
Skagit County Fire District 9

16818 W. Big Lake Blvd

Mount Vernon, WA 98274

Meeting Minutes

October 14, 2024
The meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners of Skagit County Fire District #9 was called to order at 6:30 p.m. (1830) by Commissioner Hudson.  The next business meeting is scheduled for Monday, November 11, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. (1830).  The flag salute was led by Commissioner Hudson.  Present were Commissioner Hudson, Commissioner Anderson, Commissioner Pidduck (Zoom), Chief Berg, BC Klinefelter and Secretary Berg. Community members Will Hanson, Andrea Xaver and Cindy McKeon were also present.   
Public Comment: Will Hanson, from the Nookachamps Development, informed the commissioners that he presented a petition to Skagit County Fire District 4, requesting them to allow the back portion of the Nookachamps Development to be annexed by Skagit County Fire District 9.   He then presented data that he received from the 911 center.  According to his data, it takes Fire District 4 almost double the time to get to their area.  This is very troubling to him, especially in the case of a CPR call.   He is going to be asking Fire District 4 to approve the petition and if they do, he will be asking to join Fire District 9.  The other reason he would like to join Fire District 9 is that his insurance rate went up 140% since Fire District 9 hasn’t responded to their area.  (Originally, in April 2022, Fire District 4 denied his petition but he did not have data to present at that time). 
Consent Agenda:

Commissioner Anderson made a motion to approve the consent agenda.  Commissioner Pidduck seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.
*  September 16th Meeting Minutes
*  Accounts Payable Check #’s 4648-4671 in the amount of $24,469.27
*  Payroll Check #’s 4644-4647 and EFTPS in the amount of $3,165.40
Correspondence:  Letter from a Big Lake teacher (Beth Vaith) asking to use the community room to tutor students.  The commissioners thought it was a great idea but really not feasible for the department at this time (since we don’t have a facilities coordinator or full-time staff).
Old Business:  

Burn Box – Commissioner Hudson received an email from Commissioner Maddox stating she was disappointed in our offer.  She stated they spent $7,000 for the box and that they cannot gift public funds.  She also stated they are willing to come get it.  The commissioners had a brief discussion that we also spent money (and volunteer time) on the box, so that is not an option.  Commissioner Hudson also stated that we should look into a depreciation schedule to see what the true value of the box (with depreciation) would be.  
Sale of old Tender – Skagit County Fire District 19 has paid $100,000 towards the tender.  Chief Berg stated that they can come pick up whenever they are ready.  (The radios have been installed in the new tender).  Their chief stated they are hoping to pay the remaining balance in January.
Call Report – BC Klinefelter gave an update on calls for 2024.  Year to date, we have responded to 290 calls.  
New Business:  
Rotary Request – The Mount Vernon Rotary asked if the District would be willing to donate a birthday party to their annual auction.  The commissioners all agreed that would be considered gifting of public funds, so they denied the request.

Room Rental – Community member Jerry Severson passed away last week and his family has asked to rent the community room for his funeral.  The commissioners agreed to the rental.

Tire Quote – Chief Berg was notified from our mechanic that the tires for the ladder truck are over 20 years old and need to be replaced.   He received a quote from Pomp’s Tires for $6,160.  Commissioner Anderson made a motion to purchase the new tires with a cost not to exceed $6,200.  Commissioner Pidduck seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.

Chief’s Report:   
· The DNR recreation manager has asked Chief Berg for a letter of support for the Walker Valley ORV Park.
· Chief Berg has a tentative meeting scheduled with the DNR and Mount Fire Department this Friday.

· Fire Safey Day was held last week.  Approximately 280 kids visited the fire station to learn about smoke alarms.

· The firefighters will be giving out candy (courtesy of the Association) at the Harvest Festival at the school and also on Halloween.  They also hand out donuts, coffee and cider on Halloween.

· There is a training house fire scheduled for November.  The homeowner is still getting items tested before a date is set.

· The school has asked the District to participate in a Veteran’s Day celebration on November 7th.

· Chief Berg received an email from the Bellingham police thanking them for their help last week (on a call).

· The retainage pond is all cleaned up and has passed inspection.

· The new tender has quite a few personnel all trained up to drive it / use it.

· There was a recruit that quit the academy in his second week, which cost the District $1,200.  In the future, all recruits will have to sign an agreement that if they don’t finish, they will reimburse the District.

· The Academy has been going great.  We have one recruit that keeps getting the bulldog.

· The Association has purchased a new laptop and docking station for L-915.  

· Chief Berg received an email that there has been a spike in fentanyl overdoses.

· Chief Berg received a letter from the WSRB and they will be rerating our department in 2025.

Assistant Chief/Battalion Chief Report: 
· EMT class has been going well.
· FF Martin is going to be attending a special medical class next month.

· BC Klinefelter gave an update on the amount of wildland fires that have occurred so far this year.

Executive Session:  N/A
Good of the Order:   Commissioner Pidduck (along with BC Klinefelter) will be holding a first aid class on November 9th at 9am.
Meeting adjourned at 8:14 p.m. (2014)
Respectfully submitted,

____________________




___________________________

Tracy Berg, Secretary




Herold Hudson, Commissioner Chair


