One of the most frustrating parts of being well trained in risk-management 


is seeing an issue, 


warning people about it,



having them ignore my consultation, 




and then have to come help them when they hurt themselves.  

It happens way too often in all spheres of life.


But especially with 2 and 3 year olds at the gym, 



when they don't want to wear their shoes because their feet are too hot, 



but the floor is cold and they don't want to go barefoot.  

“Do you want to take off your socks 

or put your shoes back on?  


Otherwise you could slip and fall.”  



A defiant, “No!” is often given in response.  

Next comes the hard part.  


How do you respond when they were chasing a friend, 



cut the corner too tight, 



and slam down on the hard floor, 




erupting in tears?  


You first check for a concussion,



 and then make sure they are comfortable, 




and then bring up the socks being slippery? 



 Or is there any need to bring up the slipperyness of socks on a smooth floor?  

What punishment would you even give for not listening?  


The decision they have made to not listen the first time 



brought about its own judgement.  


They met the ground, 



and they met it hard!  

I use the example of 2 and 3 year olds, 


because they are still discovering the world 


and they need to learn that they don't always know best.  

But I could list a plethora of adult examples 


and you could add in your own expertise.  

I was once questioned about flying the Venezuelan National Airline, 


through Venezuela, 


to get to Ecuador.  

It was a really cheap flights I countered.  


After an extra night in Caracass, 


being escorted around by armed guards 


and staying in a hotel with barbwire and broken glass lining the top of the fence, 



and missing the first day of my paddling trip, 


my decision brought its own judgement 



without anyone having to say anything.  

I may have received a framed picture 


of the travel advisory from the state department concerning Venezuela,



 but no one said anything.

As we are just days away from celebrating the birth of our Lord and Savior 


and concluding this season of praying for him to come again, 

we are reminded in Jesus' last public address in the gospel of John, 


that Jesus came into the world as light, 



so that no one who believes in Jesus, 




should stay in darkness.  

He came so that we could see what God intended, 

understand it, 


and live it out ourselves.  

More importantly, 


he came so that we would know the Father, 

because all that Jesus did 


was from 


and directed by the Father.

But like a risk managing adult at the rec center, 


if we hear these words of Jesus, 



and try to live another way 




than the one he laid out 




and demonstrated with his life, 


Jesus is not going to judge us.  

Because that type of life lived is condemnation all its own.  


We knew where that life leads, 


and still know where that type of life leads.  



It leads to death.  

That is why Israel was calling out for a Savior, 

that is why those of you who have accepted Jesus as your Lord and Savior did so.  


Because you knew where your life was going 



via your own power and strength.  


You had realized that you could not do this all on your own anymore 



and that you needed help now.  


And to the extent you have allowed Jesus to be your Lord and Savior, 



those pieces of your life have readjusted themselves.  

I don't want to pretend everything has been easy and care free.  


But with the gift of forgiveness, 



relationships that were once dead are alive again.  


With the gifts of grace and mercy, 



you are not having to earn your salvation 



and be perfect to get it.  




Instead, 





when you fall short 





and go the wrong way, 




you can repent and go a different direction.  


The gravity of your life is not dependent on you anymore.  

Jesus has become the center of your life 


and everything is not dependent on you 


and is on him instead.  



Do you realize how freeing that can be?  

This is the eternal life that Jesus speaks of in this passage.  


When Jesus speaks of eternal life, 



it is a qualitative 



not quantitative promise. 

 
It is not measured in length, 


but in quality.  



That is why eternal life is offered to us now, 




today.  



We can life this type of life starting today.  

It is a Jesus type life 


that serves the world 



rather than self, 


that reflects the father 



rather than the world, 


that loves unconditionally 



rather than conditionally.  

This is why people find themselves attracted to the rule of God and his Kingdom.  


Because the world lives and operates by different standards.  


And the standards are never attainable.

We can see this in our sports.  


A team is crowned champions, 



and within a week, t




here are already articles about whether they can repeat.  

We see it in our politics, 


a candidate is elected 



and is already campaigning for the next election in their acceptance speech.  

We see it in our drive for more money, 


having trouble accepting that what we have is enough.  

We see it in our social life.


We are engaged,



and people want to know wedding date,



when chldren are coming




and where we are sending them to college.


We have a child and have not shared the name



and we ask if there is another coming soon.

The life we live under our own constructs 


destroys lives.  

People are overwhelmed, 


because they never get full acceptance.  

They can never rest in an unconditional love, 


because there is always something that needs to be fixed.  

The myth exists that once they deal with that issue, 


then they will be loveable.  



Only to find out that there is more that is wrong with them.

This is the judgement that Jesus speaks about. 


It is like the gym floor.  


It will come if we choose not to follow the way of Jesus.  


If we play by the world's rules 



instead of Jesus'.  

It is the natural consequence of running at high speeds


 with dry socks 


on a polished floor.  

Now Jesus' desire is for us to listen to him.  


Remember,



 I am not trying to prevent small children from running in the gym.  



I am trying to get them to run in the gym in a way 




that will provide the most fun.  





Slamming down onto a solid floor is not my definition of fun.  



Being able to run, 




and cut even sharper and quicker, 





because you have grip under your feet is.  



Whether that is with shoes on 



or with barefeet.  




My desire is to save the children from slamming into the ground.

Jesus' desire, 


the reason he came, 



is to keep us from living under these same burdens year in and year out.  



To remind and show us 




that we are loved.  



That a different type of life is possible 




and how it changes those around us.  



That loving the father 




and seeking his will instead of our own 





is the way to living our best life.

This desire is not limited to Jesus, 

but to our heavenly Father as well.  


The Father sent Jesus as a child, 



in weakness, 




to show us that weakness was the way we were to approach the world.  

Jesus will next ride on a donkey of peace 


rather than a war horse into Jerusalem.  

He will be falsely accused and remain silent.  

He will be crucified as an innocent man, 


so that he might take the punishment for our sin, 


so that we might have access to this eternal life.  

All of these actions are a gift of the Father.  I


f there would have been another way that corresponded with who the Father was, 



he surely would have taken it.  

Jesus prayed three times in the garden of Gethsemane for such a route, 


before fully accepting this way as the best way.

This has all been done, 


so that we will not longer have to stay in the darkness.  

The light has come, 


so that we don't have to endure the darkness anymore.  

We don't have to live a self-centered life.  


We can have the stamina and endurance



 to love as God calls us to love.  

Some of Jesus' ideas have been adopted 


and then tweaked by society.  

For we see the goodness of them.  


Hospitals and public education both find their roots in the Christian faith.  

But once we start doing those things 


sustained by our own power and direction,



 they loose some of the quality of their calling.  

So we are called to stay in the light.  


To listen to those macro and micro adjustments, 



that make all the difference between tears and gnashing of teeth 



versus squeals of joy and laughter, 




because you caught up to your friend, 





because you cut the corner tighter, 





instead of crashing to the ground as you lost your grip.  


The only difference being listening to someone who knows better.  

Who knows better what we need, 


than our creator and our Savior?

44 Then Jesus cried out, “Whoever believes in me does not believe in me only, but in the one who sent me. 45 The one who looks at me is seeing the one who sent me. 46 I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness.
47 “If anyone hears my words but does not keep them, I do not judge that person. For I did not come to judge the world, but to save the world. 48 There is a judge for the one who rejects me and does not accept my words; the very words I have spoken will condemn them at the last day. 49 For I did not speak on my own, but the Father who sent me commanded me to say all that I have spoken. 50 I know that his command leads to eternal life. So whatever I say is just what the Father has told me to say.”

