
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
May 7, 2023 – Fifth Sunday of Easter

8:30 am is live; 11:00 is live, streamed, and recorded

Setting Five

Hymns will be found in the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship Book 
in the pew.

GATHERING

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE – Improvisation on Rendez a Dieu

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

P In the name of the Father, and of the a Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

C Amen.
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Processional Hymn – Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation 645

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

C And also with you.

2



KYRIE
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ALL GLORY...

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one
another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world,
for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD
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First Reading: Acts 7:55-60
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and
the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were stoning
Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud
voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.

Response – Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 Congregation sings Refrain and bold verses

Refrain

 1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be | put to shame; deliver me | in your righteousness.
 2Incline your | ear to me; make haste to de- | liver me.
 3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag | and my stronghold;
  for the sake of your name, lead | me and guide me.
 4Take me out of the net that they have secretly | set for me,

  for you are my tow- | er of strength.  Refrain
 5Into your hands I com- | mend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, | God of truth.
 15My times are | in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who
| persecute me.

 16Let your face shine up- | on your servant; save me in your | steadfast love.”  Refrain

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
 4Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight,
and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 
 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious;
 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, 
 “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,”
8and “A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
 9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that
you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.
 10Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy,
  but now you have received mercy.  
Response: Thanks be to God
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Gospel Acclamation

After the Gospel is announced, the people say: Glory to you, O Lord

Gospel: John 14:1-14

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also.
From now on you do know him and have seen him.”
 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him,
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the
Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the
Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in
me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you,
the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works
than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the
Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”

After the Gospel is read, the people say: Praise to you, O Christ

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON
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Hymn of the Day - Christ Is Alive!  Let Christians Sing 389
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NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or
used as appropriate.
United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in
need.
A brief silence.
God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen them
for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, verdant
fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of pollution, erosion,
extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.
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Your mercy is great.
Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and
organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster
(especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing
homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially), Barbara, Jan, Janet, Joyce, Ida, Phyllis and Larry,
Bob and Ellie, Naomi, Judy, Mary, John, Tom,  Pat, and others we may name aloud or quietly in
our hearts. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in this
community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going through
transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the care
shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort for all
awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty
and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.

PEACE

P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

MEAL

OFFERING

OFFERTORY  - (8:30) Gottes Sohn ist kommen by J. S. Bach
(11:00) Christ is our Cornerstone by David Thorne (Choir)
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OFFERTORY – Create in Me a Clean Heart

OFFERTORY PRAYER

ALL Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish
your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that
all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal:
you we praise and glorify, you we worship and adore.
You formed the earth from chaos;
you encircled the globe with air;
you created fire for warmth and light;
you nourish the lands with water.
You molded us in your image,
and with mercy higher than the mountains,
with grace deeper than the seas,
you blessed the Israelites and cherished them as your own.
That also we, estranged and dying,
might be adopted to live in your Spirit,
you called to us through the life and death of Jesus.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Together as the body of Christ,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Son,
the first-born of your new creation.
We remember his life lived for others,
and his death and resurrection, which renews the face of the earth.
We await his coming,
when, with the world made perfect through your wisdom,
all our sins and sorrows will be no more.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate,
send upon us and this meal your Holy Spirit,
whose breath revives us for life,
whose fire rouses us to love.
Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food.
Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit,
that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
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Holy and benevolent God,
receive our praise and petitions,
as Jesus received the cry of the needy,
and fill us with your blessing,
until, needy no longer and bound to you in love,
we feast forever in the triumph of the Lamb:
through whom all glory and honor is yours, O God, O Living One,
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
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COMMUNION SONG  – O Christ, Lamb of God

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
And each person may respond Amen.
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Communion Hymn – Father, We Thank You 478
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

SONG AFTER COMMUNION

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Let us pray.
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness,
water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as
witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through
Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.

C Amen.

SENDING

Blessing response: Amen
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Sending Hymn - The Church’s One Foundation 654
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DISMISSAL

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE  – Trio by Josef Rheinberger

From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2014 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27001.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian
Education of the National council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights
reserved.

The Altar Flowers are presented to the Glory of God with the following recognitions:
Z In memory of Helen Stumpf by her sons, Karl and David Stumpf
Z In memory of George Kachur, father of Diana, by Ted and Diana Dominick

Altar Flowers – If you would like to make a recognition through a request for Altar Flowers, please stop
by the credenza under the TV monitor in the atrium. Sign up for the day(s) you would like to request, pick
up an envelope and form in the lower box and turn in your request form(s) which should indicate your
announcement for the bulletin, and payment ($40) at least one week in advance. If you have any
questions, speak with a staff person.

Prayer of the Church (Members):  Barbara Hadden, Jan Franzen, Janet Ravert, Joyce Veazey, Ida
Elliott, Phyllis and Larry Jenkins, Bob and Ellie DeVries, Naomi Watson, Judy Schlegel, Mary Bader, John
Friedrich, Tom Kraska, Pat Cashwell

Prayer List Changes – If you have names to add, or delete at any time, email staff, or call the office.

Prayer of the Church (Friends): Kay Matthews and Robert Meissner [Tony Perrotte’s mother and
uncle], Vickie Ettinger, Lois Horn, Diane Johnson (Penni Perrotte’s friends), Laura Williams (friend of
Amanda Anderson), Bill Lopatta (uncle of Amanda Anderson),Tim and Sue Williams (friends of the
Foremans), Sara Russell (sister of Anna Snyder), Susan Freeman, her husband Don and daughter Emma
(by Joan Pepper), Sayge Lindsay (grandson of Alta Lindsay), Susan Roberts (friend of Kathy Anderson),
Donore Lantz (friend of Judy Schlegel), MJ Chevalier (sister of Marcy Brown), Roketta Hudgins (mother of
Greg Hudgins), Gay Reed (friend of Robin Winfree), Sally Midyette (mother of Kathy Anderson), Jacki and
Steven and daughters (friends of Joan Pepper), Zach Maier (cousin of Kathy Anderson), Virginia Hinshaw
(great-grandmother of Kayden and Hunter Hinshaw), Gad Kainer, Eric Tabert (nephew of Deb Tabert),
Dean Greg Jones of Duke Divinity, Armenia and Artsakh (friends of Judy Schlegel), William and Barbara
Wilson (parents of Bill Wilson), Linda Leslie (mother of Sean Slane), Paul DeVries (brother of Bob
DeVries), Gini Rinkus (friend of the Dominicks), Elaine Williamson (sister-in-law of Greg and Jeanna
Hudgins), Paul (son-in-law of Jan Huntley), Richard Dominick (brother of Ted Dominick), Burr Hasselbeck,
Josephine Economy and John Bigsby (friends of Bess Line), Wayne Coulter (brother-in-law of Marlene
Coulter), Marie Watts (cousin of Pat Casper), Ruth Parker (aunt of Pat Casper), Ashley Collins (niece of
Deb Tabert), Holly (friend of Pat Cashwell), Patrick Howell (son of a friend of the Waughs), George and
Pat Rose (friends of Debbie Fullbright), John and Connie Heinz, Gregory and Colleen Davidson, Richard
and Claudia Steele (friends of Dean and Marcia Redman), Kirk Temple (brother-in-law of Deb Tabert),
Cynthia Lowery (friend of Marlene Coulter), Debra Jetton (sister of Bill Wilson), Penny Wagner (niece of
Marcia Wilson), Ron Bobby (friend of the Dominicks), Lydia Sumner (cousin of Marlene Coulter)

Adult Sunday School Classes for the month of May - meet in Trinity Hall 9:45-10:45 am:
May 7 – Early history of hymns
May 14 – Latin hymns and Reformation hymns
May 21 - English and German hymns – 16-17 centuries
May 28 – English and German hymns – 17-19 centuries
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Young In Spirit
! Young In Spirit activity for May 10 will be St. Paul’s resident art historian, Janet Seiz.  For those

opening up the Evangelical Lutheran Worship Book in 2006, the twenty-five bold black and red
images were a surprising enhancement from previous Lutheran Hymnals. Like the St. Paul’s Stations
of the Cross which were hung in the Sanctuary during Lent, the images in the ELW were created by
the artist Nicholas Markell of St. Paul, MN.  https://www.markellstudios.com/ This short talk will look
closely at three of Markell’s full page ELW images. It is hoped this close analysis might help us
understand Markell’s visual language in a deeper way.  Bring your own lunch and join us in Trinity
hall at 11:30 am on Wednesday, May 10.

! Baseball game, Sunday, June 25 at 5:05 pm. Syracuse Mets vs. Durham Bulls. Price is $15.00 per
ticket. Please reserve your spot and reimburse Redmans by May 14. (Redmans will be gone April
25 thru May 10).

Thursday Bible Study – Join us on Thursdays at 10:30-11:45 am where we are studying Jeremiah. The
class takes place in the Conference Room and by Zoom. Study notes will be emailed.

A bit late for Cinco de Mayo but the menu will be the same. Come join us on May 17 at 6:00 pm for
Wednesday Night Supper and enjoy fellowship as you create your own burrito, salad, nachos, or
whatever, using the ingredients as you wish. Full line of tortillas, chips, cheeses, and toppings of all kinds.
There will be desserts and beverages as well.

Summer Worship Schedule
This summer we will stay with two worship services, at 8:30 and 11:00 am. The 8:30 worship will be
using “Now the Feast and Celebration” worship books, and the 11:00 will continue to use the Setting Five
booklets from the ELW. The 8:30 worship will be in-person only, the 11:00 service will be in-person, live-
streamed, and recorded. This will take effect on June 4 and continue through August.

GRADUATIONS!  
It is that time of year where we would like to be made aware of and announce any and all graduations.
This applies to: college, high school or other schools as well. You may include a photo and any future
plans which will all be published in the June issue of Cross Connections. Please submit your information
by emailing to Susan at admin@stpaulsdurham.org or you may drop it in her mailbox in the reception
office (deadline is Monday, May 22). We will recognize graduates during both worship services on June 4.

You are invited to an Organ Recital, presented by members of the Durham-Chapel Hill Chapter of the
American Guild of Organists. Date is Friday, May 19, 2023 at 7:30 pm at St. Philip’s Episcopal Church,
403 E.  Main Street in Durham. The recital is free and open to the Public. You will hear works by Heinrich
Scheidemann, J. S. Bach, Louis Vierne, Arthur Milner, Herbert Murrill, William Mathias, and Carol Williams.

The Growing thru Grief meetings continue each week at St. Paul’s. Meetings are on Tuesday, with
registration at 4:00 pm. First time attendees must show proof of Covid vaccination and booster(s). Masks
are encouraged. We ask people to come at 4; the program begins at 4:30, and all will end by 6.
• May 2: The Great Grief Experiment
• May 9: The Way Forward
• May 16: The Road Ahead, with William Holloman and Bill Dahl
• May 23: David Franken will be the presenter
• May 30: Healing Yoga with Margie Satinsky
Everyone is welcome. Please contact admin@growingthrugrief.org if you have any questions.

St. Paul's has a Habitat Work Crew and you are invited to join them!  Morris Casper is our contact
person and coordinator. The best way to reach him is by email: mcasper913@gmail.com  Our work dates
are: May 13, and June 10.  All genders are welcome. 
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St. Paul’s Readers: Please join us on Thursday, May 18, at 3 pm in Trinity Hall as Wendy Waugh leads
our discussion of When Should Law Forgive? by Martha Minow. This nonfiction work by an attorney
explores strengthening the role of forgiveness in the administration of the law in an age increasingly
defined by accusation and resentment, there is room to examine cases where letting go of legitimate
grievances can make the law more just, not less. Please consider participating even if you have not read
the bookd – check us out! This May meeting is the last before our summer pause. Contact Katherine
Trexler (katherine.m.trexler@gmail.com) with any questions. 

The Tongue and Thimble group creates small quilts which are distributed to the nurseries at local
hospitals for their critical patients. They meet downstairs in the Fiber Arts/Music room off of the Genesis Hall
on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month at 10:00 am - 12:00 noon. If you have an interest in sewing,
please stop by and see what we are working on.

The Dropped Stitch Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the last Friday of the month at 1:00 pm in the
sofa area of the atrium. This group creates prayer shawls by knitting or crochet. Come join in.

PASTA for PARKTOWN!!  Help Stock the St. Paul’s Shelf at Parktown Food Hub!  Please continue
to add a package – or two – of dry pasta to your shopping cart to support this important community
ministry and keep the St. Paul’s Pasta Shelf well stocked. The Women’s Connection Group is leading this
initiative to support the Parktown Food Hub, a ministry of South Durham Connections, led by Pastor
Sharon Schulze.  St. Paul’s Shelf - dry boxed pasta – spaghetti, macaroni, ziti, penne, etc. (NOT: kits
or dinner, nor canned pasta entrees).

Note from former Vicar, Mac Mullins: 
“By the grace of God, Vr. Mac Mullins has been called as Pastor in Residency to St. Paul Lutheran Church
Quad Cities in Davenport, IA. The residency program at St. Paul is a two-year term call in which new
pastors receive one-on-one mentoring, professional development, and the chance to work in a large,
established church at the beginning of their ministry.  Vr. Mac’s ordination will be held on June 17, 2023
at 11:00 am at St. Paul’s Durham. He will begin at St. Paul Quad Cities in mid-August. All members of St.
Paul’s Durham are invited to attend and celebrate with Vr. Mac. A very special thanks to the Internship
Committee and everyone at St. Paul’s who have supported Vr. Mac in his ministry!”

Sign-Up Genius Links
Please visit the Sign-Up Genius links which we use to enable volunteers to fill in where needed, for both
services. Click on the link and fill in your name on the date(s). 
� Sunday Worship
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0944a4a72fa5f58-sunday1
Sign up for:  lector, worship assistant, and ushers. Staff will be glad to provide guidance for any of these
tasks.
� Sunday morning Communion Assistants and Lock-Up
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0944a4a72fa5f58-communion
� Devotions – https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044eabad28a3fd0-daily1  
Send your devotions to Vicar Amanda Spangler- vicar@stpaulsdurham.org
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