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Paul the Apostle writing in Romans
10:13 quoted the prophet Joel: “Whe-
soever shall call upon the name of the
Lord shall be saved.” We are taught
by the scriptures that we are saved
by grace through faith, but throughout
the fabric of the theme of salvation, we
see the strong threads of communion
with God through prayer. If we investi-
gate the manner of life of Jesus Christ
we discover He was a person that pray-
ed. The apostles were warriors for
God because they prayed.

An honest question concerning men
of power and faith might be, ‘“Were
these extraordinary men or were they
ordinary people like as we are? This
question is answered in the book of
James in the New Testament. He wrote,
“The effectual fervent prayer of a
righteous man availeth much. Elias
was a man subject to like passions as
we are, and he prayed earnestly that
it might mot rain: and it rained not on
the earth by the space of three years
and six months. And he prayed again,
and the heaven gave rain, and the
earth brought forth . her fruit.”
The secret, if indeed it could be called
secret, ‘‘communion with God through
prayer,” made these ordinary men in-
to men of faith and power.

Jesus advised, “Men ought always to
pray and not to faint”. Indeed many
christian people get tired, sometimes
they are disappointed or mistreated.
In so many cases they have every
excuse to faint or fall by the wayside.
But the Lord told us mot to do that.
He said we should be like the widow
who came to the unjust judge with her
problem. Again and again and again
she came, until the judge answered
her request. He gave a little warning
too, that one should have patience. In
the past, many of God’s people have
made requests to God and have felt
disappointed because the Lord did not
immediately answer their requests,
giving no thought as to what God’s
will might be in the matter. Often
prayers are answered all right, but
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the answer is not so swift in coming.

Sometimes prayers are immediately
answered. Such was the case when the
prophet Daniel prayed to God in the
first year of the reign of King Darius.
Daniel records: ‘“Yea while I was
speaking in prayer, even the man,
Gabriel whom I had seen in the vision
at the beginning, being caused to fly
swiftly, touched me about the time of
the evening oblaiion. And be informed
me, and talked with me, and said,
O Daniel, I am come to give thee skill
and understanding.” At other times
the answer to prayers are slower in
coming. Some of these slow answers
can be the result of Satan hindering.
Such was the case again for Daniel two
years later. He fasted and prayed for
three full weeks. Daniel records the
angel’s answer: ‘“Fear not Daniel: for
from the first day thou didst set thine
heart to understand, and to chasten
thyself before thy God, thy words
were heard, and I am come for thy
words.” (Daniel, chapter 9 and chap-
ter 10)

John the Baptist haq disciples as
did Jesus. John’s disciples had been
taught to pray by John himself. We all
need to be taught to pray. Jesus’ own
disciples requested of Him, “Lord,
teach ws to pray, as John also taught
his disciples. From the fulfillment of
this request by the Lord’s disciples,
we have the well known prayer called,
“The Lord’s Prayer”. Within the
framework of this model prayer we
find adequate room for all our needs
and requests. Did Jesus mean that we
should only repeat the words He taught
in this prayer? Surely there must be
a far greater meaning to this model
prayer that we find recorded in Matt-
hew, chapter six.

We should pray for ourselves and
all our own needs. But in this article
I would like to show that God wants
our prayer-lives to reach beyond our-
selves. Surely we learn to pray by
first learning to pray for ourselves and
the things we want God to do for us.

David the king, the writer and singer
of songs, was a man of prayer. God
heard him and answered him. We hear
his song of testimony, “I love the Lord,
because he hath heard my supplica-
tions, Because he hath inclined his
ear unto me, therefore will I call upon
Him as long as I live.” (Psalm 116:1)
This man thought he was going to
die. In this state of anxiety, he called
to God for help. God heard this cry
for help and spared his life.

God is alive. He is on the throne,
hearing and answering the prayers of
His people. Just as the prayers of the
Israelites in Egyptian bondage ascend-
ed to God’s throne thirty centuries ago,
5o also the people of God in this sinful
modern age, can have their prayers
ascend to the same God. But this kind
of encouragement is not merely folk-
lore. It is genuine today as in any
age of the past. So many people of our
time would have us think that God does
not hear and answer prayer. Let us
examine some scripture on this sub-
ject: “It is Christ that died yea ra-
ther, that is risen again, who is even
at the right hand of God who also
maketh intercession for us.” (Rom. 8:
34) “But he (Stephen), being full of
the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly
inte heaven, and saw the glory of
God, and Jesus standing on the right
hand of God, and said, Behold, I see
the heavens opened, and the Son of
man standing on the right hand of
God.” (Acts 7:55-56) “Jesus Christ the
same yesterday and today and for-
ever.” (Hebrews 13:8)

One must pray in order to become a
christian. We pray when we confess
our sins and when we repent. We pray
when we offer thanks to God for His
grace and mercy. Our deeper spiritual
experiences are received through our
prayers and faith. How could a chris-
tian dedicate and consecrate himself
to Christ’s service without prayer? He
prays to Ged and promises God that
he will be obedient to the will of the
almighty God. He prays and implores
God to cleanse him from his inherited
sinful nature. David prayed, “Create
in me a clean heart, 0 God: and re-
new a right spirit within me.” Psa.
51:10) Thus through prayer ang faith
he experiences sanctification. The
Holy life that God expects every chris-
tian to live is available to every one

(Continued on page 5)
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EDITORIAL

“But when the fulness of the time
was come, God sent forth his Son made
of a woman, made under the law.” Gal.
4:4.

When God’s time table was just
right, God sent His son. The world
was in darkness. Men sat in darkness
looking for a light. There was mno
word from God. There were no prop-
hets as we found in Jeremiah, Amos,
Obadiah, and many others. It seemed
that God had turned his back on man
for a space sf some 400 years.

When the stage was set . . political
unrest - religious unheavel . . the
hand on the clock struck twelve, and
God sent His Son. He was sent into
a world that would reject Him, smite
Him, and Take His life on the cross.

My mind has tried to picture Heaven
when Jesus was sent to our earth. I'm
sure the flags of Heaven were all at
half mast. From the eyes of God-the
Father, a tear must have dropped. I
am sure the heart of God was torn
and broken to think of the suffering
and heartbreak that Christ was to bear
for you and me. Yet in the fulness of
time, when things were just right,
He came.

We now look into the decade of the
70s . . . and back on the 60’s. Could
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these next ten years bring about the
return of the Lord? In Matthew 24:37,
‘“as it was in the days of Noah.” We
find they ate, drank, married, and
lived very wickedly. The 4th and 5th
chapters of Genesis reveal a picture of
things before the flood. There was
travel, building, music, education, big
business, murdering, every type of sin
imaginable. We can read these chap-
ters and see a picture of our day.

Lot us look back at the 60’s for a
few minutes. In Daniel 12:4 we read
... “ . . knowledge shall be increas-
ed.” What do we see? In the past ten
years man has gone into outer space.
He has traveled around the world. God
has even allowed him to land and to
walk on the moon . .. then safely re-
turn to earth. In the beginning of the
60’s, we saw the jet plane come into
common use. Man can fly from one
coast to the other, quicker than I can
drive from Galena to Oklahoma City
using a turnpike all the way. We see
racial trouble that has nearly put us
in a civil war. We see rebellion on our
college campuses and even in our
high schools. The very core of our
educational system is being destroyed.

Yes, the Bible speaks of ‘‘trouble on
every hand.” Are we going to awaken
to the time on the clock . . . or ignore
God’s signs and go our merry way?

In the fulness of time Jesus came
as a Baby in a manger. In Acts 1:11
the men standing by in white apparel
said, “ye shall see Him come in like
manner.”’

I believe the stage is being set.
The nations of the world are in readi-
ness in the fulness of time. It can’t
be too much longer; time is so short.
The 1970’s could bring the rapture of
the prepared. Some of the true children
of God could give their lives for the
gospel. We do not know what lies
ahead. One thing we do know, the
Lord will be there. He promised He
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would never leave us. Praise His won-
derful name!

We have appreciated working with
Bro. Schultz over the past five years
that we have served as editors of the
Report. Since he has moved to Taney-
ville and is so far away, he told me
that it would probably be best that he
resign as assistant editor. I appreciate
his work for the Lord . . . being so
faithful over the years carrying the
gospel of Christ. We have asked that
he continue to write for the Report
and will look forward from time to
time publishing his sermons that we
feel will be a blessing to all of us.

We have been asked to continue on
as editors for another year .. and do
need your prayers that the Lord will
give wisdom in this part of His work.
There are situations that arise from
time to time requiring wisdom from
God. Pray for us as we continue to
work for Him . . . that every decision
will be under His guidance.

Your faithful support and prayers
are so deeply appreciated. Without you
the Report could not be published. We
also would like to thank those that
take time from their busy schedules
to write reports and sermons for the
paper. This is vital and we say, in
behalf of all readers, “thank you”.
May God bless each of you and help
us all to gain a new vision of spread-
ing the gospel of Christ in 1970.

Howard Whiteley, editor

SPECIAL NOTICE

“Selected Bible Studies,”

by Robert Girouard: Hard-
books, $3.50 each; Paper
book, $2.50 each; Send
orders to: Robert Girouard,
2206 Chestnut, Pampa, Texas
T79065.
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WILLOW, ALASKA—

Greetings to all our brothers and
sisters in Christ. We are so thankful
to God for His many blessings. We
were sorry that Bro. and Sis. Priest
had to leave us a few months ago, but
appreciate the work they are doing
with young people.

Our Lord has continued to bless the
church here and certainly He is work-
ing in the hearts and lives of the
people of this area. One young mother
was saved nrecently, Praise God!
Please pray that His will be done in
the work here.

Jay Smith, pastor

KATY, TEX.—

During November we had special
week-end services with the Rev. Jim-
my Wallis family and enjoyed a real
good refreshing from the Lord. Our
area churches were represented dur-
ing the services. Most of all we were
happy to have town people attend
that had never before attendeq our
church. Pray with us that God will
continue to give us fruit from these
services.

' 0. A. Busch, pastor

LAVERNE, OKLA.—

In the month of September we began
to pray for a revival. We soon began
cottage prayer meetings in the homes
of our people on Thursdays along with
fast and prayer days and special visi-
tation being held among those for
whom we were burdened.

The month of November was the
date of our revival with Rev. and Mrs.
Ted Barker and boys. These people
were a real blessing to our church
with their songs and Bro. Ted brought
some outstanding sermons. The church

was inspired and a real revival spirit
prevailed among us.

Bach night there was a good crowd
with 70 being the smallest number to
attend for two weeks of time. We saw
a lot of sinners come and although no
moves were made the seed was plant-
ed. We are still praising God for this
real revival and will see fruits from
it for months to come.

Two weeks after the revival in a
Sunday morning service we saw a
young boy saved. We are now looking
forward to convocation at Guymon
and then our annual watchnight ser-
vice here at Laverne. Pray for us.

Jack Cornell, pastor

PINE HILL, ALA.—

It’s so marveleous to know of a
truth that God is the Same Yesterday,
Today and Forever. What a privileged
people we are in Today’s world to
have one to cling to “who changeth
not.”

Recently our church was blessed
with a wonderful revival with Rev.
Doyle Wiles, evangelist. We certainly
appreciated his ministry among us.

Our good people have labored faith-
fully and have installed a new church
rest room and completely redecorated
our nursery, adding fine built-in baby
beds.

We desire your prayers for our
lives as we labor for the Lord here
that we might do the Lord’s will in all
things.

Jim Arnall, pastor

TANEYVILLE, MO.—

We would like to give you a report
of our work here. As most of you
know we moved here, beginning in
early summer and ending by about
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Sept. 1. We live in a mobile home about
four blocks from the church on the
south side of Tannyville.

The church is progressing nicely.
We had a revival this fall for one week
and I think that there were seven
professed salvation. We are looking
forward to another revival some time
after the first of the year.

Christmas is always a big time for
the church here and another program
is under way. That will be on Christ-
mas Eve.

We have had a lot of sickness and
some deaths in the community of late.
This has kept us praying and leaning
strongly on the Lord. Pray for us here.
Many are the souls that need to be
reached. All ministers of the faith wel-
come at any time. Write us or call
us at 546-5263.

Gail and Edna Schultz, pastors

ROSWELL, N.M.—

We enjoy receiving the Report. It
is wonderful to know how God blesses
His people in other places. The Lord
has been good to us, too.

We enjoyed having Bro. T. S. Abra-
ham with us recently. He preached a
very good sermon on Sunday morning.
Sunday night he showed us the slides of
India. We certainly appreciate the
work that he and his family are doing
in their homeland. May God richly
bless them.

Mrs. Hennesey and Mrs. Connor, two
of our elderly ladies are in a rest
home now and ask that people remem-
ber them in prayer.

We are still praying for a revival.
Pray that God will lead, guide and
direct in this very special need.

Joann Hall, reporter
Jerome Crowhurst, pastor

(Continued on page 5)
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