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From the Pastor ...
“To everything there is a season, A time for every purpose under heaven.”
Ecclesiastes 3:1

There is great beauty and meaning woven into the four seasons. God has designed a
year’s time to work together to bring forth life and growth. Spring is a time for new life
and new growth. Summer is a time of bearing fruit and refreshing. Fall is a time for harvest
and reaping rewards for labors. Then there is Winter, which God created to torment and
plague us! Just kidding, winter has a purpose too; it is a time of rest and endings. Each
season has its role to play for every purpose under heaven.
We all have seasons in our lives as well. Some seasons are full of joy and growth, other seasons are full of pain and
challenges. Seasons come and go in our spiritual lives with times of feeling close to God and times of feeling far from him.
There are many kinds of seasons we go through. The Towsey family has just spent a season of our lives you with at Charlton
Church. It was a blessed and wonderful 8 years of our lives. Yet, like the seasons of the year that pass, the Towsey family’s
time at Charlton is coming to an end.
God planned the seasons in nature for a purpose and I believe there is purpose in the seasons of life as well. God’s hand is at
work in Towsey family leaving and the Arenas family arriving. I believe God is planning a new season for Charlton, one of
bearing great fruit and growth. Pastor Arenas is a great pastor and I know he will follow God’s Spirit into a great new season
for Charlton Church.

Pastor Les
God of Love,
You are with us in every transition and change.
As we enter into this new era with excitement and
even some anxiety, we recall Your deep compassion,
presence, and abounding love.
We thank You for the gifts, talents and skills with
which You have blessed us.
We thank You for the experiences that have
brought us to this moment.
We thank You for the work of others that gives
breadth and depth to our own work.
Be with us as we move forward, rejoicing with You
and supporting one another.
We ask this in Your Holy Name. Amen
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We are all familiar with the crown of thorns. During this Lenten season, we will take a look at a
variety of thorn passages found in our Scriptures and consider how the thorns that we face in life
can help us grow closer to God.
Sunday, March 1 :: Curse of Thorns :: Genesis 3:14-20 / Genesis 3:1-13
In the story of the Fall, when God kicked Adam and Eve out of the Garden of Eden; God cursed the ground. His
curse was for thorns and thistles to grow in the ground to frustrate and cause pain. We will consider the deep
meaning of the curse of thorns and examine to how the curse is still around today.
Sunday, March 8 :: Through the Thorns :: Exodus 3:1-4 / Exodus 3:1-10
God spoke to Moses through a burning thorn bush. We will examine the reasons why God
chose a thorn bush through which to speak to Moses. We will also look to ways God
speaks out of thorns in our lives today.
Sunday, March 15 :: Worship from Thorns :: Exodus 24-27
The early tabernacle was built by Moses so God’s presence could dwell on
earth with his people. God told Moses to build the tabernacle and many of its
important sacred items with wood from a tree covered with thorns. We will
examine the significance of the thorn wood and see how this should shape
our understanding of worship today.

Sunday, March 22 :: Soil of Thorns :: Matthew 13:18-23 / Matthew 13:1-9
One of Jesus’ most famous parables was the parable of the soils. In this
parable we read about the thorns growing and choking out the seed. We will
discuss what this means and how thorns still hinder our faith today.
Sunday, March 29 :: Paul’s Thorn :: Luke 6:43-44 / 2 Corinthians 12:6-10
Paul had a thorn in his flesh, which was some kind of ailment or source of pain. We
will examine why Paul called it a “thorn in his flesh”, and see how he dealt with the pain.
We will learn about how to focus on God in hard times.
Palm Sunday, April 5 :: Field of Thorns :: Joshua 1:1-9 / Joshua 2:1-7
Before the Hebrew people could go into the promised land they were camped out in a field of thorns. Moses died
and Joshua was chosen as their new leader. We will look at the connections between Joshua and Jesus and
examine how the Messiah brought hope to people in prickly times.
Maundy Thursday, April 9 :: Servants Crown :: Matthew 23:11
We may think that kings, queens, and greatly esteemed people are seen by God as worthy of great crowns.
However, Jesus makes it clear that the greatest crowns belong to servants of God. We will examine what this
means for our lives today. We will celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion at the altar rail.
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Good Friday, April 10 :: Savior Crown :: Matthew 27:27-31
Jesus’ sacred head was wounded when the crown of thorns was placed upon his head. We will look to the great
significance of the face of God being marred. We will see that even though marred by the crown of thorns, Jesus’
beauty only grew.

Easter Sunday, April 12 :: Crowned King :: Ephesians 2:1-10 / Matthew 28:1-10
Jesus died with a crown of thorns upon his head being mocked as the King of Jews. On Easter morning Jesus arose
as King. King of all things. We will explore why we call Jesus king and what it means for our lives today.
Bright Sunday, April 19 :: No More Thorns :: 2 Timothy 4:8 / Psalm 98
The song Joy to the World is celebrating its 300th year birthday. It is not really a Christmas song,
instead it is song about the return of Christ. We will celebrate all the great things that will
happen with Jesus’ return, including the removal of the curse of thorns and his people
receiving a crown of their own.

Post Easter Sermons
Sunday, April 26 :: God’s Heart / Our Heart :: Matthew 25:40 / 1 John 3:16-18
An astounding 210 verses in the NIV version of the Bible use the words “poor”
or “oppressed.” The bible is very clear that God’s heart is for the poor and
oppressed. The Bible calls us again and again to care for those in need and treat
them as if we were ministering to Jesus himself. We will be challenged this day
to grow our hearts for children in need and find ways to minister to them.
Sunday, May 3
With Pastor Les away this weekend, Pastor Dann will be with us to offer the
morning message.
Sunday, May 10 :: Holy Communion :: 1 Cor 11:17-22 / 1 Cor 11:23-29
Communion is a special sacrament we share that binds us to past and future generations.
When we share communion there is a vertical and horizontal dimension. We also want to be
sure to take communion in a worthy manner and make it more meaningful. Communion will be
served in a new and unique way on this Mother’s Day.
Sunday, May 17 :: After God’s Heart :: I Samuel 13:13-16 / Acts 13:16-22
What do you chase after? There are countless things we pursue in this life. King David was a man after God’s own
heart. We will consider what it means for our hearts to chase after God.
Sunday, May 24 :: Grace Over Mercy :: John 1:12 / 1 John 3:1-3 (Summer Worship @ 9:30 begins this day!)
Which is better mercy or grace? We examine each word and discover we need both. God’s mercy and grace is truly
amazing and means everything to us. We will give God thanks and praise for his mercy and grace.
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FINDING OUR WAY FORWARD

For over two years now we have been using this feature to highlight what has been happening in our
denomination. Here is an update on the latest information, as we understand it.
Wasn’t this decided at General Conference last year?
The special session of the General Conference held in 2019 adopted the “Traditional Plan” that would keep the existing
paragraphs in the Book of Discipline that bar the ordination and marriage of gay persons. It is not surprising that those
on the progressive side of this issue did not support this plan. What was surprising was that, as time passed, it became

apparent that many on the conservative side of this issue were not happy with the outcome. A coalition of conservative
leaders have been working for over a decade to create a new expression of their Wesleyan faith, and the adoption of the
Traditional Plan was a stumbling block for them.

So, what happens next?
Many groups and individuals have been working on creating proposals to present to the next General Conference, which
will convene in May 2020. Some of these call for the repeal or replacement of the Traditional Plan, while others call for it
to be strengthened.

This sounds like “same old, same old”; isn’t there anything new?
The United Methodist Church has been struggling with issues of human sexuality since its inception in 1968. It is no
wonder that many people don’t expect anything new to happen in the near future. However, in late December of 2019,
a group of diverse individuals including bishops, clergy and lay persons made an announcement that surprised many
around the world. This group was comprised of persons with conservative, centrist and progressive viewpoints who had
been secretly meeting for months with a mediator trying to find some way forward for The United Methodist Church.
The mediator had previously served as the mediator for the 911 Victims Compensation Fund. At the end of their process,
they group agreed to, signed, and presented a document entitled “Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through

Separation.” Read on for more information about this Protocol.
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“Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through Separation”
The following are the highlights of this new proposal to General Conference:

STEP ONE:
The Protocol, along with all the other plans and proposals for the future of the church, are
presented to the 2020 General Conference. Of all these plans, the Protocol is probably the
most likely to be approved, as this is the first time in the history of our denomination that
conservative, centrist and progressive leaders have come to an agreement on a plan.
The following steps would be taken IF THE PROTOCOL was approved as currently planned.

STEP TWO:
If the Protocol is approved by General Conference, it would allow the conservatives and traditionalists to form a new
denomination. It is important to note that the conservatives have already been working on their new Book of
Discipline for many years. A monetary agreement has been made to provide for the creation of the new denomination
over a period of year.
After the new denomination is formed, the existing global church (now referred to as post-UMC) could restructure
their boundaries into regional areas to allow for contextual ministry. Currently, the UMC Book of Discipline is binding
for US churches; however, churches in Africa and Asia are not bound by the Book of Discipline because of cultural
differences. This restructuring would allow the US to be considered a region, just like Africa and Asia.
All restrictive language on sexuality would be removed from the Book of Discipline. This would allow for the ordination
and marriage of gay persons. However, it is extremely important to note that it allows clergy and local churches to
operate by their conscience. No clergy would be required to marry a same-sex couple if they did not want to. In the
same manner, local churches could decide whether or not same-sex couples could be married in their sanctuaries.

STEP THREE:
The Protocol also includes provision for the creation of other new denominations, provided that they meet certain
criteria.

STEP FOUR:
Each annual conference would then choose whether they wanted to remain part of the “post-UMC” or if they wanted
to align with the new conservative denomination. They would have until July 1, 2021, to make their decision.

STEP FIVE:
Once the Annual Conference has made their decision, each local church would then have until December 31, 2024, to
decide whether they would remain part of their Annual Conference or to align with the other entity. For example, if a
conference voted to remain part of the post-UMC, then the local church could decide to remain part of the Annual
Conference and the post-UMC, or they could choose to align with the new denomination.
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So what does this mean for Charlton Church?
First of all, it is important to remember that any of this depends upon whether the
Protocol is approved at General Conference. There is the possibility that the

Protocol itself would go through changes in the process. And this is just one of
several plans being presented. Plus, there is always the chance that no decision is
made (once again).

But no matter whether or when any plan or proposal is approved, the day is coming that Charlton Church will
need to make a decision about the future of our church. And Charlton, like most other churches around our
country, are simply ill-prepared to make these decisions.
The church has not been very good at having difficult conversations with one another. We do our best to
avoid it at all costs. And discussions about sexuality, especially homosexuality, have been taboo. Most
families experience the same thing, as they avoid having those ‘hot potato’ discussions.
But why do we avoid difficult conversations? Is it because “we shouldn’t talk about those things?” Is it
because “it makes me uncomfortable to talk about those things?” We might answer yes to both those
questions, but the bottom line reason that we have avoided difficult questions is because we know that we
have friends and family who may feel the same way we do, but we also know that we have friends and family
that feel differently than we do … and we simply don’t want to rock the boat and create any conflict.
The sad fact is that if we had the courage to have these conversations for the last thirty years as our
denomination has been struggling with the issue of homosexuality, then we probably would not be in the
position we currently find ourselves now. But we have not had those conversations, and if we want to be
ready for the day when we have to make important decisions as a church family, then it is vitally important
for us to begin to have open and honest dialogue with one another.
For this reason, we are hosting a Dessert and Discussion event on Sunday, March 29 at 3:00 pm. We want to
be very clear that this is in no way meant to be a time to make decisions of any kind, nor is it a time to try and
convince anyone of a particular view. It is simply a time to share our stories with one another and to listen to
one another. It is a time to share our hopes, our dreams, our concerns, and our fears. It is our belief that
when a family … even a church family … comes
together to share and support one another, they are
then strengthened to deal with any difficult
decisions that need to be made.

essert and

We cannot stress how important it is that YOU be
there for this discussion. We need our entire
church family to come out, to share, to listen, and to
be there for one another. If you’re not comfortable
sharing your thoughts, that’s OK; being there to
listen is just as important!

iscussion
Sunday, March 29 @ 3 PM
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THE GREAT BIG CHARLTON CHURCH

Join us as we cover our General Conference in prayer!
May 5 - 15, 2020
We want our Charlton Church family to join with our brothers and sisters around the world as we keep the
2020 General Conference of The United Methodist Church in our prayers. Several events are planned for this
effort.
TUESDAY, MAY 5 @ 7:00 PM — WORSHIP SERVICE
Join us in the sanctuary at Charlton Church for a time of worship and prayer as the General Conference
convenes. We will pray for the Holy Spirit to lead and inspire the bishops, clergy and lay delegates as they
begin their work together.
WEDNESDAY, MAY 6 @ 6PM / THURSDAY, MAY 7 @ 10 AM — TIME OF PRAYER
Join Pastor Les for a time of meditation and prayer, as we continue to lift the work of those gathered from
around the world to plan for the future of our denomination.
SATURDAY, MAY 9 @ 9AM — PRAYER BREAKFAST
Join us for a time of fellowship and breakfast, followed by a presentation about the work of the General
Conference. We will bring everyone up to date with what has been happening at General Conference. We
will watch video clips from their worship times, as well as some of their discussions. We will then conclude
with a time of prayer.
WEDNESDAY, MAY 13 @ 6PM / THURSDAY, MAY 14 @ 10 AM — TIME OF PRAYER
Join Pastor Les for a time of meditation and prayer, as we continue to lift the work of those gathered from
around the world to plan for the future of our denomination.

Holy and Loving God, just as the Hebrew people wandered in the desert for
40 years, our church has been having its own desert experience. Be with us
during this difficult time as we discern where You are leading us. Give us
strength and courage for the journey. Grow in us the wisdom to see each other
as You see us. Guide us as we discern how we all may be faithful to Your
gospel and the life You have called us to live as Your disciples in the world
today. This we ask in the name of Emmanuel, God-with-us. Amen.
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How does the appointment process work
in the United Methodist Church?

Ask the

PASTOR

The appointment process begins as part of the church
conference season. The Staff Parish Committee meets
with the pastor for an evaluation of the pastor and
church. After the evaluation, the church decides if they
would like to keep the pastor, would like the pastor to
move on, or if they are open to receiving a new pastor. The pastor also makes the same decision. The church
and pastor’s responses are sent to the bishop and cabinet along with any missional and family reasons for
staying at or changing an appointment.

The next step in the appointment process is in the hands of the bishop and cabinet. The cabinet is made up
of the bishop, district superintendents, and other conference leaders. They are given the task to “make
everyone happy” but moreover follow the leading of the Holy Spirit to set appointments. The appointment
process begins with the cabinet looking at the retirements. This year there were around 28 pastors who were
seeking retirement.
The district superintendent from the district of the retiring pastor then goes to each church for a discussion
about what they desire in a new pastor. Once the Staff Parish meets and the paperwork is done, it is sent to
the cabinet. The cabinet then looks over the conference to consider who will best fill these churches. At this
time, they also consider pastors who have requested to move and churches who desire new pastors. As you
can see, there is much for the cabinet to consider.

As pastors are selected to new appointments they meet with the district superintendent of that district, and
then meet with the new church’s Staff Parish committee. A Sunday is chosen on which the pastor shares that
he/she is moving, and on that same day the new church announces who the new pastor will be.
The cabinet continues to meet and the appointment process occurs from December to June. It is quite a
daunting task with family and churches to consider in the process. If you have any questions about the
appointment process, please ask Pastor Les.
If you have a question for the pastor, please email it to newsletter@charltonchurch.org or turn it into the
church office.

SUNDAY, JUNE 28
Everyone is invited to stay after the 9:30 AM Worship Service for a
Farewell Luncheon for Pastor Les and the Towsey family.
Additional details will be available in the coming weeks.

SUNDAY, JULY 5
Everyone is invited to stay after the 9:30 AM Worship Service for a
Welcome Luncheon for Pastor Miguel and the Arenas family.
Additional details will be available in the coming weeks.
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The word LENT has roots in both Old English and Germanic terms
United Methodist Advent
& Christmas Music Quiz
for ‘springtime’, and is a season of soul searching and repentance,
considered by some to be time for a “spiritual spring cleaning of
the soul”. It is a season for reflection and taking stock. Lent
originated in the very earliest days of the Church as a preparatory
time for Easter, when the faithful rededicated themselves and
when converts were instructed in the faith and prepared for
baptism. By observing forty days of Lent, the individual Christian
imitates Jesus’ withdrawal into the wilderness for forty days.
Lent is an excellent time to practice the Spiritual Disciplines of reading the Scriptures, prayer, almsgiving, and
fasting. There is a reason these are called Spiritual “Disciplines”. They require a commitment of time and of effort.
The Spiritual Disciplines are practices found in Scripture that promote spiritual growth among believers in the
gospel of Jesus Christ. It requires action and not just a ‘state of mind’. There has always been a temptation to
amend these practices by updating them and giving them a new twist. And while some great ideas may have come
from this thought, we are highly encouraged to practice in the same manner that Jesus himself made them a part of
his life.

The Spiritual Discipline of Reading the Holy Scriptures ….
We are once again suggesting that you read the gospels during this season of Lent. In this schedule, it is suggested
that you take a break from the schedule on the Sabbath. You may want to consider reading them from a translation
of the Bible that you may not normally read. For example, you might use The Message, the Common English Bible
or the Contemporary English Version. If you would like to borrow a different version of the Bible, please see Chuck
Kaufmann, or you may find several versions online at www.biblegateway.com. Before you begin your reading, take
a moment to clear your mind from the demands of daily living. Then offer a prayer, asking God to open your eyes to
the reading of these holy scriptures, that you may experience them in a new and fresh way.
Wednesday, February 26 — Matthew 1-3
Friday, March 20 — Luke 7-9
Thursday, February 27 — Matthew 4-6
Saturday, March 21 — Luke 10-12
Friday, February 28 — Matthew 7-9
Sunday, March 22 — Sabbath break
Saturday, February 29 — Matthew 10-12
Monday, March 23 — Luke 13-14
Sunday, March 1 — Sabbath break
Tuesday, March 24 — Luke 15-16
Monday, March 2 — Matthew 13-14
Wednesday, March 25 — Luke 17-18
Tuesday, March 3 — Matthew 15-16
Thursday, March 26 — Luke 19-20
Wednesday, March 4 — Matthew 17-18
Friday, March 27 — Luke 21-22
Thursday, March 5 — Matthew 19-20
Saturday, March 28 — Luke 23-24
Friday, March 6 — Matthew 21-22
Sunday, March 29 — Sabbath break
Saturday, March 7 — Matthew 23-24
Monday, March 30 — John 1-2
Sunday,
March
8
—
Sabbath
break
Tuesday, March 31 — John 3-4
ANSWERS
Monday,
Marchanswer
9 — Matthew
April 1 —inJohn
5-6 in 1745.
1. The correct
is Hymns25-26
for the Nativity of our Lord,Wednesday,
which was published
London
Tuesday,
March
10
—
Matthew
27-28
Thursday,
April
2
—
John
7-8
2. The correct answer is “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing,” first published under the title “Hymn for Christmas Day.”
Wednesday,
11is—true,
Mark
1-3 Thou Long-Expected Jesus”
Friday,and
April
3 — The
JohnHerald
9-10 Angels Sing”
3. The correctMarch
answer
“Come,
“Hark!
Thursday,
March
12
—
Mark
4-6
Saturday,
April
4
—
John
11-12
4. The correct answer is all of the above.
Friday,
March
13
—
Mark
7-9
Sunday,
April
5
—
Sabbath
break
5. The correct answer is the sky, where the angels were singing to herald the birth of our
Savior.
Saturday,
March
14
—
Mark
10-12
Monday,
April
6
—
John
13-14
6. The correct answer is “O Come, O Come, Emanuel.”
Sunday,
Marchanswer
15 — Sabbath
break
April
7 — John
15-16
7. The correct
is “All Glory
to God in the Sky,” whichTuesday,
John loved
because
it encourages
us to surrender conMonday,
March
16
—
Mark
13-14
Wednesday,
April
8
—
John
17-18
trol of our lives and allow the love of Christ to rule in our hearts.
Tuesday,
March
17 —isMark
Thursday, April 9 — John 19-20
8. The correct
answer
“Hail15-16
the heaven-born Prince of Peace!”
Wednesday,
March
18
—
Luke
1-3
Friday, April 10 — John 21
9. The correct answer is “Silent Night”.
Thursday,
March
19 —isLuke
Saturday, April 11 — 1 Corinthians 15
10. The correct
answer
all of4-6
the above.
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The Spiritual Discipline of Prayer ….
As all married couples know, communication is key to the success of any marriage. In fact, communication is essential
in any relationship. And it’s the same in our relationship with God. Prayer is how we communicate with God … not only
sharing the thoughts of our mind and heart with our Lord, but also being open to hearing his voice in our own life.

Jesus talked about praying to God many times throughout his ministry. However, it is very important to note that he
never said “if you pray”; he said “when you pray”. Jesus even gave us a model to use in our prayer life, which we now
call ‘The Lord’s Prayer’. A flier entitled “Living the Lord’s Prayer” is available in the cross hall outside the sanctuary for
you to use during this Lenten season.
We would like to remind you of two ancient forms of prayer that are being rediscovered and finding popularity in
today’s culture that may enrich your prayer life this Lenten season.

The Prayer of Examen
The Examen is a method of reviewing your day in the presence of God. It is a time of thankful reflection on where God is in your
everyday life. If practiced at the start of the day, you would reflect on the previous day; if practiced at the end of the day, you
reflect on the events of that day. There are 5 basic steps in The Prayer of Examen.
1.

Ask God for his light and grace to guide your prayer, that you may reflect on the day with God’s eye, and not merely your
own.

2.

Give thanks for all the blessings that you can see throughout your day.

3.

Review the day, taking careful note of any thoughts or actions that come to mind. Reflect upon your interactions with
others. Were there moment you wish you could change? Were there moments you would like to happen again?

4.

Ask forgiveness for those things you may have said or done that may not be pleasant in God’s eyes.

5.

Seek God’s guidance for the day ahead. As you’ve thought about negative reactions to events of the previous day, consider
how you might react in a more positive manner. Consider if you need to make amends to someone in your life. If you
reflected upon a positive experience that lifted your spirit that day, consider how you can make that a part of your day-tocome as well.

Lectio Divina
Lectio Divina is a Latin term which means "divine reading", which incorporates the reading of scripture into our prayer life. For
many people, prayer has become a virtual “wish list” of what we would like God to do for us. We have become quite good at
talking to God. But we have not developed a discipline for listening to God in our prayer time. Lectio Divina is a way of reading
the Scriptures whereby we gradually let go of our own agenda and open ourselves to what God wants to say to us. While there
are many ways of practicing Lectio Divina, here are 4 basic steps.
1.

Read the Scripture. Read it again slowly and deliberately. Read it aloud. If desired, you may wish to read it in a different
version. The object is to read and re-read the Scripture and allow it to sink in and claim your focus.

2.

Reflect upon it. Take note if there were any words, phrases or portions of the Scripture that stood out to you as you read it.
If so, review those sections again.

3.

Respond to what you have read; let the Scripture inspire your heart to speak to God.

4.

Rest in the Word. This may be the most difficult part of the practice. Be still and be silent. Listen to what God may have to
say to you this day.

The Spiritual Discipline of Almsgiving ….
Almsgiving is a word that is rarely used today, but it is something that is part of the life at Charlton Church. ‘Alms’ are
money or goods given to those in need as an act of charity. If you would like to make Almsgiving part of your Lenten
discipline, you may want to consider how you can better support the Giving Grace and Helping Hands programs at
Charlton which provide assistance to those in need within our greater community. You may want to prayerfully
consider making a sacrificial offering during Lent. For example, forego eating out and donating that money instead.
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The Spiritual Discipline of Fasting ….
Of all the Spiritual disciplines, fasting is probably the least understood. Similar to Jesus’ words on prayer, he never said
“if you fast”; he said “when you fast”. This means that fasting is not just for Roman Catholics … it is a spiritual
discipline for anyone who wishes to grow closer to God.

The first premise of fasting is to think less of oneself, even to the point of making a sacrifice, in order to focus on God.
Jesus told us that when we fast we are not to make a show of it like hypocrites do. A fast is different than a hunger
strike; a fast is an act of devotion to God, while a hunger strike is a power play and a way of attracting publicity. So, if
you’re serious about practicing a Lenten fast, don’t go about bragging that you’re giving up chocolate or soda for Lent.
Remember, fasting is not about your giving up something so that you would be physically healthier in the end; it is
about sacrificing something as an act of commitment to grow closer to God.
It is important to note that a fast is a disciplined diet and not a total abstention from food. During a religious fast, you
still eat, but in a disciplined manner. Fasting and sacrifice does not mean putting your health at risk. It’s not a religious
test to see if God “has your back” if you refrain from eating for 7 days. This type of thought makes a mockery of a true
religious fast to grow closer to God.
Fasting can take on many forms, and only you can decide what is best for your spiritual and
physical health. It may be as simple as refraining from dessert, more involved such as giving up
one meal a day, or as intense as abstaining from food for 24 hours every week.
Fasting goes hand-in-hand with prayer. Fasting allows us to sacrifice a part of ourselves and
allows us to concentrate on something more important than our physical needs … that of our
relationship with God. So when you “give up” that dessert or meal, spend that time in prayer.
While the Biblical concept of fasting concerns food, there are other methods of fasting. Again, the
practice of fasting is not about becoming physically healthier. It is about becoming spiritually
healthier. It is about the discipline and sacrifice that you are making in order to grow closer to
God.
Our fast-paced and digitally-connected world has changed how we live our lives. While some of this has enhanced our
lifestyles, not all of it has been positive. It seems the more “connected” we are with technology, the less connected we
are with each other. You may decide that it is time to take a digital fast. You can decide that a cell phone does not need
to be answered every time it rings. (Some people remember the time that if you called someone and they weren’t home,
you had to wait until another time to reach them!) Perhaps you may want to refrain from checking your email after a
certain time. Some of you may want to go as far as to observe a “digital Sabbath”, a day of your choosing to set aside and
“unplug” from technology. What would it be like to live a day without email, cell phones or the internet? What would it
be like to spend that day with family and friends … or better yet, in prayer?
Remember, the purpose of fasting … in whatever form you choose to observe it, is to become spiritually healthier and to
grow closer to God.

For further consideration ...
Being a ‘Christian’ literally means being “Christ-like”. In ‘church talk’, we even say that we need to be ‘imitators of
Christ’, to live as Christ lived. Today, the expression often asked is “What would Jesus do?” The answer to this question
can be easily found in the Gospels. Prayer and fasting were an integral part of Jesus’ life. What would Jesus do? Jesus
went up to the mountain and prayed all night. When was the last time you prayed for half an hour? Jesus fasted for
forty days and forty nights to prepare for his ministry. When was the last time you skipped lunch to spend time with
God? During this Lenten season, let us prayerfully consider the ways we can be Christ-like to improve our relationship
with God.
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ASH
WEDNESDAY
SERVICE

LENTEN
SERIES

SANCTUARY
OPEN

February 26
7:00 pm

Sundays

in Lent
8:30 and 11 am

Wednesdays

Mt. Calvary UMC will join us
at Charlton Church as we
begin our Lenten journey
with a service of repentance.

A series based on
thorn passages
from the Bible.

Take some time
and spend it in prayer
in our quiet sanctuary
during Lent.

in Lent
9am to 6pm

LENTEN MEALS

THE DAY O

Wednesdays
March 4 thru April 1
12:00 pm and 6:00 pm

Saturday,

Join us for a mid-week light meal and devotion
during the Lenten season at the time of your choice.
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6am to

Come an
a time of m
prayer and c
in our sa

PALM
SUNDAY
SERVICE

MAUNDY
THURSDAY
SERVICE

GOOD
FRIDAY
SERVICE

April 5
8:30 & 11 am

April 9
7:00 pm

April 10
7:00 pm

Holy Week begins
with the celebration
of Christ’s entrance
into Jerusalem.

Share the sacrament
of holy communion
and consider
Jesus’ time in the garden.

A time of prayer
and meditation
at the cross.

OF TEARS

, April 11

o 6pm

nd spend
meditation,
communion
anctuary.

CELEBRATE THE

RESURRECTION
Sunday, April 12

Sunrise Service at 6:30 am

Join us at Mt. Calvary UMC in West Hanover township
for our annual sunrise service and breakfast.

Easter Worship at 8:30 and 11 am
The Charlton family gathers for worship!
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How is it with your soul?
Have you ever experience a season in your life where you felt
restless, perhaps even lost? Have you ever felt forgotten by or even
abandoned by God? Did it seem like you were experiencing a
spiritual ‘mid-life crisis’?
If you answered ‘yes’ to any of those questions, know that you are
not alone. Many people have similar experiences, something that is
often referred to as the ‘dark night of the soul’.
The season of Lent is based around the time that Jesus was experiencing his own ‘dark night of the soul’. As we
have heard and told the story of Jesus in the wilderness time and time again, we may have inadvertently
romanticized it. Let’s be very clear: this was no vacation for Jesus. It was a time of great struggle and pain for
Jesus. And in the midst of the pain and struggle was also a time of discernment.
You have probably heard the phrase about a “God-shaped hole in our heart”. The intent of this expression is to
describe the void that many people feel that only God can fill; the restlessness of heart that only the peace of
Christ can calm. There are basically two pathways that people can find their way to God.
Some people experience the ‘way of light’, where loving relationships, the fellowship of other Christians, their
fulfillment of vocation, the holy scriptures and a disciplined devotional life can lead them to a stronger
relationship with God.
However, other people experience the ‘way of darkness’, a time of great struggle and pain. They experience the
feeling that “the harder I try, the behinder I get”. They increase their efforts to grow closer to God through study,
prayer and meditation; but the more they do, the farther from God they feel. They might even feel abandoned
by God. But in reality, it is actually quite the opposite. These are the “footprints in the sand” moments, referring
to the famous poem where a man realized that God had carried him during the difficult moments of his life.
It is often in these difficult and dark times that God can work within us to bring us to true freedom and joy. It is
during these challenging times that God may need to strip us bare of all that we are comfortable with so that he
can rebuild us into the beautiful creation he desires us to be.
It is said that you cannot assist the ‘birth’ of a butterfly by cutting open the chrysalis. As the caterpillar transitions
into a butterfly, it needs the struggle of cutting and working its way through the small opening of the chrysalis.
This struggle pushes the fluid out of its body and into its wings. The struggle strengthens the wings. Without the
struggle, the butterfly would never fly.
It is the same way for many of us, for we need the struggle of the dark night to teach us the lessons we will need
that will allow us to fly freely and with great beauty.
As we enter this holy season of Lent, let us also consider the ‘dark night’ of the crucifixion story. In this dark
moment, Jesus himself felt abandoned by God … for a moment. For even though he cried out, “My God! My God!
Why have you abandoned me?”, in just a few moments he cried out again: “Father, into Your hands I commit my
spirit.”
If you are experiencing a ‘dark night of the soul’, know that you are not alone. God is at work within you. The
experience of the tomb will lead you to a glorious resurrection as Christ lives in and through you.

16

♥ FOR MISSIONS

CHARLTON HAS A ♥ FOR MISSIONS

WHAT IS THIS ALL ABOUT?
The reality that most of us live our lives in sharp contrast to how others in our world live theirs can be a challenging
idea for us to grasp. Even more challenging is sharing this contrast with our children. The Compassion Journey
experience connects visitors to some of the realities for children growing up in extreme poverty. What do they eat?
What do they fear? What do they dream about? What are their prayers? This experience will help families create
conversations that help educate and can ignite compassion for the least of these. It’s a chance to see life from a
completely different perspective.

The Compassion Journey is an audio-guided trip through six learning stations that share with visitors the environments
and some of the unique challenges that face those growing up under the weight of extreme poverty. This event allows
visitors to dive a bit deeper into topics of global hunger, living environments and the conditions children in poverty face
every day. It is our hope that this experience will play a role in challenging us all to become more aware of the
challenges that exist for children growing up on less than $2/day. The event is free and appropriate for all ages.

Friday, April 24 — 2 pm to 7 pm

Sunday, April 26 — 9 am to 2 pm

♥

♥

While Compassion International provides leadership and publicity for the program, there will plenty of opportunities
for Charlton volunteers to help … including setting up and tearing down, greeting the hundreds expected to visit the
display, and providing hospitality and information about our church to our guests. You can sign up to help on your
Connection Card or by contacting the church office.

CHARLTON HAS A ♥ FOR MISSIONS

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

♥ FOR MISSIONS

Saturday, April 25 — 10 am to 4 pm

CHARLTON HAS A ♥ FOR MISSIONS CHARLTON HAS A ♥ FOR MISSIONS CHARLTON HAS A ♥ FOR MISSIONS CHARLTON HAS A

CHARLTON HAS A ♥ FOR MISSIONS CHARLTON HAS A ♥ FOR MISSIONS CHARLTON HAS A ♥ FOR MISSIONS CHARLTON HAS A ♥ FOR MISSIONS CHARLTON HAS A

♥

♥ FOR MISSIONS ♥

CHARLTON HAS A ♥ FOR MISSIONS CHARLTON HAS A ♥ FOR MISSIONS CHARLTON HAS A

CHARLTON HAS A ♥ FOR MISSIONS CHARLTON HAS A ♥ FOR MISSIONS CHARLTON HAS A
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♥ FOR MISSIONS

CHARLTON HAS A ♥ FOR MISSIONS

CHARLTON HAS A ♥ FOR MISSIONS

Be a part of Charlton’s Community Outreach
GIVING GRACE

HELPING HANDS

Join us on the first Wednesday of
each month from 4:45 to 6 pm,
as we assist individuals and
families from our community
who are experiencing financial
difficulties.
Through
the
generosity of our church family,
we are able to provide basic
household items that are not
available from local food banks.

Join us on the first Wednesday of
each month as we provide a free
meal to about 75 people from
our community and church
family. A variety of jobs are
available throughout the day,
from preparation around 2pm, to
serving the meal at 5pm. We also
provide a meal for the homeless
of Harrisburg on the third Friday
of the month.

Do you like to thrift shop? If so, we highly recommend that you
support Community Aid! Here’s why:

God’s Hands
@ Work

 Over the past 10 years, they have given 15.3 million

dollars back to the community.
 Over the last 10 years, Charlton received $15,000

First and Fourth

in grants to support our outreach ministries.

Tuesdays
1pm

 Charlton receives an average of $300 quarterly in proceeds from the

collection box on our property, which goes to support Giving Grace
and Helping Hands.

SPRING MISSION OFFERINGS
MAY

Bishop’s Partnership
and UMCOR

Neighborhood Center
& Allison Hill

American Foundation
for Children w/AIDS

Help the UMC
reach out and assist
those in need
in our country
and around the world

Make a difference
in the lives of children
and their families
in downtown Harrisburg.

This US-based organization
provides medical assistance,
education and support
for children in Africa.

♥

♥

APRIL

CHARLTON HAS A ♥ FOR MISSIONS

MARCH

♥ FOR MISSIONS

The mission envelopes and monthly noise offering supports the following programs:

CHARLTON HAS A ♥ FOR MISSIONS CHARLTON HAS A ♥ FOR MISSIONS CHARLTON HAS A ♥ FOR MISSIONS CHARLTON HAS A

CHARLTON HAS A ♥ FOR MISSIONS CHARLTON HAS A ♥ FOR MISSIONS CHARLTON HAS A ♥ FOR MISSIONS CHARLTON HAS A ♥ FOR MISSIONS CHARLTON HAS A

♥ FOR MISSIONS

♥

♥ FOR MISSIONS ♥

CHARLTON HAS A ♥ FOR MISSIONS CHARLTON HAS A ♥ FOR MISSIONS CHARLTON HAS A

CHARLTON HAS A ♥ FOR MISSIONS CHARLTON HAS A ♥ FOR MISSIONS CHARLTON HAS A
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♥ FOR MISSIONS

CHARLTON HAS A ♥ FOR MISSIONS

LATTE & LAUGHTER

HOT TOPIX

Wednesdays @ 10 am
March 4 and 18, April 1 and 15

Second Thursdays @ 6 pm
Chuck Kaufmann and other Charlton family members
invite you to join them for a monthly gathering at a
local restaurant where we share a meal together and
discuss the “hot topics” that are in the news, share our
perspectives with one another, and consider how
these issues affect our faith journey.

Please join the Latte and Laughter Women of Charlton
as they continue their Bible study entitled "She Did
What She Could." In Mark 14, Jesus said these words
about Mary after she anointed him with oil. "She did
what she could." Not everything, not more than most,
just simply what she could. And Jesus loved her for it.
What if we lived our faith that way? What if we
responded to the need before us - in the moment with an everyday action? In the front yard, at the
market, on an airplane. Elisa Morgan guides you to
ways to begin serving right where you are.

The location of the monthly gathering is announced to
those who sign up on their Sunday morning
Connection Card.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES
Charlton Church has a variety of active adult classes for people of all ages available for fellowship, support and
study. These classes meet on Sunday morning during the Growth Hour at 9:40 AM.
The FAITH & FELLOWSHIP CLASS likes to share, explore and deepen their faith through Biblical study. All ages are
welcome but they are mostly a 60+ group. The class meets on the upper level in room 15, which is the classroom
directly across from the nursery.
The FOUNDATION CLASS will begin a new study on the Ten Commandments on March 1 to better understand how
they affect our everyday life. While the class is primarily comprised of persons age 50 and over, all are welcome.
They meet on the lower level in room 26.
The GATHERING is primarily comprised of young adults with children. Their time together is informal and relaxed,
as they discuss issues of the day and explore what the scriptures say about topics that affect today’s culture. The
class meets in the lower level kitchenette, in the midst of the children’s classrooms.
The JOURNEY CLASS explores topics of interest in culture and discusses them from a Christian perspective. The class
is comprised of persons from young adult to retired, with both progressive and conservative viewpoints. They meet
in the conference room, which is adjacent to the church office on the main level.
The JOY CLASS started many years ago as Charlton’s young adult class and have grown together through the years to
become Charlton’s class for seniors. They use the International Lesson series as the basis for the Biblical study and
discussions. They meet on the lower level in room 24.
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CHILDREN’S
CONSIGNMENT SALE

BOY SCOUT
PANCAKE BREAKFAST

Friday, March 27

Saturday, March 21
8 AM to 11 AM

Saturday, March 28

EGG HUNT

Saturday, April 4
Activities begin @ 10:30 AM
Hunt begins @ 11am

Chuck’s

9AM to 8PM
8AM to 2PM

U
P
C
O
M
I
N
G

E
V
E
N
T
S

CABARET
The men of choir will join Chuck
as they revive the music of
the 1960’s Rat Pack

Saturday, May 2
5:00 PM

RECITAL

Saturday, April 4
3:00 PM
presented by the students
of Melody Place Studios

MUSEUM
OF THE BIBLE
BUS TRIP
Saturday, May 16
$50/adult and $40/children
Includes Bus and Admission

$10 per person
Sign up on your Connection Card
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LADIES’
and MEN’S
LUNCHEONS

MEN’S
BREAKFAST
Wednesdays @ 7:30 AM
Skyline Diner

Second Thursday of the month
12:00 PM

Allentown Blvd.

Location
announced
each month

FELLOWSHIP
MEALS

CHUM
LUNCHEON

MEET
‘n’ EAT

Senior’s Fellowship Group
Third Tuesday of the Month
12:00 PM

Fellowship Luncheon
Fourth Thursday of the Month
12:00 PM
No gathering in March
April 23 at Gilligan’s
May 28 at Red Lobster

(May event is a carry-in luncheon)
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Meet Our New Pastor
Bishop Park of the Susquehanna Conference of The United Methodist
Church has appointed the Rev. Miguel H. Arenas to be the new pastor of
Charlton Church effective July 1, 2020.
Rev. Arenas was born in Curanilahue, Chile, South America. He is the oldest son of
two Methodist Pastors. Miguel and his family lived under the government rule of
Augusto Pinochet, a military dictatorship for seventeen years. It was a time when
Miguel developed an inner passion for justice issues, being a student advocate
during his high school and college years.
Miguel earned a BA degree in Education and earned English as a second language
teaching degree from Concepcion University, Chile. He did his first theological
studies at the Evangelical Theological Seminary in Chile. Then he served for seven
years in Uruguay as a missionary of the General Board of Global Ministries of the
UMC. After serving as a missionary, Miguel earned his Masters of Divinity (M.Div.) at Wesley Theological Seminary in
Washington DC. He is currently applying for his Doctor of Divinity (Th.D.) at Evangelical Theological Seminary in Myerstown,
PA.
He worked for the Methodist Church in Chile in various national positions, such as national youth president for three years,
national coordinator of music and liturgy, editor of the actual Hymnal of the Chilean Methodist church. In the ecumenical
field, he was the executive secretary of the Student Christian Movement in Chile, and a member of the liturgical network of
the Latin American Council of Churches.

As a missionary, he served at Crandon School in Salto, Uruguay as an English teacher of a second language and chaplain of the
school. Then he served as a pastor in San Lucas Methodist Church in Paysandu and Central Methodist Church in Montevideo,
the largest Methodist church in the country. He was the re-founder and coordinator of the "Renacer Methodist Camp," a
national recreational and retreat center of the Methodist Church in Uruguay.
Miguel received God's call, probably, since he was in the womb of his mother. However, the inner call journeyed with him his
entire life. There were years where God shaped and molded him with different experiences in Chile, Uruguay, and the US. The
outer call was thanks to his parents, ministers, bishops, congregations, and friends, who he realized that God was calling him
to serve God's people as a minister.
Miguel has been an Elder with the Susquehanna Conference of the United Methodist Church since May 2017. During his time
in the Susquehanna Conference he has served as a missionary-pastor in a bilingual Methodist Church in the Allison Hill
neighborhood of Harrisburg. It is one of the poorest areas in the city where he experienced multi-ethnic ministry. Since then,
he has served the Oakville-Big Spring Charge in the rural area of Shippensburg, PA; Fourth United Methodist Church of York
(as senior pastor); and most recently, Central UMC in Honesdale, PA. Miguel has also served as a member and president of
the Board of Directors of the Stewardship Foundation. He was a member of the Student Fund Board of the Susquehanna
Conference, and he is a member of the Board of Ordained Ministry of the Conference. He participates in the Clergy
Leadership Program of Messiah College and the Lewis Fellows program offered by the Lewis Center for Church Leadership of
Wesley Theological Seminary.
Rev. Arenas is married to Pam, and they have two kids; Francisca (Fran), a 7-year-old daughter and a second-grader, and
Martin, a 17-month-old, who is attending daycare. Pam is in the junior year of her BA in Psychology at King's College (WilkesBarre, PA.) The Arenas family also has two more members: Mittens and Lynxy, their cats.
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One of the easiest ways to keep in contact with Charlton Church is through email. The
church office uses email marketing to send out prayer requests, church family news and
reminders of upcoming church events.
Before we go any further, we fully understand that many of you do not use email. If you
are interested in getting a print out of this information, simply call the church office and
one can be ready for you to pick up.
For those of you who have signed up for our emails, we receive one of the following comments from time to time: “I’m
no longer receiving the church emails” or “I just received an email that was sent weeks ago”. Please understand that we
have no control over those situations. These instances are actually a result of an action taken by YOUR email provider.
Spam filters are constantly changing to adapt to new methods that spammers use to send emails; what lands in the inbox
today could be filtered into spam tomorrow. Emails received late simply get caught up and are delayed by the spam
filters.
The best way to ensure that you continue to receive our church emails is to add us to your safe sender list, which is also
called a “white list”. Here are the basic steps for the most common email providers. If you have questions, please
contact Chuck Kaufmann for assistance. If your provider asks for a domain name, please enter: @mail.vresp.com

AOL Webmail
 Click on the Addresses tab in the upper right corner of the
Mailbox window.
 Click on the New drop-down menu and select New
Contact.
 Type the email address of the new contact in the Screen
Name field and click the Save button.

Microsoft Outlook
 From the Home tab, in the Delete group, select Junk.
 From the drop-down list, select Junk E-mail Options.
 Select the Safe Senders tab.
 Click Add.
 In the Add address or domain dialog box, type an email
address or domain.
 Click OK .

Gmail
 Open the email.
 Click on More Options in the upper right hand corner of
the message.
 Click on Add Sender to Contacts List in the header of the
email.
 A confirmation message will be displayed above the email.
Juno
 From the mail screen, click on the Address Book tab.
 Insert the email address you would like to add.
 Click Quick Add.

Mozilla Thunderbird
 Click the Address book button.
 Make sure the Personal Address Book is highlighted.
 Click the New Card button.
 Under the Contact tab, copy and paste our address and
click OK.
MSN Hotmail (Classic)
 Open the email.
 Click Save Address in the menu bar.
 Verify that our contact information is correct.
 Click OK on the next screen.

Mac Mail
 Open the email.
 Right-click the sender's email address.
 Click Add to contacts in the short-cut menu.
 Click Save and Close.

Yahoo! Mail
 Open the email.
 Select the Add to Address Book link.
 Enter the email address of the contact and click on Save
Contact.
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If you weren’t at the church on Sunday evening,
February 16, you missed it! First of all, everyone had a
laugh or two (well, perhaps ten or twelve) as our
Sunday School classes battled one another in our
version of Family Feud. Congratulations to the Journey
Class who found themselves victorious!

In the

with Sue Town

And secondly, you missed Sue Town’s delicious chicken
recipe, which she is graciously sharing below.

POPPY SEED CHICKEN
1 package Uncle Ben’s Wild Rice, cooked according to package directions
2 cups cooked chicken, cubed
1 can cream of chicken soup
1 roll Ritz crackers, crushed
1 can cream of celery soup
1 stick margarine, melted
16 oz. sour cream
2 tablespoons poppy seed
Make rice accordingly, then put in the bottom of a 9 x 13 pan.
Mix chicken, soups, and sour cream; place on top of rice.
Next, mix the crushed Ritz crackers, melted margarine and poppy seed. Place on top.
Bake at 350 degrees for 30 to 40 minutes, or until hot and bubbly. Enjoy!!!

The Charlton bunnies are hard at work making our famous
Easter Eggs! Everyone is invited to come and join in the fun
and fellowship every Monday morning. There’s a job for
everyone. This is a great time of fellowship as well as a
fundraiser for our church. People arrive anytime from about
8:00 to lunchtime - come when you can - we stop for lunch at
about noon and continue most days till around 2:00. We will
continue making the eggs through March 30th. The last day to
place orders for eggs will be March 23rd.
We also need help selling the eggs! Some of our top sales
people keep a basket of eggs on their desks for their coworkers. Others make sure their favorite restaurant has a

supply of eggs to sell to customers. If you have questions,
please talk to Laurie Smith, Barb Goss or Sandy Bovard.
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

BBIIIIRTHS
Congratulations to Matti and
Tompall Toone on the birth of their
daughter Eliza Marie on December
9, 2019. Bob and Cheryl Rhodes are
the proud grandparents.

Dear Charlton family,
Thank you for your support, visits and prayers during my recent recovery period.
Everyone was so nice.
Dee Miller

IN

SIIIIIYMPATHY
The sympathy of the congregation is
extended to the family of Verna
Hoover, who died on December 15,
2019.
The sympathy of the congregation is
extended to the family of Sheron
Plempel, who died on January 17,
2020.

Dear Charlton family,
Words cannot express how thankful I am to be part of such a wonderful and
loving church family. Your prayers for Jamell and his family have been heard.
Your generous donations have helped this family celebrate Christmas this year.
Your gifts have provided food and gifts for the entire family.
In God's Love, Janine Scott
Many, many thanks to all at Charlton UMC who helped to fill our freezer with
delicious and convenient casseroles and soups! It is such a blessing to be able to
provide a meal to patients/families when they really need it! You make us look
good! Thank you for your commitment to this ministry. You bring a lot of smiles
to the faces of our patients and families.
With much appreciation, Laurie, Homeland Hospice

Thank you so much for the beautiful baby blankets and other beautiful handmade gifts you have donated to Morning Star.
Your gifts will be used to help and support our clients in caring for their babies. Thank you for being a part of this ministry
and all you do for Life!
Steph D, Director of Advancement
Thank you so much for the crocheted hats you provided for the 7 South Oncology unit at York Hospital! The patients got
wonderful smiles on their faces when they got to choose a hat. One was on bedrest and only lived a few days more. God
will bless you for your generosity! Thanks again and may the Lord bless you all with a healthy year spiritually and physically.
Love in Christ, Marianne Matthews
We would like to express our sincere gratitude for your donation of hand-made hats, scarves, and mittens. They were
absolutely beautiful. They were some of the first items picked by students who were in need of these necessities. Your
thoughtfulness was very much appreciated.
With thanks, Tri-Community Elementary School
On behalf of the students of the Susquehanna Middle School, I would like to thank you for the hats, scarves and gloves
created and donated by your congregation. Their time, effort and compassion for our students is greatly appreciated.
Sincerely, K. Prime
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March begins with the birthday of Dr. Seuss and our participation
in Read Across America. Our readathon will take place over a
course of 2 weeks, ending with a family reading celebration.
We will then explore fairy tales, with the children having an
opportunity to act out their own stories.
With our Bible story about God as the master artist, we will spend the rest of March learning about bugs and
insects.
During the month of April we will focus on the story of Easter. The month will conclude with a unit on plant life
cycles.
In May, we will explore space. Our Bible story will teach children that God made the heavens. Our last day of
school is Friday, May 22nd.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Readathon Family Night
Friday, March 6
Spring Concert and Graduation Picnic
Friday, May 22

Registration for the 2020-2021 school year is NOW OPEN!
Encourage your friends and family with 3, 4 and young 5 year
olds to schedule a tour. Please register as soon as possible to
reserve a place for your child. Our 4 year old pre-k class fills up
very quickly!

Thank you to everyone for your continued support of Charlton
Preschool. One of the easiest ways you can help support this
ministry is by purchasing gift cards for Giant Foods, Karns
Foods and Weis Markets. You may purchase gift cards on
Sunday mornings at the Welcome Desk or in the church office.
Checks should be payable to Charlton Church.
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Kid’s Night Out is our monthly
outreach to our community, and is
for children age 3 through 10. The
gatherings run from 6:30 to 8 pm.

This is our weekly gathering for children in
preschool through 5th grade. ‘KIDs’ stands for Kids
In Discipleship, where they learn what it means to
be a follower of Jesus and how we are all supposed
to live in the world today. We meet at 9:40 am on
Sunday mornings on the lower level.

March 13—We Can Talk to God
No meeting in April; come to the Egg Hunt!
May 9 – Go Tell Others About Jesus

KIDs Club will be visiting Homeland Center this
Spring, where they present a program of singing,
playing instruments and sharing Bible verses. The
end-of-year party and graduation will be on
Sunday, May 17th.

Mark your calendars for
the annual Easter Egg hunt.

Saturday, April 4
Gather around 10:30am for a time of family
fun and photos with the Easter Bunny.
The Egg Hunt will begin around 11:00am.
All children from infancy to 12 years
old are welcome to participate.
Feel free to bring a
friend!

KIDs Club does not meet during the summer, but
the children are encouraged to participate in
Children’s Worship during the 9:30 am worship
service.

SAVE THE DATES FOR OUR SUMMER KIDs CAMPS
ARTS CAMP
Sunday thru Thursday, June 14—18
Dinner Theater on Friday, June 19 @ 6pm

SPORTS CAMP
Monday thru Thursday, July 13—16

2020 SPRING

MARCH

APRIL

MAY

Sunday, 1st @ 5:30 pm
Sunday, 15th @ 5:30 pm

Sunday, 19th
@ 5:30 pm

Sunday, 3rd @ 5:30 pm
End of Year Party

27

CHARLTON CHURCH
A United Methodist Community

Making Disciples of Jesus Christ
for the Transformation of the World

5920 Jonestown Road
Harrisburg, PA 17112
www.CharltonChurch.org

Rev. Dr. Les Towsey

C

Charles J. Kaufmann

Pastor
Director of Worship and the Arts
pastorles@CharltonChurch.org
chuck@CharltonChurch.org

Tim Russell

Office Hours are 9AM to 3PM
Monday-Thursday, Closed Fridays

Marianne Eagle

Office Administrator
office@CharltonChurch.org

Debra Hughes

Custodian

Martha Brown

Trustee chairperson
trustees@CharltonChurch.org

Trish Wagner

Preschool/Children’s Director
preschool@CharltonChurch.org

Wendy Criste

Nursery Attendant

Nursery Attendant

Scott Pribanich

Administrative Council chairperson
churchcouncil@CharltonChurch.org

Susan Veli

717.545.2000
office@charltonchurch.org

Ministry Council chairperson
ministrycouncil@CharltonChurch.org

Lowman Henry

Finance chairperson
finance@CharltonChurch.org

Caroline Allen

SPRC chairperson
sprc@CharltonChurch.org

Want to keep up-to-date on what’s happening at Charlton Church?

Be sure to ‘like’ our page at www.Facebook.com/charltonchurch
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