
IM
M

AN
U

EL LU
TH

ER
AN

 C
H

U
R

C
H

229 11TH
 AVE W

G
R

IN
N

ELL IA 50112-8217

M
arch N

ew
sletter



IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH LC-MS
229 11TH AVENUE WEST

GRINNELL, IA 50112  
OFFICE- 641-236-6691

 OFFICE EMAIL- lcms.immanuelgrinnell@gmail.com     
WEBSITE- www.immanuelgrinnell.org

REV. DR. JOEL G. KOEPP
EMAIL- koeppj@hotmail.com  

ALL SOCIAL MEDIA LINKS ARE ON OUR WEBSITE 
SERVICES ARE LIVE STREAMED ON OUR FACEBOOK

LET US KNOW...
If you have a change in address, phone or email, have a loved one who is 

or hospitalized, have a new baby, would like a pastoral visit, or if you would 
like a special prayer during the prayers of the church on Sunday, 

please contact Pastor Koepp or the church office.

DO YOU...
have an announcement for the bulletin or newsletter? 

Have a prayer request? Birth/Anniversary/Graduation announcements? 
If so, please submit the information as you want it to appear in the 

bulletin or newsletter by the deadlines listed below to the 
church secretary at lcms.immanuelgrinnell@gmail.com

Deadline for submitting in the weekly bulletin is Thursdays by noon. 
Deadline for the monthly newsletter is the 15th of each month. 
For those of you without email access, please call or submit 

your written request to the church secretary.
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This year, March begins the Season of Lent. Many think of Lent only 
as a depressing season of death and lamentation. While it is true 
that we focus upon the Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ, why do 
we walk through this time every year? Life! St. John writes, “Jesus 
did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which 
are not written in this book; but these are written so that you 
may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 
by believing you may have life in His name.” (John 20:30–31). 
When we believe that Jesus is the Christ, God gives us life—abun-
dant life, forgiven life, eternal life. 

Historically, the Fourth Gospel is likened to an eagle—an image 
that suggests John soars to heights of glory and grandeur. That’s 
because the evangelist paints a stunning portrait of Jesus, who is 
the bread of life, the resurrection and the life, and the way, the truth, 
and the life. Life in Jesus. That’s God’s gift to you!1  

This Lent, our life in Christ will be strengthened as we hear the 
witness of those in John’s Gospel who journeyed to the cross. Along 
the way, we’ll meet many people throughout the Gospel of John. 
Some may be considered saints, but not all of them. We will reflect 
on villains, such as Barabbas and Pontius Pilate, as well as sinners, 
such as Peter (who denied Jesus three times), Mary Magdalene 
(who was possessed by seven demons), and Judas Iscariot (who 
betrayed Jesus for thirty pieces of silver). Each week we will ponder 
God’s Word in the Passion of Jesus in Lent through the lens of 
important people recorded in John’s Gospel.

1  Also read, “the bread of life” (John 6:35); “the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25); and “the way, 
and the truth, and the life” (John 14:6).	
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Please join us for worship as we hear the witness of these people 
in John’s Gospel:

Ash Wednesday: John the Baptist, John 1:29–34
Midweek of Lent 1: Mary, the Sister of Lazarus and Martha, John 
12:1–11
Midweek of Lent 2: Malchus, John 18:1–11
Midweek of Lent 3: Peter, John 18:12–27
Midweek of Lent 4: Barabbas, John 18:33–40
Midweek of Lent 5: Pontius Pilate, John 19:1–16
Maundy (Holy) Thursday: Judas Iscariot, John 13:21–30
Good Friday: John, the Gospel Writer, John 19:25–37
The Vigil of Easter: Nicodemus, John 19:38–42
The Resurrection of Our Lord: Mary Magdalene, John 20:1–18

Hymn Saints, See the Cloud of Witnesses				   LSB 667
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5	 Lord, give us faith to walk where You are sending,
	 On paths unmarked, eyes blind as to their ending;
	 Not knowing where we go, but that You lead us—
	 With grace precede us.

6	 You, Jesus, You alone deserve all glory!
	 Our lives unfold, embraced within Your story;
	 Past, present, future—You, the same forever—
	 You fail us never!

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955. Tune: Dale Wood, 1934–2003. Text: © 1997 Stephen P. 
Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License 
no. 110001879. Tune: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001879

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
Rev. Dr. Joel G. Koepp
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry – lcms.org/stewardship

Newsletter Article – February 2025

God’s Instruments, God’s Stewards

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should 

walk in them. (Eph. 2:10)

Some pastors refer to these words as “the most forgotten words in 
the Scriptures.” They are forgotten because they follow the familiar 
and critical words before it. The preceding two verses that over-
shadow Ephesians 2:10 are words of justification: “For by grace 
you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; 
it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast” 
(Eph. 2:8–9). These are words preached regularly. They are as-
signed as confirmation verses. They carry with them the very heart 
of what it means to be a redeemed child of God! 

Precisely because the previous verses are so central to salvation, 
they often overpower our practice of stewardship! We have been 
saved by grace. This is certain and sure because of Jesus. Works 
play no role in our salvation. No credit taking for us! Grace is freely 
given. Faith is miraculously created by the Spirit and joyously re-
ceived. This truth is so wonderful and so encompassing that we 
often miss out on WHY we are redeemed. 
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The grace of God revealed in Jesus calls us to faith. But St. Paul 
doesn’t stop with grace and faith. He continues to the logical con-
clusion. Just like the creation declares the handiwork of God, the 
redemption of sinners like you and me declares His greatest handi-
work! Redeemed stewards are created to reflect the grace and mer-
cy God showers on us to others. 

As Lutherans, we understand that good works flow from faith in Je-
sus Christ. They are the fruit of the tree of salvation into which we 
have been grafted by grace. Sanctification and stewardship are 
both on-going and active confessions of what the Lord has done in 
us. These works are not always spectacular. Many times, they are 
simply parents showing Jesus to their children. They are compas-
sionate actions that live out the truth of the Gospel to co-workers 
and even complete strangers. While they can be grand endeavors, 
more likely they are simple, beautiful works which highlight what 
Jesus has done in us.

These works aren’t random either. They have been planned by 
God. God planned to use you as a faithful steward as you walk the 
road that leads you through your daily life. There are no chance 

encounters or coincidences. They have been planned by the Lord 
of the universe for the benefit of His creation. Good works are what 
point to God’s greatest work: Jesus!

He calls you and me to walk in this faith, which flows from this 
grace, which has been poured out on us in Jesus. But even this 
is not to our credit. We are simply called to be faithful stewards 
of God’s grace so that we may share it with those who need is as 
much as we do. God’s Spirit carries us along in this. We are just the 
steward — the instrument in His hand to accomplish His plan and 
glorify Him!



HAVE YOU HEARD OF THE VILLAGE CLOSET?
IT IS A NEW PROGRAM STARTED IN DECEMBER OF 2024 BY 

THE GRINNELL PUBLIC HEALTH (UNITY POINT) HERE IN 
GRINNELL. IT PROVIDES ESSENTIAL BABY ITEMS TO SUPPORT 

EXPECTANT MOTHERS AND CHILD CAREGIVERS THROUGHOUT 
PREGNANCY AND THE FIRST YEAR OF A CHILD’S LIFE.

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN WILL START COLLECTING ITEMS 
FOR THIS NEW VENTURE. ITEMS BELOW MAY BE PUT IN 
THE PLASTIC BIN LOCATED IN THE CHURCH HALLWAY 

UNDER THE INFORMATION TABLE. 

BABY ITEMS NEEDED
NEWBORN - 12 MONTHS 

*3 - 6 MONTHS MOST NEEDED

DIAPERS
WIPES

BOTTLES
HOODED BATH TOWELS

WASH CLOTHS
BURP CLOTHS

BREAST FEEDING ITEMS
TOYS

IN GOOD CONDITION
BABY SWINGS
CAR SEATS
BATH TUBS

OTHER BABY EQUIPMENT
MATERNITY CLOTHES

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
BOARD OF EVANGELISM
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MEMORY WORK SCHEDULE FOR MARCH

6th & 7th Grade Memory Work
March 5: 3rd and 4th Petitions and Meanings
March 12: 5th and 6th Petitions and Meanings

March 19: No Class
March 26: 7th Petition and Conclusion and Meanings

8th Grade Memory Work
March 5: Lord’s Prayer: 7th Petition, Conclusion and Meanings

March 12: Questioning Books 
March 19: No Class

March 26: Questioning Books
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Midweek Lent Evening Prayer Service
Wednesday, March 12 at 6:30pm
Wednesday, March 19 at 6:30pm
Wednesday, March 26 at 6:30pm

Wednesday, April 2 at 6:30pm 
Wednesday, April 9 at 6:30pm

5:00pm Meal will be served before each service



God’s Work in Eurasia
A Mock Family Newsletter

Return to Prague

It is so good to be able to sit down and write an update about what The 
Mocks have been up to these past few months. We apologize that it has 
been so long as there has been much in motion. Thankfully, things are 
settling down and we can now give you a proper update.

Due to unexpected visa complications and unforeseen medical circum-
stances, we have relocated from Riga back to Prague. Unfortunately, the 
clear path for our visas was met with unexpected documentation require-
ments that we were unable to provide. While work was being done to 
appeal this requirement, I (Cody) discovered that the medical landscape 
was not configured for my medical needs. We began discussions with 
regional leadership and it was decided to execute our backup plan of 
renewing our visas for the Czech Republic. Thankfully, these visas were 
approved (for a full two years!) and we were on the move again. We are 
so thankful for our leadership, those with the Latvian church and Luther 
Academy, and fellow missionaries in Riga and Prague for their support 
over the past few months.

Before leaving Riga. In front of the House of the Blackheads.

So what impact does this have on our work in Latvia—specifically when 
it comes to Luther Academy in Riga? Thankfully, while our location has 
changed, our work does not. We continue in our labors with Luther Acad-
emy and the Eurasia region as we did before by helping others proclaim 
Christ and Him crucified for the sins of the world.
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What is going on in the region?
Lots! Luther Academy recently finished up their Fall 2024 term and just 
started the Spring 2025 term. Much work is done in between terms both 
administratively (grading) and technologically (high-impact updates). One 
such project is that of course feedback. At the end of the term, students are 
asked to electronically submit feedback for their courses. This feedback 
is then aggregated, formatted, and shared with our theological educators. 
In the past, this has been a manual and very time-consuming process. But 
now, thanks to my background in programming, this task has been delegat-
ed to code. What used to take days now takes mere seconds. This is a huge 
boon to Luther Academy as it frees up our limited human resources to do 
more important tasks. Not only is this type of work being done at Luther 
Academy, but in the Eurasia region as a whole. One such place that we 
are using technology is surrounding communication around projects. As 
you can imagine, there are many projects going on in the vast expanse of 
Eurasia. Many of these projects are between missionaries in the region but 
many are also shared with our local partner churches. We are in the process 
of utilizing existing project management tools and practices to better col-
laborate with one another. This is especially helpful when we are working 
across multiple countries in the region. Keeping everything organized in 
e-mail only works for so long! In addition to being able to better collabo-
rate with one another, another benefit will be increased visibility into what 
is going on in the region—both for us but also for you, too!

What else have we been up to?
We are making good progress on getting settled into our new apartment 
and adjusting to life in Prague. It has been a joy to reconnect with our 
church family and friends here in Prague and the Czech Republic.

We continue to visit various government offices as we settle the final things 
for our visas and begin to put down our roots. These are tasks that can now 
be met with much joy since we are able to rest in having secured our long-
term visas. From the bottom of our hearts, thank you for your prayers and 
support over the last year and a half as we have walked through the visa 
applications and renewal processes in both the Czech Republic and Latvia.

Thank you so much for your prayers as we continue in the work that God 
has set before us, that the Gospel of Christ and Him crucified for the sins 
of the world may be proclaimed.

– Cody, Aurélie, Eva and Moriah
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