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Article by Frank Perry, Founding Member of Gwinnett Archaeological 

Research Society and Fort Daniel Foundation 

H ello, members and friends of Fort Daniel Foundation (FDF) and Gwinnett Archaeo-

logical Research Society 

(GARS). Those members 

who donôt know me, I 

have been a member of 

GARS and FDF since 

their beginnings. The Old 

Tool Collection in the 

Fort Daniel Lab was do-

nated by me. We original-

ly used it as a display and 

brought it out for the Fort 

Fair every fall (pictured 

above). Eventually, I do-

nated it as a permanent display and marked every 

tool with a tag to identify it. I could add more to 

the collection if we had room to display them. I 

have been collecting, studying, and using many of 

these old tools for most of my life. I feel they are a 

big part of our history and helped in the building 

of America.  

Axes have been in use in 

one shape or form since 

the beginning of time. 

Different types of axes 

were used on the frontier 

and helped to build the 

frontier forts. Pictured on 

Page 2, a page from Early 

Tools and Equipment by 

Elmer L. Smith (photos 

by Mel Horst. Applied 

Arts Publishers, Lebanon, 

PA seventh printing 1983 

p3) shows you the different types of axes used on 

the frontier. This is the best book I have found on  
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the subject, and I would recommend it to anyone with an interest in old tools and equipment.   

Additionally, I have included a couple of pictures of the past fort display and my personal axes to 

show style progression from old to new (pictured below).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you get some extra time, please head to the Fort Daniel lab and spend some time with the old tool 

display. If you have any questions about old tools that I might answer or could identify for you, con-

tact me at dago101p@netscape.net.  ƴ  FP 


