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Perry & Phillips
Funeral Directors Tel: Bridgnorth (01746) 765255
An Independent Family Business Caring for the Community since 1835
24 Hour Service

Provider of
“The Shropshire Pre-payment Funeral Plan”

Main office and Private Chapels at 4 Underhill Street, Bridgnorth

Monumental Masonry Service. Written estimates always given. Members of the NAFD and BIFD.

CDI ELECTRICAL SOLUTIONS
ALL ELECTRICAL AND SECURITY
WORK UNDERTAKEN
ESTABLISHED SINCE 2001

FREE QUOTATION AND
EXPERIENCED ADVICE.

NO CALL OUT CHARGES.

ALL WORK CERTIFIED AND GUARANTEED.
CLEAN RELIABLE SERVICE.

SOCKET & LIGHTING.

SHED AND OUT BUILDING SUPPLIES.
REWIRES.

CONSUMER UNIT UPGRADES.

GATE ACCESS.

CCTV.  ALARM.

VEHICLE CHARGING POINTS.
COMMERCIAL DOMESTIC.
INDUSTRIAL. AGRICULTURE.

CALL PAUL
07454 993095 or 01746 552880
EMAIL CDIELECTRICAL@LIVE.COM

Snowdrop Home Care [

We are a home care company
providing a high quality personal and
professional service tailored to fit the
individual needs of our clients enabling
them to live as independently as
possible in their own homes.

All staff are DBS cleared and fully
trained.

We take great pride in the friendly,
professional and self-motivated service
we provide.

We cover Alveley Bridgnorth and all
Surrounding areas.

Please ring Denise for more
information or an informal chat on:
Office: 01299 861576

On call mobile: 07535 251051
email:
snowdrophomecareltd@gmail.com




The Rector writes
Dear Friends

Easter Sunday falls on April 5t this year. The Easter festival is made-up of sev-
eral different events: the intimate meal on Maundy Thursday with the shar-
ing of the bread and wine and Jesus washing the feet of his disciples; the
trial, the persecution, the crucifixion of Jesus outside the city on the Friday;
the quiet of the Saturday, the Sabbath, when the world rested, albeit in a
most peculiar way. For most people it was just another Saturday or Sabbath;
it was the day that the world was desolate, but like the first Sabbath, the
task was “finished” in fime.

And then, as the women go to the fomb in the early morning, they discover
the tomb is empty, the grave clothes left behind and Jesus is nowhere to be
seen, (it seemsl!). It is our well-known story, yet | hope not well-worn.

For me this Lent has been dominated by the Ash Wednesday phrase —
“Remember you are dust”. So far this Lent | have taken 3 funerals. We alll
have to face mortality, and for some this Lent has been a Lent of real grief
and mourning. We are all fragile, mortal, human beings; BUT as we have
followed Lent through we have met Nicodemus, who wanted to know
about eternal life (He was a bit confused as we often are), and we have
met Lazarus, and his sisters Mary and Martha, whose real grief at real mor-
tality is changed to joy. Lazarus died and was buried, in his graveclothes,
just as Jesus would be; Lazarus was brought back to life, hence wrapped in
grave clothes, but Jesus was raised to new life, the life he fried to explain to
Nicodemus, and the fruth of his statement to Martha - “I am the Resurrec-
tion and the Life".

Easter for me will be a big celebration of feeling good and fit and joyous;
but it will also be a quiet reminder that despite our mortalities and the ills of
body, soul, society and the world, new life is offered, new life is there for us —
giffed to us at our baptisms — “the sign and seal of new birth” — but requiring
us to accept this gift of Jesus and life everlasting.

Easter and new life is a gift for each of us to receive — not an automatic
sprinkler system. This Easter do we rejoice to receive this gift of Jesus, and do
we nourish and delight in this gifte The cost of this gift is seen on Good Friday
- the self-giving of God, in Jesus; it is seen on Maundy Thursday in Jesus
washing the feet of his disciples; it is seen in Jesus sharing our earthly life,
weeping with Mary and Martha (in their grief) at the sorrow within the world.
God is not immune to the suffering and hardship.

The reality of this gift is seen on Easter Morning when Jesus greets a different
Mary by name - not some big crowd event, but personal to her and so o
each of us. The risen Jesus greets us each by name - because, as Ash
Wednesday also reminded us, God is rich in mercy — and in that mercy,
God offers me new life, not because | deserve it, but because God made
me to find my fullness in him, God desires not the death of a sinner, but that
all should find life. Hallelujah!
Easter Blessings Rev Jon



United Benefices of Alveley and Quatt

Rector Rev. Jon Aldwinckle , The Rectory, Alveley 01746 562159
(emaiil: revjonaldwinckle@outlook.com)

Reader Sue Chidwick, 28 Greenway Avenue, Alveley 07596 510020

Lay Pastoral Worker Wendy Aldwinckle, The Rectory, Alveley 01746 562159

Safeguarding Officer Jackie Hampson, South View, 23 Daddlebrook Rd 01746 780034

Contact for Alveley & Quatt Methodists
Deacon Becky Lovatt 01299 826641

St. Mary The Virgin, Alveley, WV15 6ND

Churchwarden Penny Jenkins, 34 Birch Grove, Alveley 07929 327164
Churchwarden Alison Pearson, Brookfield, Daddlebrook Rd, Alveley 07882 888875
Treasurer Anne Simms, Willowell House, Quatford 01746 768955

St. Andrew’s Quatt

Churchwarden Ann Lee, 7 Brook Hollow, Bridgnorth 01746 761138
Treasurer Steve Jones, 72 Manor Road South, Kidderminster 01562 753828

From the Parish Register

Funerals Jesus said: 'l am the resurrection and the life.’
March 9 Miriam Patricia Davies St. Mary’s
March 10 Thomas George Prestwood St. Mary’s

For all church enquiries please visit our website

https://www.alveleyandquattchurches. In an emergency please call
Rev Jon Aldwinckle (01746 562159)
For Alveley burial ground enquiries call Jenny Sirrell 07484806605

COVER PICTURE
The truth behind the Easter egg

Views expressed in this magazine do not necessarily reflect those of the Rector, PCCs,
retired clergy, Hereford Diocese, the editor or the Church of England.
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APRIL SERVICES
Duty rotas for St. Mary’s are on page 20.

Thursday 2" April Maundy Thursday

7.00pm Simple meal, foot washing & Communion OCCC Alveley
Friday 3" April Good Friday

2.00pm An Hour at the Cross St Mary’s
Sunday April 5™ Easter Sunday

10.30am  Holy Communion St Mary’s
6.00pm Holy Communion St Andrew’s
Wednesday April 8"

10.30am Holy Communion St Mary’s
Sunday April 12"

10.30am  Worship 4 All Ages St Mary’s
10.30am  Holy Communion St Andrew’s
Sunday April 19"

10.30am Holy Communion St Mary’s
Wednesday April 22™

10.30am Holy Communion St Mary’s
Sunday April 26™

8.00am Holy Communion St Mary’s
10.30am  20-20-20 St Mary’s
4.00pm Teatime Praise St Andrew’s

ST. MARY’S PANCAKE MORNING

A very big THANK YOU to everyone who came to the Pancake Morning, it was well
attended and a warm, inviting, community occasion. To the helpers thank you! with-
out you all we would not be able to provide this joyous event, over £400 was raised
for church funds. Many thanks.

Jenny Sirrell

MEN’S BREAKFAST
Men’s breakfast will be held on Saturday 18th April 8.30am in the OCCC (Alveley Old
Methodist Chapel). In February we had a wonderful talk from Benoit Ritzenthaler
who shared with us how being a Christian helps him as a palliative care Doctor, with
some very moving stories. We look forward to seeing you and sharing good conver-
sation and a hearty breakfast. If you haven’t been before why not give it a try.
Rev Jon

Why do people who know the least, know it the loudest? - Anon
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ST. ANDREW’S, QUATT
The clocks have moved forward an hour now and | hope that you all agree that it's won-
derful to enjoy longer daylight hours. The gardens are blooming and hopefully by the
time you read this the weather will be warmer. Each change in season gives us some-
thing new to celebrate. This month we celebrate Easter Sunday and the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead. We will be holding a service of Holy Communion at St An-
drew’s at 6pm so please come along and join us on this very special day.

| have planted primroses in the pots in my garden, the cherry tree is in full bloom ,the
grass needs mowing and the birds are singing- it’s lovely to get outside and enjoy the
fresh air after the recent long rainy days.

As those close to me know I’'m not a great historian - it was never my favourite subject
at school - | much preferred French, mathematics, biology, geology and geography.
However, this month | decided to do a little research into historical events during the
month of April. There are far too many to mention them all so | have chosen just a few .
21st April 1509 Henry VIII became King of England.

23rd April 1516 William Shakespeare died.

3rd April 1721 Robert Walpole became the first Prime Minister of Britain.

28th April 1770 English naval explorer James Cook arrived in Botany Bay Australia- the
first European explorer to do so.

29th April 1884 Oxford University agreed to admit female students to examinations ,
however they were not to be awarded degrees!

Finally here is one you may not have heard of before - on 10th April 1663 the first ba-
nanas, never seen before in Britain went on sale in a London shop. | eagerly await any
corrections by the historians amongst you.

We have some improvements planned for the next few months once funds allow. As
we have no proper facilities in the kitchen area we would like to install a sink to save us
having to take the washing up home! We are also hoping to erect a handrail along the
length of the church path which should make life a little easier for the less mobile
amongst us.

Wishing you all a very Happy Easter. Ann Lee

ST. ANDREW’S DUTY ROTA
Please let Ann know if you are not available on these dates.

Date 1st Reading 2nd reading Intercessions
April 5 Acts 10.34-43 John 20.1-18 Ann Lee
Paula Tristham Ann Lee
April 12 Acts 2.14.22-32 John 20.19-31 Ann Lee
Carol Hubbard Steve Jones
April 26 John 10.1-10 Wendy Aldwinckle
Rita Vernon
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WHITTALL MEADOWS TRUST
The Trust’s next meeting will take place on Wednesday 27" May 2026 when the
Trustees will be pleased to consider requests for financial support from village or-
ganisations. Applications should be made in writing or by email to:
Jan Higgins
Clerk to the Whittall Meadows Trust
11, Mallards Close,
Alveley,
Bridgnorth, WV15 6JL
Email: jan.higgins@btinternet.com
Applications should arrive no later than 20™ May 2026.
Applicants should be aware that the Trustees favour grants which support pur-
chases of specific equipment or services rather than general running expenses.
Applications should give full details of your project and its costs.

ALVELEY VILLAGE HALL

On Saturday 14™ March, with thanks to Arts Alive, the Village Hall was able to host
the extremely talented musical duo Arthur Coates and Kerran Cotterell. These
young men delighted and charmed us with their incredible musical skills on the gui-
tar and violin and with their beautiful, harmonised singing. Their own compositions
were refreshing and original and it was all performed with such astounding energy
and quirky humour. Thank you to those of you who supported this event

Saturday 18™ April is the date for the Annual Village Quiz which will take place in
Alveley village hall at 7.30pm. The details and entry forms for the quiz have been
sent out to village organisations, but if | have missed out your group or club and
you would like to take part, please give me a ring on 780 478. The entry forms need
to be returned to me at 12 Bridge Road by the 31* March. Norma Crabtree

ALVELEY LADIES’ GUILD
Our next meeting will be a slide show by Andrew Holmes about his wildlife photo-
graphs taken at the Country Park. Join us to see Andrew’s photos at the Village Hall

on Monday 27th April. Tea, coffee and biscuits are included in the £4 entrance fee,
Kath

A Sunday school teacher was discussing the Ten Commandments with her five-
and six-year-olds. After explaining the commandment to “honour thy father
and thy mother,” she asked: "Is there a commandment that teaches us how to
treat our brothers and sisters?”

Without missing a beat one little boy answered, "Thou shall not kill.”

7



ALVELEY AND ROMSLEY PARISH COUNCIL
The next meeting of Alveley and Romsley Parish Council will be held on the 7th
April in the Pavilion, starting at 7.30pm with Open Forum. This is your chance to
raise village matters of interest or concern to you. Please note that this is a week
later than usual. We look forward to seeing you.
Isley Jakeman Chair, Alveley and Romsley Parish Council

SAVE THE DATE: Community Event & Annual Parish Meeting — 21st April
This year’s Annual Parish Meeting will begin a little differently. Before the formal
meeting starts, we are hosting a special community event from 6pm-7pm focused
on biodiversity, the environment and nature recovery.

Think of it as a chance to discover what’s happening locally to support nature and
how you can get involved. The session will take the form of an informal
“marketplace”, where local organisations and groups will be on hand to share their
work and chat with residents. We're delighted that the National Trust, Sustainable
Bridgnorth and our new Local Nature Recovery Working Group have already con-
firmed they will be attending.
You'll be able to drop in, explore local projects, ask questions and take part in some
interactive activities designed to get people thinking about how we can all support
nature and the environment in our parish.
Whether you’re passionate about nature, curious about local projects or just want
to find out what’s going on around the village, we hope you’ll come along.
Free tea, coffee and biscuits will be available, so please do come along and join us.
The formal Annual Parish Meeting will follow at 7pm, where residents can hear
about the work the Parish Council has been doing over the past year, listen to up-
dates from local organisations, and ask questions about issues that matter to the
community.

Tuesday 21st April 2026 Pre-event: 6-7pm  Annual Parish Meeting: 7pm

Venue: Pavilion, Daddlebrook Road, Alveley

More details will be shared nearer the time, keep an eye out for further infor-
mation.  Christine Brown, Vice Chair, Alveley and Romsley Parish Council

Parish Council Contact Update
The Parish Council has a new website and email address as part of improving how
we communicate with residents, plus a new postal address for correspondence.
Website: www.alveleyandromsley-pc.gov.uk
Email: clerk@alveleyandromsley-pc.gov.uk
Postal Address: c/o Blakeshall Lodge, Blakeshall, DY11 5XW
Our telephone contact number remains unchanged — 07711 788782
Please do take a look at the new website where you can find council news, meeting
information and community updates.



SEVERN VALLEY COUNTRY PARK

It looks as though we are not going to get the new Sand Pit play area open for the
Easter Holidays. The rain kept coming and made the work difficult. As | write a good
number of the new pieces of equipment are in and by the end of this week, the spi-
der’s web climbing frame will be installed. It will be well worth the wait when it is
open again.

Of course, the Boat play area has continued to be open for everyone to enjoy while
visiting the park.

No 92 Coffee Lounge is open daily 8am-5pm and will be over the Easter holidays,
including the Easter weekend. They serve delicious breakfasts until 12pm and from
then on, a great lunch menu. Throughout the day you can pick up a hot drink and
tasty treat, including a wide variety of handmade cakes. We'll look forward to seeing
you over the holidays.

We are getting prepared to hand over our educational activities to the Field Studies
Council from the start of April. They will be offering half-day and full-day sessions
tailored to Early Years, Primary and Key Stage 3. Typical themes include Habitats and
living things; Rivers and water investigations; Local history and settlement studies;
Plants, trees and seasonal change; Earth materials and rocks; and Teambuilding and
orienteering. You can find out more on their website www.field-studies-council.org/
severn-valley-country-park

Entries now open for Steaming Down the Valley, held on Saturday 6" June. You can
race a steam train over 5K or 10K distance —or even on the river. There will be medal
and goody bag for every finisher. Entry starts from £22. Enter online at
www.entryhub.co.uk/steaming-down-the-valley
And finally, Rain or Shine Theatre Company are back with us this year on Fri 31 July,
7pm. This summer they will be inviting us into the delightfully chaotic Victorian
world of The Pickwick Papers, where misadventure and merriment collide in a whirl-
wind of Dickensian absurdity! Secure your seat, pack your picnic and prepare for an
uproarious adventure with the Pickwick Society—where the only certainty is a thor-
oughly good time to be had by all! Tickets will be on sale soon.

Susie Comaish, Visitor Centre Manager, Severn Valley Country Park

ARDEN ALLOTMENTS - PLOTS AVAILABLE
Spring is here, and a great time to start growing your own fruit, vegetables and
flowers. Arden Allotments, situated next to The Squirrel pub on the A442, currently
have a couple of plots available. Please contact Nikki Cheek - either by telephone
07890752201 or email Nikki.Cheek@hotmail.co.uk for further details

The nice thing about becoming forgetful is that you can hide your own Easter
eggs.



BURNT CAKES

| am writing this on Sunday 8th March which just happens to be International
Women's Day. It seems to me that women have achieved greatness by two means
in what has been a male dominated society for thousands of years. Either by force
of character or by default. Let me explain. Of the 58 people that have served as
prime minister of the UK since the first one in 1721 only three have been women:
Margaret Thatcher, Theresa May and Liz Truss. Clearly voted into power by their
mostly male colleagues as the best person at the time. Whereas out of approxi-
mately 65 monarchs in the last 1200 years we have had just six queens simply be-
cause there was no male heir. Fair?

Other prominent women come to mind. Boudicca seized power when her husband
King Prasutagus died peacefully in AD61 and initially handed power to his daugh-
ters. However the Romans ignored his wishes and after flogging Boudicca they com-
manded two soldiers to rape the girls in front of their mother. She was understand-
ably incensed and took control of the Iceni tribe and promptly destroyed Colchester
and then London, both Roman towns, killing around 70,000 Romans and Britons
before being defeated by the Roman General Suetonius somewhere in the West
Midlands, but not before the Emperor Nero had considered pulling out of Britain
altogether. Emmeline Pankhurst (1858-1928) campaigned tirelessly for woman to
have the vote. | would highly recommend any book on this remarkable woman and
her daughters and supporters who suffered terribly for this cause including being
force-fed by having a rubber tube rammed down their throat when they went on
hunger strike in prison. Florence Nightingale is best known as the founder of mod-
ern nursing and rose to fame during the Crimean war 1853 to 1856 when she trans-
formed nursing from a somewhat disreputable profession by improving hygiene
and living standards and founded a nursing school at St Thomas's hospital in Lon-
don. One woman you may not have heard of is Sister Dora of Walsall (my home
town). Her full name was Dorothy Wyndlow Pattison and she was an Anglican nun
and nurse who worked in a cottage hospital. In 1875 when Walsall was hit by a
smallpox epidemic she set up an infirmary treating thousands of patients, she also
formed a close relationship with railway workers who often suffered from industrial
accidents. The railway workers bought her a horse and carriage and raised £50 from
their own wages to enable her to travel to housebound patients more easily. She
died at the age of 46 in 1878 from breast cancer and there was a huge crowd for
her funeral. Her statue is in the centre of Walsall and was the first full size statue to
be made of someone other than a monarch. There is one other woman | would like
to mention who had considerable influence in our region. King Alfred the Great was
born in 848 AD and is known for his defence of his kingdom against a stronger enemy,
for securing peace with the Vikings and for his far sighted reforms. Famously, in 878 when
he was hiding in a peasant’s hut in the Somerset levels, having evaded the Vikings. He let
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some cakes burn that he had been instructed to watch. He received a scolding from
the woman unaware of who he was. His eldest daughter Aethelflaed was born in
870 and by 886 after Alfred had taken control of London from the Vikings he gave
his daughter in marriage to an Earl Aethelred. When Alfred died in 899 aged 50 he
gave a sword worth 100 mancuses to son-in-law Aethelred. A mancus is a gold coin
weighing around 4.25 grammes worth in today's money about £220. If one of these
very rare coins comes up for auction today they can make up to £200,000. By 901
the royal couple were issuing grants. One of these was for the fortification of
Worcester. They raised money by taxing wagon-loads of salt coming from Droit-
wich. In these times great value was placed on having relics of saints or kings as
they were thought to have healing powers. At some point Aethelred and his wife
went to Lindsey in Lincolnshire and even though it was under Viking control they
grabbed the relics of King Oswald and took them back to the Royal house at
Gloucester. Stafford, Chester, Gloucester and Bridgnorth were all fortified by the
Royal couple. When Aethelred died in 911 his wife Aethelflaed became ruler. Merci-
an Royal women were public figures, patrons, entrepreneurs and politicians. There
was a Royal township at Atcham near Attingham Park at the confluence of the Riv-
ers Severn and Tern close to the old Roman town of Wroxeter. There is evidence of
two huge halls similar to Viking halls. Aethelflaed chose a site close by on a bend in
the River Severn to build a burh, which is a fortified settlement, and so founded
Shrewsbury. On August 1st 917 she captured Derby and in 918 she occupied Leices-
ter. York, which was under Viking control, submitted to her without a battle such
was her reputation. Gloucester, Worcester, Bridgnorth and Shrewsbury are all on
the River Severn as of course is Alveley and so she almost certainly passed this way
many times with her carriage and wagons and entourage along with servants and
possibly her army and it may be no coincidence that Alveley's name derives from a
Saxon woman's name Aelfoyd or Aelf and Leah which means a clearing in a wood or
forest.  Roy Page.

"It's not as picturcsque as the old steeple
Jhun itz saving a fortune in electiricity bills!
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BUNKERS (Part 3)

The Bunkerisation of Albania from 1960 onwards.
This was the brainchild of the paranoid communist dictator of Albania, from 1940 to
1980, Enver Hokha. As he had systematically fallen out with all of the neighbouring
countries, he embarked on a plan to construct up to 750,000 mushroom shaped pill-
box bunkers over the whole of the landscape, from farmers’ fields, mountains, town
centres and beaches. It was once estimated that there was a bunker for every four
people. This was to defend the country from invasion from its perceived foes,
N.A.T.O, the Balkans and Russia. Boys as young as 12yrs old, were taught how to fire
a gun from one of these bunkers.
These bunkers were constructed at great expense from concrete and iron, which
took an enormous amount of revenue from the very poor country in the first place.
Having curried favour with China, their only ally at the time, the Chinese built several
factories for them, manufacturing the vast quantity of steel needed. This was at the
expense of other projects, such as housebuilding and roads, and forced the country
to exist in poverty under the communist regime. Hoxha banned religion, forbade
travel, or the ownership of property, in order to isolate it from the rest of the world,
making it then, and possibly now, the poorest, most repressed country in Europe.
Similar to the Drakelow tunnels, Hoxha built a 5 floor deep bunker near to the capi-
tal Tirana, to house himself, his deputy Prime minister, secret police and government
officials, in over 100 rooms.
This structure was blast proof and radiation proof, in case of a nuclear attack. Else-
where in the country, 1000s of miles of underground tunnels were excavated, in or-
der to house the military and industrial assets. Albania is said to have become the
most tunneled country in the world.
It has been estimated that during Hoxha's dictatorship, up to 10,000 people disap-
peared and a further 5,500 were executed for their political beliefs, including his
deputy Prime Minister, following criticism of Hoxha's regime.
Following Hoxha's death in 1985, and at the end of the cold war and fall of com-
munism in the country, these bunkers were abandoned. Many were broken up for
salvage, but 1000s still exist today, being re-purposed for a vast array of enterprises,
such as cafés, restaurants, homes, nail bars and tattoo parlours.
The largest, in the capital Tirana, were opened in 2016 as Bunkart 1, and 2, which
became museums and art studios, now, Albania's main tourist attractions.
At the time of our visit to Albania a couple of years ago, it was evident that China still
has a footing in the country, building huge road tunnels under the mountainous
country, as well as other major construction projects, in an attempt to bring Albania
into the 21st century as well as getting a foothold in Europe.
Many of the older generation still hold the belief that communism is the right way
forward. The younger generation have other ideas and are leaving as fast as they can
Bill Smith
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FROM YOUR COUNTY COUNCILLOR

| think that | have said before, being a councillor is never dull and quiet.

| blew into Alveley a bit over 50 years ago, November1975 to be precise, in the pre-
vious few years Alveley had gone through the most incredible change with the clo-
sure of the coal mine. Huge parts of the original village had been bulldozed, well-
loved familiar landmarks had been erased, gardens and orchards had been done
away with.

Despite all of this, the original villagers accepted the change and welcomed the
newcomers into the Bell, the Three Horseshoes and the Working Men’s Club to
name but three and ensured that the village still ticked on as a community.

None of us like change, and the older we get, the more we get set in our ways and
in our views on life. But more change is coming, and it will come to Alveley and we
must accept that. As councillors, we have to find ways of managing that change and
try and ensure that it is as acceptable as possible.

We have to balance the requirements for new houses, new places to work, the in-
frastructure between, the need to provide as much of our own food as we can,
and , as we live in one of the most nature depleted countries in the world, do our
bit to rectify that, and get nature back into our lives. We also know that one of the
biggest factors in the future, that we have absolutely no control over, is climate
change. Although we must acknowledge that we have no control over it, it does not
mean that we can ignore it. We have to listen to the scientists and look at the fu-
ture modelling that they carry out and then plan accordingly.

As well as preparing the Shropshire local plan for the next 10 years, officers and
councillors are joining in together for the preparation of a Corporate Plan. The Cor-
porate plan is for the next 25 years and is where we take all of the government’s
statistics and modelling on future population growth, movements and trends and
try to ensure that we plan, sensibly for the long-term future of our communities.
Some of the forecast makes very interesting reading and gives lots of food for
thought. Population in Shropshire could grow up to 20% in the next 25 years as
more and more people discover it is a wonderful place to live.

The age group of 80 to 85 will increase by over 60%! Because we are living longer,
age related illnesses like dementia and Alzheimer’s will increase by over 140% on
today’s levels. 63% of the population could be over 65. Loneliness will see a 67%
increase and more and more houses will be occupied by only one person.

There is lots more information where that all comes from and councillors and offic-
ers have to make sense of it all and bear it all in mind when making decisions. It’s
not all about potholes and blocked drains!

As | said at the beginning it’s never dull.

Colin Taylor
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ALVELEY TENNIS CLUB

Pickleball is going well at Alveley Tennis Club & Sport England have awarded the Club a
grant towards repainting courts 1 and 2, to include two more sets of Pickleball lines.
That is planned for mid May, also purchasing better pickleball equipment. There's a
Pickleball What's App Group that’s currently got seventeen members. The 2 pickleball
sessions are going well on Friday evenings - pickleball coaching starts at 6.20pm fol-
lowed by social pickleball at 7pm. You can book your pickleball place now for Fridays
April 3, 10, 17 & 24. The sessions are open to ladies & gents. Watch this space for a new
pickleball session coming soon in the daytime.

Membership at Alvely Tennis Club is on the way up! In 2023 the club had 25 members,
in 2024 - 37 members, 2025 - 84 members and in 2026 - so far 95 members this year.
Special Extended Membership. Sign up for Annual Membership now and don’t pay
again until June 2027.

Alveley Tennis Club Facebook Page started in June last year with 31 active members and
now has 109. It keeps you up to date with its 9 weekly organised events and forthcom-
ing attractions.

Tennis mixing sessions (4 times a week): Monday evenings, 7-9pm, gents. Tuesday
afternoons, 1-3pm ladies & gents. Thursday evenings 7-9pm ladies & gents. Saturday
mornings 10-12 noon. Rusty Racquets (tennis) Wednesdays at 12 noon.

2 Junior tennis sessions (Fridays) 5 to 10 year olds 4.50 to 5.35pm, 11 to 14 year olds
5.35t0 6.20 pm.

Useful telephone numbers: Jack Fletcher (tennis coach) Tel 07496 177385, Ben Spicer
(Chairman) Tel 07443 578810, Roger Whitfield (membership enquires) Tel 07816
322469 or book online via our website. For any other information about Alveley Tennis
Club ring Roger Whitworth on 079460 94488 . Brian Davies

SUSTAINABILITY

"The climate and nature crisis is more serious and immediate than many realise. It en-
dangers health, food, infrastructure, security and economic stability across Britain. From
April, a powerful 45-minute documentary—capturing the experts’ National Emergency
Briefing (NEB) to 1,200 leaders in Westminster last November—will be screened. For
MPs, councils, and residents shared viewing, it presents the stark reality of climate and
nature breakdown and the transformative benefits of bold government action. Support-
ed by Alveley & Romsley Parish Council, the Local Nature Recovery Strategy Working
Group, and our County Councillor, the screening in Alveley, followed by a constructive
discussion, will aim to spark informed dialogue. A screening is also planned for
Bridgnorth. NEB calls for a Government prime-time, multi-channel televised briefing, a
major public engagement campaign cutting through disinformation and a science-led
emergency response, whilst we in addition create positive local solutions.

Your presence can turn concern into action. Together, we can confront the challenge
and face the crisis to build a safer, greener future for all. More information at https://
www.nebriefing.org/ and watch out for announcements!
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The Climate Change Committee’s latest analysis confirms that the UK’s 2050 Net Zero
target will generate around £110 billion annual benefits - including lower fossil fuel bill
savings, improved public health, and avoided climate damages. Recent Confederation of
British Industry analysis reveals that the green economy expanded by 10.2% in 2025,
significantly outdoing the wider UK economy’s growth of just 1.3%. The West Midlands,
plus Yorkshire & the Humber, and South West England are leading hotspots, collectively
contributing £4.7 billion. Critically, transitioning to Net Zero will insulate the UK econo-
my from global energy market instability. The cost of this is less than a single fossil-fuel
price shock, making it an economically responsible national priority.

Sustainable Bridgnorth’s last meeting featured two inspiring speakers: Stretton Climate
Care sharing insights on their Church Stretton home energy surveys and calculating car-
bon footprints, while Marches Energy Advice discussed retrofit and insulation solutions.
Plans are progressing for the upcoming Green Festival, Saturday 30th May, Bridgnorth
Castle Grounds. The event will feature local businesses and community groups promot-
ing sustainable living through informative displays, and eco-friendly retail stalls. Food
will be available. Local choirs and musicians will be providing live music throughout the
day. Organisers are seeking a sponsor - offering branding on marketing materials and the
opportunity to host a stall. If you'd like to sponsor, exhibit, or volunteer, contact
bridgnorthgreenfestival@outlook.com. Kath Norgrove

MESSY CHURCH
The theme for Messy Church in March was the wedding at Cana. This took place at the
beginning of Jesus’ ministry and was where he performed his first miracle — turning wa-
ter into wine. We didn’t quite manage to achieve this ourselves but Rev. Jon came close
during the singing and praise. The children made some beautiful crafts involving lots of
glue, sticking and colouring as well as jewelled goblets, certainly fit for a wedding.
Our feast consisted of pizzas and pancakes, with fresh fruit on the side. It was a happy
and joyful afternoon.
The next Messy Church will be on Good Friday, 3™ April at 10:30am, in the Old Chapel
Community Centre. There will be Easter crafts followed by Hot Cross buns and probably
a few Easter Eggs hidden away! All the children of Alveley and Quatt are welcome to join
us with their parents or carers; there is no charge but donations are gratefully received.
Alison Pearson




NEWS FROM ALVELEY SCHOOL
We have had a very busy and exciting few weeks in school, with lots of won-
derful learning taking place both in and out of the classroom.
Our Nursery children have been learning all about farming. As part of this
topic, we were delighted to welcome a farmer to school, who brought along
his tractor. The children were fascinated to see it up close and had the oppor-
tunity to ask lots of questions about life on the farm. One of the highlights of
the visit was climbing up to sit in the tractor cab, which caused great excite-
ment!
In Reception, the children have been exploring Spring and the many celebra-
tions that take place at this time of year. They enjoyed Spring walks around
the school grounds and our Forest School area, looking for signs of the chang-
ing season. The children also learned about Chinese New Year and took part
in a variety of themed activities to understand how the festival is celebrated
around the world.
We also had great fun celebrating World Book Day. The children came to
school dressed in their pyjamas and brought along a favourite book to share
with their friends. Throughout the day, they took part in a range of book-
themed activities, and it was lovely to see the older children reading stories
to the younger ones. We have also been pleased to welcome parents and
family members into school for shared reading sessions in the library, which
the children always enjoy.
At Forest School, the children have been developing their practical skills by
using a range of tools. Recently, they used a hand drill to carefully make holes
in wooden pendants they had created. They have also started planting and
are looking forward to watching their plants grow over the coming weeks.
This month, we were delighted to welcome parents and carers into school for
a range of exciting workshops. It was lovely to see families learning together
and taking part in hands-on activities. Parents joined their children in sessions
including making torches, learning about college pathways, and even creating
their own stuffed toys. These workshops gave families a chance to experience
learning in school and spend quality time together.
Looking ahead, we will soon be holding our Easter competitions. Families and
community members are warmly invited to view the entries at our coffee
morning, which will take place at the Pavilion on Friday 27th March. Please
see the flyer on page 18 for more information about this event. Alveley Pri-
mary School looks forward to seeing many of you there!

Mrs. K. Lowe, Assistant Headteacher
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St Mary"s Church, Alveley
Good Friday April 3™ at 10.30 a.m.
in Old Chapel Community Centre
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Alveley Primary School invites you

to an.....
EASTER COFFEE MORNING

Pupils at Alveley
Primary School
would Uke to
P invite you for a

“Gaem | coffee morning
wheret Te Pttt showcase
il P their Easter
M“"*# ~ | competition
entries.

AlL mmmm&m—m new playground

] Greek Evening

H Hampsonaos sland
Saturday 13* June 2026
_— Spm —Spm

You are invited to join us on the
Ancient Greek Island of Hampsonos for a
Celebration of all things Greek

Three course Greek meal provided
Bring your own Drinks and Glasses
Greak dress optional
Entertainment, Games and Dancing!

For tickets or more details contact:
David & Jackie Harmpson — 07773 0836B61/0770% 465211
_f.m;lll david. hampson2 025 gmall.com
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ALVELEY CRICKET CLUB

Family Fridays Are Back at Alveley Cricket Club: We are delighted to announce the return
of Family Fridays, starting on Friday 1st May and running for 14 weeks throughout the sum-
mer at the Four Oaks Ground. The sessions begin Friday 1% May at 6.30pm and are open
to children aged 5 and over. Young players can take part in the ECB All Stars Crick-
et and Dynamos Cricket programmes, which are designed to introduce children to the game
in a fun and engaging way. For older children aged 12 and above, the Alveley Cricket Acade-
my provides the next step in developing cricket skills and confidence.

Family Fridays are about much more than cricket. The club provides a safe, traffic-free space
where children can run around and play, while parents and friends relax and enjoy the wel-
coming atmosphere. The club bar will be open from 6pm, and a street food van will be on
site each week serving a variety of food. The pavilion will also be open for the whole commu-
nity to use and enjoy, making it a great place to meet friends and spend a summer even-
ing. Whether your children want to try cricket for the first time, develop their skills, or you
simply want a pleasant place to spend a Friday evening, everyone is welcome at Alveley
Cricket Club’s Family Fridays.

Women’s Softball: Looking for a fun way to keep active, meet new people, and enjoy a re-
laxed evening out? Women’s Softball Cricket at Alveley Cricket Club could be just the
thing. Taking place from 7t May and every Thursday evening at Four Oaks, these friendly
sessions are designed for women of all abilities. Whether you’ve never picked up a bat be-
fore or simply want to get back into sport, everyone is welcome. The emphasis is very much
on fun, fitness, and friendship. All equipment is provided, so there is no need for any previ-
ous experience or special kit — just come along and give it a go. It’s also perfect for mums,
as children are welcome to come along, play outside in the safe open space, or relax in the
pavilion while the session takes place. After the cricket, there’s time to unwind with a glass
of Prosecco or a soft drink, making it a great opportunity to socialise and enjoy the welcom-
ing club atmosphere.

Senior Cricket at Alveley Cricket Club: Offering a welcoming and competitive environment
for anyone looking to play senior cricket. Whether you’re an experienced player, returning to
the game after a break, or simply looking for a great way to stay active and social, there is a
team for you. The club currently runs two Saturday league teams, providing competitive
cricket throughout the season. For those who prefer a more relaxed game, the club also has
a Sunday social side, offering enjoyable cricket in a friendly atmosphere.

In addition, we field a Wednesday evening T20 team, perfect for players who want a shorter,
fast-paced format of the game after work. We are always keen to welcome new players of all
abilities. You might be:

¢ Looking to play cricket for the first time e Returning to the game after a few years away

¢ Wanting to improve your fitness while enjoying team sport

We pride ourselves on being friendly, inclusive and community focused. With excellent facili-
ties at Four Oaks, a welcoming pavilion, and a great social atmosphere. Outdoor training
starts on 8™ April 6.30pm and continuing every Tuesday evening throughout the summer.
Coddy 6 a side cricket competition takes place on Sunday 19" July — We are now accepting
teams for this years event, this event is for non cricketers who want a fun day out.

Want to get in contact? Email: info@alveleycc.co.uk, call 01746 541441 or come down to
Four Oaks. Richard Twigg
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DIARY 2026
March 27 Alveley Primary School Coffee morning & display, Pavilion 9.30.-11.30am (p 18)

April 3 Messy Church, Old Chapel Community Centre 10.30am (p15)

7 Alveley & Romsley Parish Council Open Forum, Pavilion 7.30pm (p 8)
8 Alveley Cricket Club outdoor nets starts 6.30pm

10 Chapel Crafters, Old Chapel Community Centre, 1030am-12.30pm
13 Alveley Art Group, Alveley Village Hall 10am-1pm

14 Alveley CC registration & open evening, Alveley CC

18 Men'’s breakfast, Old Chapel Community Centre, 8.30am (p 5)

19 Alveley Village Quiz, Village Hall 7.30pm (p 7)

20 Be Café, Old Chapel Community Centre, 2-4pm (p 18)

21 Annual Parish Meeting 7pm & pre-event 6pm, Pavilion (p 8)

24 Chapel Crafters, Old Chapel Community Centre, 1030am-12.30pm
27 Alveley Art Group, Alveley Village Hall 10am-1pm

27 Alveley Ladies’ Guild, Village Hall, wildlife photography 2.30pm (p 7)
May 1 Alveley CC junior coaching begins, Alveley CC 6.30pm

7 Women'’s Softball Cricket starts, Alveley CC 6.30pm

8 Chapel Crafters, Old Chapel Community Centre, 1030am-12.30pm
11 Alveley Art Group, Alveley Village Hall 10am-1pm

15 Race Night, Alveley CC (Free entry) 7.30pm

24 Chapel Crafters, Old Chapel Community Centre, 1030am-12.30pm
30 Bridgnorth Green Festival, Castle Gardens, Bridgnorth

June 6 Steaming Down The Valley, Severn Valley Country Park 11am (p 9)
13 Greek Evening, Hampsonos Island, 5pm-9pm (p 18)

July 31 The Pickwick Papers, Rain or Shine Theatre Co, S.V.C.P. 7pm (p 9)

ALVELEY CRICKET CLUB FIXTURES

1% Team 2" Team
04/04 Worcester CC (A) 18/04 Kidderminster CC (H)
18/04 Barnt Green CC (A) 25/04 Romsley & Hunnington CC (A)
25/04 Bewdley CC (H) 02/05 Netherton CC (A)
02/05 Himley CC (H) 09/05 Halesowen CC (H)
09/05 Harborne CC (A) 16/05 Chaddesley Corbett CC (A)
16/05 Belbroughton CC (H) 23/05 Himley CC (H)
23/05 Pedmore CC (A) 30/05 Bromsgrove CC (A)
T20 Midweek

22/04 Horn & Trumpet (H)

29/04 Old Halesonians (H)

06/05 Oldswinford CC (A)

13/05 Bewdley (H)

20/05 Black Country Gladiators (H) Cup
27/05 Claverley CC (A)
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Taylor

Haines

FINANCIAL PLANNING
Clear, practical financial advice to help plan with confidence, covering

Free Initial
Consultation

¢ Pensions and retirement planning
* Investment and long-termsavings
e Life and critical illness cover
e Income protection
e Mortgages and equity release

e Health insurance

L. 01746 765215 admin@taylorhaines.co.uk

Hebden House Holiday Let
Self-Catering Accommodation in the Heart of Alveley Village

“Such a perfect holiday home; beautiful,

&
1

f==3
.

relaxing, peaceful and ideally
! situated for us to visit family”

£5.0°

We welcome up to 4 guests &1 well behaved furry friend!

For prices, availability and bookings contact Ruth

Tel: 07376 420060 or Email:

ruthannebroome@gmail.com

ol Kitchen
Flourish Alveley

Vintage aftemoocn tea and classic
buffet delivered to your door or
chosen venue - the perfect offering
for a special gathering. Birthdays,
anniversaries, baby showers,
funeral wakes catered for with
beautifully presented, delicious
homemade treals.
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Contact us: =
s
07402 127547

flourishkitchen@proton.me
) @flourishkitchencatering

GARDEN REFRESH BY SHELLY
PLEASE CALL 07976 568428

FENCE PAINTING, TRELLIS, OUTDOOR BARS,
GARDEN FURNITURE
FULLY INSURED
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTE

Services include
Cleaning, Gardening, Painting,
Pet & Home services and Ironing.

-

EXTRA HANDOS
AT | E

‘Whather you're busy with work,
caring for loved ones or need a bit of support,
Based in Alvelay, | provide friencdly,
rizlzabla and flexible help arsund the lecal anas.
DBS checked and insured

. 07598 031505 [

] Erpurmsgimtrahandustiome B oo matrahandeainoms.
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Full Range of Quality Garden
Products Delivered to your door.

Ambassador Peat Free 40ltr 3 bags Only £21
Levington Organic Manure 50Itr 2 bags_£14
Levington P/Free Growbag 2 bags Only £16
Erin Peat Reduced Compost 70ltr 2 for £18

SylvaGrow Peat Free 50Itr 2 bags - £20
Decorative Bark 75Itr. 4 bags only - £37
*Stockists of SHL Professional Composts*

| Large Selection of Bird Food & Feeders |

You Click We Deliver

Call: Paul on 01562 741820
Mob: 07704 346506
Delivery Just £3.50
Fast & Friendly Service

HEALING HANDS - EQUINE MASSAGE THERAPY

Fully qualified and insured Equine Massage
Therapist covering Kidderminster and surrounding areas.

Please contact Hannah Howard on 07469 849369
or find us on Facebook.
https:/healinghandsesmt.wixsite.com/massage

Available all year round

ALVELEY TENNIS CLUB

3 all-weather floodlit courts

LTA accredited coaching for all ages
via Richard Wheeler 07941 722980

Children especially welcome

For membership contact
Roger Whitworth 07946 094488

i i
‘ p Lynn Vowles
\ , Tel: 07495930822
E-mail: lynn@Imvwills.co.uk
www.Imvwills.co.uk

Wills and Lasting Powers of Attorney dealt with in a
sympathetic and understanding manner.
Appointments take place in the comfort of your

own home.
='--\- Tt sy oF VW W R

C M R Cookley Motor Repairs
® ® ® MoT Servicing & Repairs
12 LONGACRE e KIDDERMINSTER e DY10 2HA
Gary’s Kidderminster premises

All Makes for MoT, Service & Repair

FREE courtesy car available, or FREE collection
and delivery service if required

Tel: 01562 745 320 Mobile: 07811 130 261
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ALVELEY [ VILLAGE

VETS

DR CHARLIE GREENWOOD BVM BVS MRCVS
DIRECTOR & VETERINARY SURGEON

Email: charlie@alveleyvillagevets.co.uk

Tel: 01746 400595
5a COOKS CROSS, ALVELEY,
BRIDGNORTH WV15 6LS

DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS ALVELEY RECREATION ASSOCIATION

MISTED UP GLASS, PAVILION
LOCKS, HANDLES, HINGES, Ideal For plub Soaa?ls, Parties,
Weddings, Meetings etc
DOORS ADJUSTED Kitchen & Bar Facilities
Telephone Fred Barnfield T (/ffzqttl)ired)k_

erms and bookings -

Alvelley 01746 781912 MARGARET SHAW

Mobile 07971 788489 Tel: 01746 780 459

Pet Sitting - daytime & overnight
W Drop in visits for feeding & welfare checks
Alveley Village & surrounding areas
oy Registered with NarpsUK A

+ Fully Insured
Pet Services  Professional, friendly service

T: 07791157037 E: christine@tommymoonpetservices.co.uk

www.narpsuk.co.uk/profle/ TommyMoonPetServices




Barn Owl Pest Management,
No Critter to small From Mite to Mink Inc:
Mice Rats Moles Squirrels & Wasps.
Licenced for chemical weed application.
Loft inspections & Commercial monitoring
Call Bryan 07443744335/ 01299861611.
bryt@hotmail.co uk
R.S.P.H.2

N.P.T.C.

LANTRA

FLOWERS FOR YOU

Flowers for all occasions
Wedding flowers handmade
arrangements, florist designs
wedding table and venues.

Funeral arrangements flowers.
Telephone Sharon: 07952106363
or Email: Flowersyou00@gmail.com

To advertise in this space please contact:
David Hampson

01746 780034
or
email: david.hampson2025@gmail.com

Old Chapel Community
Centre (OCCC)

WE ARE OPEN
Tuesdays & Wednesdays
11.00am to 3.00pm
Serving hot and cold drinks and
delicious home-made cakes
Light Lunches
Gluten-free cakes
Free Wi-Fi
Photocopying, Printing
Second-hand books and jigsaws
Family and dog friendly
Available to hire for your own
party, clubs or events
occc25@outlook.com
Contact Jackie Hampson
07799 465211

-

" 5 1 = A
- PACK ALERT
V

i - Dog Walking and Pet Services
Alvele-y, Romsley, Tuckhill, Quatt and Bridgnorth

Solo, group walks or
‘pop-in, let-out

Fully insured, DBS checked,
13 Canine first aid

Also cats, rabbits, chickens and small animal visits
while you may be away or at work
To discuss your pet’s needs call or message on

&) 07852533086
sarah@packalert.co.uk

@ www.packalert.co.uk @
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W=ws BOSCH SIEMENS SAMSUNG
Hotpoint bekc MIiele And Many More

‘euronics

We Supply / We Fit / We Service

Appliances -TVs - Aerial & Satellite - CCTV - EV Chargers —Solar pv
www.chapmansretail.co.uk Tel. 01384 566497

Visit Chapmans Electrical showroom with free customer parking at
112 119 Reddall Hill Road,

Cradley Heath B64 5JN

H S Builders

EST. over 30 years
All aspects of building works

Renovations, Conversions, New builds
Extension, Brickwork, Groundw

Tel: 07870 883413

SEVERN VALLEY
FLOWERS
Alveley
Funeral Flowers,
Events, and
Seasonal workshops,
Bouquets and floral gifts
Sarah Pitt
Tel: 07983 500075

sarah @ severnvalleyflowers.com @ severnvalleyflowers.com

Severn Edge’)

VETERINARY GROUP
24hr Veterinary Hospital in Bridgnorth
. - « Digital X-Ray

o Free Nurse Clinics

e Ultrasound o Free Parking
 Operating facilities e Open on Saturdays
e Dental Care

Wﬁ:ﬁ"' 01746 763 998 f
www.cvsvets.com

THE VILLAGE GARDENER

Hedge Trimming Mowing Strimming,
Weed Killing, Garden Tidy Ups,
Garden Maintenance, Pressure Washing.

NO JOB TOO SMALL
HONEST AND RELIABLE SERVICE.
Fully Insured. Please Call Ash Roberts

07701 320550

Nightingates g

RESIDENTIAL HOME
WOLVERLEY
Magnificent 18" Century Grade Il listed
home situated in over 6 acres of
beautifully maintained gardens and
woodland.
Family owned for over 14 years. We
pride ourselves on providing the highest
quality residential/long term care.
All rooms are en-suite ensuring a level of
independency and privacy. Residents are
encouraged to retain their individuality
and to personalise their rooms with their
own belongings.
Home style cooking, catering for a variety
of special dietary requirements.
P

Philosophy of Care: Privacy, Dignity,
Independence, Choice, Fulfilment,
Security, Respect and Equality
For more information please call
01562 850201

or email office@nightingalesrh.co.uk
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EDWIN H ARRI S Indepenclent family run ljusiness

covering aH areas O£ the

\’ & SONS LTD Wyre Forest and |West Micuands
f—

Funeral Directors - Est 1897 1 Crane Street, Kidderminster DY11 6XT
Tel 01562 822625

24‘ hour personal service

Email: contactus@eclwinharris.co.ulz web: edwinharris.co.uk

P. HAYCOX & SON
Jruneral Birectors

Stourbridge Road, Wootton, Near Bridgnorth

BURIALS & CREMATIONS
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST

Tel: Quatt (01746) 780 438
24 Hour Service
Undertakers in Alveley & District for over 60 years.

Bridgnorth South
and Bowenl‘).ggandmind
Alveley County Councillor Catherine Instone
GotinTayor R

phone 07581 066956 bowenbodyandmind@gmail.com
Email: colin.taylor@shropshire.gov.uk FACEBOOK: bowenbodyandmind

Installed

DOMESTIC
| — COMMERCIAL
I Locks, Misted Units, Soffits, Fascias, Gutters
} & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE WORK
07361313382 DEAN CHAMBERS
e - 07985 301956 01562 827712
Insured. FENSA Qualified, Traders Register

TMG Building & Roafing

A“\ — WINDOWS & DOORS .

Tyler Goodall




FREE Consuitation

Accounts and Audit To advertise in this space please contact:
Book Keeping and Payrall David Hampson
Tax Returns and Advice

Tel: 01384 265930 01746 780034

Erpail: enguirfes@ mjgreenaccountancy.co.uk or

Web: www.mijgreenaccountancy.ca.uk

email: david.hampson2025@gmail.com
Unit 10

Silver End Business Park

Brettell Lane :
Brierley Hilt

Woest Midiands

BY5h 3L

Ca Stle FREE,
B I [ n d S uummo_:rf

& Home Visit
AWNINGS

* Vertical Blinds *+ Venetian Blinds -
* Roller Blinds + Roman Blinds -

. Plantation Shutters+ Pleated Blinds ""E"‘:fi;
* Conservatory Blinds + Shade Sails*
+  Child Safety Blinds BBS A\
« Awnings <+ Canopies - ARITIB LD & SUTTER ASSOCIATION

Sow 0800 163 429

Showroom: Portway House, Stream Road, Kingswinford, West Midlands. DYé 9NT
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WHO'’S WHO - A GUIDE TO ORGANISATION CONTACTS

Alveley Art Group
Alveley Bellringers
Alveley Charities
Alveley Cricket Club
Alveley Day Centre

Jane Hunt
Roy Page
Daryl Cooper
Richard Twigg

Sue Taylor 07973 343491

780280
07704 362285
780378
780437

Angela Lander 07952 172691 Pat Bowyer 07964 377840

Alveley Entertainers
Alveley First Responders
Alveley Historical Society
Alveley Ladies’ Guild
Alveley Mining Heritage

lan Maddock

Martin Hill

Lorraine Heath
Barbara Spragg 780200
Andrea Edwards

Alveley Old Chapel Community Centre
Alveley Parish Council/Street Lights Steve Kerry

Alveley Patient Group
Alveley Pétanque Club
Alveley Rec Assn/Pavilion
Alveley School

Alveley Tennis Club

Alveley Village Band

Alveley Village Hall

Alveley Village Hall bookings
Arden Allotments Association

B’north Community Transport - Alveley Minibus Mon-Fri 9.30-12.30 only)
Angela Lander 07952172691

Chapel Crafters

County Councillor

Friends of Alveley School
Howard Thompson Bequest
Music in St. Mary’s

Quatt Cricket Club

Quatt Malvern Parish Council
Quatt Village Hall bookings
St. Mary’s Choir

St. Mary’s Flowers

Severn Park Ranger

Squirrel Bowling Club

Chris Noble
David Voysey
Margaret Shaw
Mr. P. O’'Malley
Roger Whitworth
Lisa Hadley
Norma Crabtree
Carol Hatfield
Debbie Walker

Colin Taylor

Jackie Hampson
Andrew Crabtree
Jim Williamson
Bill Griffiths

Steph Hinton
Brenda York
Wendy Aldwinckle
Guy Border

Denis Orford

Strollers & Striders Walking Group Andrew Crabtree

Voluntary Car Scheme Community Transport (Mon-Fri 9.30-12.30 only)

Whittall Meadows Trust

Jan Higgins

780936
780794
07970 637727
780707
86206
07799 465211
07711788782
780715
780356
780459
780284
07946 094488
07717 456304
780478
780576
07484 238616
768539

Kath Bishop

Jenny Sirrell 07484806605

07581 066956
780284
780034
780478

07790 033662
766941
781214
780144
562159
781192
780732
780478
768539
780259

PLEASE NOTIFY THE EDITOR (780936) OF ANY CHANGES
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THE BACK PAGE
We have had a few nice sunny days recently, a pleasant change from the
seemingly non-stop rain over recent months. Although we still get the oc-
casional frosty morning, by and large it seems to be getting warmer. As I
write it is not long before the clocks go forward.
I rarely cycle in the winter (or on rainy days) because it's difficult to tell
the difference between a puddle and a pothole and as I don't bounce so
easily as I did when I was younger, I prefer to avoid hazards which might
cause me to fall off.
However, with better weather on the horizon I will be getting the bicy-
cle out again and dusting down the lycra. (Don't get foo excited, ladies, I
am aware that some of you are of a nervous disposition and accordingly
the lycra goes under shorts and a top for the sake of modesty).
Talk of lycra reminds me that I was once referred to asa MAAMIL. or
Middle Aged Man in Lycra. Sadly, those days are long gone and I am more
likely to be referred to as T.0.6.0.B. - That Old Geezer On Bike.
M.AIMIL. is of course an acronym - an abbreviation pronounced as if it
were a word, such as NIM.B.Y. or Not In My Back Yard. The golfers’
version is N.I.T.B.Y. - Not In The Bunker - YET!
Well known acronyms include AW.OL. (Absent Without Leave),
B.0.G.O.F. (Buy One Get One Free) and S.C.U.B.A. (Self Contained Under-
water Breathing Apparatus).
Texting has been responsible for many crimes against the English lan-
guage and has added a number of acronyms, such as IM.H.O. (In my
Humble Opinion) though some can be confusing. I used to think that
L.O.L. stood for Lots of Love but apparently it is Laugh Out Loud - that
could cause some unfortunate misunderstandings.
I thought it might be interesting to play with a few possible acronyms:
For the builder: O.D.T.W.A.T.: Oh Dear That Will Add Thousands
For the churchgoer: V.O.T.S.A.: Vicar's Overrun The Sermon Again
For the older reader: W.H.I.C.H.: Why Have I Come Here?
For the sports fan advising the referee: Y.D.K.W.Y.D.:(pronounced
IKWID) You Don't Know What You're Doing.
I'm sure you can do better than that - I'd love to see your suggestions,
please send them to ianmaddock@btinternet.com.

Ian

Please send items for the May edition by 9 am on Tuesday April 14th to the
editor (email ianmaddock@btinternet.com or phone 01746 780936). For ad-
vertising please contact David Hampson (telephone 01746 780034 or email-
david.hampson2025@gmail.com)
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~ n Fully Insured Grounds Maintenance
LG IVI  Contractor & Tree Surgeon since 1996. LG.IVI

All Aspects of Tree Surgery for Domestic & Commercial Clients.
Tree & Hedge - Pruning, Stump Grinding, Felling, TPO Approved Works.
Grounds Maintenance to Schools, Academies, Retail & Industrial Parks

Sale of Seasoned Logs £ 200-00. Sale of Woodchip £ 60-00

We offer quality & value for money, & our highly trained staff are DBS cleared.

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS
Telephone: 01299 861940

Mobile: 07876 454310
Hh Email: mike@igm-limited.co.uk
N

www.igm-limited.co.uk
i onstructiorling

LONDIS

Alveley Food Stores and
Off Licence

Newsagents and Lottery

2/3 Cooks Cross
Alveley WV15 6LS

Tel: 01746 780773

CONSERVATORIES
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* Ladies, Gents & Children
Windows* ¥ Reliable Service

orth

Martyn Donnelly * Competitive Rates
Managing Director * Established over 20 Years

Unit 10, Livestock & Auction Centre Wenlock Road,
Bridgnorth. WV16 4QR

T01746 762855 T 01746 769944 E sales@bridgnorthwindows.co.uk
wavw bridgnarthwindows couk
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it o ences, Foioe st | 101 KEEP FIT GLASSES
: = | LOOK FIT - FEEL FIT - STAY FIT

Capacity 120 people
Kitchen & Bar Facilities if required ,‘@' with o

and China & Cutlery
JEAN _

Terms and Bookings contact:

Carol Hatfield at the ALVELEY PAVILIO
Tel: 01746 780576 Monday 7.00 to 8.15pm
email: carolhatfield66@sky.com Tel: 07773 402 813
SN % #
The Little Paint & e
Garden Company F‘{Jl_lf (_}ijl_ks TS
A friendly, reliable & flexible service Venue Hire Play cr!cket
Interior & Exterior Painting T{:d:rf:::_l:':'_;i DFFj:;?::::i{“r
and Decorating. F'zealhlre o ‘Womens Softhall
Matthew Crossland Licansed bar #3 Senlor Teams
Mobile: 07854 830051 Modieen TaAines 120Eain
Safe & secure for childeen Al abdlitias welooame

email: mattcrossland@icloud.com

01745 541341 | wwsaalvaloy oo ook

Private tuition

Property Improvements & Maintenance in English, Maths and the
@ Kitchens & Carpentry 4 Fascias th Sci GCSE
& Bathrooms 4 Plumbing 4 Guttering ree sciences
@ Tiling @ Fencing @ Landscaping
# Painting 4 Windows Eleven Plus and Common
@ Decorating 4 Doors

Job Portfolio and References available on request Entrance also catered for.

Public Liability Insurance i
Email: andy.causer@hotmail.com peterfry54@gmall'com

Mobile: 07909 229505 Office: 01746 780162 07778 561678

Severn Valley Storage Ltd.

Private and Commercial Self Storage

Alveley Industrial Estate
Tel: 01746 781 188 / 07543 820 858
Email: severnvalleystorage@gmail.com
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