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The DWC is excited to welcome our own Susie Copeland as our speaker
for our June meeting. Susie was born in Brundidge, Alabama where she
was the 8th child of Jeff and Alma Baker. She graduated from Trenholm
State Technical College in Montgomery, Alabama. Susie married Leonard
Copeland and they raised 3 children. They are also the proud grandparents
to their granddaughter Eva, who is the joy of their lives. She and Leonard
moved to Bradenton after he finished his military service, and she worked
for the city of Bradenton in many positions, from secretary and retiring after
30 years as the Fair Housing Coordinator. During that time, she also attended Manatee Community College.
Susie joined the Manatee County Democratic Party in 1999 and has
served as a precinct captain, secretary, and State Committee Woman. In
2003, she assisted in creating the Manatee/Sarasota Democratic Black
Susie Copeland
Caucus. She has served as Secretary, Vice President, and in 2017 was
Guest Speaker
elected President of that organization. In addition Susie served as Secretary and Treasurer of the State Democratic Black Caucus of Florida. In
2005, she was elected as President of the Manatee County NAACP, serving 5 1⁄2 years. In 2015,
Susie founded and served as the first President of Manatee Bridging the Gap, Inc., started after the
police killing of Michael Brown and incidents in Ferguson, MO. She also served as Co-Chair of
League of Women Voters Conversation About Racism (CAR), Member and Chair of Manatee Opportunity Council, and other organizations and groups. One of Susie’s proudest moments was when
she was elected as a Delegate to the Democratic National Convention. She served in honor of her
parents who were denied this illustrious opportunity.
Susie’s community and political service over the past 20+ years has given her great insight into
the needs of the underserved community. She will speak with us on social and judicial justice in
Manatee County and Florida.

DWC June Meeting
June 8th, 2021 11:30 am
Due to the pandemic our meeting will be conducted by Zoom. You can register right now by
clicking the link below.
Once registered a link to join the meeting will be emailed to you. Click on the link to join the
meeting, and you will be taken to the meeting.
Please remember our President, Joanie LeBaron, will have to connect you once you have
clicked the link to join meeting.

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER FOR JUNE’S MEETING
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June’s President’s Letter
New vote by mail regulations and mask de-regulation – what a mess!
Thanks to the Florida legislators and our governor, it is now a bit more
difficult to register voters to vote by mail. The language reads:
“Notwithstanding that an elector has submitted a vote-by-mail request before the effective date of this act initially applicable through the end of the
calendar year of the second ensuing regularly scheduled general election, any such elector must affirmatively resubmit a vote-by-mail ballot
request following the effective date of this act in order to receive vote-bymail ballots for the 2022 primary and general elections.”
Talk about being dazed and confused. I certainly am, but then who votes
by mail – Democrats. Also, people who have no transportation to the polls or are too old or infirmed
to travel… Any way you cut it, it looks like voter suppression to me.
Speaking of being dazed and confused, that’s my state of mind with regard to the mask/no mask
policies. Walmart, Publix and Trader Joes have all announced that for those fully vaccinated you
don’t need to wear a mask inside their stores. What are we doing? Relying on the honor system?
My next-door neighbor and friend had a great idea. Take our covid vaccination card and laminate
it onto the back of our voter registration card – that way we are good for any of these silly situations.
Joanie LeBaron, President

Tommy Tuberville Shows He’s The
GOP’s Dumbest Senator By Ignoring
The Meaning Of Bipartisan
Senator Tommy Tuberville (R-AL) opposes the Republican co-authored
1/6 Commission because he apparently doesn’t know the meaning of
the word bipartisan.

Forbes reported:
Sen. Tommy Tuberville (R-Ala.) told Forbes he opposes the commission “until they make it bipartisan,” but the bill, which divides control evenly among Democrat and
Republican appointees, was co-led by Rep. John Katko (R-N.Y.) and got 35 Republican votes in
the House.
Tuberville is the same person who couldn’t name the three branches of government when asked
and who claimed the US entered World War II to fight socialism.
In a Republican Senate caucus where members suppress their intelligence to appeal to their voters, Tuberville is the rare bird who appears to be the real deal. He truly knows nothing about the
government or the office that he was elected to hold.
Tommy Tuberville makes Rand Paul look like Einstein. The Senator from Alabama is more suited
for the House, where he would fit right in with the intellectual black hole on the right side of the
aisle.
Alabama rejected Doug Jones, an intelligent and caring public servant, for a failed football coach
who was run out of Auburn on a rail.
Sometimes voters get what they deserve, which is exactly what is happening in Alabama.
BY: Jason Easly, Politcus USA
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CDC director says racism is 'serious
public health threat'
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
on Thursday declared racism a "serious public health
threat," becoming the largest federal agency to do so.
"A growing body of research shows that centuries of racism in this country has had a profound and negative impact on communities of color," CDC Director Rochelle
Walensky said in a statement published on the agency's
website.
Walensky noted the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has been felt most severely in communities
of color, which have experienced disproportionate case counts and deaths.
"To build a healthier America for all, we must confront the systems and policies that have resulted in
the generational injustice that has given rise to racial and ethnic health inequities," the agency said.
The declaration is part of a new agency-wide initiative called Racism and Health, which the CDC
said is meant to be a hub for its research into the effects of racism on health, and efforts to achieve
health equity.
The initiative is meant to go beyond studying the issue and focus on taking action.

For example, Walensky noted that the agency has new funding to address COVID-19 disparities by
making investments in racial and ethnic minority communities, as well as other disproportionately
affected communities around the country.
“Confronting the impact of racism will not be easy,” Walensky said. “I know that we can do this if we
work together."
According to the American Public Health Association, more than 170 cities, counties and public
health agencies in the U.S. have made similar declarations, including the American Medical Association, which praised the CDC's move.
"As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to disproportionately plague Black and Brown communities,
it’s clear that collective action from all stakeholders is needed to dismantle systemic racism and
confront, embed, and advance equity across our health care system," AMA President Susan Bailey
said in a statement Thursday.
BY:Nathaniel Weixel. The Hill

How Matt Gaetz helped make Ron DeSantis
Gov. Ron DeSantis’ ties to Matt Gaetz could pressure the governor to answer
difficult questions about whether he was aware of any alleged wrongdoing as
he seeks a second term as governor and possibly the White House. As an adviser, Gaetz urged the governor to appoint several people who are also now
ensnared in the federal investigation. Gaetz was also close friends with Joel
Greenberg, the man at the center of a federal investigation into sex trafficking.
A presence — In interviews, more than half a dozen former DeSantis campaign advisers and early administration staffers say Gaetz had huge influence over DeSantis, who in
the run-up to his gubernatorial campaign was an outsider in state-level Florida politics. That was a
world where Gaetz had long been an operator. Now, as DeSantis runs for reelection and is likely laying the groundwork for a 2024 presidential run, he has all-but turned his back on Gaetz. The eight
former campaign advisers and staffers spoke only on condition of anonymity to discuss DeSantis.
BY: Matt Dixon, Politico
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PRETTY PLEASE — “NRSC chair presses
Trump to support incumbents in 2022,”
“Sen. Rick Scott (Fla.), the chairman of the National Republican
Senatorial Committee, is pleading with former President Trump to
support GOP Senate incumbents in the 2022 midterm elections,
while Trump has welcomed primary challengers to Republicans he
views as disloyal. Scott said during a Monday meeting at Trump
Tower that he asked Trump ‘to help us in where we have incumbents and after the primary help us in the general elections.’ The NRSC chair said the meeting lasted about an hour or an hour and fifteen minutes. ‘He wants to make sure we get a majority; I want to
make sure we get a majority. I talk about support our incumbents,’ he said. ‘Every time I talk to him,
I say the same thing.’”
BY: Alexander Bolton, The Hill

Manchin, Sinema beg Republican
colleagues to help save democracy.
Like that will work
Manchin and Sinema say, "A bipartisan commission
to investigate the events of that day has passed the
House of Representatives with a bipartisan vote and
is a critical step to ensuring out nation never has to
endure an attack at the hands of our countrymen
again." Great. Fine. A bill that already structures a
commission that can be sabotaged by Republicans leaders Kevin McCarthy and Mitch McConnell
should be watered down even further so it can continue to be bipartisan?
There are now two Republicans, Mitt Romney and Lisa Murkowski, who say they’ll vote in favor of a
commission. They're going to be it, because McConnell won't allow anymore.
Instead, he's deputized Susan Collins to do exactly what Manchin and Sinema are inviting: find a
way forward to Republicans supporting it, which means watering it down even more.
Note that the supposed problems Collins sees with the existing bill aren't actually problems. It already does the two things she insists it must do—end by December 31, 2021 and allow Republicans
to hire Republican staff. It does more as it stands. It allows McCarthy and McConnell to pick whoever they want to serve on it. They could pick racist Trump adviser Stephen Miller, or any of the corrupt former Trump administration officials who helped foster the Big Lie and cover up the insurrection from the inside. If McConnell were actually the savvy politician every Beltway reporter wants to
make him out to be, he'd see that and take this chance, releasing eight more of his members to vote
for the thing.
In some ways, it's good that he's refusing to do even that. He remains opposed to what he's calling a
"purely political exercise." It might end up being the thing that finally breaks through to Manchin and
Sinema, the thing that proves to them that Mitch isn't their friend and has been using them.
Maybe. But that might take more self-awareness than either are capable of.
BY: Joan McCarter, Daily Kos
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Two Florida Republicans break
ranks, vote for commission on
Jan. 6 attack

the presidential election.

The bill, if passed by the Senate, would create an
independent 10-member commission that would
create a proposal for securing the Capitol and an
Miami U.S. Reps. Carlos Gimenez and Maria Elvira official accounting of the deadly riot.
Salazar broke ranks with the rest of Florida’s Republican delegation Wednesday, voting to create a Though dozens of Republicans supported the procommission to investigate the violent Jan. 6 attack posal — which passed the House 252-175 —
Gimenez and Salazar were the only Republicans
on the U.S. Capitol.
from Florida to vote in favor of the bill. They split
Republican representatives from Tampa Bay —
with the dean of Miami House Republicans, U.S.
Gus Bilirakis of Palm Harbor, Vern Buchanan of
Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart.
Sarasota, and Scott Franklin of Lakeland — were
By breaking rank, both members defied Trump and
among the 175 House Republicans who voted
against the commission. Daniel Webster, who rep- House Republican Leader Kevin McCarthy, who
worked to get them elected. Trump issued a stateresents Hernando County,
ment Tuesday urging Redidn’t vote.
publicans to vote against
In a statement, Bilirakis said
what he called a “Democrat
there were numerous ongotrap.”
ing investigations into the
In a statement, Gimenez —
Jan. 6 attack, and he was
who voted Jan. 7 to overconcerned the new commisturn the results of the presision would interfere with
dential election in two states
them. He also, along with
— said “we need to analyze
Buchanan, said he wanted
the facts surrounding the
a review of all events linked
assault on the Capitol buildto political violence, citing
incidents that were blamed on those with left wing ing on January 6th. These recommendations from
the Commission will produce valuable insight on
views.
how to improve our security at the Capitol and what
“The commission bill as currently drafted is unaccan be done to prevent these events from happenceptable because it fails to require a balanced ining again.”
vestigation into the riots and violence by far-left
protesters last summer,” Buchanan said in a state- He tamped down the fears of some members that
Democrats will politicize the process, and said he
ment, referencing the protests against police violence last year that were mostly peaceful. Bilirakis is certain Republicans will have “an equal voice at
cited the 2017 shooting of five, including Rep. Ste- the table.”
ve Scalise, during a Republican charity baseball
“There is no doubt that January 6th left many quesgame in Alexandria, Va. Police identified the shoot- tions to be asked of those in charge of the security
er as a supporter of Sen. Bernie Sanders who died protocols on Capitol Hill,” he said. “This commisfrom injuries in the subsequent shootout.
sion will provide a legitimized mechanism for those
questions to be answered.”
Webster was unavoidably detained in his district

and couldn’t make it in time for the vote because of Gimenez told CNN Wednesday that “I’ve been able
limited flight options, according to his spokeswom- to break ranks with my party on a number of isan, Jaryn Emhof. He’s opposed to proxy voting.
sues, unlike the Democrats who don’t break ranks.”
Franklin couldn’t be reached.
“Apparently Nancy Pelosi does not like any of her
Gimenez and Salazar, both freshmen lawmakers, Democrats to break ranks.”
were among 35 Republicans who joined 217 Democrats in support of a bill that creates a mechanism A Salazar spokesman did not immediately respond
to a request for comment.
to investigate the day a violent mass of Donald
Trump supporters overran the Capitol as Congress BY: Samantha J. Gross, Tampa Bay Times
prepared to vote to confirm Joe Biden’s victory in
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Donald Trump’s Much-Touted Blog
Pretty Much A Flop As Interest Fades
Former President Donald Trump’s ballyhooed new debut on
the internet is turning out to be a flop, according to data.
Trump launched a blog called “From the Desk of Donald J.
Trump” in early May after he was banned from Twitter, Facebook, YouTube and other social media platforms following his
continuing baseless claims of election fraud that stirred up
rioters in the Jan. 6 Capitol insurrection.

But internet interactions with his site have largely tanked, The Washington Post reported Friday, a
sign of what the newspaper called Trump’s slide “toward online irrelevance.” Online chatter about him
has hit a five-year low without the bully pulpit of the White House — and access to traditional social
media.
Trump’s blog garnered 159,000 total social media interactions its first day, the Post reported. The following day, interactions dropped to 30,000, and they haven’t passed 15,000 a day since, according
to the Post’s review of data from online analytics firms.
Trump’s entire website, including his blog, online store and fundraising page, is attracting fewer visitors than the recipe site Delish, the Post pointed out, rubbing it in.

Trump’s blog received about 4 million visits the entire week ending May 18 from both desktop and
mobile devices. During the same period, the blog was shared on Facebook an average of fewer than
2,000 times per day, noted the Post. That’s a huge change from the tens of millions of comments,
shares and reactions his Facebook page received each week last year, according to social media data firm BuzzSumo and Facebook-tracking tool CrowdTangle, the Post reported.
Trump’s blog tends to be far more long-winded than his tight tweets, constrained by Twitter character
counts. There’s also no way to respond with support or criticism — other than to click on a heart, or
share to Twitter or Facebook. The one-way conversation is likely a turnoff for social media connoisseurs.
In early May, Facebook’s Oversight Board announced it would uphold the company’s Facebook and
Instagram ban on Trump, though it asked the website to review its decision within six months. Around
the same time, Twitter suspended the @DJTDesk account created by Trump’s team in conjunction
with his blog and webpage, referring to the new account as one “whose apparent intent is to replace
or promote content affiliated with a suspended account.”
“He’s whistling in the wind,” Megan Squire, an Elon University computer science professor who studies right-wing online organizing, told the Post. “People just aren’t following him to his little desk platform, and we can see that in the numbers. He doesn’t have that same ability anymore to constantly
put his content in people’s faces the way he did before.”
BY: Mary Papenfuss, Huffpost

Mother of late Capitol Police officer pressures GOP senators on Jan. 6 commission
The mother of the late Capitol Police officer Brian Sicknick, who suffered two strokes and
died the day after responding to rioters on Jan. 6, is requesting sit-downs with Republican
senators this week to push for an investigation into the Capitol attack, Politico reports.
Why it matters: Republicans are set to filibuster the proposal to create a bipartisan Jan. 6
commission when Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) brings it for a vote this week, despite some GOP support in the House and initial bipartisan agreement that an investigation is needed.
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MSNBC’s John Heilemann Skewers
“Moron” Marjorie Taylor Greene and the
Rest of the GOP “Snowflakes”
Donald Trump may have become the president in 2016, but he
wasn’t an overwhelming choice. In fact, more than half of the
people that voted cast a ballot for his opponent.
Still, once Trump took office, the GOP declared that they had a clear mandate. And any Democrat
who opposed their ideas was a “snowflake.”
Now the shoe is on the other foot and Democrats have clear control. And Republicans are complaining about every thing. They’ve even made a major issue out of the simple act of wearing a mask.
During a Monday night appearance, MSNBC’s John Heilemann explained why this makes Republicans the real snowflakes.
The contributor started with Marjorie Taylor Greene, noting, “When you listen to her talk about it, try
to explain it, you come up against the fact that she’s just a pinhead and I think she says these things
about — draws these comparisons — I don’t think she has the moral complexity to understand why
Jews find these comments so appalling.”
Heilemann continued, “I don’t think she has the kind of — she doesn’t have the kind of moral sense
to be able to understand how offensive what she’s doing is. But I will also say this: yet again, when
you listen to these comments that someone like this makes, you’re reminded of just what a bunch of
snowflakes this Republican Party is.”
The pundit concluded, “And beyond the stupidity and the moral bankruptcy of it, it is just such an incredibly whiny, kind of ridiculous thing to say. ‘Oh, I am so put upon. Wearing this mask, it’s so terrible that I’m going to draw an analogy to the Holocaust.’ I mean, could you be more of a snowflake in
addition to being a moron and a totally morally bankrupt moron at that. You couldn’t be more of a
snowflake than to complain in that way. It blows my mind.”
Joe Biden is doing a great job and his approval ratings are high. Republicans are left with no recourse but to continue to fight the culture war. Time will tell if it’s a winning battle for them.
BY: Todd Neikirk, Politicus USA

DC Statehood Gets Huge Push From
Constitutional Scholars
Dozens of legal scholars have come together for a new letter to
congressional leaders detailing why "there is no constitutional barrier" to D.C. statehood legislation passed by the U.S. House of Representatives last month and federal lawmakers should not avoid establishing a 51st state "because of meritless threats of litigation."

"As scholars of the United States Constitution, we write to correct
claims that the D.C. Admission Act is vulnerable to a constitutional challenge in the courts," says
the letter (pdf), first reported on Monday by NBC News and addressed to Senate Majority Leader
Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.), Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.), House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi (D-Calif.), and House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.).
BY: Crooks and Liars By Common Dreams
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Pride Month – June 2021

topher Street Liberation Day Parade. This eventually morphed into what we now know as the New
As a sub-holiday during Pride Month, Pride Day is York City Pride March, and from where parades
celebrated on June 28. The day marks the date in and marches across the world evolved.
history when the first Pride march was held in
Speaking of the rainbow flag, it was actually gay
New York City in 1970. However, different compolitician, Harvey Milk, who asked a talented demunities celebrate Pride Day on different days
signer friend, Gilbert Baker, to design an allthroughout June.
encompassing symbol to take on
On a hot summer’s night in New
San Francisco’s Pride March in
York on June 28, 1969, police
1978. Sadly, Harvey Milk was
raided the Stonewall Inn, a gay
assassinated along with Mayor,
club in Greenwich Village, which
George Moscone, on November
resulted in bar patrons, staff, and
23, 1978 in San Francisco City
neighborhood residents rioting onHall by Dan White, a disgruntled
to Christopher Street outside.
former Supervisor, who was anAmong the many leaders of the
gry at Milk who had lobbied hard
riots was black, trans, bisexual
against having him reappointed
woman, Marsha P. Johnson —
on the Board of Supervisors.
leading the movement to continue
Bill Clinton was the first US Presover six days with protests and
ident
to
officially
recognize
Pride Month in 1999
clashes. The message was clear; protestors deand
2000.
Then,
from
2009
to 2016, Barack
manded the establishment of places where
LGBT+ people could go and be open about their Obama declared June LGBT Pride Month. In May
2019, Donald Trump recognized Pride Month with
sexual orientation without fear of arrest.
a tweet announcing his Administration had
Pride Month is largely credited as being started by launched a global campaign to decriminalize hobisexual activist, Brenda Howard. Known as, “The mosexuality, although critics have noted that acMother of Pride,” a year after the Stonewall Riots, tions would speak louder than words.
Brenda organized Gay Pride Week and the ChrisSource: National Today

Republican Governors Association Kicks Out My Pillow Guy
The clearly deranged Mike Lindell, who is facing a massive lawsuit for spreading voter fraud conspiracies, was thrown out of the Republican Governors Association conference in Tennessee on Tuesday.
Politico reported, "An RGA official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity,
said on Tuesday night that Lindell tried to join transportation for members-only
for a dinner at the Tennessee Governor's Mansion and was denied. The person added: “These events are for RGA members, and Mike Lindell is not currently an RGA member.”
Lindell told Steve Bannon that he planned to confront Georgia Governor Brian Kemp and Arizona Gov.
Doug Ducey, about his voter fraud claims.
It appears a lot of crazy is allowed to be part of the GOP, but some crazy isn't.

Let’s take a look at a parody on the insurrection as seen through the eyes of Republicans titled
“January 6th Insurection: What really happened” from The Daily Show, The second video is by
The Founders titled “I Can’t live (If Living is Without You”).
JANUARY 6TH INSURRECTION
WHAT REALLY HAPPENED

I CAN’T LIVE (IF LIVING IS
WITH OUT YOU
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DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY OFFICERS/LEADERS 2018-2019

OTHER OFFICERS

ELECTED OFFICERS
President
Joannie LeBaron

Pat Benson
pattybeenutty@gmail.com

Hospitality/
Calling

Open

Candidate
Search

Vicki Waters
vwaters@earthlink.net

Parliamentarian

Fay Murphy
faymurph@aol.com

Web Master

Jeanne Yeagle
yeagluce@verizon.net

Newsletter and
Directory

Brian Heavrin
blh3011@gmail.com

Environmental

Open

joanielebaron0108@gmail.com

1st VP (Programs)
Ellie Billops

elbill2000@gmail.com

2nd VP (Membership)
Mary Young

marevegan@gmail.com

Recording Secretary
Patti Boynton

pboynton5@gmail.com

Treasurer
Nancy Hadley

hadleyn1@iclloud.com

Regional Representative

Mary Bass

Fund-Raising

Legislative Liaison Mary Duda
mcmduda@aol.com

marygbass@gmail.com

Website Links

Corresponding
Secretary

Vicki Wayman
VickiWaman@tampabay.rr.com

Bylaws Chair

Fay Murphy
faymurph@aol.com

DWC of Manatee County Website
Manatee County Democratic Website
Democratic Women’s Club of Florida
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Manatee County Democratic Women’s Club
6403 Heritage Lane
Bradenton, FL 34209

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

FOR IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
Most Democrat Clubs and Caucuses have canceled their
meetings or are having zoom meetings. To check status,
times, and dates of events and club meetings, please visit our
Manatee County Democratic website at
www.ManateeDemocrats.com.

Elected Officials
CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

OUR FLORIDA SENATORS

PRESIDENT
Joseph Bidden
www.whitehouse.gov

Jim Boyd (R-Distr. 21)
switchboard) 202-456-1111

Boyd.Jim.web@flsenate.gov

U.S. SENATORS
Rick Scott (R)
help@rickscott.senate.gov

850.487.5026

OUR FLORIDA REPRESENTATIVES
Michele Rayner (D-Distr.70)

(202) 224-5274

727.892.2468

Rayner.Michele@myfloridahouse.gov
Marco Rubio (R)
www.MarcoRubio.senate.gov

202-224-3041
813-287-5035

Will Robinson (R-Distr. 71)
Will.robinson@myfloridahouse.gov

U.S. REPRESENTATIVES
Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 16)
www.Buchanan.house.gov

202-225-5015
941-747-9081

Tommy Gregory (R-Distr. 73)
Tommy.gregory@myfloridahouse.gov

GOVERNOR
Ron DeSantis (R)

941.708.4968

850-717-9337

www.flgov.com/email-the-governor/
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941.708.5660

