is faced
by all SAR societies throughout

the nation.
Guzzy was recognized by ALSSAR president Fred Olive for his
leadership and guidance and presented with a token of our society’s appreciation.
Following Guzzy’s remarks,
entertainment was provided by
famed guitarist and folk singer
Bobby Horton. After his performance, Horton was presented with
his ALSSAR certificate of membership as the society’s newest
member.
The banquet was capped by
Guzzy’s installment of the new

President Thornton
receives neck ribbon
SEE CONVENTION, Page 3 from Fred Olive

Vietnam hero
honored by
Cahaba-Coosa

See MESSAGE, Page 2
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Cahaba-Coosa president Donald Roberson, left,
presents War Service Medal to Mel Shinholster

At the January meeting of the Cahaba
-Coosa Chapter, Melvin R. Shinholster
was awarded the War Service Medal
with the Vietnam Bar for his heroic
service during the Vietnam War.
The War Service Medal was first
authorized in 1899 for members who
served in the Spanish-American War.
It was subsequently authorized for
members who served in World War I
and World War II. Following World
War II, the NSSAR authorized a single
War Service Medal with specific service periods indicated by bronze bars.
During the Vietnam War and years
afterward, soldiers returning home were
not given the welcome they deserved.
Many were told not to wear their uniform when returning to the states.
See VIETNAM, Page 9
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Message
(Continued from Page 1)
It is not the numbers that are of significance, but what
they represent that is important. You must realize that
through our youth programs, we had these 1,000 students
researching, studying, learning and discovering what it
means to be an American. For this short period of time
we had these students concentrating on their heritage and
patriotism and educating themselves and their parents on
their country’s history and how America has evolved.
That is a very laudable happening and I am very proud to
be a part of this organization.
Following our State ABMC we had several members
(listed elsewhere) attend the National Society of the Sons
of the American Revolution (NSSAR) Spring Leadership
Conference in Louisville, Ky. Earlier, I sent you a description of this event and how the spring and fall conferences, coupled with the annual business meeting of the
trustees, help manage and direct the NSSAR.
In Alabama, we have our own management process
prescribed in our constitution and by-laws, modeled after
NASSAR. Our Spring Board of Managers (BOM) meeting will be conducted May 6 at the Shelby County Museum and Archives building (Old Shelby County Courthouse), in Columbiana. This is a very important event in
that this is where the BOM decides on the course of action to be followed by the ALSSAR. Every chapter has
two voting representatives (president plus one) who vote
on those matters to be decided. All ALSSAR members in
good standing (dues are current), may attend and observe
these meetings, but only the designated representatives
may vote.
In addition to the chapter representatives, all current
elected officers of ALSSAR, the national trustee and all
past ALSSAR presidents in good standing are voting
BOM members. I strongly urge all chapters to have their
designated representatives or substitutes identified to the
state recording secretary and participate in this exercise of
your authority.
I’ve heard from more than one source that the ALSSAR
is an organization of “Good Ole Boys” that control everything. Well, this is your opportunity to get “get off your
butts,” attend the BOM meeting and exercise your voice
in the management of your organization. It’s your Society, take charge of it. The reason that the “Good Ole
Boys” run it is because they’re the ones that attend the
meetings. The BOMs are one-day affairs, lunch is a part
of the registration fee which also covers the expenses of
conducting the meeting. This will be a major decisionmaking meeting, dealing with several procedural changes
for the Society. I urge you to attend and take part in the
management of your Society.
Thank you for your attention and remember we are
Americans by heritage.
— Hal Thornton
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State endowment fund
supports youth activities
While the ALSSAR Endowment Fund has been around for years, it
was only in August/September 2015 that the fund was placed with the
Community Foundation of South Alabama for management.
As a result of this move, the Endowment Fund Committee was able to
make a grant of $700 back to the state society for support of the prize
money for the youth activities and history teacher award, marking the
first time the fund has ever provided funds back to the state society.
According to the state by-laws covering the endowment an annual payment may be made to the society of up to 50% of the funds available to
be dispersed. That amount is determined by the Community Foundation
based on the value of the endowment fund.
The state endowment fund is now working as a true endowment under
IRS rules. This type of annual payout to the state society, based on
growth and dividends, will allow the ALSSAR to expand programs and
increase youth awards to help attract more student participation in our
various programs. This reduces the pressure to increase dues to help fund
these vital programs. One of the SAR’s fundamental goals is to educate
our young people on the principles upon which this great nation was
founded but, like almost everything else, it does cost money.
One of the benefits of having the endowment fund with the Community Foundation of South Alabama is all financial dealings with the fund
are now between the donor and the Community Foundation. The state
treasurer is no longer involved in dealing with endowment fund monies
and can concentrate on the financial operations of the state society.
At the same time the Community Foundation will provide a tax letter
to each individual making a donation, something that could not be done
in the past. Individuals, chapters, and the state society itself can all make
donations to the endowment. If you visit the ALSSAR web site you will
find a tab for the Endowment Fund with additional information on the
fund and examples of letters that should be used to make a donation.
Another positive feature is that individual donations can be made via a
credit card and you can even set up a system whereby a designated
amount of money can be charged to your credit card each month. Making a donation to the endowment fund is also a perfect way to remember
a deceased compatriot or friend. The individual’s next of kin will be notified by the Community Foundation that a donation has been made to the
Alabama SAR Endowment Fund in the person’s honor in much the same
way as a donation to the Cancer Society or American Heart Association.
The only way of raising the financial grants back to the state society for
our youth programs, is in increasing the value of the corpus of the endowment fund itself; at the end of February the value was approximately
$33,300. This, in turn, is almost totally dependent upon the members and
chapters being willing to contribute money to the endowment each year.
Last year three chapters stepped forward and contributed a total of
$1100 to the endowment. We are a society of 1000 members; just think
how the endowment could be grown by a donation of $100 by 100 members. That amounts to less than 28 cents a day, less than the cost a postage stamp, per each $100 donation! Are you willing to make that investment (or any investment) in keeping alive the ideals/principles of our
patriot ancestors and passing them along to future generations of Alabama students?
For additional information please contact compatriot John Wallace
(jrwsar@gmail.com), chairman, ALSSAR Endowment Fund Board.
—John Wallace
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ALSSAR officers for 2017-18 are installed on Saturday night at the ALSSAR convention in Hoover.
liams; Brian J. Newton; William R. BacConvention
(Continued from Page 1)
officers for 2017-18, including Harold E.
(Hal) Thornton, president; Robert L. (Bob)
Anderson, senior vice president; S. Felton
Mitchell, secretary; Allen R. Herrod, recording secretary; Charles R. Nuckolls,
treasurer; Ronald A. Bearden, registrar;
Edmond H. McKinley, chancellor; Walter
B. Stevenson, genealogist; William L.
Crabtree, historian; George Thomas
Smith, sergeant at arms; and past president
J. Fred Olive as trustee.
Among the guests attending from out of
state were Guzzy and his wife Karin,
Southern District Vice President General
Gerry Brent and wife Sandy, MSSSAR
president Toby Winston and his wife Jane,
LASSAR president Bo Vets and TNSSAR
president David Eagen and his wife Janice.
ALSSAR registrar Ron Bearden got the
weekend started with a Friday afternoon
workshop on “Online Applications and
Using DNA in SAR Applications.”
Highlights of the annual business meeting on Saturday morning included a discussion led by Felton Mitchell on the
membership survey and how those results
can be used for the benefit of not only the
state society but local chapters as well.
Also discussed was the status of the
committee studying the centralization of
the ABMC. This committee has been renamed the Annual Business Meeting and
Convention committee and is chaired by
Bob Anderson of the Tennessee Valley
chapter. The business meeting wrapped up
with the election of officers, the orations
contest and a memorial service for deceased compatriots over the past year.
A luncheon was held immediately afterwards, with information being presented

—Photo by Diane Seales

New president Hal Thornton, right,
presents outgoing president Fred
Olive with SAR Bronze Liberty Bell.
about the ALSSAR Endowment Fund and
new members of the George Washington
Endowment Fund being recognized.
Mitchell presented an informative workshop on Saturday afternoon on the use of
probate records in genealogical research,
proving the missing generation when
searching for the missing link.
On Saturday evening, Olive and past
Vice President General Jim Maples, chairman of the Awards and Decoration committee, recognized the extraordinary efforts and accomplishments of our members with the following awards:
Chapter President Certificate of Appreciation: Gilbert Douglas III; David M.
Jones; Charles R. Nuckolls Jr.; William E.
Kilgore; Kenneth N. Brown; A. Harold
Batie; Edmon H. McKinley; Gregory T.
Holston; Larry E. Spears; Carl M.
Thornton; Jacob L. Gibson; Jason H. Wil-

cus; John Franklin Cheney; Malon E.
Murphy.
Distinguished Service Certificate, Committee Chairmen: John H. Killian; Robert
L. Anderson Jr.; Blake C. Stephenson;
Michael C. Wells; Richard H. Wells;
Howard D. Poarch; Millard E. Moon; C.
Bruce Pickette; P. Rodney Hildreth;
George T. Smith III; C. Burris; Walter E.
Dockery; Robert G. Nivens; Bruce A.
Buehler; R. Jefferson Coker II; J. Fred
Olive III; William O. Stone; George W.
Royer Jr; Timothy A Gayle; Price L.
Legg; Curtis W. Posey Jr; John R. Wallace; James H. Maples; William P. Clement Jr; Thomas R. Thomas.
For Service as ALSSAR Officers: Harold E. Thornton; Edmon H. McKinley; S.
Felton Mitchell; Brian E. House; Ronald
A. Bearden; Walter B. Stevenson; George
W. Royer; William Larry Crabtree; R.
Jefferson Coker; George T. Smith; William O. Stone; J. Fred Olive.
Other medals presented included the
SAR Medal of Appreciation, Susan Crabtree and Beverly Thornton; Lydia Darragh
Medal, Beverly Thornton; Silver Children
of the American Revolution-SAR Medal
of Appreciation, William P. Clement Jr.;
Bronze Color Guard Medal, Randal Scot
Jennings; and Silver Color Guard Medal,
Robert L. Anderson.
The Silver Roger Sherman Medal was
awarded to Ronald A. Bearden, William
Larry Crabtree, George W. Royer Jr.,
George Thomas Smith III and S. Felton
Mitchell, while R. Jefferson Coker III
received the Meritorious Service Medal,
William O. Stone was awarded the SAR
Patriot Medal and Thornton received the
SAR State Medal of Distinguished
Service.
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In Memory…
John Haynes Newman
George H. Deyo
Thomas Nolen Wright
The Gen. Richard Montgomery and Cheaha chapters lost longtime members recently with the passing of Buck Newman and
the Cheaha duo of George Deyo and Thomas Wright.
JOHN H. “BUCK” NEWMAN was a two-term chapter president of the Gen. Richard Montgomery chapter and a member
for 22 years when he passed away on Dec. 12, 2016. He was 87.
Newman was born on March 19, 1929 in Forest City, Ark., to
Maude Doyle Newman and John Haynes Newman. His first job,
at age 12, was running a family greenhouse and flower nursery
there in Forest City. His father became a train engineer and
eventually needed to move to Birmingham. Following graduationfrom Woodlawn High, he attended the University of Alabama and earned a bachelor’s degree in economics. Later, he
would graduate from the Louisiana State School of Banking as
well.
Returning to Birmingham, he went to work at Birmingham
Trust and met his bride to be, Mozella Bates, who was working
as a secretary to the president of the bank. They soon married
after a brief courtship. A son, John H. Newman III, was born in
April 1955. Not long after, Newman met John Will Gay of First
National Bank of Scottsboro, who was looking to bring a young
man into the bank there. The Newmans soon moved and made
Scottsboro their home for 37 years where another son, Robert,
and daughter, Linda, were born.
He worked hard in the bank, and the community, and became
president in 1977 and later CEO. Over the course of his career,
he was the president of the Independent Bankers Association of
Alabama twice, the first time at the age of 31. He later served on
the Federal Reserve Board for the southeastern United States.
He retired in 1992 and moved to Montgomery, where he became a member of the Cloverdale United Methodist Church. He
worked with the Kiwanis Club and did charity work including
MANE and IMAGINE through the Montgomery Chamber of
Commerce and served on the board of Wynlakes Country Club.
He was a member of eight historical societies and served as
president of the regional Jamestown Society. He joined the Gen.
Richard Montgomery chapter in September, 1994 and rose
through the ranks to become its president in 1997. He served a
second term in 2002.
He is survived by two children, Robert R. Newman (Lynne)
and Linda Ann Newman Tynan (James); grandchildren Robert
Randolph Newman II (Katie), Natalie Newman Richaud
(Benjamin), John Garrett Grayson Newman (Kayla), Matthew
James Tynan (Jaimie) and Scott Anthony Tynan (Ashley); and
great grandchildren Genevieve Marie Richaud, Asher Elliott
Miller, Jacob Scott Tynan and Benjamin Wesley Tynan.
Services were held at Pinehaven Memorial Gardens in Hollywood on Dec. 17.
GEORGE H. DEYO, a charter member of the Cheaha chap-

ter, passed away on Jan. 16 at Stringfellow Memorial Hospital.
He was 87.
Deyo’s great great-grandfather, Gen. Daniel Tyler, co-founded
Anniston in 1872. His high school years were at the Lawrenceville school in New Jersey, where he prepared for Princeton, his
father’s alma mater. George graduated from Princeton with a
degree in Architecture.
He received a commission in the Army and married Anne Barrington Lupton. He was a trustee and treasurer for
Stringfellow Hospital, a director and membership chairman of
the Chamber of Commerce, vice president of the Choccolocco
Council Boy Scouts of America, president of the Anniston Association of Life Underwriters, a member of the Vestry at Grace
Episcopal Church and a member of the Calhoun County Republican executive committee.
He was elected to the first Anniston City Council as vice
mayor and was an agent for New York Life Insurance since
1964. He was still at work daily serving his many clients at the
time of his passing. He was proudest of his family: his wife of 65
years, Barry Deyo, four children, four grandchildren and two
great grandchildren.
THOMAS NOLEN WRIGHT, a charter member of the
Cheaha chapter, passed away on March 8 at the Cleburne County Nursing Home. He was 80.
Wright was born on May 13, 1936 in Anniston. He graduated
from Cleburne County High in 1954 and was a 1958 graduate of
the University of Alabama, where he was a member of the Million Dollar Band and Alpha Kappa Psi fraternity.
Wright was ordained a deacon in Parker Memorial Baptist
Church in 1971 and faithfully served as Sunday School department director, taught seventh and eighth grade boys and served
as church treasurer.
He began his career as vice president and comptroller for
Chastain Roberts Grocery (now Supervalu) for 12 years before
he became finance director for City of Anniston in 1974. He
later accepted a dual role as city manager and finance director
until his retirement in 1998.
He and his wife, Frances, loved to travel throughout the United
States and especially to European countries. His favorite sport
was his love for water skiing on Lake Gerald.
Wright is survived by his wife of 49 years, Frances Riddle
Wright; two sons, William ‘Bill’ Thomas (Tonia) of Oxford and
Bruce Patrick (Tonya) of Heflin; grandchildren Heather Paige,
Shae Leanna, Alyssa Brianne, Autumn Gabrielle and Nolen Patrick Wright; sister-in-law Clara Roach and a niece, Cheryl (Rob)
Small.
Services were held March 11 at Parker Memorial Baptist
Church, Dr. Mac Amis officiating. Burial followed in the Cedar
Creek Church Cemetery in Heflin.
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2016-17 YOUTH AWARD WINNERS
—Photos by Jim Maples and Diane Seales

State winners recognized
At left, Leeann Myers, sponsored by
the Tennessee Valley, won the orations
contest, while Kayleen Coggin and
Roberto Garcia, both sponsored by
Tennessee Valley, won the poster and
brochure contests, respectively. Below
right, Peter Thomas Garrett, sponsored
by the Gen. John A. Elmore chapter,
was the Eagle Scout winner, with
Emma Caroline Reeves of the Richard
Henry Lee chapter winning the Knight
Essay contest. Below left, Erskine
Simmons, sponsored by Black Warrior
River chapter, won the JROTC
Enhanced Program Outstanding Cadet
Award. Gordon Dilbeck, sponsored by
the Tennessee Valley, won the
American History Teacher Contest.
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Gen. Elmore chapter teaches
about ‘forgotten presidents’
Representatives of the Gen. John Archer Elmore chapter recently
made a presentation to all the fifth graders at Prattville Christian
Academy on the “Fourteen Forgotten Presidents.”
We recently received this program via email from compatriot Bill
Stone who has shared it across the state with chapters. Compatriot
Bruce Buehler also contributed to the content of this program.
Compatriot Allen Herrod, in period dress, conducted the presentation with the benefit of a slide show detailing the lives of these
men. We were very well received by the 47 students present, along
with the three fifth-grade teachers, the elementary school principal
and the school’s marketing and communications director.
The students participated in a lively question and answer period
which showed their interest in the subject and the fact that they had
recently studied this period of history.
When the presentation was complete, compatriot Rick Wells, in
his Continental Army uniform, presented a short program on the 13
colonies and events leading up to the war. Once again, the students
asked questions until we were out of time and they had to go back
to class.
This was the first time for our chapter to present this program and
we plan to share it again in the near future. The teachers, staff and
students thanked us for sharing this information with them and
seemed pleased with the presentation.
—Larry Spears

—Photo courtesy of Larry Spears

Compatriots Rick Wells, left, Allen Herrod look
the part in their presentation to fifth graders.

—Photo courtesy of Mike Glass

Galvez chapter president Edmon
McKinley holds national award

—Photos courtesy of Larry Spears

Supreme Court justice speaks at Gen. John Archer Elmore meeting
At least 50 members, guests and potential members were present at the Feb. 14 meeting to hear Alabama
Supreme Court Justice Tom Parker present his powerful program on the four-volume set of Blackstone’s
Commentaries which were very instrumental in the formation of the foundations of our American government. Justice Parker explained the history behind this particular set of books, including its previous
owners. The most well-known previous owner was Martin Van Buren, eighth President of the United
States. The first owner was Edmund Rush Wegg, attorney general for British West Florida, which extended as far north as Wetumpka, Alabama. In other words, through fate or providence, the volumes
eventually made their way back to where they first started.
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Cheaha speaker portrays
Emma Sansom
Virginia Davis was the guest
speaker at the Feb. 8 Cheaha
chapter meeting, portraying
local heroine Emma Sansom.
Davis was presented a SAR
Challenge Coin, left, by chapter
president Ed Killgore. Right,
she is pictured with Paige Leigh
Williams, who also portrayed
Sansom in a school project.

Gen. Galvez chapter installs new officers for 2017-18
The Gen. Galvez chapter
installed new officers at its
January meeting at the Heron
Lakes Country Club in Mobile.
ALSSAR president Fred
Olive introduced the new officers to the chapter: John D.
Goss, president; John B. Van
Zandt, vice president; Bob
Holliman, secretary; Leroy
McGaughy, treasurer; Stuart
Wier, sergeant-at-arms; and
Board of Managers members
Edmon McKinley, Mike Glass,
Price Legg and Howard
Schramm.
Chapter president Edmon
McKinley introduced Seth
McGaughy, grandson of Leroy
and Suzanne McGaughy and
the first-place winner of the
Knollwood Republican Women’s essay contest. The Mobile
Christian fifth grader shared
his essay, “What Does Patriotism Mean To Me.”
After the meal, McKinley
called William T. Stevens,
Jerry Smith, Mark Smith and
Tylor Smith forward for induction into the chapter. Compatriot Ralph Utley was recognized and welcomed into the
chapter. Utley transferred from
Colorado to Alabama.
McKinley presented Bob
Holliman, Leroy McGaughy,
Mike Glass and John Goss
with a certificate of appreciation and Stuart Wier with the

—Photo courtesy of Mike Glass

Chapter members, from left: Steve McMillion, Bill Stevens, Mack Matthews,
Leroy McGaughy, Edmon McKinley, Stuart Wier, Bob Neibling, Price Legg,
John Van Zandt, Art Perez, Bob Holliman, Ralph Utley, Jerry Smith, Mike
Glass, Richard Britton, John Goss and Mark Smith.
“War Service“ medal for his
service during the Korean War.
Price Legg was given the “
Meritorious Service” medal
and Legg, in turn, McKinley
with the “Service to Veterans”
medal for his contributions and
volunteer work with veterans.
At the February meeting,
compatriot Leroy McGaughy
gave a very informative history
and activities programs of the
ROTC and JROTC involving
the SAR chapters in Mobile
and Baldwin counties. One
SAR member, Col. Paul Frederick, continued these programs at his own personal ex-

pense during a time when both
county SAR chapters were
inactive. Today, there are 19
JROTC units and 2 ROTC
units in our area and the Galvez chapter is very involved
with these units. McGaughy
then introduced Cadet Jordan
Jones, the essay contest winner. Jones gave an outstanding
presentation as he shared his
essay with the chapter.
The featured speaker was
chapter compatriot Art Perez,
who served as a pilot in WWII
and talked about his Revolutionary War Patriot ancestor,
Capt. Manuel Lanzos. Capt.

Lanzos served under Gen. Galvez of Spain in the siege and
capture of Mobile.
At the March meeting, compatriot John Van Zandt spoke
on “Alabama and Mississippi
Revolutionary War Patriot’s
Graves,” including information
on known Revolutionary War
Patriots buried in Alabama and
Mississippi and efforts to document patriots that are not currently on ALSSAR lists.
If anyone knows of an unmarked soldier’s grave in our
area, please contact John Van
Zandt at 251-279-9040.
—Mike Glass
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Tennessee Valley salutes first responders in ceremony
On Dec. 12, 2016, the Tennessee Valley
chapter, at its regular monthly meeting,
focused on handing out awards to first
responders in Limestone, Madison and
Morgan counties. The regular chapter
members, 12 of the 13 honorees, their
families, guests and co-workers brought
the attendance to well over 100 people and
the ladies auxiliary provided food and
drink for the attendees.

Commendation Medals presented to officers from all three counties. State Trooper
Michael H. Kesler was awarded a medal
for his actions in delivering a baby. This
was the third occasion for him to fill this
role. He stopped a vehicle traveling at a
high rate of speed when a husband was
rushing his pregnant wife to a hospital
some distance away. She went into labor
and after delivering the baby, Trooper
Kesler took cupcakes, flowers and a baby
starter kit to the family at the hospital.

iff’s Department nominated Investigator
W. Davis for her outstanding work in child
pornography as she has worked closely
with Homeland Security in tracking cases
across several states and has opened several undercover computer sites in order to
bring offenders to justice.
The last medal was awarded to Madison
County Detention Officer William L. Harmond who has used his expertise as a correctional officer to develop certifications
in various areas of training as well as intelligence gathering and gang intelligence.

—Photo by Jim Maples
—Photo by Jim Maples
Officer Charles Draper receives
—Photo by Jim Maples
Law
Enforcement
Commendation
Distinguished Service Certificate.
Jimmy
Hopkins,
Tony
Bryant
medals went to Jackie McNatt,
The awards were presented in three basic
earned SAR’s Medal of Heroism.
Andrew Vickers at ceremony.
categories. Three Distinguished Service

Certificates were presented to officers
whose actions on duty had a lasting impact
on police and community relations. Officer
Charles Draper received a certificate for his
actions in aiding a stranded motorist with
two young children who suffered an automobile breakdown in rush-hour traffic. He
not only saw the obstruction was cleared
but went out of his way to take the children
to school and the mother to work.
The other two certificates went to Huntsville Police officers Mercedes Rugart and
Jason Toney. A young man in Huntsville
bought a stolen bike, spending all his money. He found the bike was stolen and reported it to police himself. The officers
were so impressed with the young man’s
honesty they went and bought him a new
bike and safety lock. Both refused the
Huntsville chief of police’s offer to reimburse them.
The second category of awards was
composed of seven Law Enforcement

Limestone County Sheriff’s Department
Corporal Jackie K. McNatt and then Detention Officer (now Corporal) Andrew
M. Vickers were on duty in the Limestone
County Jail when inmates alerted them
that a prisoner was not breathing. The two
officers found a woman who had ingested
a dangerous amount of drugs, applied their
professional training and saved her life.
Madison Police Officer Russell C. Owens was nominated for his exceptional
service, in particular after he had responded to a call in Madison where he found a
man who had consumed a large quantity
of alcohol and controlled substances and
used his professional training to keep the
man breathing.
The Morgan County Sheriff’s office
Sergeant Eric A. Fields, who has filled a
number of roles and performed as an outstanding professional in each capacity and
now serves as senior shift supervisor in the
patrol division. The Madison County Sher-

The last awards were three Medals for
Heroism. Trooper Jimmy C. Hopkins and
Huntsville Police Officer Tony W. Bryant
were involved in a confrontation with an
armed suspect who had been reported for
driving under the influence. The suspect
pulled a weapon in a strip mall and both
officers were forced to use deadly force to
protect the bystanders. The other Medal
for Heroism was presented posthumously
to Calindo Fletcher Jr., who dove into a
lake to save a man in distress in a kayak.
Fletcher sustained a serious injury in the
attempted rescue and was transferred to
Vanderbilt Medical Center in Nashville,
where he died five days later.
In all, 13 awards were presented and
officers from six different departments
attended the ceremony. This was the largest awards ceremony in memory for the
chapter and the warm response from officers and guests made the event very special.
—Mac Moon
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—Photos courtesy of David Jones

Black Warrior River chapter honors police
On Jan. 10, a 19-year-old man attempted to rob the University of
Alabama Credit Union and held 11 employees hostage after university
and Tuscaloosa police, along with the sheriff’s department, FBI and
state police responded to the alarm. A combined Special Reaction Team
subdued the suspect without injury or further incident. Black Warrior
River chapter president David Jones and compatriot Bev Jones handed
out Distinguished Service awards to the University of Alabama Police
Department (above), Tuscaloosa Chief of Police Steve Anderson (top
right) and Tuscaloosa County Sheriff Ron Abernathy (lower right) as
well as the FBI and the Alabama State Trooper office.
Vietnam
(Continued from Page 1)
Because of that image, many people did not want to be associated with Vietnam or the men and women who served there. Forty
years later, people were clamoring to be recognized as Vietnam
veterans when they actually never served in-country in Vietnam.
Mel Shinholster was one of those Huey pilots who actually
served. According to his DD 214 Certificate of Discharge, Melvin R. Shinholster served in Vietnam from Oct. 16, 1968 thru Oct.
13, 1969. He retired with the rank of Chief Warrant Officer 2.
His missions involved rescue, supply, reconnaissance, troop
movements and retrieving those who had died in combat. At the
end of his tour in Vietnam, Mel had flown a total of 987 combat
hours earning him the Air Medal with Clusters and the Army
Commendation Medal for sustained flights in hostile territory. His
total flight time when he retired in 1970 was 1610 hours.
“Without the helicopter it would have taken three times as many
troops to secure the 800 mile border with Cambodia and Laos,”
Gen. William Westmoreland once said. The Army’s UH-1 (Huey)
totaled almost 10,000,000 flight hours in Vietnam between October 1966 and the end of American involvement in early 1973.
In April 1969, a U. S. Army Ranger team was caught in a
nighttime gun battle with the North Vietnamese Army. The team
radioed for help. The team needed to be retrieved from the area as
soon as possible. Back at the base camp, Mel Shinholster boarded

his helicopter as part of a team to rescue the Rangers. They were
flying in complete darkness. On the ground, the Ranger team was
obviously trying to avoid detection by the North Vietnamese
while at the same time trying to help the rescue team locate them.
So, team leader Ed Carey momentarily turned on a flashlight hoping that the rescue helicopter would see it and that the Vietnamese
would not. Mel saw the light and was able to come in among enemy gunfire, rescue the Rangers and return them safely to the base
camp. Mel and the Rangers went their separate ways.
Thirty-six years later in March 2005, Mel is relaxing at home, as
he often does today, and sees a letter to the editor in a military
newsletter. Carey had written the letter in hopes of tracking down
the people involved in that rescue. After making contact and comparing their stories, they realized that Carey was the Ranger holding the light and Mel was the helicopter pilot.
They eventually were able to meet person-to-person in 2013 at
the Veteran’s Day events in Birmingham.
Mel was named Veteran of the Year by the Birmingham Chapter of the Military Officers Association of America at the World
Peace Luncheon on Veteran’s Day in 2013. He was also awarded
the Distinguished Citizen Medal by the Daughters of the American Revolution. He is a past president of the Blue Star Salute
Foundation and recently became a member of the Cahaba-Coosa
chapter of the Alabama Sons of the American Revolution.
—Donald Roberson
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Please send in your chapter news for the next newsletter
If you’re submitting material for the next newsletter, please e-mail your
pictures and information to timgaylesar@gmail.com or send information
about your chapter’s activities or upcoming events by June 10 to Tim
Gayle at 3104 Cabot Street, Montgomery, AL 36110.

—Photos courtesy of David Jones

Black Warrior River chapter 20th anniversary banquet
ALSSAR president Fred Olive was the featured guest at the Black Warrior River chapter’s 20th anniversary
banquet on Jan. 26. Olive presented compatriots William Massengale, above left, and Sam Gambrell, above
right, with the Veteran Recognition Award. Among the other awards presented that evening were 20-year
service awards to compatriots Walter Dockery and former ALSSAR president Kerry Barksdale. Dockery and
Barksdale are among eight charter members still active in the chapter, along with Thomas Alison, Robert
Bailey, Stephen Hughes, James McGee, Daryl Patterson and Robert Poellniitz.

