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NJTA has been established for the enjoyment
and preservation of the Triumph automobile.
NJTA is open to all owners of Triumph autos
and to those interested in the Triumph brand.
The New Jersey Triumph Association is a local
chapter of the Vintage Triumph Register, the
Triumph Sports Owners Association and the
Triumph Register of America.
Membership dues are $25 for the first year’s
registration which includes the official NJTA club
pin. Renewal membership dues are $20
annually thereafter. Dues are to be submitted by
April of each year. This entitles you to
participate in all club activities, meetings and
elections. You will also receive the Club
newsletter, The Coventry Chronicle, in which
you are able to post free classified ads for a run
of three months. You can find the membership
form on the last page of this newsletter.
The Coventry Chronicle is the official publication
of the New Jersey Triumph Association and is
published monthly.
Technical material is provided for reference only
and should be utilized advisedly.
Opinions expressed are those of the
contributors or correspondents and
are not those of the New Jersey Triumph
Association, its members or its officers or
advisors.
Visit us at our web site
www.njtriumphs.org
Please submit articles, letters and information to
the Coventry Chronicle Editor
Ray Homiski
P.O. Box 6
Gillette, NJ 07933
e-mail
TR3RAY@gmail.com

Allen Rosenberg 732-742-4642
Steve Bodenweiser 973-829-1618

President’s Message
By Ray Homiski
Time to beat that dead horse some more. I
am really pushing our new website and
Facebook use and here is why. These
newsletters come to you once a month at best.
Many times that is not frequent enough for me
to tell you about something new or an
opportunity that is time sensitive. By the time
you read this, many members will have
attended the Tech Session at Triumph Rescue
in Bally PA.
I have remembered to send reminders out
but that is relying on my ability and availability
to do so. As the weather gets better I will be
spending more time outside and less at this
blasted computer.
One thing I am committed to do is keep our
new website up to date with the latest in club
news and current events. Right now, if you
were to go to the club calendar, there is a
whole host of items there for club members to
do, both NJTA related and not. The Triumph
Rescue event is there and has been for a
month. There is a lot more there also.

Red arrow points to Current Events at bottom of
home page on NJTA web site.

I also strive to keep a current news item
right on the home page in the lower right hand
side under the title of “Current Events”. This will
be handy in case of an emergency change in
plans like we had a few years ago when we
were rained out of Fallfest. There is no need to
make multiple phone calls and hope to get the
real news, just go to the home page and all
updates will be there on the home page or if
you do not see it there click on the Current
Events link and it will take you to a page with all
the news items past and present. I will keep
that going until it fills up and then drop the
oldest to make room for the newest.
At our last meeting, I did a demo of our
Facebook page and I guess it got some
attention as we have had several folks friend us
since then. This is a good place for news, fun
items, videos, photos and general items of
interest to NJTA members. You can just be a
lurker and read what is there or you can
participate and add items of interest.

Here is a cutout from our NJTA Facebook page. You
can see this if you have a Facebook account or if you
go to the Facebook link at the top of our web site
menu. Either way there is a lot of content you are
missing if you do not participate.
Yes that is Jay Leno with a TR3 !

Meet a Member
By Robert Reitz

The summer of 1992 was when painting the
house for my mother and being paid for the
work, became a season to remember!! We
were driving and went by a Subaru dealership
and in the lot was a Triumph Spitfire. I never
went looking for a Spitfire, but thought the car
was really nice. The car had no rust and only
34,000 miles on it and there was only one
previous owner. The price was $1500 so I
decided to buy it.

Now, I had never seen anything like this
site. All of the parts were high performance and
very special. I decided to get some of his stuff.
I sent my engine to him in CA to be completely
rebuilt. I got the block cleaned and
Magnifluxed, the cylinders bored and honed for
oversized pistons (.040”) a racing cam (spec
298” lift/230 Duration .050”) the valves ported
and well everything else done.

This would be my second car so I only drove
it now and then. I went to my first car show and
it got a 3rd place (that’s because there were
only 4 Spitfires there.) The body and paint were
good but the engine compartment was all rusty.
I drove the car till 1999 and then decided to fix
up the rust in the engine compartment. I rented
out a garage so I could work on the car. I never
did anything like this before so I really did not
know what I was getting into. For the next few
years I would work now and then on scraping
out the rust until one of my friends told me that
it would be easer if I removed the engine, so I
did.
I moved the car to different garages as time
went on. I worked on it when I could. Once I
took the engine out, then I took off the doors,
body and everything else until I was down to
just the frame. I now was about 5 or 6 years
into the work.
I worked nights as a computer operator so I
was looking for Triumph parts one night and
found a web site called: www.motocancelli.net
(then looked in classic cars to shop PRI
Products). PRI Products specialized in Triumph
parts and engines.

You get the idea. I also got a lightened
Flywheel and replaced the mechanical fuel
pump with a breather so you can get extra
horsepower on the down stroke and then put in
an electric fuel pump in the trunk. Now, the
carburetors are very special. There are 4 CR
Keihin 35 mm carburetors. They really work
great in the car. I would recommend you
getting them, only problem is they are about
$1,400. I also added a header that works like
a turbo charger by having the exhaust exit by a
1 2 3 4 pattern which makes the exhaust spin
like a tornado.
Continued...

Meet a Member
By Robert Reitz
continued
The side pipe exhaust is also a very nice
update and gives the car a really nice rumble
when you drive it. The engine went from about
75 hp to 165 hp. I still am getting use to it.

I have only driven it about 1000 miles so
far. I had some bugs to work out, but now I
think all the bugs are just about gone (I hope). I
am very pleased with the engine upgrade and
think it really came out great. I would love to
help anybody interested in rebuilding their car.
I know a lot about Triumph Spitfires now. The
car is just like a brand new car.
Now the body, when you see it ,looks a lot
different then a stock Spitfire. I replaced the
front with a one of a kind fiberglass nose and
belly pan. I also got this from PRI race. He only
made about 5 of them and no longer makes
them, so chances are you will never see
another one on a Spitfire. I then replaced the
back bumper with a fiberglass one to match.
The paint color is from a 2006 corvette, and
it was done by a good friend of mine named
Dave Heuson. We have been friends for years.
I was going to paint the racing stripes white,
but Dave told me that silver would look a whole
lot better. I think he was right ,don’t you?

Now, the whole project took me about 12
years to complete. I know that seems like a
long time but I only worked on it now and then
and also when I had extra money to spend on
all the parts that I had to get. I really liked
working on the car and tried to make it really
special. It is a one of a kind car. I hope you like
the finished product.

I found out about the New Jersey Triumph
Association in 2012 when I went to my first car
show at the Veterans VA hospital where it won
Best in Show two years running. I became a
member in 2013 and I am really glad that I did.
I really like going to all the car shows. All the
members in the club are great people who I
enjoy talking with. I hope to meet more of you
in the future, and maybe help you work on
your cars.
Happy Motoring!
Rob

Club News
Meeting Highlights
By Debbie Lipp
New Jersey Triumph Association Meeting Minutes 2/25/14
Ÿ Ray showed everyone the NJTA Facebook page for those not familiar with Facebook. The page
was started on 2/3/11 and has had a decent following since.
Ÿ Lillian Blair is updating the by-laws for the club. She's looking at the whole thing to clarify how we
are to conduct ourselves as a club. The final revised copy of the by-laws will be voted on by the
executive committee and eventually the membership.
Ÿ We are creating a new position - Sponsorship Director, We need someone to make sure we
balance and maximize door prizes at our shows and to cultivate new sponsors. Member Peter
Nelson has volunteered for the new position.
Ÿ The NJTA is going to sponsor trophies at the Positive Earth Brits on the Beach car show this year.
Our club name would be placed on 3 trophies of one class. Since PE members frequently attend
our shows this is a good way to promote our club and keep the LBC community together.
Ÿ Ray is looking for feedback on the new web site - how to make it better. One recommendation is
to bring the "Featured Car" section back to the site.
Ÿ Ray will be keeping the "Events" page on the web site up to date so our members know what is
going on at all times.
Ÿ The 35th Anniversary of the NJ Triumph Association is this year. Ray wants to put together a
party or a run - maybe visit a car museum. He wants to honor/remember all the past presidents of
the club and maybe have them attend whatever we end up doing. He is looking for past
Presidents names so he can contact them. Please send any names you might know of to Ray.
Ÿ Spring Run - Owen Kanzler is making a North Jersey run on May 17, 2014 (with a rain date of
5/18/14). More information to come at future meetings.
Ÿ The Veterans show is on Saturday, July 12, 2014 this year.
Ÿ Ken and Lillian Blair are going to do a South Jersey run in the fall for members who find it difficult
to enter our events in the North.
Ÿ A member of the club (Eric Boehm) has proposed a visit to the Intrepid museum in NYC. Eric has
ties with the museum and can organize the event, more details to come and we will be limited to
the amount of cars that can participate.
Ÿ A member suggested putting up a column in our newsletters or a forum on our website called
"Sunday Run" and whoever wants to go for a drive, can meet up with other club members if they
want to take a drive.
Ÿ Woodstown, Salem County Fairgrounds - vintage car swap meet and show on March (3/23/14)
Ÿ Britfest will be on 5/3/14 in Succasunna, NJ
Ÿ Triumph Rescue in Bally, PA. will hold its annual tech session on 3/22/14. This years session will
be on car electrics.
- End of meeting.

Editorial & Responses
By Ray Homiski
Remember the punch line to the old joke
“How do you eat an elephant?” Answer: One
bite at a time.
Well that is what it seems like every time I
read a story about classic cars, gas, global
warming. Bit by bit, bite by bite our hobby is
being pushed into a corner. First we get
reports how some states regulate classic cars
because they pollute. Then we get the ethanol
edicts that just seem to get more onerous
each time they are visited. The hobby probably
lost a generation of future classic cars to
something called the Klunker Program.
If you think this is alarmist then just
remember this article when it comes to your
back door. Check out this web page that came
to me from our friends over in Ireland. It is
titled Classics Threatened By Ultra Low
Emissions Zone.
http://www.classicandsportscar.com/news/gen
eral-classic-car-news/capital%E2%80%99sclassics-threatened-by-proposed-ultra-lowemissionszone?utm_medium=EMAIL&utm_campaign=E
News%20Bulletins&utm_source=March%2011
,%202014&utm_content=main_story_top_1
The story goes on to show how London is
basically going to outlaw the classic car. You
think it cannot happen here. Another thing I
noticed is that our politicians seem to have a
lot of time on their hands and are always
looking for another law to pass. Where have
they been looking when it comes to emissions
laws? Europe! I have seen news story after
story where our leaders look to the Europeans
for how they design laws to curtail CO2. With
due respect to our European friends who are
under assault also, we need not stand around
and wait for it to come ashore here. We need
to be aware that these laws creep into our
country buried in some innocuous bill then
next thing you know another restriction is in
place. Awareness is the first step. I believe
any of us who truly cares for the hobby has a
dog in this fight.

The next step is to become active in
influencing our legislatures. Sending emails or
letters to our State and Federal congresses will
let them know we are our here and we vote.
That is how our system works. We voice
our concern and if enough of us does it soon it
catches the eye of some politician who needs
votes and can influence things or at least raise
awareness in the political arena.
We are all guilty of complaining that we see
laws that do not make sense passed all the
time. Well, the truth is that someone influenced
these laws either with money or numbers.
Myself, I will be drafting a letter to my State &
Federal representatives letting them know I am
concerned. That is at least one of us. Should
you share my concern then the best way to
influence change is to do likewise. The cost is
minimal but the reaction would benefit the
hobby as a whole. You should share this
information with all of you hobbyist friends and
not just limit it to Triumph cars. We are all in
that same boat when it comes to these laws.
We all lament that we do not see the
younger generation taking our places in the
hobby. Well, in their life time they have been
taught that the combustion engine is bad, evil
and will kill everyone slowly. What you can do
is to talk to your kids, grandkids and show them
how small we are compared to all the cars on
the road. How, for all our lifetimes, there have
been doomsayers lamenting the end of the
world because of cars, yet here we are.
My intent is not to be an alarmist but to
raise awareness that ignorance is just as
powerful as knowledge. We need to talk, show,
educate people about our hobby or it will surely
die under the pressures of political correctness.
What do you think?
Let me hear from you.
Ray Homiski
President, New Jersey Triumph Association

Club Activities
By
Ray Homiski
There are many members working on the set
up and running of events. Right now we have
preliminary dates for some but not all events.
They are listed on the NJTA web site calendar
but I will list what we have tentatively set so you
can mark your calendars to avoid conflicts as
the event season will soon be upon us.
Ÿ April 6, - Tentative Oscar Davis Museum
(Not scheduled and not looking good for this
date)
Ÿ June 7, - Bonnie Brae Scottish Games
Ÿ June 7, - Touch of England show
Ÿ July 12, - Veterans Show
Ÿ Sept 6th, - Fallfest Flemington

Just recently, 10 members of the NJTA
visited Triumph Rescue in Bally, PA for their
annual Tech Session. This year it was on
electrical systems in British cars. Our host Matt
Bakes put on a great session as usual and his
wife, Beth, made sure everyone from all the
clubs in attendance were made to feel at home.
We were fed, had the opportunity to see his
shop, witnessed the tech presentation and had
time to socialize with our own and other club
members. A really special time for those in
attendance. The following are a few photos from
the event. More will be posted on our web site
in the near future.

What’s New ?

Ron Weinger our Membership Director is advising that he has sent out membership
renewal letters this month. We renew members in March of each year so be on the
lookout for your renewal form and get it back to Ron as soon as possible to retain your
NJTA membership. Deadline is May 1st.

The New Jersey Triumph Association
welcomes new members Stephen & Sharon
Jeffrey of New Rochelle, NY. They are the
proud owners of a 1978 TR6.
New for this newsletter. I was asked if we
could do the newsletter in smaller font and in
columns. This is my first attempt. I hope to get
better but your comments will help drive my
efforts. More or fewer pages, larger or smaller
font, more or less photos. You decide.
Member Brian Ostrowsky found this cool
video of an animation of how a Standard
Triumph TR6 engine is put together and
works. You really need to see this one.

Here is a message sent to me by member
Al Rosenberg. It seems Al (left), former NJTA
President Raul Dominguez (right) plus a friend
of the NJTA Ralph (middle) were lucky enough
to dodge this winter in Florida. Lucky stiffs.
“This photo was taken last week at a
monthly car show in downtown, Hollywood,
Florida. The special guest at the show was
George Barris who built many custom cars for
film and TV including the Batmobile, Munster
car, etc. Raul was pres. of NJTA many years
ago and retired to Florida over 10 years ago.
We get together whenever I am in south
Florida. Ralph happened to be in Florida on
vacation so we all got together to do car stuff.”

http://youtu.be/7uw0vFFmPew
We have received a nice group of photos
from a professional photographer named Brian
Spillane who took several beautiful photos of
last years Touch of England show. Enjoy
them, I believe he will be at this year’s event
also.
http://www.flickr.com/photos/23975889@N07/
sets/72157634080407900/

I found this video that Hagerty had done
with Wayne Carini of Chasing Classic Cars
fame. It goes through the things to look for
when buying an Austin Healey 3000 car. I
think it is appropriate as all the same advice
would apply to buying a Triumph. Just some
good old common sense advice.

Former NJTA President Ross LoMonaco sent
me this interesting video. Remember Alvin
Lee from Woodstock. He is recently deceased
and to me was a hell of a guitar player. Here
is a link to a more sedate one of his songs.
Watch early on for a sighting of a Triumph
TR3A. Video quality is what you would expect
from the late 60s to early 70s.

http://youtu.be/Tzbn9AzX1zM

http://youtu.be/tlM43aKlEBs

What’s New ?
Continued

Former NJTA President Bill Smith found
this useful table of Specialty British Bolts.
Many of these are hard to find so if you come
across some, squirrel them away, you will need
them one day.

This has been an interesting month for
eBay sales of Triumph automobiles. Look at
some of what I spotted recently.

1973 Spitfire 1500.
Well not quite, look
closer and you will
see that it has been
converted to an
electric car. The
photo is the
electrics under the
bonnet. The boot is
also full of standard
car batteries. Sold
for $4,750.

Listed simply as
Triumph Other.
This car
appeared on
eBay with a date
of 1939 and
description as a
4 cylinder. After
that nothing else
but a few more
bad photos. It is
a roadster, has
wire wheels,
suicide doors
and a rumble
seat. I know that
from the photos
not the
description that
was missing.
The bid went up
to $25,000 but
did not sell.

What’s New ?
Contributed by Jean Gagnon
HEARD ON THE STREET
A Cooling of Americans' Love Affair With Cars
By JUSTIN LAHART
Jan. 28, 2014 3:04 p.m. ET
Objects in the American auto industry's
windshield may be smaller than they appear.
The U.S. featured as one of the world's brighter
spots for auto makers last year, with
Commerce Department figures showing 15.5
million light vehicles sold, up about 8% from
the year before. Ford Motor on Tuesday
reported fourth-quarter results that showed a
90%, year-over-year rise in net income to
$3.04 billion, while revenue rose 4% to 37.6
billion.
Analysts expect the auto business will improve
further this year, with U.S. sales topping 16
million for the first time since 2007. Given the
large number of consumers who postponed
buying a new vehicle in the wake of the
recession, this seems doable.
The challenge, though, will be maintaining that
level with a confluence of demographic
headwinds hitting .The population is
significantly older and growing much more
slowly than it did during the auto industry's
heyday. In 1970, the U.S. median age was 28
and the population aged 16 and over— broadly,
those of driving age—had grown at 1.7%
annually over the prior five years. Today, the
median age is 38, with the driving-age
population growing 1% annually. At the same
time, young people's interest in cars seems to
be waning. In 1995, 87% of the population
aged 20 to 24 had a driver's license, according
to the Federal Highway Administration. By
2011 that had fallen to 80%.
A recent analysis by industry watcher IHS and
French think tank Futuribles suggests a likely
culprit: a trend toward more urban living. Cities
offer alternatives to driving for getting around
and owning a car there can be an outright, and
expensive, nuisance.

For car companies, the factors behind the drop in
young drivers are less important than the mere
fact that it is happening. It portends a waning
engagement with cars that could make it harder
to sell more expensive, higher-margin vehicles. If
people aren't getting excited about cars when
they are young and impressionable, will they
ever?
There has been a marked decline in the time
Americans spend behind the wheel. The further
the recession slips into the past, the more this
change looks driven by demographics rather
than just economic distress.
In 2012, according to an analysis of census data
by the University of Michigan's Transportation
Research Institute, 9.2% of U.S. households
didn't have a car, compared with 8.7% in 2007.
In the 12-month period ended in November,
vehicles logged 2.97 trillion miles on American
roads, according to the Federal Highway
Administration. That comes to 12,045 miles per
person aged 16 and over—nearly a 20-year low.
Domestic auto makers appear to recognize that
the sales environment has changed. They have
been reluctant to build new manufacturing
facilities, worried that they could run back into
the problems of excess capacity that contributed
to Detroit's recession debacle. In reporting its
results, Ford said that in the current quarter it
would produce 14,000 fewer vehicles in North
America than in the same period a year ago.
Domestic auto makers aren't the only ones
fishing in America's lake. With Europe's car
market still moribund, the appeal of expanding
operations in the U.S. has grown for foreign auto
makers. Even though its U.S. sales have
slumped, Volkswagen said earlier this month that
it plans to build a new North American plant, in
addition to one already under construction in
Mexico. Honda Motor and Mazda are also
building new plants, while Daimler is considering
one of its own.
Continued...
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Continued from previous page. Story
contributed by Jean Gagnon but its origin is...
HEARD ON THE STREET
A Cooling of Americans' Love Affair With Cars
By JUSTIN LAHART
Jan. 28, 2014 3:04 p.m. ET

Member Jean Gagnon received a gift
painting of a racing TR3A. This watercolor is
by a noted artist in Europe, Uli Ehret. Here is a
link to his pages and a look at what Jean
received. I saw it in person and it is very nice
looking.
http://www.ulis-racing-legends.de/

Changing demographics may make it difficult
for auto sales to absorb these capacity
increases. Indeed, a recent decline in
transaction prices and increase in customer
incentives suggests competitive pressure is
being felt already. Having largely enjoyed the
road to recovery, investors in the U.S. car
industry may not find the next leg of the journey
so rewarding.
End

Your car’s story on the web? Well, that is
what Hagerty insurance is offering. They created
a new website where you can download a photo
of your car then tell its story. Check it out, it looks
pretty cool and would it not be great if we could
get every NJTA member to list their car. Imagine
the recognition the club would get.
http://www.hagerty.com/yourstories?utm_source
=ExactTarget&utm_medium=email&utm_term=&
utm_content=&utm_campaign=Storytelling%20L
aunch

So, what is new in the automotive world?
Don’t ask me, check it out for yourself. Here is
another new link that pretty much covers all
things automotive. It is a great site to whittle
away the hours on a rainy day or just when you
need that auto fix.
http://www.motorauthority.com/

Historic Bits
Mystery Solved!

Triumph Herald Launch, April 1959

Last month we showed you some photos
of an NJTA member who raced his cars at
Weissglass Raceway between 1968 & 1972.
Well, the unidentified racer has been outed.
It is none other than our Vice President, Cliff
Besett. I understand he has another old
period correct race car he is working on to
get back into this type of racing again. Go
Cliff!

I found another video that shows the
launch of the Triumph Herald in 1959. The
interesting thing here is the launch itself. It
looks like they pulled out all stops. It shows a
dance troupe like the Rockettes, singers,
dancers, big bands and a huge venue with
special lighting and backgrounds all to launch
the Herald. One would think they had high
hopes for this car. The funny thing is that the
video goes on for some time and very little of it
is the actual viewing of the car. It makes you
wonder if an expense like this would have
contributed to the Triumph demise soon
thereafter.
http://youtu.be/ojvdRsp6jTs
Let’s stick with the Triumph Herald for
another video. This one is pretty good. It really
goes through the car from its testing to its
design in great detail. I wanted to buy one
after seeing this video.
http://youtu.be/VO9qk5eFOlU
What is a Bird Puller?

Spitfires At LeMans
I found this video of Triumph Spitfires at
LeMans in 1964. It raised a couple of questions
in my mind. First, these were called prototypes.
If so, they look more like GT6s than Spits. I
understand you cannot run a rag top at
LeMans so was this a Spit with a bolt-on top or
a GT6 proto? Next, they called the engines a 2
liter. That sounds like a 4 cylinder to me and
not a 6 that would be found in a GT6. Either
way, it is an interesting and historic video.
Enjoy and comment if you like.
http://youtu.be/mo4_yar0joQ

Watch these three videos to find out. They
are really fun to watch and most interesting to
women. How about the statement “A Car For
Men” again attributed to the Triumph Herald.
These videos go through several English cars
in the 50s & 60s marketed towards men and
then a quick shift in marketing towards
women. Did you know that the Herald once
was sold with lipstick included? It is all here in
these three short but fantastic videos. They
are really worth the time to watch and you will
feel good at the end. Oh, the question on top
of this article will be answered but just use
your imagination and English talk and you will
figure it out.
Part I

Part II

Part III

The next few pages address the question,
do I convert to silicon or stay with standard
DOT brake fluid? You may also note that
Lucas did not only make electrical systems.

Historic Bits

Historic Bits

Historic Bits

Historic Bits

Historic Bits

Technical Q & A

Once again the technical question about
ethanol in our fuel has come up at our last
meeting. Like usual, there are several opinions
and options discussed none of which are
simple or cost effective. I am not sure if this
will add to that list but member Ron Weinger
found this in of all places a dirt bike magazine.
Coincidentally member Joel Barbarito came
across this same site and his dad just ordered
some for his classic 1967 Corvette. It is a site
called VP Racing Fuel. They have a host of
differing fuel types that, if nothing else, is
worth looking into. Here is a link to their VP
Vintage Fuels. It is not oxygenated, contains
no ethanol and it is not street legal according
to the listing. It is still available in leaded or
unleaded but the price is out of this world and
the distributor is in Newark, DE. At least the
site is worth a visit. You may also want to
check out the master fuel table on their site. It
has a MSDS on the vintage fuel with some
interesting information.
http://www.vpracingfuels.com/vintage

I found this video of how a 4 speed
transmission works. This is a mechanical
representation and not an animation. It is
interesting to see the relationship between
shifting and how it impacts your drive. It is thef
irst video that I have seen that does a good job
of showing and explaining how it all comes
together.
http://youtu.be/IKywZ730JFs

My routine over the winter has been to start
my cars at least once a week and if there was
no snow or salt, to get them on the road no
matter the temperature. Well, this year has
been a bit of a challenge. Not only could I not
start my cars for several weeks because of
snow but the cold has been extreme.
Last week I got a chance and went to start
my TR3A. I pulled the choke out, turned the
key and hit the start button and nothing
happened. The battery looked fine as the red
warning light went on and the ammeter said I
had plenty of voltage so now I had to wander
under the hood.
After a quick analysis (screwdriver shorting
out the terminals on the starter solenoid) and
soon I knew the solenoid was bad. I tried to
force it directly from the battery and nothing. Ok,
I knew I had to buy a new one. Then I noticed
something else.

Technical Q & A
The carburetor near the firewall was dripping
gas. Hmmm, how could this be, the car never
even started. Now I had to trace the flow to see
where it came from. My initial suspicion was
the float. Nope, float OK. It was dripping right
under the jet so I wiped the area clean and
stuck a piece of cardboard next to the jet to
see if it was coming from there, nope. I then
put the cardboard right under the adjusting nut
for the jet, bingo! The fuel was leaking right
around the jet under the adjusting nut. Ok, get
out the manual and see what is going on. The
best I could do there was to see what
components made up the jet assembly. Since
that only told part of the story I figured it was
time to contact an expert.
Well, I never had the chance or need to
contact Joe Curto before so this was as good a
time as ever. I rang him up and explained the
situation. Without a hesitation he saids, your
jet cork seals are shot. I asked if he had the
cure and sure enough he had a $15 jet kit and
I was on my way.
Continued...

Technical Q & A
Continued
Well, my mom did not raise no fools, if one
carb is shot the other is close behind so I
ordered two sets. They arrived in a couple of
days, enough time to research the process of
fixing the issue.
When I received the package, inside weree
two sets as I had ordered with a host of
gaskets, seals, pins, washers and such. This
looked like more than I bargained for but I set
off.
Now Mother Nature was not very
cooperative. The cold set in again with a
vengeance and an unheated detached garage
is not a place for man nor beast. Still I tried and
to no avail, my hands were too cold to function,
the wind was blowing everything around and
my nose was running like leaky faucet.
Wrapped it up for another day. Another day
comes and the cold still has not abated. Finally
I get a day just above freezing and make my
move.
I have all my instructions in place, my kit,
the tools and the will have all coincided. A few
cotter pins removed and I pull the jet right out.
Now I remove the jet assembly and out comes
a host of washers, seals, springs and more. I
notice that there are two cork seals that sit
between a spring that seals the jet into the
assembly. My seals are shot, they fall to pieces
and now I know why the gas leak happened. A
pull on the choke in the cold must have been
the last straw for these perished seals.
Thankfully I have my new set which are quite a
bit more substantial then the ones I just
removed.
Some care is needed to reassemble using
all the new parts. Once that is done you have
to take the assembly and screw it up back into
the carb from the bottom. No small task with
oily, cold, arthritic hands but by now my hands
are as numb as my head so I persevere. I
discover that placing the jet into the assembly
helps immensely to align the parts and place
them back into their position.
Continued...

Technical Q & A
Continued

A few painful turns of my hand and the
threads bite enough to get a start. Now the
instructions say to first test the needle to make
sure that the jet assembly is centered. Most of
you know the drill, drop the needle piston and
listen for a metallic clink. I drop the piston and it
does not clink. Ok, where is that instruction
manual again? Hmmm, I see, move the jet
assembly around till it does drop in and clink.
Now I know why they did not want me to tighten
the thing down. I move it around and that
fantastic clink happens. I try it again to make
sure it was not me just willing the sound. Clink
again and I am now smiling, well as much as
you can in 33 degrees. I tighten the jet assembly
nut down and try again, clink! Bigger smile. In
between all of this I clean the carbs, pistons and
reusable parts. I check the float since I have it
out anyway and it is fine so I clean the float
bowl. Reassemble all the fuel lines that I neatly
crimped off to prevent fuel spillage in the
beginning.
On to the second carb and I am a quick
learner as the second one took a quarter of the
time that the first one did. Another bit of genius
on my part. Had I wrapped up for the day after
the first carb was done, I would have had to relearn it all over again since my goldfish memory
only allows for a short term retainer. Now I need
to address the solenoid.
By comparison, this is a piece of cake.
Disconnect the battery (first always) then the
battery cables. Remove the quick disconnects
and take the old solenoid off the firewall. Note: In
a TR3A this is a two person job as the screw
heads are on the firewall side and the nuts are
inside the passenger cabin. Replace with new
solenoid by reversing disassembly order and I
am done, now will it start.
Car starts after some cranking to fill the carb
floats. Runs poorly but I expected that. Now on
to the tuning but that is another day. Just happy
it started and is no longer leaking.

Classifieds
Remember, as a member of the NJTA you are entitled to a free posting on classifieds
for 3 months running. Dig out your garage and send photos, description and contact
information to me at TR3RAY@gmail.com and I will get it listed in the next issue.
1st Posting...
Member Dennis Tiernan has a few bits for
sale, they are listed below along with pricing.
You can reach Dennis at 908-229 5445 if
interested in any of the following.
Early TR3 Bonnet (hood) without hinge
plinths $250

Dennis is also selling a wide mouth TR3A
apron for $250. Call 908-229-5445

Regalia
I am starting a new page in the newsletter called Regalia where we will feature the
items we have for sale to club membership. These items all have the club logo
emblazoned upon them. Right now I can only write up the items we have for sale along
with the price. In the near future you will see photos of the items represented here as
well. We will be doing more in the area of regalia so keep a sharp eye out for updated
information. The Regalia Director Art Wildman (awildman1@verizon.net ) can be
contacted should you want to purchase any of these items.
Item
T -Shirts
Blue

Green

Gray

Polo Shirts
Gray
Red
Black
Blue
Denim Shirt
Blue
Seat Belt Pad
Red
Blue
Patches
Cars Logo
No Cars Logo
Badges
Cars Logo
License Plate
Frame
Owners Log Book

Size

Price

Medium
Large
2X Large
3X Large
Medium
Large
2X Large
Medium
Large
3X Large

$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00

Medium
Medium
Medium
Medium

$ 28.00
$ 28.00
$ 28.00
$ 28.00

Medium
X Large
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

$ 28.00
$ 28.00
$ 5.00
$ 5.00
$ 1.00
$ 1.00
$ 8.00

–

$ 1.00

–

$ 10.00

Events
Check out the Events section of our web site and this newsletter to be up to date on the latest
gatherings, both club and non-club sponsored. We really like to see new members and cars at our
shows no matter the condition or age of the car. Please try and attend one of the club meetings at the
Chimney Rock Inn in Gillette NJ. It happens each month (Except December) on the 4th Tuesday of
that month and starts at 7:30 PM. It is a great venue, you have dinner, talk cars, watch presentations
and share information about Triumph cars. You don’t need an invitation. Drop in, bring a friend and
enjoy your club and all it has to offer.
We have an early jump this year on the
dates for our Touch of England show at the
Hermitage in Ho-Ho-Kus, NJ. Member and
TOE coordinator Emery Duell reports that the
dates approved by The Hermitage are
Saturday June 7, 2014 and a rain date of
Sunday June 8, 2014.
Mark those calendars now so you won’t get
conflicted with any other event as this always
proves to be one of the highlights of the NJTA
season. With the help of new member Eric
Boehm, we have the flyer ready for publication.
See it on the next page and get your
registrations in early to secure you spot for
Touch of England 2014.
V.P. Cliff Besett has worked out our date for
the NJTA Veterans Show at the VA Hospital in
Lyons, NJ. More details will be forthcoming but
mark your calendars for July 12th. The show is
free to all entrants but the NJTA will donate
food, fun and goodies to our Veterans thanking
them for their service. This will be our third year
and each seems to be more successful than
the last. Please plan on joining us this year as it
is always a special event and for such a good
cause. It is already on the NJTA calendar on
our web site.

Britfest 2014
Horseshoe Lake Park
Roxbury Twp. Recreation and Municipal
Complex
72 Eyland Avenue, Succasunna, NJ 07876
Flyer
Annual Jag Summer Picnic
Schooley’s Mountain Park
Long Valley, NJ
Rally & Car Show July 13, 2014
Contact: Julia & Ray Sharp
511 Grove St.
Upper Montclair, NJ 07043
973-744-2839
The 2014 Vintage Triumph Register National
Convention is hosted by the Triumph Club of the
Carolinas in the Yadkin Valley region of North
Carolina. Having last hosted the convention in
1994, we are pleased to welcome you all for a
return trip, or your first visit.
The festivities will take place from Tuesday
September 9 - Sunday September 14, 2014 on
the grounds of Shelton Vineyards and numerous
other local venues.
Flyer

Mark your calendars now for the NJTA
sponsored Fallfest in Liberty Village,
Flemington, NJ. Saturday September 6th.
More details to come so keep watching this
newsletter for updated information. This was a
very successful show last year and we look for
it to be even better this year.

British Car Club Swap Meet March 29th.
Details are in our NJTA calendar on web site.
Takes place in Allentown, PA at K&T Vintage
Sports Cars, LLC, 1511 E Woodlawn St.,
Allentown, Pa. Starts at 9:30 all Brit clubs invited
to sell for free or buy. See details on this link.
http://mad.ly/fbf294?pact=20981356690&fe=1

New or Renewing

Membership Form

You may use this form to either begin a new or renew your membership in The New Jersey Triumph
Association. The NJTA is the premier Northeastern U.S. car club dedicated to the preservation, historical
archiving and educating the public about Standard Motors Triumph Automobiles.
To start or renew your membership, please select the correct box below and fill out the form completely.
Please print clearly and fill out the entire form even if you are an existing member as information changes
over time and we need to keep current to allow you to receive all the benefits of your membership.

New Member $25

Renewing Member $20
Make your check payable to

The New Jersey Triumph Association
P.O. Box 6
Gillette, NJ 07933-0006
This membership includes you and a family member so please include that information below when filling
out this form.

Name(s)_________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Phone # ( _____)______________ (optional)
E-mail _____________________________________________
Year and model Triumph(s) owned
________________________________________________________________
There have been requests to have the roster available to the membership only. At the
minimum, we will only print name, town, state and cars owned. If you do not
want the following information included please check the appropriate box.
Do NOT include phone number in roster ________
Do NOT include full address in roster ________
(only town and state will be included)
Do NOT include e-mail address ________

